A2 Geography 4.2 Glacial Systems Student Notes

The Range and Variety of Erosional Landforms

You should be able to describe and explain the processes of formation of each landform. Annotated
diagrams and sketches should be used as well as examples from one or more located areas.
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Backwall: the steep precipitous
rock wall at the back of a glacially
eroded hollow or cirque.
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A cirque glacier
Bergschrund: a deep narrow
crevasse at the back of a cirque

glacier marking the line along which

the glacier ice is moving away from
the cirque’s backwall.
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produced by the convergence of
the backwalls of adjoining cirques.
The precipitous cliffs are often
separated by arétes. The most
striking example is the Matterhorn
in the Swiss Alps.
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