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LIONS’
DEN

By Paul Dallgas-Frey

GSome people don't like it ...

... when you always do what is good and right. I guess it's because
it makes THEM look bad. That’s what happened with Dahiel.

The King of Babylon, King Belshazzar, died, ahd Darius the Mede
becCame the new King.

King Darius decided to appoint a huhdred ahd twenty supervisors
and governors to help rule over his Kingdom. Anhd he made Daniel
ahd two others their boss. The other supervisors and governors
didn’t like it. Danhiel worked harder, anhd did much better work
thanh any of them. The King was so impressed he was going to put
Daniel in Charge of the whole Kingdom.

“TAJe have to do something about this Daniel,” the supervisors, the
governors, the lieutehanht governors, and all the other ofFiCials
said to themselves. But ho matter how hard they |ooked, they
couldn’t find ahything wrong with Daniel because Daniel was
completely faithful ahd honest in everything he did.

“Maybe we Cah use his religion against him,” they said.
Anhd so they Came up with g devious plah.

They came before King Darius one day anhd said, “King Darius!
May you live forever! (although eaCh one of them was probably
really thinking, 'May you die tomorrow - so J Cah beCome King!').
All of us who help to rule your Kingdom; the supervisors, the gov-
ernors, the lieutenant governors, and all the other offiCials, think
that it would be very wise of you to issue a command that for
thirty days ho onhe should be able to ask for anything from ahy god
or mah except you, O Great and Mighty King. And if anhyone
should ask for anything from ahy god or mah besides you, they
should be thrown into the lions’ den.”

King Darius accepted the idea of the supervisors, the governhors,
the lieutenant governors, and all the other offiCials, anhd sighed
the decree.

Tt became a law of the Medes ahd Persianhs that could hot be
Changed.

Daniel heard the King’s deCree, but Still, the hext mornhing he
went to his wihdow to pray, just as he did every morhing, hoon
ahd night.

This was exactly what the supervisors, the governors, the lieuten-
aht governors, and all the other offiCials were |ooking for.

They went straight to the King.

“Your Majesty, may you live forever!” they said. “Didn’t you Sigh a
decree that Said for thirty days ho one should ask for anything
from anhy god or mah except you, O Great ahd Mighty King. Anhd
if ahyohe should ask for anything from any god or man besides
you, they should be thrownh into the lions’ den?”

“Yes,” said the King. “It is a law of the Medes ahd Persians that
Cahnot be Chanhged.”

Then the supervisors, the governors, the lieutenanht governors,
and all the other ofFiCials said, “IWe saw Daniel praYing to his God
this very morhing! He does hot respeCt you Or your order.”

When King Darius heard this hews he was very sad. He knew that
Dahiel was a good ahd hohest mah, who served him faithfully.
And so he worked into the nhight, trying to find some way to
rescue Daniel. But he couldn’t.

The supervisors, the goverhors, the lieutehant governors, and all
the other OffiCials Came baCk the hext morning ahd demanded,
“Your Majesty, you Know a l[aw of the Medes ahd Persians Can
hever be Changed. Dahiel must be throwh into the liohs’ den!”
Which was just what they wanted all along.

And so, the King had no choice but to have Dahiel throwh into
the lions’ den. The King said to Daniel, “May the God whom you
serve So faithfully save you!”

And then the King’s men grabbed Daniel and threw him into a pit
Filled with pacing, roaring, hot-breathed lions.

They rolled a stone over the mouth of the den, and the King
sealed it with his royal seal, so that no ohe could move the stone
ahd rescue Daniel.

That hight, the King could not sleep at all.

continued hext time ...
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