
Today, we celebrate the baptism of Josephine Grace de Bedout who is 
brought before our Lord and this congregation by her parents, Juan and 
Erika de Bedout and big brother, Carlos.  Congratulations!

New Births  --  We’d like to congratulate Sarah & Nick 
Troup on the birth of their daughter, Lilianna.  
Our congratulations also goes to Sue & Matt Wright on the 
birth of their son, Dylan.

Today, we celebrate the baptism of Sofia Grace Callejas who is 
brought before our Lord and this congregation by her parents, 
David and Mara Callejas.  The Callejas family would like to invite the 
congregation after worship to a small reception in the Fellowship 
Hall.

Congratulations to Josh and Adrianne Morton on the baptism of 
their son, Finley Allen Morton and to Jarrod and Cody Denbow on 
the baptism of their son, Carson John Denbow.  We welcome them 
into the family of God and look forward to watching them grow in 
the love of the Lord.

THANK YOU!!!:  The Shawl Ministry wants to give a “BIG THANK YOU” to all 
who have made donations -- either monetary or bags of yarn to their ministry.  
It is so greatly appreciated.  The blankets and shawls are free, made by women 
in the church, for you to give to those who are in need of comfort.  

Thank You:  We would like to thank Andy Kerr for providing this morning’s 
message while Pastor Keith is at Annual Conference in Grove City.

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and buried; 
  the third day he rose from the dead; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
    and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Today, we celebrate the baptism of:
  Liv Bailey who is brought before our Lord 
    and this congregation by her parents, Chris & Sarah Bailey
 

Congratulations!

Let the children come unto me....for to such belongs 
the kingdom of God.”  Luke 18:16  
Today, we celebrate the baptism of Ella Danielle Buterbaugh who is 
brought before our Lord and this congregation by her parents, 
Thomas and Kathryn Buterbaugh.  Her grandparents are Tom and 
Patty Buterbaugh and great grandmother, Betty Cass.

Our Condolences and Sympathy to:  
- The Chapman family.  Bob Chapman’s uncle, Richard Chapman 

passed into the loving arms of the Lord on Wednesday, July 19. 
- The family of Sharon Wright on the passing of her great 

granddaughter, Alexis LeeAnn Wrenn on Friday, July 20.  Alexis 
is now in the loving arms of the Lord.

- The Giebel families on the passing of their father, David who 
passed into God’s glory on Saturday, July 21. This is Joe Giebel, 
our former Youth Director’s, father.

Our Condolences and Sympathy to:  The family of Marilyn 
Binney.  Marilyn passed into the loving arms  of the Lord on 
Tuesday, September 4.  

Donut Sunday:  Come join us in the fellowship hall after worship today 
for some coffee & donuts - GREET, MEET, and HANG OUT for a while.

The HILL           TOPPERS (anyone 55 yrs. & up)

Our Condolences and Sympathy to:  The family of Donald Gibbens.  
He is the father of Chris Kozik and Linda Willson.  Donald passed into
 the loving arms of the Lord on June 13.  

The HILL           TOPPERS (anyone 55 yrs. & up)

We would like to thank Jerri Blair for helping us out today 
with the worship music.  Our Music Director, Linda Morey is 
taking a much welcomed vacation.

Congratulations to Gary & Judy Faulhaber on their 
50th Wedding Anniversary!  How wonderfully 
blessed they are and we pray that they will have 
many more years together.

We’d like to thank Jerri Blair for helping us out today with the 
worship music while Linda is recuperating from gall bladder 
surgery.  We pray that Linda is resting and healing!

YOU ALL ARE  A-M-A-Z-I-N-G!
We have such a generous congregation!  

Because of you and the matching funds  from the Erie Gives 
event, SHUMC received $11,397.  These funds will not only 
assist the programs within our church but also ministry in 

our community and the world around us!

Reminder that the 
Men’s Monthly Dinner is 
on Thurs., Oct. 5 at the 
TA Travel Center at 
6:30 p.m. – it’s coming 
up soon so mark your 
calendar!

Donut Sunday is scheduled for the 2nd Sunday of every month. We 
are asking that you sponsor a Donut Sunday.  Just pick a month 
and sign up in the Narthex.  Sue will order the donuts and all you 
need to do is pay for them and pick them up on that Sunday at 
Giant Eagle.  If you have any questions, see Sue Fuller.

Let the children come unto me....for to such belongs 
the kingdom of God.”  Luke 18:16
  
Today, we celebrate the baptism of Sofia Grace Callejas who is 
brought before our Lord and this congregation by her parents, 
David and Mara Callejas.  The Callejas family would like to invite 
the congregation to a small reception in the Fellowship Hall after 
the worship service.

THANK YOU:  Our family would like to thank everyone for 
their prayers, cards, thoughts and especially the love and 
many hugs that has helped us during this most difficult time 
with the passing of John’s brother, Ken.  

Family of John Shaffer

Do you remember the Legend of the Candy Cane - a story to 
help families celebrate the mystery and miracle of Christmas? 

One dark November night a stranger rides into a small prairie 
town. When he reveals his identity and shares the legend of 
the candy cane, wishes are fulfilled and dreams answered.  

Today is the last Sunday to sign up to be a part of this wonderful program.  
There are sign-up sheets in the narthex for both adults & children.

The next Men’s Monthly 
Dinner is Thurs., Nov. 1 at the 
TA Travel Center at 6:30 p.m.

Prelude…………....“Angels We Have Heard On High”………....…Linda Morey
 
Opening Hymn.................................................................“O Come All Ye Faithful”                    
 
Welcome & Invocation………………...……………………...…………Jim Loeffler

Christmas Offering…Will be given to SHUMC Missions for local, 
regional and world needs.

Offertory.........................................“The First Noel”………...……....…Linda Morey

Doxology/Blessing of Gifts

Lighting The Advent Wreath……….……...…………Nick and Sarah Troup

Hymn....................................................................“It Came Upon A Midnight Clear” 

Titus 2:11-14……….…………………………………………….....…………Lisa Gnibus

Hymn....................................................................“Angels We Have Heard On High” 

Prayer

Special Music…………………......“O Holy Night”……….......…Tom Woolslayer

Kids Talk

Hymn.......................................................................................................“The First Noel” 

New Testament Reading.................................................................Luke 2:1-20

Hymn.................................................................................................“Joy To The World” 

Message

Sharing the Light of Christ

Responding To God’s Love................“Silent Night”……….....Linda Morey
 
Benediction/Blessing

Christmas Postlude….“He Is Born, The Divine Christ Child”….Linda Morey

Holy Moments: Light Into The World

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2025 | 6:00 p.m.

Thank you for sharing in this Christmas Eve 
with your friends and family from 

South Harborcreek United Methodist Church.  
We wish everyone a very happy and joyous 

Christmas with peace and love to all!

Reader One: 
Tonight, we gather to remember with the prophet Isaiah: For a 
child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon 
his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Great will be his authority, 
and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Congregation: 
We gather to once again bask in the glory that visited a 
stable and a manger, shepherds watching their flocks, and a 
young couple cradling the newborn Messiah.

Reader Two: 
We light the Christ candle as a sign of the glory that came among 
us in unexpected places and to unexpected people, that we may 
be people who seek and follow the glory of the Christ child here 
and now.

Light the center candle of the wreath.

Advent Wreath



Thank You
Jill Shaffer would like to thank all for the kind expressions of sympathy at the 
passing of her mom, Joy.  It is truly a blessing to be part of such a wonderful 
church and to have such wonderful friends.

Thank You!
We’d like to thank our church family for all your wonderful words of 
comfort, visits, calls and cards to us in our time of need.  We appreciate and 
love you all so much!     Jill & Dane Charlton

Thank You!
I’d like to thank my church family for all your wonderful get well cards, 
words of comfort,  and calls that were given to me after my fall.  I am doing 
much better now after surgery on my face and eye.  See you in church soon.  
I appreciate and love you all so much!     Ruth Heath

Card Shower:  Carol Langdon would love us to give her mom, Mary Langdon a card 
shower of get well wishes or thinking of you.  Her mom’s address is:
Mary A. (Langdon) Palmer, 730 S. Country Club Dr., Lot 86, Mesa, AZ  85210.

Card Shower:  We’d love to send Emma (Heberlein) Walton 
and her son, Conrad a card shower of inspiration and 
encouragement.  If you would like to send a card, their 
address is:  326 Dalrymple St., Pittsfield, PA  16340

Shawl Ministry:  The shawls/blankets we make are  given for 
comfort to the sick and recovering, for bereavement, new births, 
and other endless possibilities.  We would like to thank the 
congregation for all the monetary donations given and all the extra 
yarn donated which is most welcome – “it keeps our fingers flying!”
 

Our Condolences and Sympathy to:  
- The Chapman family.  Bob Chapman’s uncle, Richard Chapman 

passed into the loving arms of the Lord on Wednesday, July 19. 
- The family of Sharon Wright on the passing of her great 

granddaughter, Alexis LeeAnn Wrenn on Friday, July 20.  Alexis 
is now in the loving arms of the Lord.

- The Giebel families on the passing of their father, David who 
passed into God’s glory on Saturday, July 21. This is Joe Giebel, 
our former Youth Director’s, father.

Loving Father,
help us remember the
birth of Jesus, 
that we may share In the song of angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds, 
and the worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate and 
open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift
and good desires with every greeting. 

Deliver us from evil by the 
blessing which Christ brings,
and teach us to merry with clean hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us 
happy to be Thy children, 
and the Christmas evening bring us 
to our beds with grateful thoughts,
Forgiving and forgiven, 
For Jesus’ sake.  Amen.

Robert Louis Stevenson

I said to the man who stood
     at the gate of the year,
“Give me a light that I may tread
     safely into the unknown.”
And he replied,
“Go into the darkness
     and put your hand into the 
     hand of God.  That shall be to 
     you better than light and safer 
     than a known way.”
                                    The Gate of the Year
                          Minnie Louise Haskins - 1908

Thank You!
I’d like to thank my church family for all your prayers, words of comfort,  
and calls that were given to me after the death of my mother, Dorothy 
Luce.   I appreciate and love you all so much!     Sandy Shaffer & Family

Shawl Ministry: We’d like to thank those who crochet and knit hats, 
scarves, blankets and shawls .  These are  given for comfort to the sick and 
recovering, for bereavement, new births, and other endless possibilities.  
This wonderful group also makes the beautiful white baptismal blankets.  If 
you are willing to give a donation or donate some extra yarn, the Shawl 
Ministry group would welcome it.  You can leave yarn by the blankets in the 
narthex.  Thank you!
 

Pastor’s Keith’s Sermons On-Line/CD Ministry – Pastor’s Keith’s sermons are on-line. 
Get on our church website at: www.southharborcreekumc. org where you can get 
connected.  If you are interested in a CD of the worship service, please notify the 
church office at 899-5962.

Web/Facebook:  Don’t forget to check us out on our website @ 
www.southharborcreekumc.org (new photos are being added, as well 
as calendar dates, bible studies, etc.).  Look for South Harborcreek 
United Methodist Church on Facebook, too with our daily inspiring posts 
– they just may be what you need to start your day!

Lawn Mowing:  The lawn mowing sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship 
Hall.  We need volunteers to mow the church and parsonage grass.  In 
lieu of mowing, donations for gas, oil & maintenance of the mowers 
are always appreciated.

Our Condolences and Sympathy to:  
- The family of Rev. Mearl E. Henley.  Mearl passed into the loving 

arms of the Lord on Monday, December 17.  Some may 
remember Mearl who was a former pastor of SHUMC from 
1962-1966.

A New Year’s Blessing
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 
Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by granting  you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright,
     even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,
But by showing you when people
     and their causes need you most, 
     and by making you anxious to be there to help.
GOD’S LOVE, PEACE, HOPE & JOY
To you for the year ahead.

The NURSERY ROOM is open.  

We do not have it staffed, as 

yet.  Masks  are optional.  

NURSERY

to the SHUMC App

Go to the Play Store on any Android phone or 
The App Store on any I Phone.  Once there, 
type in:  “South Harborcreek UMC APP” and 
install.

From our HOMEPAGE, you can watch the Sunday Worship Service and even 
read the bulletins for that service.  The current daily devotion is there, as 
well as church events.

One of our favorite features of our App is that you can set up to 
automatically give your gifts to the church through our App. You can do this 
simply by touching the Heart in the bottom of the App.  It will turn RED and 
take you to Pushpay that handles this feature for us. You can set up a 
recurring or one time-giving feature.  It’s easy and it is safe.  You can even 
designate where you want your gift to go (i.e. Tithes, Missions, Building 
Fund, Food Bank etc.).

I addition to all this – NOTIFICATIONS are sent out to remind you of 
upcoming  events, a need for prayer and even cancellations due to weather 
or some other unforeseen circumstance. 

The SHUMC APP is updated weekly so please consider using it.  If you have 
any questions on how to use it see Brenda Rodland.

From our HOMEPAGE, you can watch the current Sunday Worship Service and 
even read the bulletins for that service.  Every Devotion is added to the App 
after it is recorded live on Facebook in the morning.

Information on all the events can easily be accessed by just tapping on the 
picture of the event you are interested in.

One of our favorite features of our App is that you can set up to automatically 
give your gifts to the church through our App. You can do this simply by 
touching the Heart in the bottom of the App.  It will turn RED and take you to 
Pushpay that handles this feature for us. You can set up a recurring or one 
time-giving feature.  It’s easy and it is safe.  You can even designate where you 
want your gift to go (i.e. Tithes, Missions, Building Fund, Food Bank etc.).
I addition to all this – NOTIFICATIONS are sent out to remind you of upcoming 
special events, last-minute happenings, a need for prayer and even 
emergencies in regards to cancellations of a worship service, Bible study or 
event due to weather or some other unforeseen circumstance. 

The SHUMC APP is updated weekly so please consider using it.  If you have any 
questions on how to use it see Brenda Rodland.

Our Neighbor’s place is an overflow shelter to provide 
safe, warm shelter for sleeping during the winter 
months to homeless guests.  There are sign-up sheets 
for Our Neighbor’s Place Homeless Shelter available in 
the Narthex if you would like to volunteer.

2023 GIVING Envelopes
For those who receive Giving Envelopes - you’ll find your 2023 envelopes are 
in your mail slot or on the table in front of the mail slots.  If we missed you, 
there is a sign-up sheet if you’d like to receive them.  If you are unable to 
come to church to pick them up, please call the church office in January and 
we’ll find a way to get them to you.                         
Thank you - The Finance Committee

Interested in being on the sound team?  We 
have a few openings and training is provided.  
See Linda Morey if interested.

During the month of August, the Ella Cochran Food 
Pantry  is collecting paper products:  toilet paper, 
paper towels, and Kleenex.  
    THIS IS THE LAST SUNDAY TO BRING IN ITEMS.

Interested in becoming a member of SHUMC’s church 
family?  Please see Pastor Tim if you would like to 
know more about the United Methodist faith and 
becoming a member.

Many of our Bible Studies have resumed.
➢ Christa Craven’s Bible Study has resumed on 

Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. They are studying, 
“Making Sense of the Bible” in the multi-
purpose room.

➢ Young Mom’s with Adrianne Morton is at 6 pm in the multi-purpose room 
on Monday evenings.

➢ Pastor Tim’s small group, “Spiritual Disciplines” meets on Tuesday 
evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Conference room.  They have room for YOU 
in the study.  Let Pastor Tim know you would like to join in.

➢ Faulhaber’s home study on Wednesday evenings has begun.

The Band of Brothers 
is back and held on  
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
All men (teen & 
older) are invited.

The men’s Bible Study 
that meets Wednesday 
mornings at 6:30 am 
has resumed.  If 
Interested in joining in, 
see Gary Faulhaber.

Our Condolences and Sympathy to:  The family of Lonnie 
“Butch” McLaughlin.  Butch is Mary Montgomery’s brother 
and he passed into the arms of the Lord on October 5.  

THANK YOU:  Our family would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers, cards, meals and especially the love and many hugs 
that has sustained us during this most difficult time in our lives.  
                                                                 1 Thess. 4:13

Family of Jason Shaffer

Luke 2:1-20
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 
be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that 
took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone 
went to their own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the 
house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who 
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 

6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
GOOD NEWS that will cause GREAT JOY for ALL THE PEOPLE. 
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told.   
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