Every hero has a back story.  


It is their back stories that sometimes make them our heros.  



Whether that is Achilles 




being dipped in protection 




as he was held by his heel, 



or Superman 




being raised by a couple of innocent farmers in Smallville.  


Their backstory shapes who they are 



and how they act.

In our story, 


Job is our hero.  

He becomes our hero, 


not because of what he starts out as, 


but what he becomes.  

But what he becomes, 


does not matter, 



unless we know where he started from.  

We find that out in these five verses of scripture, 


that lay out in every word, 



details that should connect with each and every one of us in some way.

As we prepare to hear about Job, 


we know we will hear about his suffering here in the next few weeks.  


We also know that there are times when we deserve to suffer.  

There are still some 


who believe that if you don't do your work in school during the year, 



you should repeat that grade.  


If you rob and steal, 


hurt others, 



you deserve to go to prison.  

But our hero is not undergoing that kind of suffering.  


He is to undergo unearned, 



mysterious suffering.  



Suffering that happens for no discernible reason.  

It is the difference between someone having lung cancer 


despite living in a tropical paradise 



that is smoke free 

and someone having lung cancer 


after smoking 2 packs a day



since their teens.  

One case 


we see a cause and effect connection from life choices.  

The other 


has no explanation that we can see.  



Both cases will suffer, 



both cancers patients are to be loved.  

But there is something inside of us that understands 


and can cope with the person who smoked easier 


than the person who avoided unclean air.  

In Job, 


which means, 



“Where is the Divine Father?”

but in the spirit of the writer's love for play on words 


to tell the story 


and give the plot fully away, 



Job sounds like 




“the persecuted one,” 

we find a person who has lived a life 


of breathing only clean air 



in every aspect of his life.  

This man from Uz, 


which is located to the East of Israel, 



but not clearly known exactly where, 

we are told lived blamelessly and upright.  

Or another way of saying this is 


he feared God and shunned evil.  


He stayed the course and turned from evil 



helps us hear the upright aspect.  


The blameless 


or fearing God 



helps us hear that 




Job already has the integrity to follow and trust God, 



because of Job's character.  

He does not need a reason 

or a hedge around him 


to love God.  

He is not in a bartering relationship with God, 


but he is one who knows 


and respects God for God, 



not for what God can do for him.

After his character, 


we hear how he has been blessed.  

He has been blessed completely.  

Everything he has, 


he has to numbers of completeness.  

7 sons, 

plus 3 daughters 


equals 10 children.  

7 is a complete and perfect number, 


as is 3, 


as is 10.  

The same is true of his animals, 


this time to the power of 1000.  

7000 sheep, 

plus 3000 camels, 


these together make 10,000.  

The  500 oxen 

and 500 donkeys 


also add up to 1000.  

These are numbers that show that Job is full and complete in his life.  


He lacks nothing, 



family and possessions, 


there is no area he is found wanting in.

Nor is there any area of life that he is not involved in. 


The listing of animals is not just for a big list, 



otherwise we would want to know how many dogs and cats he also had.  

But each animal was used in a different trade.  


The sheep of course 



are linked to shepherding, 




which he must do well to be able to manage 7000 sheep.  


Camels were the trains or semi's of that time.   



If you require 3000 semis to haul the goods you are trading, 




you are doing something right 




or have been ruthless.  



However, 




we have already heard that Job is upright and blameless.  


He did his business 



with a fear of God 



and shunned evil, 




and it worked out well for him.  

This is reinforced with the need for 500 oxen as well.  


Oxen were the tractors of the era.  



If you have the need for 500 oxen, 




you have some major planting and harvesting happening, 



enough to keep 3000 camels working the trade routes consistently.  

The donkeys were the cars of that era.  


Job has 500.  

Jay Leno, 


a car collector, 



only has 200.  

And Job's cars 

are better than Jay's 


because Job's cars provide milk as well, 



so that the large number of servants could be fed.  


The servants were needed to keep the large estate going.  

In case you still are having problems imagining how well Job was blessed, 


since oxen and camels are hard to quantify on todays market price, 

we end with a summary statement in verse 3.  


“He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.”  

In the East, 


there were the princes of Babylon, 


the Kings of Jordan and Iraq.  

Amongst all of these people, 


Job stood above.  

Job is possibly, 


even more blessed than the patriarchs.  

For Jacob had a large household, 

Job has a very large household.  


I do not know how much the very is worth, 



but it is there intentionally, 




to make us imagine what life would look like, 



and then push it beyond our imagination.  

Lisa and I had an occurrence of this this week, 


as we tried to imagine what you would do with an estate 



on the middle of Flathead Lake in Montana, 



on an island, 




listed for 47 million dollars.  

Job's status is a similar thing.  


And the reassuring part of this is, 



he came about these fortunes 




by being blameless and upright,




 by fearing God and shunning evil.  



He came about this life through living God's way, 




as our sentence of scripture from Proverbs reminded us this morning, 





“Be not wise in your own eyes, 






Fear Yahweh 






and shun evil.”

Finally, 


in verse 4 and 5, 

we get to see the type of life that our hero regularly lives.  


Not only is he successful in the business realm, 


he is also successful in the family realm.  

He had a close relationship with his 10 children.  


They would regularly go 



and all eat together, 



feast together.  

I know some of our families are more traumatic than others 


to gather in large numbers.  

But imagine a family of 10 siblings, 


who regularly enjoy getting together 


and celebrating life together.  

For that alone in today's world, 


Job would be a hero.  

Within these words 


are a couple of other noteworthy aspects of family life.  

The sons held the feasts in their homes, 


so Job had established sons who were able to start out 


and establish their own households.  

The other thing, that does not come out in the english translation 


is the purpose of the feasts. 

For the great feasts, 


there is an expected obligation to gather together.  



But these are not just the cultic feast, 



where we would expect Job to be a part.  

The Hebrew says 


“the sons held feasts, 


each on his own day.”  

The feasts were likely the celebration of the son's births, 


since we later hear the same phrase from Job, 




when he curses his own day, 



when he was born.

These birthday feasts, 


which we try to at least recognize as important 



as we sing Happy Birthday here together, 

are periods of celebration for another year of God providing 


and blessing the children.  

They acknowledge that it is only by the grace of God 


that any of them made it another year.  

I know that in the US, 


they are also milestones in our freedoms.  



When you can be left home alone, 



when you can drive, 



when you can serve your country in the military and vote, 



when you can be president.  

They are also milestones that we sometimes abuse.  


I have a number of friends who really can not tell me about their 21st birthday.  

In case the feasts headed in that direction at all, 


when the feast was over, 


Job would send 



and have them purified.  

He acted as their priest, 


keeping them upright and blameless 



in the sight of the Lord.  

He did this preemptively, 


knowing the human mind, 



that it has days that are not always the way they should be.  

He knows that our thoughts do not always take shape 


in words or actions for some time.  

But to prevent them from having the gestation time to do such a thing, 


Job offered up a burnt offering to purify them, 



before anything could take root.  

This was his regular custom.  


This also establishes that his children, 



who will soon be wiped off the face of the earth, 


were already right with God.  

It is not a case of Job being righteous, 


but those around him not being so, 



so they are getting their just rewards.  

Instead, Job, 


interacting between God and them as their priest, 



made sure that they walked the road he had walked.

Our story has established our hero, 

his background, 

his situation, 

and his character.  

It should be clear 


that there is nothing that he has done 

that has called the suffering he is about to face 


down upon himself.  

He is one of the hero's of the faith.  


Ezekiel puts him in the category of Noah and Daniel for his righteousness.  



His righteousness is exemplary, 


but it does not stop him form suffering.  

There is not always discernible rhyme or reason 


to why we undergo struggles and suffering.  

If we are suffering, 


it may not be a punishment, 


but an opportunity to grow.  

If we are blessed, 


we are not imminently due for a fall.  

Our hero is us.  


He is involved in business, 


in family, 


in the social structure of his community.  

He makes efforts to do things well 


and as upright as he possibly can.  

But this does not hold off suffering.  


We can not hold off suffering by doing good. 

That is a bartering type relationship with God.  


That is not the type of relationship God desires with us.  

We will see the type of relationship God desires from us 


as we progress in this story, 

but it is not a bartering one.
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