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 Liberation Petanque Club

Doubles Open 
15 Teams took part this year with the Cup’s first ever winners David Ibitson & Matt Ryan and 2013 winners Matt Pinel & Andrew Bellamy-Burt looking like favourites for the trophy along with Island Doubles champions Matt Buesnel & Geoffroy Buffetrille.
Round 1 saw several big wins with Toby Northern & Gary Cowburn beating Mo De Gruchy & Stephen Stoneman 13 – 2 which was the same scoreline for Matt Ryan & David Ibitson against James Rondel & Paul Bell.  New to petanque competitions were James & Daniel Villalard who had to face Island Doubles champions Matt Buesnel & Geoffroy Buffetrille, resulting in a heavy loss 13 – 1.  This was one point more than Martin & Teresa who lost 13 – 0 to Neil Selby & Ross Payne.

Despite some excellent placing and constantly putting Andrew Bellamy-Burt and Matt Pinel under a lot of pressure, Barbara & David Grover lost 13 – 4.

Round two Andrew & Matt beat Brian Harris & Paul Le Moine 13 – 1 and David & Matt beat Richard Nevitt & Tom Scragg 13 – 3.  Mo & Stephen had a really close match against Barbara & David going right to the end with a 13 – 12 win.

Matt Scholefield & Andrew Limbrick hit the ground running against Toby & Gary moving into a 10 – 3 lead before a spirited fight back ending in Toby & Gary winning 13 – 10.  Geoffroy & Matt beat Neil & Ross 13 – 7 to make it two from two.

Round 3 saw Andrew & Matt Pinel lose their first match as they were outplayed by Toby & Gary who were forming a great doubles team making in three straight wins.

Geoffroy & Matt Buesnel overcame previous winners Matt Ryan & David Ibitson to also make it three straight wins.  Richard & Tom won their first match against James & Daniell 13 – 9, but it wasn’t as close as Andrew & Matthew who just beat Brian & Paul, 13 – 12.  
James Rondel & Paul Bell handed Ross & Neil a heavy defeat 13 – 5 to move into contention as did Matt Hutchings & Helene Retrosi with a 13 – 11 win over Barbara & David.

Round 4 still saw several of the 15 teams in with a chance of making to top eight and therefore the quarter finals.

The top two saw Toby & Gary continue their fantastic start this time beating Matt & Geoffroy 13 – 11 despite some impressive shooting from Geoffroy, but this was equally matched by Gary with Toby outplacing Matt in a very close match.

Matt Hutchings & Helene made it back to back wins with a 13 – 7 win over Mo & Stephen.  Matt Pinel & Andrew recovered from their round three loss to beat Alice & Brigitte.

Ross & Neil kept their slim hopes of a top eight finish alive taking the points on the final end in overtime to beat Brian & Paul 10 – 9.

James & Daniel won their first ever cup match but by the closest of margins 13 – 12 over Martin & Teresa.  James Rondel & Paul Bell made it three straight wins with a 13 – 9 win over Richard & Tom.

Going into the final round only Toby & Gary were confirmed in the top eight but this didn’t stop them from making it five straight wins with Toby winning the match in style with a 11 metre Carreaux to clear the way for him to place in with his last boule for a comfortable 13 – 3 win over James & Paul.
Andrew & Matthew Scholefield handed Andrew & Matt Pinel their second defeat and a heavy one 13 – 5.  But that was not the story of the final round with Matt Hutchings & Helene Retrosi beating Matt Buesnel & Geoffroy 13 – 7 to give them three wins but not one, not two but three 13 – 0 results were also in this round, Ross & Neil gave out their second one to Barbara & David, which ultimately made the difference as they finished above Matt & Helene on points difference to take eighth place.
Matt Ryan & David beat James & Daniel 13 – 0 and Richard Nevitt & Tom Scragg won three straight matches beating Alice & Brigitte 13 – 0 to finish 7th.  
Martin & Teresa lost the second match 13 – 12 this time to Brian & Paul.
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[image: image2.png]. 1221 Toby Northern Gary Cowburn Liberation / St Mary| 5 65:35
.|1209 Andrew Limbrick Matt Scholefield |Carrefour 4 15 4:1 62:45
.|1214 Geoffroy Buffetrille |Matt Buesnel Liberation 3 16| 3:2 | 57:40
.|1212 David Ibitson Matthew Ryan Liberation 3 |15 3:2 | 53:31
.|1215 James Rondel Paul Bell Liberation 3 |15| 3:2 | 44:43
.|1208 Andrew Bellamy-Burt Matthew Pinel Liberation 3 |14 3:2 | 53:40
.|1220 Richard, Nevitt Tom, Scragg Independant 3111325135 1
.|1219 Neil Selby Ross Payne Liberation 3 /10| 3:2 | 48:35
9./1217 Matthew Hutchings |Helene Retrosi Liberation 3 |[10| 3:2 | 54:51
10./1207 Alice Ibitson Brigitte Ibitson Liberation 2 |15) 2:3 | 42:50
11.{1211 Brian Harris Paul Le Moine Liberation 2 |14| 2:3 | 48:57
12./1218 Mo De Gruchy Stephen Stoneman Liberation 2 |12/ 2.3 4051 | 5
13./1213 Dr James, Villalard |Daniell, Villalard |Independant 2 |11, 233651 2
14./1210 Barbara, Grover David, Grover Carrefour 1112/ 1:4|4052| 4
15./1216 Martin Koradi Teresa Koradi Liberation 1111 14| 4052 3





Quarter Finals

Toby Northern & Gary Cowburn

v
Neil Selby & Ross Payne                        
Andrew Limbrick & Matt Scholefield
v
Richard Nevit & Tom Scragg

Geoffroy Buffetrille & Matt Buesnel
v
Andrew BB & Matt Pinel
David Ibitson & Matt Ryan


v
James Rondel & Paul Bell

Well despite topping the rankings a tough draw for Toby & Gary who played Neil & Ross who are third in the Liberation Doubles Premier League.  It proved to be as Ross & Neil lead most of the way and were 12 – 7 up when time ran out but with three ends to play Toby & Gary still had hope and with Neil & Ross out of boules and Gary three to play there was an opportunity to make a six for the win.  Gary shot the first target boule but unfortunately the coche went next to one of Neil’s other boules, so Gary who had fired really well all day had two shots for at least four points, but unfortunately it wasn’t to be as the top ranked team went out 13 - 7.
David & Matt Ryan has already beaten their quarter final opponents 13 – 2 in round one in James & Paul, and were looking likely to repeat that score leading 10 – 2 before an unbelievable fight back by James & Paul to provide a big shock to make the semi-finals 13 – 10.

Andrew & Matthew Scholefield had only lost to Toby & Gary but also fell at the quarter final stage against Richard & Tom for a remarkable competition for the latter pair winning 13 - 8.

Any other competition could have seen Geoffroy Buffetrille & Matt Buesnel play Andrew Bellamy-Burt & Matt Pinel play in the final, but both teams had only won three out of five in the Swiss rounds.

It was the latter who made the semi-finals as the favourites played the better game after their 13 – 5 loss in the last Swiss match.  Matt & Andrew winning 12 – 6.
Semi – Finals

Andrew Bellamy-Burt & Matt Pinel
v
Richard Nevitt & Tom Scragg

James Rondel & Paul Bell


v
Neil Selby & Ross Payne

Anyone looking at the Semi-Final line up would have picked a different final with two relative new teams/players in each match.
James & Paul, one of those teams had already beat Neil & Ross and quickly imposed themselves on the Semi-Final taking a 8 – 1 lead, before Neil & Ross put the pressure on taking it to 8 – 7 but then left an open end and five boules on the coche saw James & Paul get a 5 point end to win the match 13 – 7 and make the final.

Matt and Andrew match against Richard & Tom should have been comfortable, but with the latter playing exceptionally well to reach the semi-finals.  This was where the fairytale ended though as Matt & Andrew made the final winning 13 – 5.
Richard & Tom took third place as despite being down to 12 came back to win 13 – 12 over Ross & Neil to get the bronze medal.

In the final James & Paul imposed themselves in the first three ends taking an early 2 – 0 lead, with the coche going out on two of those ends.  The constant pressure from the favourites finally took its toll on James and Paul, with the final score 13 – 6 to Andrew & Matt.
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Congratulations to everyone who took part in another successful competition.
Thank you to everyone who helped prepare for this competition and the running of it on the day, (especially Ross Payne) which takes a great deal of time and effort
NEXT UP – CHARITY TRIPLES OPEN – GET YOUR ENTRIES IN NOW!.

Kind Regards
Toby Northern

Chairman
Liberation Petanque Club
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