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The Greatest Life Change ... A Relationship with Jesus
By M.R.

I gresw wp in a town in Nodhem Pennsyivania known as Wiles-Barre. | was raised with three sisters, no brothers, and a
great mother. My father wasn't present much, in and out of my Iife, with a serous drinking problem. | remember, when my
father drank, he would become very abusive Iowards my mather and me, He was a semi functioning alcoholic, a master
carpenter and worked most of the life | knew of him as a supenntendent in the carpenter's union. My father had litle stints
of sobriety, and when that happenad, he taught me simple things of his trade. During those times of scbriety, it always fell
liker hee was there for me, In those times | thought he was a great father, and then he weuld get drunk and stan beating on
my mother and me. My mother ook most of the abuse and pul up with that abuse for a LONG time. | was about bwelve
years old when she finally had encugh and told him to leave, | didn't see him much after that, YWell, from time 1o time, he
would pop up to give me money, buy me a dirt bike, BB guns and other gifts. Then | wouldn't hear from him for months. |
knew he only lived abaut ten minutes away 50 that made it hard for me to understand why be didnt wanl (o visit me more.
This caused me 10 feel unwanted by him.,

For years my anger grew. | just couldn’t understand why he didn't want to see me and why he chose alcohol and his nighit=
life over us kids. | grew very resentful, and | held those resentments for many years, until | began to do the same things

he had done. Once | started doing drugs and drinking alcohol, | too put those things before my family, my own life, every-
thing! | guess you could say, it took me becoming an addict before | could forgive him. Al that point | starled to see how
the drugs had begun lo change me as | was actually bacoming a different person.

Let me tell you some things about my mother. | am so thankful for her; she was the best woman I've ever known. She was
the best mother anyone could ever ask for. She alvways had all of us kids' backs. Being a single mother and raising four
kids by herself, she worked two and sometimes three jobs while still managing to be the best mom. She never grew bitter
or lost her patience with any of us, as she did her best to assume both roles of mother and father. Occasionally she would
date someone, and I'd get ugly and eventually run them off. Looking back taday, | feal remorseful about those aclions and
outhursis. But unforiunately, | can't change or undo what was already done.

Cur mother loved Jesus, she sent us to a Catholic schoaol, and we were in church every Sunday. Unfortunately, 1 was
unrecaptive at the time, I'm sure youw're all familiar with the song by Mere Haggard, "Mama Tried', Sometimeas | think he
wiote that song about me, I'm kidding.

Withowt a father figure in my life, from then on, | rebelled and skipped school. When | did go to school, | was conslantly
getting in fights with lols of suspensions. Al the age of thineen | began to gravitate lowards an older crowd of guys. This
new crowd of guys were into all kinds of different things. Things like heavy drinking, snorting pills and stealing from stores.
It didn't take long, and | had progressed in my addiction, even faster than the new crew | had mel.

It seemed almost instantaneously, | moved on from stealing to armed robbery, ripping off drug dealers and all kinds of
roften things. By the time | reached seventean | was mixed up in a drug deal gone wrong where 1 'was stabbed. My right
arm was nearly severed off, | underwent a surgery called Radial Merve Transplant, That's where they took a nerve from
my right leg and put it in my fght arm. The surgeon told me that | may never have full motion or use in that arm. | refusad
to allow that to happen to me. And looking back now, | see where God refused (o give up on me either. Being the knuckle-
head that | was, | refused their physical therapy and did my own physical therapy, nding my dirt bike. The doclors and my
family tried o stop me, but of course, | 'wasn't listening to anyone. | would use my left arm and place that mationless arm
on the handlebars and drop my shoulder to bwist the thretile, I'm net saying that | went about it the rght way, but the
doctors were surprised that I'd gained back about 80% of the use in that arm. Seeing me move and work today, you would
never know that ever happened to me.

In that whole surgery and recovery process | was prescribed oxyconting As | became Tonder” of the pills | realized that |
could go to different doctors and mix them up o obtain MORE pills. That was, until they all cut me off. This was my first
time being dope sick. From there | jumped from the pan and into the fire, | started doing herain. It didn't take long. about
ong month and | was shooting up. By the time | lurnad eightean, | was out of control. | was not only doing burglaries, rob-
beries and being shot al, | slole guns and used thosa guns (o0 rob whatever and whoever | could. Yes, | was even slealing
fram my own family,

The law eventually caught up with me for a slew of felony charges. | was booked my first time at the age of eighteen,
skinny as a rail and dope sick as a dog. Even at thal, in order to get high, | manipulated the psychiatrists to give me all
kinds of meds, Whatever | could to escape reality, | did, The only positive thing | did every time | got locked up was to
wiork oul. I'd get booked and do my ime constantly in some sort of work oul. By the time I'd leave prison I'd be 200 Ibs.,
turn right arownd and get JACKED UPR, strung cut, emaciated and in two months 1'd be back at 150 Ibs. | was like a dog
that ahways returned 1o his own vomit!

As so00n as | was out of prison | was back with the same friends, the same women and back to my old ways, robbing and
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destroying everything that | laid my hands on, I'm sure you're familiar with the saying, "out the gate by eight and in the
spoon by noon’. I'd say that from the age of 18 to 34 I've spent 13 of those years in and out of jails, prisons, rehabs,
halfway houses, and mental instilutions. In the midst of all those years of addiction and crime people around me were
overdosing, dying and dropping like flies,

Then, | was in a car accident where my cousin lost her life. | was only hospitalized and after a lot of stiches and casts, |
ralled out of the hospital, 've overdosed so many times that | can’l even put a number an it. I've been in threa different
critical car accidents, a matorcycle accident and for some reason I'm still here. | know now that God had saved me for a
purpose, His purpose.

Back 1o my father for a minute, He passed away while | was in one of my prison stays, al the young age of 55, Thay say
he died from a heart attack brought on by his drinking and drugging lifestyle choices. It's sad, but he died in his bed,
alone. They didn't find him until 3 days later, only after the neighbors smelled him. He died alone because he chose drugs
and alcohol over everything else, All of the years | spent in jails and prisons | was always into some sort of drugs,
assaults, and fights. | spent lots of that time in the hole. Solitary confinement does something to the mind, it fries to break
you. My poor mother would send me money whenever | asked. | see now where | milked her dry, blowing thousands of
her hard-eamed money ON DRUGS,

Once | was doing a 3 - G=year sentence, | called home to talk to maom and found out that she had breast cancer. | was
crushed! But what did | do? | used MORE drugs to numb myself as much as | could, Soon after this she underwent a
double mastectomy, chemo, and radiation. It seemed she had beat it, for now. After serving 4 % vears on that 3-8 year
sentence, | was released and returned home with a habit. Day one al mom's house | was already dope sick and off to the
races, Onca again, | hooked back up with an old girlfriend, and started hanging oul with the SAME old friends. | was
tweaked oul one night and broke inlo a pelice impound ket. | found a truck with the keys in it and drove it through the gate,
only going a few towns over from there, I'd been up for almost 6 days straight. Evidently, | pulled down a one-way street,
parked and passed out. When | woke up, | had no clue where | was or whose truck | was in. But | started it up and drove it
over 1o a meth dealer and sold it. The next day they got caught driving it, told on me and here we go ... on parcle and on
the rum, ASAIN,

Before they caughl up with me, 1 packed a bag and hitchhiked to Florida. | got busy and quickly found a job, building
houses. | stayed under the radar, somehow, saved my monay and even found someone who would co-5ing for me on a
new Harey Davidson. Shortly after that 1 quit my job, bailed, and took off across the country on that new Harley Davidson.
I always found drugs evenywhers, even when Dwasn't looking the drugs found me, 0 of course, | did drugs the whiols way
across the United States, | was in high-speed chases in four different states, bul for some reason was never caught.
Please remember, | am not glonifying that way of life. | was out of my mind, and | now realize that is no way 12 live. | am 50
lucky to be alive. | put myself in some pretty scary situations where | almost lost my life countless times.

Al the end of that trek, | found myself in Arizona. In a short ime, | found a job, ves, building houses. After saving up some
money | had planned to head over o California. On the way there the Arzona State Police lit me up. After all that I'd
already been through | was not about 10 go back to prison. S0, ence again, | fled, Of course, they chased me, at speeds of
over 100 mph. | really think | could have gotten away if it hadn't started raining. Al those speeds the rain felt like bullets on
my skin. | was wet, cold, exhausted, and OUT OF GAS. The bike sputtered at a stop light in Flagstaff, and | was sur-
rounded. With helicopters shining lights on me | put my hands up. That's when things took a turn for the worse. They all
came running at me like foolball players, tackling me in a rain guiter wash, Thal's when they started tazing me, kicking me
and punching me until | could barely breathe. With a wet bandana over my face and 10 cops on my back | started to fight
for my life. When it was all over, | was battered and bealen, and locked up in the back of a cruiser. From there | was
driven to the Coconing County Jail, where | was threwn in a holding cell and later booked, | was now being charged with 4
aggravaled assaults on Police officers, felony flight, escape and 5 counts of felony endangerment. | was screwed!

Alter close to & months there in the county jail, they came at me with a plea for 12 years. My public defender told me that
was as good as it was going to get. | was sick when | heard what he had to say. That was when | got down on my knees
and said this simple prayer, "Please God! I'm sormy. I'm somy that I've ignored You for this long. | repent for all of the wrong
that I've done. Please Lord, forgive me. Please help me.” After | got up from praying, | went and called my mom and broke
the news 1o her. She was saddened and sick to hear once again that | was in jail, and we cried together. | told her, for the
thousandth ime, *I'm sarry mom, | don't know what to do.” A few days passed and | called her again. She told me to find
an attorney, she would pay for it. | did, and God went to work. After 14 months, there in Flagstalf County Jail, the atterney
got il pled down (o 3 years in the ADOC,

Al during the time that | was in the County Jail | never stopped deoing drugs. Whalever and whenever | could get them, |
used them, Yes, even after my prayer. | took trips to the hole 3 different times for fighting and abusive language to the
slafl. This ime was extremely stressiul due to COVID and constant COVID testing and isolation. On top of all thal, my
mem broke some more bad news, the cancer was back and this lime it was in her brain, They said it was inoperable, She
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started her fight when | started my journey in ADOC, Due to the fact that all contact numbers needed to be approved by
ADCC | didnt get to call and talk to her for 2 months. A little sidestep here for a moment ... | really don't like to even admit
this, but here it goes. | would have other people send her messages like, "Mom, it's me. | love you mom and | hope your
number gels approved soon. Would you please send a cash app (o this name. | need 3300 for a TV and some sneakers.”
She always sent the money, but | instead used it on black tar heroin and meth, Sitting here writing this a cant believe what
a scumbag | was, You want 1o talk about regret, shame, and a micture of other emotons?

PLEASE, if you're reading this and you're doing something close or similar 1o what | did, let me tell you, you may never
forgive yourself OR get the chance to make it up 1o your family, If it's not too late and they're still around, take it from me
and stop while you can. If you've already done somathing like this and you're trying 1o forgive yoursalf, the bast way to
make them prowd is to give your life 1o Jesus, Stay sober, work hard and eventually they will forgive you, Most of all, it
makes it easier o forgive yourself, Back to my testimony.

As mom's number was finally approved, of course | continued to use drugs. Each time that | spoke with her | could tell that
she was diminishing fast. | pleaded with God, "PLEASE don't lake my mom from me. VWhat do You want from me, Lord?”
Soon after that she lost the ability to use the phone or even speak. That was when | went off the deep end! Now that | had
no access to pay for my drugs before long, 1'd racked up over 52 800 in dope bills. | refused to check into PC! Truth be
told, | wanted them to kill me, | didn’t have the nerve to kill myself, so | was thinking someone else would do it for me,
Because | was always gelting into fights, | had to keep my head on a swivel.

Right here is when the "heads’ on the yvard found oul about how much money | owed and were about to grant the green
light, That's when God intervened and sent, we'll call them Joey and James, both Chrstians, inmates in leadership posi-
tions. They pulled some skrings and got me moved o ancther yvard, there at Red Rock. When | arrivied there, | was
shocked to see how this block was running. If you are not aware, AZ prisons are segregated, each race separated with
minimal interaction. Mot this yard, everyone was logether and close to 95% of the people were sober and in some sont of
schooling, Bible studies, or drug or alcohol program. The moment | walked in there | could physically feel peace and love.
Instantly | felt the presence of the Holy Spirit as | was greeted by my new Christian brother, "Jogy'. That was when he told
me, “Mike, forget about the money you owe, we will take care of it. But here is what | want you to do. Stop getling high.”
WHAT! What's the calch, | asked? He said, "There is no catch, You'ra with us now.” | thought to myself, who is 'us'? Was
‘us’ the Christian brolhers, Bible bangers, and Jesus freaks? | laugh as | wrile this because | used to think of these names
as insults, but today | see them as badges of honor,

Right there is where | started my journey of sobriety, I'll admit, it was pretty rocky at first, | was sick as a dog, and | slipped
numercus imes. But | held on to the brothers that were there for me and pushed on. S0 many men there helped me as
wier had Bible studies 3 nights a week, somelimes every day. With the reoms filled with lifetime criminals and once
hardened comvicts we sang at the top of our lungs, cried together and shared stories aboul how Jesus saved us. It was
truly the Saul to Paul transformation! When | tell you that this parlicular prison was on fire for Jesus, | can say I've NEVER
seen anything like it.

It was December and my mom had taken a turn for the worse, She was now bed ridden and had 1o have Hospice there to
help her, The pressura on her brain kept her from speaking. | was broken. On Decembar 281h, which was the Sth anniver-
sary of my father’s death, | signed up lo get baplized. Sad to say but I'd relapsed the night before, but for some reason
feeling sober. As | entered the chapel, | seen the man that had come o baptize us. It was none other than the founder of
this GNE«E newsletter, ‘Duck’, He was wearing an orange vest, to match us men, Here was this big, bearded biker about
to dunk me, and not even | knew it would change my life forever. He asked me some questions about Salvalion and my
commitment to Jesus and baplized me in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirt, Down | went! Afler | dried off, |
went and thanked him for coming to baptize us and went back to my block. On the way | it up a cigarette and it tasted dif-
ferent. As | took another drag God spoke 1o me for the first time, that | understood. That was when | felt in my spint, “This
is not for you anymore,” | threw away the cigarettes and never, 10 this day, it one up again. That was the day that years of
sin, addiction, shame, guill and abandonment washed off of me! Almosl instantly | lost the desire to do drugs and alcohal.
From there, | only wanted 10 help bring other people to Jesus, a desing | never had while | was using drugs, The very
same day my dad died because of his addictions; | was healed of the addictions | hadl! Praise Jesus!

I called my mom every day that | could. | had my sister put the phone up next to her ear and | would tell her *l love yvou
Mom”, | told her what Jesus was doing in my life and what a great mother she was., | did this up until January 18th. That's
when | got a message from the Chaplain, that one of my sisters wanted me 1o call her. | called my sister, and she gave me
the news that mom had passed, Right there | got down on my knees and prayed, “Lord Jesus, thank You for receiving my
mother into Your kingdom, Please give me the strength to get through this, Please fill me with Your peace.” Instantly 1 felt
the tingle of the Holy Spint, an overwhelming physical tingle and warmih from my head (o my toes. Then my body felt like

continued on page 9 ...
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Cowercomers for (Shrist family today is a blessed day. After months of not getting any mail. | finally got a card from ya'll. |
have been somewhal of a lazy person for a while, you might say | was taking a break! What | didn't know is whether or not
God would be happy at me for being lazy. Then | got your card. .. low and behold, thereon the front of the card is the Care-
giver's prayer:

Father, today | come asking for a fresh wind of grace from you. Lead me and guide me in this time of caregiver for the one
flove. Lel me gather sirenglh from you hour by howr. Lel me graceflully lake aszistance from others when they offer. Grant
ma the wisdom from you for any new issues | may face today. Remind me when | need a break, 50 | can take care of
mysalf as wall. May | remember that I will sometimes get tired and the only perfect caregiver is you. In Jesus"Name Amen

S0, in answer (o my taking a “lazy day”™ o myself, YES! You can't do God's work on a foggy mind!! Thank you for the
timing my family and remember that we all need some ime Lo ourselves here and there, Don't Iry 10 be Ultra Tomy for he is
one of a kind ... LOL.

Psalm 61:2 - “From the end of the earth [ will cry to You, when my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me 1o the rock that
is higher than L™

QOur Bible
By M.D.

My fellow (Mnercomers for (hrist; Do you realize that millions of people today are desperately searching for a reliable voice
of authornbty? | must tell you that the Word of God is the ONLY real authonity we have, His Word sheds light on the human
nature, world problems and human suffering. But beyond that, it clearly reveals the way to God.

The message of the Bible is the message of Jesus Christ, who said, s s sy, s b gl he 105" (John 14:6)
It is the story of Salvation; the story of our redemption through Christ; the story of life, of peace, and of etamity.

Cwir faith is not dependent on human knowledge or scientific advance, but upon the unmistakable message of living Word
of God. The Bible has a great radition and a magnificent herntage containing 66 Books written over a period of several
hundreds of years by many different men. Yet the message, divinely inspired by the Holy Spirit, is clear throughout its
pages.

Yes, the Bible is old, yvet it is ever new. It is the most modem Book in the world still today. There is a faise notion that a
Book as ancient as the Bible cannot speak to our modern needs. People somahow think that in an age of scentific
achievement, and advanced technology where knowledge has increased more in the past 25 years than in all preceding
centuries put together, this ancient Book is out of date. WRONG!!

To all who read, follow, and love the Bible, it is the most relevant for our generation. Itis in the Holy Scriptures that we find
the answers 1o life's ullimale questions: “Where did | come from? Why am | here? What is the imporitance of my exis-
tence?” One of the greatest needs in the Church today is to come back to the Scriptures as the basis of authority, and o
study them prayerfully in dependence on the Holy Spirit. When we read God's Word, we fill our hearls with His Word as
God 15 speaking dinecty to us.

Mr. William Lyon Pheips, called the most beloved professor in America, and one time president of Yale University, made
the often-quoted statement, °1 thoroughly believe in a University education for bath men and women; but 1 believe a knowi-
edge of the Bible without a college course is more valuable than a college course without a Bible,”

One of the greatest tragedies today is that, although the Bible is an available, open Book, it is a closed Book to millions —
gither because they leave it unread or because they read it without applying its teachings to themselves. Mo greater
tragedy ¢an befall a person or @ nation than that of paying lip service to a Bible left unread or a way of life not followed.
The Bible, the greatest document available for the entire human race, needs to be opened, read, believed, and applied!
One survey I'm aware of indicates that only 12% of the people who say they believe the Bible actually read it every day;
3% read it only once a week, and 42% read it only once in a while.
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Thanks to my stepmother, Francine, who's current balle with cancer inspired me to write this article. Please pray with me
my (oercomers for (Lhrist family, that she wins her battle and shames the devil with her victony! Now, let's ALL get back
into our Bibles!

Investment of Time
By J.5.

Ghercomers for Ghrist family evenywhere. I'd like to deliver this admonition for you all. First, | guess | should define what
admonition means from the dictionary ... 1. To reprove gently. 2. To warm. 3. To urge eamestly — admonish — noun. Mext,
I'll use the word exhortation and what its definition is, to incite by appeal or argument, caution; admonish. Exhortation —
nocun 1. The act of exhording. 2. Language designed 1o arouse to a laudable effort; admonition.

We, as believers, must INVEST in the time it takes. Invest lime in each other 50 that we can remain a community of
believers together. Notice how the word ‘unity’ is in the word ‘community?

Any relationship worth being involved in takes time’ 1o cultivate and grow. We all have enough ‘time” to invest in each
other. Time well spent on wholesome worthwhile aspects of our lives is surely not time we will ever regret spending, or
ever wish to be refundad. After all, in reality, we all know our time is ‘non-refundable.” We often forget that onca time has
been spent or used up there is no getling any of it back.

I assure you beloved brothers and sisters, that to dig deeper and deeper in and through the Word of our Father and
Creator, IS TIME WELL SPENT! And surely, it's time well spent, when we wisely and accurately share cur Creators words,
wrapped in His love and guidance with others. After reviewing my time through the ‘Pandemic’, it was never downtime! It
was time well spent!

QOur Father's Word is the most valuable asset we could "purchase’ with our limited amount of ime currency that we do
have at our disposal. Our Father has gifted each of us with time’, therefore, as good and faithful stewards of this precious
currency, | exhort you all, beloved brethren, 1o spend wisely 10 love, learn, share and grow.,

This time spent will be worthwhile as thera are lifetime lessons to be leamed! Lessons we, as maturing Christians can
pass on ko our young ones, children and loved ones. And believe me, these passed along lifetime lessons are probably a
valuable commaodity that we could even take beyond the grave. Think on how your loved ones will enefil from your time
well spent in your relationship with God and your ime in His Word. So, when you've shared what you have learmed in
Gaod's Word, you've spent your ime wisely. Love to you all, byg and small.

Tested Genuineness
By J.H.

First and foremaost, all praise to the Most High! ALL glory goes to Him wiho has called us out of the darkness and inte His
great and beautiful Light!

The peace that surpasses all understanding truly is a sacred gift of His perfect plan, He's covered every single base!

Look here in T Peter 1.7, “These have come so that the fested genuineness of your faith-of greater worth than
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire-may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed.”

The hwo words that stand out o me are tested genuineness’. Everybody wants and needs real people in their life. Some-
times we go for years without knowing if a certain person is really in our cormer, so o speak. In our faith adversity seems
io be crtical. Through adversity true followers of Christ can keep being that city on a hill, that salt. That’s when we can rest
in thal peace that passes all understanding. I's through thal adversity that we find a better way (o minister (o younger
belicvers and non-believers, Jesus is perfect in His wisdom!
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Daniel 2:24-4:3T7

: and for God, you will stand 'out. It may ba painful, and
it mﬂy not always have a happy ending. Be prepared '-*.- 'I[ mwﬁﬁ mae, or if He doesn, | will serva only God.”

One of the most difficult lessons to leamis thal God 5 Bm'erﬂm Heiis abovaiall of those who are above us. He limits the
power and authority of all the gmramanl I::uslnass and rahghus reauars in the world. Those who live in freedom and
with a relatively high degree of autenomy fi 1d this diffis darstand While we may feel as though we are free to do

whal we please, God is soveraign over a .f-l.'__i?j

1 Peter 4:7-5:14 ‘ ; b

Itis not shameful to suffer for being a Christian. § e _ were persecuted for preaching the Good News,
they rejoiced because such pars:a:cu m § approval of their workl Acts 5:41, “The aposties left the
high council rejoicing that God hag 11 { disgrace for the name of Jesus."” Don't seek out
suffering, and don't try to aveid it. In-st A doing what is ther or nul.fthnngs suffering. (4:16)

Psalms 119:81-112 . i

The stability of the universe or the heaven, mirmors 0d's faithiulness, , and care. But aven mgre important, it reflects

the permanence of God's laws and the facts that the universe sarves H

God's Word makes us wise, wiser than our enemias and wiser than any
amassing knowledge. It is applying knowladge in a life changing way. |
wigse, Wisdom comes from allowing God's teachings to quide us. (1719:97-

Proverbs 28:15-16

Those in authority will stay in authority longer when they are honest, not , and do not oppress the people they are
in authority over. Don't let the power of authority cause you to become evil. ﬁ%- 16)

119:89-91)

or axperianced people are nol necassarily

R “Foot” Notes

Hey, Cvercomers!

Just recently | received, in my opiniondthe g

believers in Christ and chain breakers b

Gretchen and Matthew, just gol ba
this side of the fence can hold on o the -] :
heirs. Trust me when | tell you that | 1ake nd cre andchildren becoming believers that is all God's
work in my family. That being said my hearl is - | the way things are in the word right now my
children and grandchildren are safe within Il'gp 5 i £ vior Jesus Christ.

father could receive. Mot only. are my children
lievers-too! My two oldest grandchildren,
5 whowve lived lives of crime and addiction on

Love to y'all, short and tall ... Vaya con Dios A g than your angels can fly!!
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The Greatest Life Change ... A Relationship with Jesus By M.R. . COntinued from page 5
it was wrapped in a warm blanket. | felt peace and strength beyond any human understanding. At that moment | was
100% convinced that Jesus Christ was REAL! | guess | always believed but sometimes, in the back of my mind | also had
some doubts. But not after this day.

I realized that day that Jesus had been with me this whole entire time, He's always had my back. I'm alive today because
He wants me to share my story. He made me a warmior that day and I'm etenally grateful. What a loving perect God we
servel After mom passed, | engulfed myself in studies, | began to devour the Word as the Scriptures began to leap off the
pages and into my hear. | studied and earmned my GED, took trade classes, led Bible studies, and helped the other still
broken brothers around me. God allowed me to experience all of my craziness o that | would be better prepared to help
other peopla.

Then, one day | was called inte my counselor's office where she told me thal | was being released on December 7th. |
was shocked because | knew that | had warrants out of Pennsylvania, But she told me | was good, that she didn't see any
warranis. She asked me where 1 wanted to get dropped off, but 1 had no clue where to go. | asked her to give me a day or
50 and | would get back with her, |'went back o my block and consulted with my Christian brothers, We prayed together
and it seemed like | prayed all night, “What should | do Lord?” In my heart | knew what He wanted me o do. He wanled
me 1o go back to my counselor and ask them o please call Pennsylvania, that was the right thing (o do. Instead, | con-
vinced myself that Pennsylvania must not want me, | had an old Ghercomers for Glirist newsletter, so | looked in there and
seen the address was Mesa, Anizona. That's when 1'went and old my counsealor | wanted to go o Mesa, When | was
released, | was dropped off at the parole office, homeless, with the $250 I'd eamed from waorking in prisen, | know right,
instead of owing money I'd saved money!

After walking into the parcle office and meeling my new pargle officer, he asked me, "Wherg are you going o live?" Al that
point | didn't have a clue, | was from Pennsylvania and didn't know a single soul in Arizona, He looked at me a little
stressed out, but after a few calls he found me a half-way house in that area. Leaving priscn, | ook the phone number
from the bottom of the pages of the @liui newsletter with me. | called and it was 'Duck’! | told him who | was and that he
had baplized me in Red Rock, that | wanted to be a part of Living Word Bible Church and get involved in the OC4C
ministry. That very next Sunday he and his wife met me at the Mesa campus. They immediately introduced me to 50 many
people and | filled my phone with Church contacts. It was crazy how much | felt like | belonged there, The pastors prayed
over me for great job opporunities, strength, abundance and so much more. After all of that "Duck’ and his wife took me 1o
eat a great barbeque dinner before they dropped me off at the half-way house.

The next moming, | went to work for a temp service agency. After one week of working there, | was sent 1o a new job site.
After working there for just one day the senicr supernntendent appreached me and asked me if | wanted 1o work for them
exclusively? | accepted his offer and immediately started making good money. They were paying me $30 an hour, with as
many hours as | wanted to work. | worked hard somedays 10-12 hours, up to 80 hours a week. | went to church most
Sundays, continued o read my Bible, listened to worship music, and fellowshipped with my new God found family.
Remember the Paslor's prayers?

Staying in contact with "Duck’ we soon became good friends, more like family to me though. He became like a father

figure to me, always had good advice and direction. From thera he took me under his wing, An amazing persan, 1'm so
grateful for him and his wife. The closer we gol we realized that we both were carpenters, we loved to nde motorcycles
and our birthdays were only 3 days apart. Tell me that isn't God! Whether we were on the phone or in his shop he always
talked o me aboul Jesus. | could just feel how real Jesus was when we lalked, | guess what I'm getting at is, no matter
where you live, man or woman, God has a family for you to experience. I'm not telling you o get dropped off in Mesa and
call ‘Duck’. What | am telling you is to have faith in God, find a good church to attend, get plugged in, work hard, stay
sober and allow the Lord to guide and direct your steps.

Remember, with God on your side, your past doesn'l matter, and your felonies don't matter. There is so much work to be
had when you truly want 1o work and make the changes in your life, There are good paying jobs, and blessings around
every comer. Please believe me, God blesses hard work, 1'm living proof of that. Lel's finish up the testimony.

I moved out of that half-way house and found a room for rent. | quickly saved up my money and bought a vehicle and had
pretty much everything | needed 1o succeed, After 3 months of hard work, | had a vehicle, was buying a motorcyche from
‘Duck’, and more clothes and sneakers than | probably needed. | had money in the bank, my credit was on the rise, | had
a great job, God was blessing me with 50 much peace, abundance and 6 much more,

Then, one night after work | was headed to meet ‘Duck’ lo experience my first revival, a Chrislian Revival that Living Word
was hosting. It was a Thursday night, and | was excited to gel there, hear a great word and maybe even help him baptize
some people. That was when | was pulled over for a simple raffic viclation. I'll admit, after not driving a vehide for 10
years | was a little rusty, They ran my name and those warrants from Pennsylvania popped up, You remember, the ones
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thatl God placed on my heart to 9o and have my prison counsalor deuble check, bul | didn!! Yep, Pennsylvania wanted
me, | was never supposed to be released. God wamed me and | should have been more persistent in following His lead.
Brothers and sisters, if yvou even have an inclinalion that you have cutstanding wamants ANYWHERE, don't make the
same mistake that | did, Write those places, call them, put in motions, One in particular that works is an Interstate Agree-
ment on Detainers Act. Il you don’t uncover whatever is slill there, | can promise you it will come back to bile you in the
butl,

You have no idea how much of a disappointment this was, To have everything finally going right in my life, and then 10
hawve this pop up. After they armested me, they took me to the Maricopa County Jail. This was by far the worst county jail
I'd ever baen in. Thank God | finally knew that He was stll there with me and wouldn'l leave ma through it all, With God's
help | stayed sober while | wailed for extradition o Pennsyivania. Pennsylvania came and picked me up after 2 months.
When | arfived in Pennsylvania, | sat there for & months before | had my final haaring, Pennsylvania gave me another 2
years, | hope you understand that I'm writing this testimony, in a cell, at my desk and I'm full of peace, strength and the
Haly Spirit. | thank God for every day that | am seber. | thank Jesus for never leaving me or giving up on me. | thank Him
every day that | have a release date, because | know that some of you brothers and sistars don't have that luxury.

Let me encourage you 1o not give up on God, He is full of mercies. And even with all that I've writtén, 1l be releasad in
2025, Tell me that sn't God! | got sober on the anniversary of my fathers' death. | was released on the anniversary of my
moihers going home to be with ihe Lord, God 1B 50 loving! He ook a man like | was, urmed my heart of stone 1o one that
now beats with the love of Jesus, and I'm getting stronger and stronger by the day. I'm a new creation in Chist Jesus! Let
me assure you, He is no respecter of persons. Meaning, He's done all of this for me, He wanis 1o and will do it for anyone
that surrenders their life to Him, no matier whal you may have donel Now that's love. You can trust God. Allow Him to
guide your [ife, Read His Word, listen o Holy Spint as He leads you, work hard and love even harder, And just as impor-
tantly, God will NEVER give up on you so don't give up on yourself,

| wrant to thank you all for taking your time to read this testimony. My hope is that this touches one persen for the glory of
God. | also want to thank ‘Duck’ and his wife for their true friendship. | thank God for the (eercomers for (hrist ministry! |
wanl to thank my sisters for always having my back, and taking care of our mother when | wasn'l there. 1 want (o thank all
of my Christian brothers at Red Rock for picking me up when | was at my lowest and halping me make the greatest life
change ever, a relationship with Jesus!

God bless vou alll Abways remember, it's NEVER too late to make a change o follow Jesus. Jesus is alnve and He loves
you very much!

Fold FRETS

Tony Gonzalez, tight end, made 1,325 receplions in his seventeen-yvear NFL career, second only 1o Hall of Fame wide
receiver, Jerry Rice's all-time record of 1,549,

Christion Canedy

A three-legged dog walks into a frontier saloon, sidles up 1o the bar, and announcas, “I'm looking for the man who shol my
paw.”

Quels orlhy

“Palience and perseverance have a magical effect before which difficulties disappear and obstacles vanish.”
= John Quincy Adams (1767 = 1848) an Amernican statesman, politician, diplomat, lawyer, and dianst who served as the
sixth president of the United States, from 1825 1o 1820, He pmmuﬂy served as the eighth United States secretary of
state from 1817 to 1825. During his long diplomatic and political career, Adams served as an ambassador and also as a
member of the United Slates Congress representing Massachusetls in both chambers. He was the eldest son of John
Adarns, who served as the second president of the United States from 1787 to 1801,
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WORD OF THE MONTH
Consanguineous
Pronunciation = kdn-san-gwi-né-as
Adjective - 1: of the same blood or origing specifically, descending from the same ancestor
"The two longtime friends were amazed (o discover that they were consanguinecus fifth cousins.”

Did You Know ... Consanguineous is part of a family of "blood “relatives that all descend from the Latin noun sanguis,
meaning “blood”, Some of these relatives are found on the literal branch of the family tree, as exsanguination, a term for

the draining or removal of blood. Others are on the figurative side of the family, such as sanguine, a word that can mean
“bloodred” or “ruddy” but that is more often used with the meaning “cheerful” or “optimistic™. There is also sangfroid, a
French word, literally meaning “cold blood” that was borrowed inte English o refer to self-control under stress. Consan-
guineous relies on the “kinship™ sense of blood, bringing together sanguis with the Latin prefix “con”, meaning “with”, to for
a word used to describe two or more people that descend from the same ancestor.

PROPOSAL A Mgl o0 by Ml Wty :
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| will betroth you o me forewer; 1 will betroth you in
AghteouEEness and Justice, i lpee and compasson, | wall

Betroth wyou i fasthiulness. amd you will acknroslecpe
the LORD. = Mmaa 20 B9 20w

ATTENTION ATTENTION Editor's Note ATTENTION ATTENTION

Hello evervone! We are working with Andrew Wommack Ministries, Charis Bible College, to have their books and Inmate
Bible Study (IBS by mail) available 1o ALL of you that are currently incarcerated, This is FREE of charge! Each month
when you write they will ship your requested book, FREE!

To oblain Ihese matenals in either English or Spanish you simply need 1o wnle: Andrew Wommack Ministries - P.O.
Box 3333 Colorado Springs, CO 80834-3333 and begin to grow even deeper in your relationship with the Lord. Get
started today, vour walk will never be the same!

-_—;;ﬁ‘mh

Living Word Bible Church Locations
Mesa - 3520 E. Brown Rd. Mesa, AZ 85213  Ahwalukee - 14647 3. 50th 31 #165 Phoenix, AZ 85044
Scoftsdale - 8551 E, Anderson Dr, #105 Scollsdale, AZ 85255  Gilbert - 202 5. Gilbert Rd. Gilbert, AZ 85296
Phoenix = 3525 W. Lewis Ave., Phoenix, AZ 55000 Espaiiol Mesa - 3520 E. Brown Rd., Mesa, AZ 85213

ﬁ:m?———

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Here is how you can give to the Shereemers for (SErist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memeo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ”, Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. For donations of less than 5250, your cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes, For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If you have
any questions, please call orwrite Wade Anderson,
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Taken Heed
By C.J.
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Righteously is how D ir o e,

always having pleasant wonds fo say'a
The Lord is inside of mes

and | make it a point 10 L&l everybody

| spread the Gospel faithiully,

letling others know the path 0 ele

Jesus died for us all, -

And it's time we take heed of His call.

The time know one knows,

but the Lord is only taking tose with the S
Because judgment day could e tom

and then non believers will forever duell

However, Ihey have the chante, Kss

repertancs,

I'm a living example of a N

Blessed and ready 1o leave, this

And there's charity in

thus | want to be the light. so | can
My walk and my talk, cx

of a man trying
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