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July-August 2018
“The members of the UU Meeting House hold sacred each individual’s
spiritual and ethical development. We welcome all and seek unity in diversity.
We commit ourselves in service to the wellbeing of the congregation and to all of
life.”~~Mission Statement of the Unitarian Universalist Meeting House of Provincetown
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The New Colossus
BY EMMA LAZARUS
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!
cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

care? we really care

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Matt. 10:14

“The way of God’s
Messenger is the way of
Love.
We are the children of
Love.
Love is our Mother.”

"There can be no keener
revelation of a society's
soul than the way in
which it treats its
children."
— Nelson Mandela,
Former President of
South Africa

Rumi
“And whoever welcomes one such
child in my name welcomes me. If anyone causes one of these little ones—
those who believe in me—to stumble,
it would be better for them to have a
large millstone hung around their neck
and to be drowned in the depths of the
sea.” Matthew 18:2-6
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Sunday, July 1: Won’t You Be My Neighbor?
Rev. Kate Wilkinson

For over thirty years, Fred Rogers, an unassuming minister, puppeteer, writer and producer was
beamed daily into homes across America. In his beloved television program, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, Fred and his cast of puppets and friends spoke directly to young children about some of life’s
weightiest issues, in a simple, direct fashion. This morning we draw on Morgan Neville’s new documentary film Won’t You Be My Neighbor? as we reflect on the legacy of Fred Rogers, focusing on his radically kind ideas.

Wednesday, July 4: Independence Day
Sunday, July 8: Righteous Indignation
Rev. Kate Wilkinson

Is it just me or has the whole country become addicted to the adrenaline of righteous indignation? This
morning we’ll look at how jumping to outrage misses the stepping stones of real dialogue. We’ll talk
about how this has influenced national politics and we’ll sit with each other as we inventory our own
inclinations toward self-righteousness.

Sunday, July 15: Imperfect Harmony: Music Sunday
with Mary Abt and Rev. Kate Wilkinson

This morning we will delight in the musical talents of our congregation and choir and share thoughts
from Stacy Horn’s book Imperfect Harmony: Finding Happiness Singing with Others.

Sunday, July 22: Start Close In
Rev. Kate Wilkinson
In one of his lovely poems, David Whyte encourages us to “Start Close In.” What does this mean within
the poem and what does it mean for us in our own lives?

Sunday, July 29: Jane Bunker speaking
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Sunday, August 5: Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep
Rev. Kate Wilkinson

During this morning’s service Rev. Kate and members of the congregation will reflect on the prayers
they learned as children, prayers from their various religious backgrounds, and what prayer means to
them today.

Sunday, August 12: Excuse Me…Are You Still there?
Rev. Kate Wilkinson

One of the gifts of good parents or good friends is consistently showing up and being there. Even if they
are playing the role of backdrop to whatever is going on in the foreground, having this steady, loving
presence in our lives is re-assuring. Some people feel that way about God, or nature, or an abiding love
that accompanies us through life. This morning we talk about how we can also be that for each other.

Sunday, August 19: The Economics of Empathy
Rev. Kate Wilkinson

Is empathy purely emotional and unselfish or is there a practical side to it too? Why has empathy become a buzz word in the economic world as well as something we talk about in our personal lives and
spiritual communities?

Join us today on our front lawn after service to offer Singing Blessings
to passersby as our gift to the town at the end of a busy summer.
Sunday, August 26: Bruce de Ste. Croix speaking

A Note from Rev. Kate
A Note from Rev. Kate
A Note from Rev. Kate
There’s a saying that goes… “people come into your life for
a reason, for a season, or for a lifetime.” I’ve been thinking
about that this week as we prepare to say goodbye to our
foster daughter. By the time this newsletter is published,
she will have been reunited with her family after six months
with us. Though we have grown to love her very much
during this time, it’s very likely that we will not be in touch
with her as she grows up. That’s the way the foster system
works sometimes. I know that you will be missing her as we
will.
For a season, she has been part of our community, and you have shown her what Unitarian Universalism is. She knows that the Meeting House is a place where everyone is
welcome, where people are allowed to believe different things, where all kinds of love
are honored, and where each person is special and divine. She also knows that there
will always be good treats at coffee hour!
At dinner sometimes she would do impressions of me in the pulpit. One of her favorite
lines to quote, perhaps because I say it every week, has been… “Now is the time when
we share our deep gratitude for this place.” She really has my tone and mannerisms
down.
So allow me now to share my deep gratitude for this place—a place where a little girl
navigating so much change and uncertainty in her life could instantly feel at home,

Helping Hands. . .

Another UUMH great
idea! Do you need a ride?
have a pet who needs a
walk? need some medication picked up? Helping
Hands has been at work
since 2016 assisting the
UUMH community.
Every month a different
volunteer is in charge of
matching your need up
with someone who has
volunteered to help. These
volunteers are creative
and resourceful people--don’t hesitate!
Dianne Kopser is the
facilitator:
508-237-1321

loved, and valued. It has been a gift to her and to us. One that will last a lifetime. And
I thank you!
Rev. Kate

“How wonderful it is
that nobody need wait
a single moment before

Editor’s note: My guess is there’s a reason Kate and Lisa’s foster daughter chose that particular line of Kate’s for her suppertime

starting to improve the

impressions--perhaps it expressed her own feelings for the home that Kate and Lisa made for her. Your congregation thanks you

world.”

both for embodying love and inspiring us all.

Anne Frank
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The Sign in My Father’s Hands

from the Board

BY MARTÍN ESPADA
—for Frank Espada
The beer company

News from the Board

did not hire Blacks or Puerto Ricans,

Summer 2018

so my father joined the picket line
at the Schaefer Beer Pavilion, New York World’s Fair,

Here it is July already and the 4th of July Parade will include our own U.U. people present
with the Racial Jutice Provincetown contingent. Hope we will see you there.

amid the crowds glaring with canine hostility.
But the cops brandished nightsticks
and handcuffs to protect the beer,
and my father disappeared.

There is a Task Force Committee working hard to get the U.U. ready for the next flood.
NEXT FLOOD???? Yes, we are in the flood zone one of the lowest points in P-town. We

In 1964, I had never tasted beer,

are trying to find ways to combat the problems we had the last time. We are working on a

and no one told me about the picket signs

plan for 3mo., 1 yr., and 10 yrs. There is a suggestion box in AB Hall for you to leave us
some ideas. We have to find ways to fund all that needs to be done. We have gotten rid of

torn in two by the cops of brewery.
I knew what dead was: dead was a cat
overrun with parasites and dumped

a lot of stuff around and inside of the building. There is sooo much more to be done.

in the hallway incinerator.

News: We now have a Lock Box which will allow the Fire Dept. to get into the building

I knew my father was dead.

immediately in an emergency.

I went mute and filmy-eyed, the slow boy

Your U.U. is striving to be more up to date. We all know we must move with the time.
In loving service,

who did not hear the question in school.
I sat studying his framed photograph
like a mirror, my darker face.

Lawrence Vice President
Days later, he appeared in the doorway
grinning with his gilded tooth.
Not dead, though I would come to learn
that sometimes Puerto Ricans die
in jail, with bruises no one can explain
swelling their eyes shut.
I would learn too that “boycott”
is not a boy’s haircut,
that I could sketch a picket line
on the blank side of a leaflet.

That day my father returned
from the netherworld
easily as riding the elevator to apartment 14-F,
and the brewery cops could only watch
in drunken disappointment.
I searched my father’s hands
for a sign of the miracle.

“America isn't Congress. America isn't Washington. America is the striving immigrant
who starts a business, or the mom who works two low-wage jobs to give her kid a

better life. America is the union leader and the CEO who put aside their differences
to make the economy stronger.”
Barack Obama

Among Ourselves
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Our hearts go out to all the immigrant children and their families who are undergoing
forced separation and incarceration.
Congratulations Amy Howell on your new position at HOW. We know how lucky they
are to have you!
Continuing thoughts and healing energy are being sent to Ellen Anthony as she copes
with her pain with great equanimity.
We are happy for Tracy Kachtick-Anders on her new pop up store: “The Joy Project!”
Welcome home at long last to Jon Arterton, James Mack,
and Annie Daignault. It was a long time coming!
Susan Downey and Loretta Butehorn continue to be dealt difficulties. Prayers go out
to them and their family members who are undergoing health concerns. You two are the
image of grace under pressure. We love you both!
We send deep love and care to Susan Cezanne in the wake of her mother’s death.
Know that we are holding you from afar.
Kat Black and Chris Vasquez are officially married. Mazel tov and love and all the
squeezes we can give.
We love you, Cricket!
Stan Hudson made it successfully through hip replacement. We send love to our
favorite bionic man!
Happy 75th, Jimmy Rann!
We send prayers out to Angel and his sister, Jasmine.
We send love and concern to Bo Harris and Paul Breen as they sort out some health
issue that Bo is experiencing.

Among Ourselves
Among Among Ourselves Ourselves
Among Ourselves

Mary Abt and Ave Gaffney have a new dog, a fantastic dog, who goes by the name of Finn!
Congratulations on such a happy adoption! And, speaking of Mary, we send our
condolences for the loss of her dear friend, Neicy.
Our hearts go out to Jane Harper, who lost her beloved aunt. We’re here for you.
Tracy Kachtick-Anders

We will miss Mackenzie! Bless you Kate and Lisa for bringing her into our lives.
We send our prayers out to Karen Pagano and her brother, Mark as he recovers from
Pat Medina

heart surgery.

We are also thinking of Pastor Brenda Haywood and her two cousins. Love is being
sent to all of the Haywood family.
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Kate Wallace Rodgers

UUMH members stood out in Truro and Wellfleet by the HUNDREDS.
Eric’s mom was out in Chatham!
Susan Cezanne listened to Rev. Kate speak in front of Provincetown Town Hall
Kitty. James, and Jon standing up for reunifying families on June 30th.

because James Mack was live casting!

“We live in a world in which we need to share responsibility. It’s easy to say, ‘It’s not my child, not my community, not my world, not my problem.’
Then there are those who see the need and respond.
I consider those people my heroes.”
Mr. Fred Rogers

Social Action Committee

The Social Action Committee held it's 2nd Ethical Eating Gathering on June 6th 2018 at The UU and
did we have fun together.
After 5 years of service as our Social Action Committee Chairperson,
Rik “ Wave” Kapler is stepping down from this post. Wave will

The event began with a lively discussion on the theme What We Eat and Why We Eat. We explored
the ethics of what we eat, personal challenges with food and food as medicine in a safe circle of
support.

however, remain on the SAC committee. A very big thank you to

We then took to our food prep stations to prepare an appetizer - vegan tacos, an entree- zucchini
lasagna vegan and vegetarian options and dessert- chocolate avocado mousse.

Thank you,

After all that talk and prepping we gathered to share a wonderful meal together complete with a break

You are

Please join us this Fall for our next Ethical Eating Gathering- bring your experience and appetite!

between appetizer and entree for a little music and dancing !

Wave!

Sound fun?

Comments from the peanut gallery ( participants) --

an inspiration!

I’m so full... in a healthy way!- Char/Frank
Getting to know people was my favorite part- Mel
This is a great experience.... better than going to an Italian restaurant- Judy
The food was delicious, the company was great.....

Wave for his leadership, passion and commitment to social justice.

Felt like a family dinner... in a good way.... Elizabeth

Wave has been a power of example to our committee for his truly

Want that cashew cream recipe... now.... Ross

democratic leadership style, his unwavering dedication and his giant
heart. A big bow of respect and love to you Wave!
P.S.- We extend an invitation to all those who are interested in Social

I’m full like a vegetable.. I’m going to vegetate on my bed..... Mia
It was my pleasure to have lunch with such beautiful people....
A not so guilty pleasure for the palate... Peter

Action to join us - our group is fun, stimulating, passionate and seeks
to do good work !
The committee could use a volunteer to provide articles for the UUMH
Newsletter.
As a group we brainstorm to create opportunities that raise awareness of
critical issues that are affecting Humanity and the Planet.
A volunteer from our committee represents the UUMH at local, regional
and global Actions.

Is this really vegan cheese?

A volunteer who would utilize graphic, literary, or artistic skills to create
posters, flyers, & press releases would be great! And someone interested
in performance art, or sponsoring more reading & conversation circles
would round it out!
Mousse-making 101 with The Mousse
Maestro !

“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in
the news, my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the

Tada--- Vegan Tacos for
everyone!

helpers. You will always find people who are helping.’”
Mr. Fred Rogers
We're the bomb at making Zucchini Lasagna... and we clean
as we cook!

Check out the UUMH website for a
WEEKLY
announcement of events!
www.uumh.org
click on
THIS WEEK at the MEETING HOUSE
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PAINTING BROADWAY!
“The Music of Art”
featuring the Great Music on Sundays @5 Broadway ensemble

The 2018 season includes classical,

& special guests

Broadway, international, piano,
choral and organ music with more
than 50 performers. The concerts
are a potpourri of music from across

John Thomas music director & pianist
A celebration of the inspiration of visual art in great musicals including selections from Stephen Sondheim’s Sunday in the Park with George featuring
Christopher Sidoli and Trish LaRose, all performed during the simultaneous display of evocative paintings by Salvatore Del Deo, Robert Henry, Sky
Power and Peter Watts.

the centuries and around the world.
There is something for everyone at
Great Music on Sundays @5.
All concerts are presented on
Sundays at 5 pm a the Unitarian
Universalist Meeting House of

Berta Walker Gallery presents a fascinating exhibition titled “Great Music / Great Art” as a benefit celebration for the 20th anniversary season of Great
Music on Sundays @5. Berta Walker Gallery will donate 20% of the proceeds from sales to the Great Music on Sundays @5 concert series. The exhibition
runs from June 22 through July 14. The opening reception is Friday June 22 from 6 to 8pm at Berta Walker Gallery, 208 Bradford Street, Provincetown
MA (508.487.6411 bertawalkergallery.com). Live music and frolic will be part of the opening night celebration.

Provincetown, built in 1847 and
added to the National Register of
Historic Places in 1972, with one of
the finest acoustic concert halls on
Cape Cod. The sanctuary's historic
and rare trompe l'oeil walls and serene atmosphere provide the perfect
setting for great music. Concerts
feature the 1928 Steinway Model B
concert grand piano and the historic
1850 Holbrook tracker organ.
See www.ptownmusic.com for
complete series information and
articles on Provincetown’s music
history. John Thomas produces the
concert series with the gracious help
of many volunteers. The Great Music
on Sundays @5 series is sponsored
in part by the Provincetown
Tourism Fund, The Provincetown
Banner, WOMR/WFMR and 102.3
The Dunes Radio and is supported
by dozens of Provincetown-based
businesses and individuals. Berta
Walker Gallery is a season sponsor.
Further information: 508.487.9344.
ptownmusic.com

July 8: BROADWAY: CURTAIN UP!

July 15: JON ARTERTON & JAMES MACK
Songs of Hope, Love & Courage
with John Thomas piano
July 22: PAINTING BROADWAY! “The Music of Art”

July 29: CELEBRATE! The Musical World of Bill Russell
with Adam Berry, Ben Berry, Jo Brisbane, Marcy Feller, Halcyone Hurst, Phoebe Otis and Christopher Sidoli
John Thomas music director & pianist

August 5: SIX APPEAL!
Richard Dowling, Sue Keller & John Thomas piano

August 12: WET & WILD BROADWAY!

August 19: THE BEAUTY OF BAROQUE
music of Bach and Handel
Christopher Lowrey countertenor
Frederick Jodry organ & piano

September 2: LIGHTHOUSE CHAMBER PLAYERS
September 9: BROADWAY: CELEBRATING LIFE!
September 16: BALKAN E BOSTON music from Bulgaria, Serbia & beyond
September 23:BROADWAY: CURTAIN CALL!

August 26: BOSTON PERCUSSION GROUP
Brian Calhoon director

September 30: THE NEW PROVINCETOWN FOLLIES
October 7: PERSEPHONE’S DAUGHTERS Rise Up!
Lynne Wilkinson director

BINGO!
with Scarbie!

Wednesdays- Doors: 6:30 pm
Games: 7:30pm
$15 Donation

Refreshments available for purchase.
(not open on July 4th)

Racial Justice Monthly Vigils
in front of Provincetown Town Hall
Noon to 1pm
3rd Saturday of the month
All are welcome!
Take a stand!
Join us for
the 4th of July Parade meet at 10 am at Harbor Hotel
wear white tee shirt if you don’t have an RJP tee.

Movie Night on the lawn!
The FUNdraising Commitee
is showing

Pitch Perfect

on July 9 aat 8:15.

Volunteer to help out:
call Nina or Will!

Artisan Craft Fair at the UU Meeting House!

There are three ways

Indoor/Air Conditioned
Free Admission

to ultimate success:

~~~~~

The first way is

Thursdays
( Week of Carnival—fair is Friday)

to be kind.

10am – 4:30pm

The second way is
Stained glass, Sea Glass Jewelry, Fine art, Photography,
Books from Local Authors, Handcrafted Silver Jewelry,
Hand-dyed Peace T-Shirts, Wet Felted Art/Scarves
and more

to be kind.

The third way is
to be kind.

Mr. Fred Rogers

Dear UUMH family,
My siblings and I began a lecture series
6 years ago to honor our father when he
died. He was a physician and author and

SUMMER 2018

curious about everything. The lectures
have ranged from politics to apples,
mindfulness to oceans and fermented
foods. This year proves to be another
amazing evening and I hope you will join
us. A reception at the UUMH will follow
Dr. Barfield’s talk. ,
Fondly, Jane Bunker

The John P. Bunker Lecture Series Presents

RAY BARFIELD

HOW STORYTELLING TAUGHT ME THAT TALKING ABOUT DEATH
IS PART OF LIVING A GREAT LIFE

TUESDAY: JULY 10, 2018
6–8 PM | FREE

PROVINCETOWN | 236 COMMERCIAL STREET
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
Ray Barfield is a Professor of Pediatrics and Christian Philosophy
interested in the intersection of medicine, philosophy and theology. Join Truro Center for the Arts in conjuction with Truro Connections for a summer evening with Ray Barfield.
FOR A LISTING OF OUR WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

www.castlehill.org
Truro Center for the Arts at Castle Hill | 10 Meetinghouse Road, Truro, MA 02666 | 508-349-7511 | info@castlehill.org

Mr. Rogers softly and calmly invites us to be kind.

Meanwhile, our constitution is under attack, families struggling for asylum are being ripped apart, black young men are at risk just standing on
city streets.

Mr. Rogers softly and calmly invites us to be kind.

“Me Too!” is echoing throughout the halls of academia, media, business, and government.

Mr. Rogers softly and calmly invites us to be kind.

School children are afraid to go to class for fear of gun violence.

Mr. Rogers softly and calmly invites us to be kind.

The litany of shocking wrongs is so long and so often repeated there is no need to go on with the list. Life’s ordinary anguishes, painful and
debilitating enough, take backseats to the national catastrophes that threaten to numb us. I want to shake the dear man, Fred, in his warm wooly
sweater and his neat and clean sneakers, shake him and shout to his face: “What can kindness do in the face of evil?”

Mr. Rogers’ soft and calm invitation whispers back against my raging shout and all the turmoil: “Kindess is all.”

The baker won’t bake a cake for me; the highest court no longer seems a trustworthy bulwark against government run amok; North Korea has
duped us; our allies look on in disbelief; babies as little as nine months old are torn, screaming no doubt, from their screaming mothers ’ arms.
And the lies. The lies.

But Mr. Rogers’ steady answer amidst the tumult is medicine. It is a tonic. His words are sacrament; a balm that soothes our surging minds; an
aroma that fills us with grounded hope; a nectar that nourishes and sweetens our hoarse throats.

In 1942, the playwright Thornton Wilder wrote: “The whole world is at sixes and sevens. Why we haven’t perished long ago is a miracle
to me.” It is a miracle that humanity hasn’t destroyed itself already. And the tiny flower growing up between the cracks in the sidewalk is a
miracle. That we have the power and will to still be kind is a miracle.

And, being kind might be just the miracle the world needs.

Your Editor

If you haven’t already done so, watch Rev. Kate’s July 1st sermon "Won't You Be My Neighbor" by clicking
here: https://youtu.be/h_fJMBNpJOc

"Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world all at once, but of
stretching out to mend the part of the world that is within our reach. Any
small, calm thing that one soul can do to help another soul, to assist some
portion of this poor suffering world, will help immensely. It is not given to
us to know which acts or by whom, will cause the critical mass to tip toward an enduring good."
Clarissa Pinkola Estes

May we be safe
May we be happy
May we be strong
May we live at peace.
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The
Meetinghouse News

Kathleen Henry, Editor
Submissions are welcomed
and encouraged!
Please submit written work,
announcements,
and artwork,
by the 20th
of the month
to
meetinghousenews@gmail.com

