Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 028 4065 0207 Emergency Tel: 07969 403762

Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org
Live Streaming of Masses https://www.youtube.com/ channel/UCITLO]1tek5IHBTdkMR6ptw

Easter Sunday of the Lord’s Resurrection
5t April 2026

Weekend Masses
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim
Sun 9:00am Gargory 11:00am Dromara

Weekday Mass this week
Fri 10t 7:30pm Dromara

S5

‘We pray for our recently deceased
Frances Brown, Drumaness

ANNIVERSARIES

Leitrim
Sun 5t 10am Chris Owens MM
Gerry Trainor MM
Sat 11th Agnes & John Boyd

Dromara
Sun 5th Peter Joe O'Hare MM
Arthur Gilmore
Paddy & Eileen Dillon
Stephen O’Hare (Finnis)
Sun 12th Gerry & Cissie O'Hare (Finnis)
Barbara & Annie Gordon
Kathleen O’Hare (Dree)

Qargoz y

Sun 12t»  Dessi Stokesbury

April Rotas
Leitrim - Bridie, Maura & Bernie
Gargory - Marian

Cemetery Sunday 24t» May
Gargory after 9am mass
Dromara 12 noon
Leitrim 3pm
Dechomet 5pm

SVDP contact numbers
Dromara 07738 838191
Drumgooland 07825 419067

Live Streaming of Masses
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCITLO]1tek5IHBTdkMR6ptw

Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Parish £829 £1,808
Thank you for your continued contributions

Thank you to all who helped to organise
the services over the Triduum and for all
the people who took part.

This year’s box of envelopes contains
a Gift Aid renewal card.
If you are a taxpayer, please sign
the card and return it (in an envelope) to the
collection basket over the next few weeks.
If you are not a taxpayer, please mark the card
N/ A or put an X on the card and return it,
this helps our records.
Last year the Gift Aid scheme brought
in useful funds to the parishes:
Dromara £8,173
Drumgooland £18,375

Please return Trocaire boxes and
envelopes from 11th/12th April onwards.

If you want Trécaire to claim Gift Aid on
your donations, please complete the form on
the envelop or the card on top of the box.

It is Trocaire that makes the claim, not the parish.
If you are making a donation by cheque, please
make the cheque out to the Parish of Dromara
or Parish of Drumgooland, it makes it simpler
and reduces the bank costs for Trocaire.

The sick and housebound will be
attended on 13th & 14th April

Parish Council Meetings
Drumgooland Mon 13t April
Dromara Mon 20t April

Congratulations to Aaron Gilmore and Sarah
Jane Clement who were married recently.

Diocesan Director of Safeguarding
Stephen Sherry 07301 246329
safesuardingdirector@dromorediocese.org
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Sunday V& Méssage

THE WORD

SHOUT
FOR JOY

JOHN 20:1-9

This ig the greatest day in the Christian
calendar, the day of our redempiion.
Jesuz, our brother, has broken the chains
of death through the power of the Father.
Death, the last and greatest enemy, has

been overcome.

Throwgh the ceath and resurrection of Christ
Jesus, Ife and hops and saivation hawve
replaced death and despair and Carkness.

Thoughthe death and resurrection off Chrlst
Jesus, we are an Easter people, & redesmad
peaple, pecple alve with |oy. God has shown
raw much God loves ws. God ks falthful ta
God's promises. Secune In that love, certain
of God's promises, we llve 36 resurrected
peaple, dellghting In the good news of our
galvation. Il

Today, we begln the Season of Easter, which
will continue for 50 days untl Pentecost These
50 days are celebrated as one feast, the “Great
Sunday” During thess days, we celsbrate the
werybasks of our falth - that God ralsed JesuUs
froem the dead

SAY
“We are an Easter people and

alleluta ks our song.”

Pray for the community of bellevers throughout
the world that they may grow stronger In the
Talth. Pray aspecially for all those wi are
finding It hard to experience tha jay of Easter.

When the apasties reallsed that Jesus hat
been ralsed from the dead, they huried back
1o tell the others the astonishing news. They
became 2t that moment, witnessas o the
Good Mews. W too are calied to be winesses
1o the Good News. Haw Balaly, haw jaytully, 8o
yOu witness to the Gospel?

Waar A « 5 April 2026 « Colowr: Wihite « Paalter Wl 1

REFLECT

Vary marming | go for a walk. | ke the
£ame FoLite and meet mare ar less the

same people. Recently, | carrled out an
experiment. | decided to smilie at everyone |
encountered on my walk. PErhags twa-
thinds smlled back. Some were dstracted or
praoccupled, had thelr eyes Sowrn, or Were
Inoking at thelr phones. St | perseverad.
Wow aimost all cheserfuly return my
greetings. Smilng, It 5e2mE, 15 contaglous.

In 202<, an unusual E'I'Emtﬂﬂ#plﬂﬂe In
the Vatican. Pope Francls met with 6Cores
of comedians from l:hruughnut thie worid.
He told them thelr vocation s Important,
because the world neegs humour, it
ne=ds |oy. One of those present was the
american comedienne Whopgl Goldberg,
Btar of the Sister Act movies, who |5 now a
FI-EHEIEt on 3 network talkshow In America
called The View. Whoppil spoike abaut the
vatican gathering on The View 5oon after it
took place.

She spoke about It again after the death of
Pope Francis - about the Impact his words
made, about now she and the others falt
valued and appreciatad by a malor warld
leager In a way they never had bafore, about
tha warmth and goodness of Pope Francls.
Mo ather workd leader had ever gone as
Pope Francis had done - invite comedlans
to meet him, encourage them, tel tham they
mattered It made a tremendous Imprassion
on 2l present. She eepecially treasured her
persanal mesting with him.

S0, It's no surprisa that In his letter Gaudete
et Exgultate [Rejolce and be Glad), Pope
Francls refars to oy and a sense of humour
as ang af the EEHE of holiness. Ha writes:

A =ign of hollness Is oy and a senes of
humour. Far fram DHﬂg timid, marose,
acerblc or medancholy, or putting ona
dreary face, the saints are jayful and full of
good humaur. Tnough completely reallstic,
thay radiate a positie and hopeful SpFL.
The Christian Ife Is ‘Joy In the Holy Spirt
[Rom 14:171"

Pope Francis radliated that joy himeed. [T
was something that baffled some of his oid

Argentinlan friends who rememioered him
a5 a dour fellow with a uguiorious face. Thay
wandered what had happensd? How had he
transformesd Inta the joy-Nlled, smiling pope
they saw now? And Francls told them about
an experence he had Immedlately after his
election 5 pope when he was praying in
the oratary known 26 the Toom of tears.

Ha had an extracrdinary experience of the
pregence of the Holy Spint, a fesling of
seranity and Joy, and It had newver laft him,
he sald. It carried him through each day.

And IltInformed his entire ministry - his
preaching and his writing. One of the
Striking featuras of Pope Francis's letters
i5 is lib=ral usa of the word 'Joy” - the oy of
love, the oy of the Gospel, rejolce and be
giat Itwas an attihude he emphasised aver
and aver again.

Christians must radiate |oy. The Gosgel
I5 Good Mews, the best possible news.
Kary’s Magnicat Is 8 wonoerful prayer
of pralse and oy, “My soul proclaims the
greatness of the Lard,” Mary sings, “and
miy &pIrit rajolcas In God my saviour” The
first part of the Magnificat ks an exuberant
hymin of pralse.

Telinard de Chardin cnoe sakd that Jay |6 the
micst Infallble sign of the pragence of God.”
Wie ara 3 joytul people DECaUEe wa Know
that God s with us. We know we have been
sawed. Thmugrl the death and resurraction
of Christ, we know that death has no mare

POWET Oer us.

H:nm.ﬂng We are redeemad, '|I1"I'!||"I'||-DIJ|[II"|"[ e
bea full of oy Wie must Ehow that Joy every
day. On this Easter Day above all, we must
radiate joy.

Joy means hopeful winessing, dally Good
Mews transmisslon, an exubsarant delight in
Eod despite averything. We can exparience
and share Joy even Inthe most challenging
of Elfuations. Celebrate the joy of the
regurraction tﬂdij'. Let all wha encountar
you feel your Joy. Let them see It We have
Bvery reason tosmiz.



