Aim: Why did the U.S experience the start of its Industrial Revolution in the late 19th century?


I. Factors Encouraging Industrial Growth

a. Natural Resources
· Raw materials like coal, lumber and iron

· Fertile soil for crops 

· rivers and streams to develop waterpower

b. Constitution and Government Policies 
· coin money

· regulate interstate commerce

· levy taxes on imported goods 
· system of patents for inventors

· Laissez-fare economy: leaving business alone and letting the economy regulate itself
c. Growing Population
· high birth rate and immigration

· sufficient workers 

d. New Power Sources
· Electricity 
· used mainly for communication

· Petroleum 
· gasoline and diesel oil

· used in internal combustion engines

e. Improved Means of Transportation and Communication
Transportation:

· By 1860: 30,000 miles of track for railroads

· By 1900: five transcontinental railroads and nearly 200,000 miles of track

· Railroads connected goods and markets to consumers 

Communication:

· Samuel F.B Morse: invented the telegraph

· Alexander Graham Bell: invented the telephone

· This helped businessmen coordinate business affairs easier
f. Effects of Wars
· government needed war materials

· people had more money which encouraged the production of goods 

· Inspired machines for factories 

