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Bells https://youtu.be/-6qZ9A6GFik 
 
Announcements   
 
Prelude “Be Thou My Vision”  

Traditional Irish melody, Arr. by Joel K. Boyd 
https://youtu.be/9RG9xWdXa6c 

 
Call to Worship Sue McGowan 

      Rosemary Dawson 
 

One: Great are the works of God, and greatly to be praised. 
God’s righteousness endures forever. 

All: We come together as a people of faith and hope. 
We give thanks to God with our whole hearts. 

One: God is gracious and merciful and trustworthy. 
At all times, God is true to his covenant. 

All: God is holy and glorious, worthy of our reverence. 
We can count on God’s righteousness and faithfulness. 

One: Reverence for God is the beginning of wisdom.  
All who seek God in humility gain true understanding. 

All: We turn to God, that we may learn his ways. 
We call on God to empower our worship and service. 

 
Hymn “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

https://youtu.be/rlhdsz-JcR4 
  

https://youtu.be/-6qZ9A6GFik
https://youtu.be/9RG9xWdXa6c
https://youtu.be/rlhdsz-JcR4


  



Gathering Prayer Sue McGowan 
 

Still-Speaking God, we praise you for continually making yourself known to the world. We 
thank you for the One who came among us to proclaim your way. We ask you to help us 
recognize that voice today among the competing claims of our day. Raise up in our midst 
authentic witnesses to your truth. Keep us from presuming to know your message without 
careful listening or speak your word without discerning the Spirit.  Keep us attentive to the 
cries of the suffering and the challenges of the oppressed. Arouse us again that we may heed 
your call and give our best in your service. Amen. 

 
Gloria Patri https://youtu.be/OLz3R1hnUjs 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen. 

 
Scriptures  

 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 Sue McGowan 
 

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you 
shall heed such a prophet. 16 This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day 
of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again 
see this great fire, I will die.” 17 Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have 
said. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my 
words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19 Anyone 
who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 
accountable. 20 But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak 
in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 
Mark 1:21-28 Rosemary Dawson 
 
21 They went to Capernaum; and when the Sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and 
taught. 22 They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not 
as the scribes. 23 Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24 and he cried 
out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who 
you are, the Holy One of God”. 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him.” 
26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 They 
were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 At once his fame began to 
spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 

Special Music   “I Surrender All”  
W.S. Weeden, Arr. Phillip Keveren. 
https://youtu.be/GFrL-PaTIKA 

 
  

https://youtu.be/OLz3R1hnUjs
https://youtu.be/GFrL-PaTIKA


Sermon Facing Authority 
 
This form must be signed and notarized. Your license and registration, please. Wear a mask, wash 
your hands, keep 6 feet apart.  These are all the words of authority.  From parents to presidents we 
live with the realities of authority. Sometimes we may need it and appreciate it.  But there are other 
times when we resist it and resent it.  But what we can’t do is simply ignore it. 
 
Today in our gospel lesson we are confronted with authority. Jesus comes to the synagogue of 
Capernaum and is welcomed into the mix of worship and teaching. There’s nothing unusual about 
that. But it soon was to become anything but ordinary. Jesus’ message was not the usual boring 
sermon. Jesus' words were astonishing.  They were compelling.  
 
Jesus spoke with certainty and conviction. As Mark describes it “he taught them as one having 
authority, and not like the scribes”. While the teachers of the law did the seminary thing, relying on 
expert commentaries and theological precedents, Jesus spoke in a different manner... and with a 
different message. He spoke as someone who knows the truth, regardless of what others may have 
said. When people heard him they knew that Jesus was speaking the truth. 
 
So what is this teaching that so astonished Jesus’ hearers? We don’t know. Not a word of Jesus’ 
teaching here at Capernaum was written down for us. We have no clue about what he said that made 
people sit up and listen. Now that may seem strange, but Mark did not tell us what Jesus said for 
one very simple reason. He did not want us to get distracted. Mark is not interested in the preaching. 
Mark wants us to recognize the preacher. Mark highlights in big bold silence that Jesus’ authority 
did not come from what was said but from who he is. Jesus had the authority of God. He had been 
ordained directly at his baptism when God said “you are my beloved son.” Jesus did not speak for 
God; he spoke as if he was God. And that simply astonished people. 
 
And almost as a proof of his authority, suddenly a crazed man within the synagogue interrupts 
Jesus’ words with a statement of his own. “What have you to do with us, Jesus... I know who you 
are- the Holy One of God.” Immediately Jesus silences this unclean spirit and frees this man. We 
are tempted to get distracted again and ask all sorts of questions about demon possession. But that is 
not at all why Mark shares this part of the story. Mark points us once again to the authority of Jesus. 
The people were even more astonished and wondered “What is this? A new teaching! And with 
such authority! He commands even unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 
 
The simple truth is that as wise and knowledgeable someone may be about Scripture it does not 
amount to a hill of beans if there is no power behind it. Jesus spoke with authority and Jesus acted 
with authority. When Jesus cast out this unclean spirit he was demonstrating the power that made 
his words valid. And as good as Jesus’ words were that day, they became great when the people saw 
the power that stood behind them. 
  
Mark shares this story with us because he wants us to join the crowd; to see who Jesus really is, and 
to wonder what meaning Jesus has for our lives. Very often we are willing to acknowledge Jesus as 
a good teacher, a good man who was wise and compassionate. But Mark is saying Jesus is a whole 
lot more. Jesus is someone to be reckoned with. If the story is true, if the authority of Jesus is real, if 
he speaks with the voice of God, and acts with the power of God, then what does it mean in my life? 
How am I to respond? Mark doesn’t tell us; he simply lays before us the claims of Christ and the 
evidence of His authority and then waits to see what we will do. 
 



What will you do? Our world is filled with voices of authority, each bickering for our obedience. 
Gods, you might say, longing for our devotion. But there is only One in this world who has been 
acknowledged as the Holy One of God. There is only one who has proclaimed eternal truth. There is 
only one who has the power to reign. There is only one who has the right to our devotion. And he 
leaves it for us to decide how we will respond. What will your response be? 
 
Amen. 

 
Hymn       Rise, Shine, You People  

(New words to the tune ‘Father Almighty Bless Us with Thy Blessing) 
https://youtu.be/oG0BOak8B0U 

 

https://youtu.be/oG0BOak8B0U


 



Joys and Concerns 
 
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet 
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a 
gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you please contact pastor Rosemary 
or Michele Lawler. 
 

Prayers of the People  
  

 
Great God, we come before you today in awe of your authority and power, revealed in all your 
words and actions.  We thank you for the amazing words Jesus spoke, and his power to bring them 
to life. And we thank you for your Spirit who continues to reveal your truth and power to us. O 
God, we long to live true to the greatness of your authority and so we come seeking the grace we 
need to be your holy people.  
 
We pray for your church and for this congregation. May this be a place where your majesty is 
revealed to all people, and your goodness is revealed through us to the world. We pray for our 
leaders, that they may recognize the true source of power and may be faithful to bring your peace 
and justice to the nations. We pray as well for all who need your strength this day - the discouraged, 
the struggling and the troubled.  Grant your aid to the ill, the mourning and the needy.  We also lift 
up before you the needs of… and we thank you for …..   Lead us, your people, that we may be 
messengers of your truth and servants of your power among our community and throughout the 
world. 
 
We praise you, Wondrous God, for the fullness of your glory and power and grace, through Jesus 
Christ, who taught us to pray… 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Choral Response https://youtu.be/lAivVHv_mbc  
 
 
  

https://youtu.be/lAivVHv_mbc


Offering 
 
God’s praises have been sung and God’s word has been heard. 
Now we must respond to the claims of Christ. 
Our offerings are one way  
    we acknowledge God’s authority in our lives,  

and commit ourselves to his service.  
Let us dedicate our gifts in faith.  

 
Our offerings express our commitment to you, O God.  
Through them we acknowledge the authority of Christ,  
     the importance of your word and the value of your ministry.  
Bless our offerings and our lives,  

that we may serve you faithfully and well.       Amen. 
 
Doxology https://youtu.be/5I7PEGUPAXQ  

 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
praise him all creatures here below,  
praise him above ye heavenly hosts,  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 
Hymn Ye Servants of God 

https://youtu.be/tVjfhkZWL1g 
 

  

https://youtu.be/5I7PEGUPAXQ
https://youtu.be/tVjfhkZWL1g


 



Common Commission  
 
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is 
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the fainthearted, supporting the weak, 
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Benediction  
 

Go now into the world 
 

May the God who said ‘let light shine in the darkness” 
   make his light shine in our hearts  
so that we may see the glory of God 
   which shines in the face of Jesus Christ.  2 Cor 4:6 adj 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen. 
 

Postlude “Lead Me, Lord”  
Samuel Wesley, Arr. by Fred Bock.  
https://youtu.be/Ts0ordzJU2A 

 
 

Music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker 
 

 

https://youtu.be/Ts0ordzJU2A

