JUN 17
Sandhills Orchid Society
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
1601 Raeford Rd.
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Remember our POTLUCK
dinner for

Orchid BINGO!

Next Meeting: June 13th 2017
We are pleased to announce that our Sandhills Orchid Society website has
reached 4,165 (+) views. Please go to www.sandhillsorchidsociety.com and
check us out!.

ORCHID…..

in lieu of a Speaker this month, we will play Orchid Bingo!
We will play ten games, and the winner of each game will
receive a budded or blooming plant from Sunset Valley
Orchids. Cards will be $1.00 each and you may play as many
cards as you feel you can manage. Get your cards from our
Treasurer; Susan Makar! We will also have two raffle plants
from Sunset Valley
Orchids …… and they will be
.
BEAUTIFUL! We will have a POT LUCK dinner, so bring a dish
to share.

Window Sill Growers

MAY

ORCHID Board
1st Mei Ling Hawks
- Blc Hawaii
2nd Cheryl Brinley
- Phal NOID

1st
Place

2nd
Place

3rd
Place

Greenhouse Growers

MAY

3rd Cheryl Brinley
- Phal NOID
1st Keith Clayton
- Laelia purpurata var
werckhauseri
nd
2 Reid and Karen Gantt
- Encyclia profuse

1st
Place

2nd
Place

3rd
Place

3rd Keith Clayton
- Cirropetalum lobbii
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SOS Board Highlights: (No Board Meeting in May)
SOS Financial Highlights
Income from Raffle
Donations
Tote Bags

$ 48. 00
$ 69.00
$ 84.00

Upcoming Events:
There are a number of Orchid Events coming up this year:
June 10, 2017: Orchid Digest Speakers Day, San Marino, CA (Huntington Library).

Speakers to include: Cindy Hill, Allan Koch, Harold Koopowitz, Dennis Wigham, and Ken
Cameron.
July 14th – 15th The International Paphiopedilum Association Symposium at the Hilton

Embassy Suites at the Philadelphia, PA. Airport. Speakers will be Chen-Chung, ChenChung Chen from Mainshow Orchids Taiwan; Carolos Fighetti, The IPA President who
lives in Puerto Rico, and Allan Koch from Gold Country Orchids in California. There will
also be special workshops on Phal culture, Hybridizing, and species.
August 3, 4, 5 The Cattleya Symposium in Fort Pierce, Florida. Register through Odom

Orchids.

We have remaining Sandhills Orchid Society Business cards
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Dr Harry Gallis
Recent breeding of Phalaenopsis has seen tremendous strides. There are now color forms available
that were not even imagined thirty years ago. Much of the breeding has taken place in Taiwan, and
many of these new hybrids are available to hobby growers through the internet. Harry provided an
overview of the history or recent breeding trends and discussed the primary species behind the
recent breeding trends. It’s a fascinating story to say the least.
Two species that have features prominently in this breeding has been Phal bellina and Phal
violacea. One of the first points Harry made was the fact that for years Phal bellina and Phal
violacea had been used interchangeably, and referred to as Phal bellina. Many hybrids were made
and registered as Phal bellina. Today it is impossible to tell which species was actually used to make
these hybrids. In 1995 Christenson and Witten separated the two species and declared them to be
distinct species. These two species form the backbone of current breeding trends so the distinction
has become a commercial matter.
Phal bellina is native to Borneo. It grows in the canopy in bright sunlight with relatively low
humidity and definite wet and dry weather cycles. It has thick, succulent leaves and a pendant
growth habit. It is fragrant, it blooms sequentially, generally with only one or two blooms that
measure two inches across. The inflorescence on older plants can reblooms year after year and
should never be removed as long as they remain viable. Phal violacea on the other hand is endemic
to Malaysia. It has thinner, undulated foliage and requires high humidity. Its roots are thicker than
those of Phal bellina, and it prefers to grow exposed to the air. Its flowers measure one and half
inches. Both species are extremely fragrant and both have multiple color forms. Harry’s presentation
focused on the breeding trends based on the color patterns.
In 1989 Phal Orchid World was registered. This second generation Phal violacea hybrid created a
major sensation in Orchid circles. The cross was made using Phal Luedde-violacea, a cross that was
actually made in 1895. When Phal Orchid World was released, Christenson and Whitten had only
recently separated the two species, so the actual parentage of Phal Lueddeviolacea and other older
hybrids suddenly became a much more urgent question.
By the 1980s, Phal breeding was well established with improved whites, pinks,
yellows and even reds. The 1980s also saw the introduction of some of the early
Harlequins, and it marked the genesis of the early Taiwanese commercial
breeder and commercial growers. The Taiwanese quickly developed methods of
mass producing Phals for world-wide markets. The US Department of
Agriculture adapted the rules, allowing the Taiwanese to bring plants into the
country if they were grown in sphagnum moss. This was huge in that even
today you are not allowed to bring any plants into the US in any other
medium. This is understandable as an effort to control the introduction of pests
and diseases, but it provided the Taiwanese with the means of bringing millions
of low cost plants into the country and eventually displacing most of the small
American breeders and growers. The success of the Taiwanese growers was also
assured when the Taiwan Sugar Company (Taisuko) provided a huge tract of land
to be used for growing orchids. The age of the mass produced mericlones was
born!
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In Taiwan today, Phal breeders are not necessarily the commercial
growers. The breeders sell their new hybrids to the growers who mass
produce them as mericlones and ship them to markets all over the globe. The
plants are typically grown in soft three inch, clear plastic pots, packed in
sphagnum. Today, these plants are available everywhere, in your local grocery
stores, in big box Home Improvement stores, at your local Wal-Mart. They are
generally available for less than $15 per plant and they are unnamed. Many
are very attractive, and most of us have probably bought at least one or two!
The good news is that while the mass market is alive and well, the breeders continue to reserve the
best of their hybrids for hobby growers. In 2004, Phal Dragon Tree Eagle was registered. The breeding
for this contained a very healthy dose of Phal violacea, and again utilized Phal Luedde-violacea. A new
species, Phal venosa had been added to the mix
While the Tiawanese breeders were hard at work, so were
several American hybridizers. One in particular was HP Norton of Monch’s
Corner , South Carolina. HP has been responsible for some incredible
yellow, orange and red Phals. He has won multiple awards for his hybrids,
check out his website “Orchidview”. He also has been responsible for
developing coerulea foroms of Phal violacea.
After the introduction of Phal Dragon Tree Eagle, there was a flurry of
new hybrids. Harry referred to Phal Yan Black Eagle. In 1994 Yung Ho, a
Taiwanese grower registered Phal Yungho Gelb Canary one of the first truly
clear yellows. In 2008 Leader Orchids registered Ld Bear King and Ld Bear
queen, both progeny of Phal Dragon Tree Eagle. Phal Ld Bear Queen was a
backcross using Phal bellina and Phal Dragon Tree Eagle. In 2012, Phal
Mituo Prince was registered, a cross of Phal Ph Ld Bear Queena and Ld Bear
King. In 2013, the same nursery released Phal Ld Emerald Bear, the first in a
whole string of related progeny all using Phal bellina or derived from Phal
Dragon Tree Eagle.
Not all the activity was occurring in Taiwan however. Back in the US, in 2012, Mike Mims, who lives in
Asheville, NC released Phal Blue Ridge Dragon, which utilized Phal Dragon Tree Eagle. He is now credited
with numerous crosses and has done significant work with modern Phals. In 2009 Peter Lin of Big Leaf
Orchids, in Southlake Texas registered his first cross. Through 2015 he has registered over sixty
crosses. Another American breeder to take note of is Ben Belton. He currently sells some of his crosses
through the Orchid Trail in Morrisville. We will be hearing more from Ben!
Many of these new crosses are available on the internet. Norman Fang at Orchids.com has
several. Big Leaf Orchids is an outstanding site. And of course The Orchid Trail carries some of
Ben’s. Many of these crosses are still expensive. While I blanche at the cost, I remind myself that when
Fred Clarke introduced Fdk After Dark in 2002, my husband bought me a blooming size plants for
$100. Today, the same plant is available for as little as $20. Hopefully, the cost of these exciting new
Phals will reflect the same market forces!
For more information check out back issues from 2016 of the Journal of the International Phalaenopsis
Alliance (IPA) which has recently run a series of articles, with amazing photos, of new hybrid releases
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Speaker List 2017:

 Remember our POTLUCK dinner for Orchid BINGO!
Silent Auction Plants
Jo Borthwick has donated these plants for a Silent Auction for our May meeting. Come
prepared to bid on these quality plants to add to your collection.

Phauis

Laelia purpurata forma
mandaiana

Pescatoria

Lc Carolyn Reid

Blc Taiwan Queen

Slc Hazel Boyd
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“Green Adder
Mouth” Orchids
Keith Clayton was
recently at J. Bayard
Clark Park & Nature
Center in Fayetteville
and relayed that
“Green Adder Mouth”
Orchids were in
bloom. If you want to
see them, you better
hurry on down before
they are gone!
“Green Adder Mouth” Orchid

Officers of the Sandhills Orchid Society
President
Curtis Richie
Vice President & Newsletter Editor
Joy Lemieux
Treasurer
Susan Makar
Secretary
Richard Webb
Past President & AOS Rep
Van Ewert
Member at Large Ursula Cables
Member at Large Jean Curtin
Member at Large Edie Liepins
Member at Large Jane Squires
Member at Large Ray Makar
Member at Large CeSea Lawson
Sandhills Orchid Society email address:

910 949 7233 crichie121@embarqmail.com
919 499 1947 joylemieux@windstream.net
910 867 0217 samakar1516@yahoo.com
910 308 0223 rwebb@nc.rr.com
(2015)
910 568 5915
910 425 7181
910 485 3072
910 484 9345
910 433 2885
910 867 0217
910 487-1733

wvewert@yahoo.com
UCables@msn.com
ljcurtin@hotmail.com
eliepins@nc.rr.com
jsquires4@nc.rr.com
asotmgr1@hotmail.com
midewiwin@live.com

(2016)
(2017)

(2018)
(2017)

orchids@sandhillsorchidsociety.com
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