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EDINBURG TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

Edinburg Townhall                           May 28, 2015


Sandra Templeton called the regular meeting of the Edinburg Township Trustees to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll call shows: Diane Austin arrived late; Sandra Templeton, present; 
John Hayes, present; Judy Repcik, present; Kevin Biltz, present; Mike Pittinger, present; Julie Bearss, absent.  
RESOLUTION 2015-127: A motion was made by John Hayes to approve the Agenda as 

presented; this was seconded by Sandra Templeton.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; 
John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.

RESOLUTION 2015-128: A motion was made by John Hayes to approve the minutes of the 

April 30, 2015 regular meeting; this was seconded by Sandra Templeton.  Roll call shows:  

Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.

Comments or Questions from PERSON(s) in Attendance:

Thomas Repcik, Resident/Employee
Jason Pitre, Fire Dept.
Kevin Bittner, Fire Dept.


Robert Grudosky, Resident/Firefighter
Brittany Bittner, Kevin’s wife

Rob Swauger, Firefighter



Correspondence   

--Emails to Trustees from Chris Meduri  

--Legislative Alert

--Statehouse Update

--GrassRoots Clippings
--Resident complaints of traffic problems on Rock Spring Road – request to lower speed limit to 25 mph, post speedometer to deter speeding and increase patrol and ticketing.  Sandy will talk with the residents and this will be discussed at the next meeting.  Tom will draft a letter from the Trustees to send to the State Highway Patrol, Portage County Sheriff, West Branch State Park Rangers and Portage County Engineer.   

OLD BUSINESS

--Park Rules Updates: “5. No Inflatable Bouncy entertainment devices allowed!” “6. No farm animals allowed; i.e.: Horses and Ponies!”  All present agreed.  They will have Diane look it over too before Tom takes it to the print shop to have a sign made.
NEW BUSINESS
RESOLUTION 2015-129: A motion was made by Sandra Templeton to amend the resolution number for Resolution 2015-108 (Winter Salt Contract) to 2015-119; this was seconded by John Hayes.  
Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.

RESOLUTION 2015-130: A motion was made by Sandra Templeton to amend the resolution number for Resolution 2015-109 (Haz-Mat Incident) to 2015-120; this was seconded by John Hayes.  
Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Julie Bearss - Zoning Inspector  
She was not present to give her report.  John read her written report:

--She made/received 21 phone calls.
--She issued two permits.
--All of the residents who were sent violation letters have contacted her and are working to rectify the issues.  Two of them are on a time watch of six months to a year.  She believes all will comply.
--She sent current pictures of the pallet shop site to Chris Meduri and is waiting to hear from him.  They were previously issued a court order so if they do not clean this up they will be in contempt of court.  She is waiting to find out from Chris Meduri where her duties lie.

--Chris Meduri told her that the attorney of the property owner at the town center has been told his client should start the application process for acquiring a zoning permit.      

Kevin Biltz - Roads, Buildings, Cemetery and Park   

--Has been mowing along the roads.
--He will start patching next week on Stroup Road.

--He received an email from a resident at the Highlands about road damage caused by First Energy.  He called First Energy and they told him that they will start fixing the roads in Portage County within the next couple of weeks and the Highlands are on their list. They said they would fix them better than they were.
--He thanked Nate for helping them get ready for Memorial Day.  Sandy shared that there were a lot of compliments given about the cemetery.

--They’ve been mowing and taking care of the Park.

--Flowers will be planted around the Township sign.
--They’ve been mowing, weed eating and planting flowers at the cemetery.  

--He thanked Brandon for painting the flagpole and planting the flowers at the cemetery.

--He thanked Jim Templeton for helping them get the pump running at the cemetery.

--He thanked Diane and Sandy for planting the flowers around the Township.

Mike Pittinger - Fire Department Report

--Since the last meeting there were 10 Alarms:  5 EMS; 1 M/A given; 1 M/A received and 3 fire calls
--After successfully completing their probationary periods, he recommended the following be appointed permanently:  Bob Grudosky – Captain; Kevin Bittner – Captain; Tony Lombardo – Captain; 

Rob Swauger – Assistant Chief

RESOLUTION 2015-131: A motion was made by Sandra Templeton to accept the recommendation of Chief Pittinger and appoint Bob Grudosky as a Captain of the Fire Department; this was seconded by John Hayes.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes. 
RESOLUTION 2015-132: A motion was made by Sandra Templeton to accept the recommendation of Chief Pittinger and appoint Kevin Bittner as a Captain of the Fire Department; this was seconded by John Hayes.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.

RESOLUTION 2015-133: A motion was made by Sandra Templeton to accept the recommendation of Chief Pittinger and appoint Tony Lombardo as a Captain of the Fire Department; this was seconded by John Hayes.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.

RESOLUTION 2015-134: A motion was made by Sandra Templeton to accept the recommendation of Chief Pittinger and appoint Rob Swauger as Assistant Chief of the Fire Department; this was seconded by John Hayes.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; 

Sandra Templeton, yes.

--Chief Pittinger thanked all of the members of the Fire Department as they have been working very hard to keep moving forward.  They have all done an excellent job.

RESOLUTION 2015-135: A motion was made by Sandra Templeton to approve 24/7 fire coverage paying nights 6 hours.  
(6:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.) effective June 1, 2015 through September 1, 2015; a review will be done by August 5, 2015; this was seconded by John Hayes.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; 

John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.

John asked Mike to find out why some of the local fire members do not show up at alarm calls.  Mike said they are reviewing this and will report to the Trustees in the future.

TRUSTEE REPORTS 

John Hayes
He received a phone call from a resident about a property line dispute along an oil well driveway. He told the resident to talk to Kevin before they do anything.  Sandy told the resident to contact the Zoning Inspector for information on installing a fence.  Kevin will talk to her again.
Diane Austin is now present.
RESOLUTION 2015-136: A motion was made by Diane Austin to approve the minutes of the 

May 14, 2015 regular meeting; this was seconded by Sandra Templeton.  Roll call shows:  

Diane Austin, yes; John Hayes, abstain; Sandra Templeton, yes.
FISCAL OFFICER REPORT

Judy Repcik - Fiscal Officer 
She presented the following:  

--Year-to-Date Cash Summary

Sandra Templeton
--She wanted to clarify the end of VFIS insurance for Tim Paulus; she thought it was June 1.
Diane stated that Tim’s Workers’ Compensation claim had nothing to do with his resignation. Mike will contact VFIS to get information about the termination of former employees’ coverage and advise them of Tim’s resignation.
She asked Judy if the Township has received the portions of the insurance owed by Tim Paulus.  Judy said she had not received it even after sending a second letter asking for it “by May 13, 2015 to avoid further action by the Township”.  Sandy told her to send one more letter; if it’s not paid after that it will be sent to collections.

Diane Austin

She requested an executive session to discuss the employee issue and invite Kevin Biltz to join.  
RESOLUTION 2015-137:  A motion was made by Diane Austin to enter into an executive session at 8:30 p.m. to discuss employee issues and invite Kevin Biltz to join; this was seconded by 
Sandra Templeton.  Roll call shows: Diane Austin, yes; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.
RESOLUTION 2015-138:  A motion was made by Diane Austin to approve the payment of the bills; this was seconded by John Hayes.  Roll call shows: Diane Austin, yes; John Hayes, yes; 
Sandra Templeton, yes.  
Diane complimented the Fire Department employees and said she appreciates all of the extra work they are doing.  She believes the work session was a good thing and would like to continue having them.
Tom said it is so nice to hear calls acknowledged and the overall tone of the dispatchers has improved knowing someone is there.  

Diane thanked Bob for his many years of dedication and love for Edinburg Township, the residents and the Fire Department.  She would like to hold a ceremony soon to swear in all the new Fire Officers.  
Judy said the Township’s share of the rescue tool is included in the checks for signature.  Mike said he will have the Fire Department’s check written and asked Judy to give the Township’s check to him so they can turn their checks in together.  All agreed.
Diane explained that the reason she was late for this meeting is that she serves on the Advisory Council for the Portage County Health Department and has been asked to serve on the committee to interview the candidates to replace the retiring health commissioner.   The relationship between townships and the health commissioner is very important.
RESOLUTION 2015-139:  A motion was made by Diane Austin to come out of executive session at 

9:35 p.m.; this was seconded by John Hayes.  Roll call shows: Diane Austin, yes; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.
RESOLUTION 2015-140:  A motion was made by Diane Austin to terminate Scott Hall effective immediately due to excessive absences and tardiness; this was seconded by Sandra Templeton.  
Roll call shows: Diane Austin, yes; John Hayes, no; Sandra Templeton, yes.
They will talk to Nate about staying on.  If he declines the position will be advertised.

RESOLUTION 2015-141:  A motion was made by Diane Austin that the meeting is adjourned at 
9:37 p.m.; this was seconded by Sandra Templeton.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, yes; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes. 
_________________________________

____________________________________

Sandra Templeton, Chairperson
               
John Hayes, Trustee                                 

_________________________________                    ____________________________________

Diane Hargett Austin, Trustee 


Judy Repcik, Fiscal Officer 
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