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DAWNING
By M. L. Daniels

PROGRAM NOTES

Inspired by a beautiful sunrise, which had a few clouds drifting slowly across the sun. Picture the flow of these abstract
cloud formations as the strings are in perpetual motion throughout. The haunting melody coupled with the lush
harmonies and countermelodies make this a fresh, enjoyable yet playable program piece.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

The main thing that the performers need to be aware of is good balance, listening for the most important lines as they
perform the piece.

At letter A the melody and countermelody are in the 2nd violins and the violas. There, the first violins, which usually have
the melody, must be careful to be in the background during this section. Four measures before C, the violins take over the
more important parts, and the violas must let them be easily heard.

At letter D, all three upper voices have counterpoint that is important, and they all should be equal in volume.

When the dynamics change suddenly, as they do at measure 19, be sure that all players immediately make the change,
and not just the best players. [ suggest rehearsing these dynamic changes by leaving out your best players and having the
others do it over and over until they get it right... and then let your better players join in.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

M. L. Daniels was born in Cleburne, Texas. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Abilene Christian University
after serving three years in a U.S. Air Force band, and completed his doctorate at the University of North Texas, where
he studied composition with Samuel Adler. He served on the music faculty at Abilene Christian University for over 30
years, where he served as assistant band director and taught music theory, orchestration, counterpoint, analysis, and
composition. There he also served as chairman of the music department for 15 years. Since he began his early
retirement in, he has spent much of his time writing music and judging school bands and orchestras. He has won the
National School Orchestra Association’s composition contest five times, and has won the Texas Orchestra Directors
Association contest one time, which is the maximum allowed. He has over 100 published compositions. In addition, he
has works published for brass ensemble, solo wind instrument and piano, solo voice and piano, SATB, SSA, and TTB
choir, full orchestra, string orchestra, band, hymns, and string quartet. Currently he has numerous compositions on the
Texas UIL Prescribed Music List. He remains extremely active as a composer and as an adjudicator throughout the
Southwest.

P.O. Box 39516
San Antonio, Texas 78216-6516
www.printmusicsource.com
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