SPECIAL MEETING

                           



December 2, 2019
Aurora, MN
A Special Meeting of the Town of White Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Jon Skelton on Monday, December 2, 2019 at 9:00 A.M. at the Biwabik City Hall:
ROLL CALL:
Present:  
Supervisors – Kippley, Skelton; Clerk-Knaus;

Absent:
Supervisor Anttila, Treasurer Gross
      Also Present:     
  Tim Niemi, Dave Sherek, Jack Larson, Matt Reid, Mike Larson, Jim Weikum, Chipper 
 
  Kovatovich, Clark Niemi, Jeff Jacobson, Becky Lammi, Doug Gregor, Jim Gentilini, Todd 
  Koneczny 
1.) Members of the East Range Joint Water Project Committee listened to the Biwabik PUC for an update on their water project with Arcelor Mittal.  Sherek indicated it is not too late to use a 16” pipe and collaborate with them on their project.  They do have concerns.  The DNR permit for Arcelor Mittal is 400 gallons per minute.  If we partnered with them and upgraded the pipe, this amount would be exceeded.  Barr Engineering provided a written email explaining this increase in pump flow as well as concerns about the velocity.   Barr engineering provided preliminary concept drawings of their pump options and indicated they would go with Option Two which is vertical turbines on a floating barge.  Options discussed were using two pipes with one idle until the ERJWP is ready to connect.  The challenge is timing and funding.  Biwabik’s project is ready to go out for bids in January 2020.  The Biwabik PUC has three concerns regarding their project:  getting water to their plant by November 1, 2020, satisfying the Department of Health requirements, and satisfying the DNR requirements for their project.  Jacobson brought up ownership – how would that work?  There is also the question of control of mineral rights and the terms of the leases.  Biwabik is currently conducting a pilot study and waiting for their permit.  Weikum asked “what we are asking for?”  Gregor responded “cooperation and to save costs”.   Reid indicated we want a joint intake.  Skelton asked if the ERJWP has the support of the PUC to approve Barr Engineering and Arcelor Mittal to work with the ERJWP as an alternative to their current plans as long as there is no delay in their project and no additional costs to the City of Biwabik?  Sherek responded they are ok with this and if the ERJWP can get funding and plans in place to not impact their timeline/project they are on board – it is a good thing and they’d like to see us on board with them.  Skelton stated it is our fiscal and ethical obligation – our responsibility to all of our communities and their futures to work together.  Reality is Biwabik’s water plant is going to need work within the next twenty years.  Lammi requested SEH work with Barr Engineering to get costs for the entire project and add-alternates for our portion so we know the costs.  Jacobson indicated the City of Biwabik’s Project does not need to go out for bids but with us included in the project the entire project would need to be bid out.  
IT WAS MOVED BY KIPPLEY, SUPPORTED BY SKELTON APPROVING AN ENGINEERING CONTRACT WITH SHORT, ELLIOT, AND HENDRICKSON (SEH) UP TO $100,000.00 TO WORK WITH BARR ENGINEERING TO DETERMINE ADD ALTERNATES FOR THE CITY OF BIWABIK/ARCELOR MITTAL PROJECT INCLUDING DESIGN AND COST ESTIMATES FOR THE EAST RANGE JOINT WATER PROJECT.  MOTION CARRIED

IT WAS MOVED BY KIPPLEY, SUPPORTED BY SKELTON TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:55 A.M.  MOTION CARRIED
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED: 

 ______________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

Jodi L. Knaus, Clerk 
 
 
 
                          Jon Skelton, Chairman 
