11/22/2016    The Holidays
 

 

In the United States we will be entering what is commonly called "the holiday season", Thanksgiving Day to New Years Day.

 

The word "holiday" comes from "holy day", and the word "holy" in the bible is the Hebrew word "kadosh" which means "set apart". A holiday is a special day set apart from other days by governing authorities in order to memorialize a certain special event in the history of a culture or nation. Some holidays may be considered more special than others by a culture, with time off from work given to employees by employers in order to further set the special day apart from the other days of the year.

 

The holiday of Thanksgiving will occur on November 24, 2016 in the United States. A great number of people will be given a day off from work to traditionally visit with and share a meal with family.   

 

 

The Holidays of YaHuWaH Elohim
 

We've heard of the Kingdom of Heaven. The highest governing authority in the Kingdom of Heaven is YaHuWaH Elohim. Certain special days have been set apart by YaHuWaH Elohim to be observed by His people in order to memorialize monumental events that He has already accomplished, or will accomplish in the future, in the lives of His people. A list of these set apart special days can be found in Leviticus chapter 23.

 

 

The Weekly Holiday that Memorializes Our Creator Elohim
 

The first set apart day listed in Leviticus chapter 23 is the day of rest on the 7th day:

 

Leviticus 23:1  And YaHuWaH spake unto Moshe, saying,
2  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the Appointed Days of YaHuWaH , which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are My Appointed Days.
3  Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of rest, an holy (set apart) convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the Sabbath of YaHuWaH in all your dwellings.

 

We're commanded to rest on the 7th day as a memorial to our Creator Elohim who also rested on the 7th day:

 

Genesis 2:1  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
2  And on the seventh day Elohim ended His work which He had made; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made.
3  And Elohim blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it (set it apart): because that in it He had rested from all His work which Elohim created and made.

 

 

The Annual Holidays of YaHuWaH Elohim
 

When we read Leviticus 23 we see other holidays that occur once each year. These are the holidays established by YaHuWaH Elohim, the highest governing authority of the universe. These are commanded to be observed by the members of the Kingdom of Heaven.

 

Few people today observe the holidays listed in Leviticus 23. As a result, the great accomplishments of YaHuWaH Elohim are not memorialized by most Christians. He is being forgotten. And His enemies would like us to just forget about Him. As a matter of fact, the ancient enemies of YaHuWaH Elohim are being memorialized and He is being marginalized.

 

There was an overwhelming influx of unsaved pagan people into the Roman Church when it became the official State Church of the Roman Empire in the 4th century AD. The plan of the Roman Emperor was to bring peace and unity among all religious factions in the Empire. As a result, about 2 billion Christians today observe and memorialize days that had been reserved from ancient times by pagan peoples for memorializing their gods.

 

 

Christian Holidays that Memorialize (bring to remembrance) False gods
 

Most Christians don't realize the pagan origins of the holidays that they observe as Christian holidays. In their hearts they think they're pleasing their heavenly Father. The problem is that they are bringing the remembrance of something that He detests up before YaHuWaH Elohim on a day that He did not authorize, completely ignoring His instructions that tell His people what makes Him happy.  

 

Here are some of the practices of pagan peoples BC that were "Christianized" and officially introduced into the Roman Church in the 4th century AD:

 

Lent - From the practice of weeping for Tammuz. Ezekiel 8:14
 

Sunday - From the ancient practice of worshipping the sun. Ezekiel 8:16
 

Christmas - From the date, December 25, memorializing the birth of Sol Invictus.

 

Easter - The day reserved for the fertility goddess Ishtar. Eggs were dipped in the blood of slaughtered infants on this day.

 

 

Repentance: Breaking from Traditions
 

Who will turn away from the vain traditional holidays of religious and national cultures and turn to memorializing YaHuWaH Elohim?

 

Who will love Him enough to break with tradition and do what He said to do?

 

Matthew 15:5  But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;
6  And honor not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of YaHuWaH of none effect by your tradition.
7  Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying,
8  This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, and honoreth Me with their lips; but their heart is far from Me.
9  But in vain they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

 

Those who break with the worldly holiday traditions of Church and human governments to love YaHuWaH Elohim by following His instructions (Torah) will be separated from worldly society and separated unto YaHuWaH Elohim. It's called being sanctified, set apart, and holy unto Elohim.

 

Matthew 12:47  Then one said unto him, Behold, Thy mother and Thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with Thee.
48  But He answered and said unto him that told Him, Who is My mother? and who are My brethren?
49  And He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, and said, Behold My mother and My brethren!
50  For whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother.

 

Our heavenly Father's will is written in the Torah, the first five books of the bible. Our heavenly Father's Torah (teaching, instruction) is filled up (fulfilled, filled to the top) by YAHUSHUA our Messiah in Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7. 

 

I know it can be very difficult to break with the traditions that we have observed all of our lives from our childhood. But taking just one small step in the right direction is the beginning of going in the right direction. It's a complete turn around in our lives. It's called repentance from sin. 

 

1 Peter 1:23  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of YaHuWaH , which liveth and abideth for ever.

 

The human government of the United States has replaced YaHuWaH Elohim's Feast of Ingathering (Feast of Tabernacles) in the Autumn with Thanksgiving Day. The Roman Catholic Church has replaced the Feast Days of YaHuWaH Elohim observed by our Messiah and His disciples with the Feast Days of ancient foreign deities and placed a "Christian" meaning upon them.

 

My wife and I will count the authority of YaHuWaH Elohim, King of the Universe, and the authority of His Son YAHUSHUA, Commander of the Armies of the Universe, over that of the government of the United States and the United Nations. We will honor our truly loving Father as best we can, not perfectly yet, but as best we can, because we love Him and recognize His supreme authority over our lives. We will obey the laws of our land, and also recognize that there is a greater Authority who rules and overrules in the lives of His people. 

 

