Aim: How can an amendment be changed and what is the unwritten constitution? 


I. The Amending Process
· Article V of the Constitution can propose an amendment 

· One house of Congress accepts the amendment by a two-thirds vote

· The other house approves it

· the amendment goes to the states for approval

· OR

· Legislatures in at least two-thirds of the states must request a convention. 

· This method has never been used

It must still be approved by three-fourths of the states: 38 out of 50

1. Ratifying an amendment

· Congress sends amendment to the fifty state legislatures for approval

1. If it gets the votes it automatically becomes part of the Constitution

2. The President has no formal role and no veto
3. flexible to meet new situations and new needs

II. Adapting the Constitution
· The Constitution was written so that it could be changed and adapted to future times and conditions

· The provisions that allow this include: 

· The elastic clause

· Implied powers

· Judicial interpretation

· The amendment process

· Practices, customs and traditions that are not written in are known as the unwritten 

III. The Unwritten Constitution
· Processes of our government that are considered an essential part of the system yet they are not actually in the Constitution

· The Cabinet 
· Political Parties
· Judicial Review  

· United States presidential nominating convention
· Congressional Committees
· Lobbying

· Term Limits for President

