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WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER) 
 MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY  
  
 MINUTES 

  February 19, 2014  
 
Chairman Chamberlain called the regular meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River) 
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:52 p.m.  The meeting was held at the Authority’s 
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey. 
 
Roll Call: 
    
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman    Drew Kiszonak Absent 
Morris Scott, Jr., Vice Chairman     
Robert Piazza, Treasurer       
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary      
Sidney Deutsch 
Donald Niece       
Everdina O’Connor 
Philip Rosenberg 
 
Also, in attendance were:  
 
Stephen Donati, P.E., Authority Engineer; Charles L. Houck, Authority Chief Financial Officer; 
Brian Tipton, Esq., Authority Legal Counsel; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority Consultant; and 
Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.  
 
Chairman Chamberlain read the Introductory Statement.       
 
MINUTES 
 
Ms. O’Connor moved and Mr. Niece seconded to approve the minutes of the January 15, 2014 
regular meeting, as presented.  The motion passed.  Roll call was as follows: 
 
Mr. Deutsch  Yes   Mr. Piazza   Yes 
Mr. Kiszonak  Absent   Mr. Rosenberg  Abstain   
Ms. Napolitani Yes   Mr. Scott   Yes 
Mr. Niece  Yes   Chairman Chamberlain Yes 
Ms. O’Connor  Yes 
 
Mr. Niece moved and Ms. O’Connor seconded to approve the minutes of the January 15, 2014 
executive session, as presented.  The motion passed.  Roll call was as follows: 
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Mr. Deutsch  Yes   Mr. Piazza   Yes 
Mr. Kiszonak  Absent   Mr. Rosenberg  Abstain   
Ms. Napolitani Yes   Mr. Scott   Yes 
Mr. Niece  Yes   Chairman Chamberlain Yes 
Ms. O’Connor  Yes 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Ms. Napolitani recapped the correspondence:  
 
1. A letter dated January 16, 2014, from Ms. Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant, to Mr. 

O’Malley, President, Main Pool & Chemical Co., Inc., regarding Award of Contract No. 
14-01. 
 

2. A letter dated January 20, 2014, from Mr. Wauhop, Authority Consultant, to the NJDEP 
regarding the annual Wastewater Beneficial Reuse Report. 
 

3. A letter dated January 24, 2014, from Ms. Decker, Sewer Utility Clerk, Town of 
Belvidere requesting information about the Augustinian Recollect Center and other flow 
data. 
 

4. A letter dated January 28, 2014, from Mr. Johnson, P.E., Assistant County Engineer, 
County of Warren informing the Authority of its 2014 Resurfacing Project. 
 

5. A letter dated January 30, 2014, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CP Engineers to Mr. 
Sobhan, Project Engineer, Tomar Construction Services requesting remediation of a 
Project Sign Deficiency, per Contract No. 12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade. (this has been 
remedied) 
 

6. A letter dated January 30, 2014, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CP Engineers to Mr. 
Wauhop enclosing the annual Consulting Engineer’s Certificates. 
 

7. A letter dated January 30, 2014, from Mr. Mikulka, C.P.M., Senior Project Manager, CP 
Engineers, to Mr. Paull, Acting Chief, Northern Bureau of Water Compliance & 
Enforcement, NJDEP following up on the report of a Total Phosphorus Exceedence. 
 

8. A letter dated February 3, 2014, from QC Laboratories in response to our inquiry about 
the reported results for the November 6, 2013 Effluent Total Phosphate sample. 
 

9. A Notice from the attorney for Trinacria, LLC, regarding a request for preliminary and 
final site plan approval for construction on Block 21, Lot 7.03, to be heard at the White 
Township Planning Board February 11, 2014 hearing. 
 

10. A memo from the MEL Safety Institute regarding 2013-14 online training.  (Ms. 
Napolitani informed the Board that if anyone wanted to attend the training in person, the 
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Town of Belvidere would be holding the training in its town hall.  She will let everyone 
know when.) 
 

11. A letter dated February 10, 2014, from Mr. Paull, Acting Chief, Northern Bureau of 
Water Compliance & Enforcement, NJDEP, to Mr. Wauhop in response to our 
Affirmative Defense Claim.   
 

12. A letter dated February 10, 2014, from Mr. Paull, Acting Chief, Northern Bureau of 
Water Compliance & Enforcement, NJDEP, to Chairman Chamberlain, enclosing a Draft 
Administrative Consent Order in relation to the Oxford WWTP Upgrade.  
 

13. A letter dated February 13, 2014, from Mr. Marvin, Warren County Administrator to Ms. 
O’Connor informing her of her reappointment to our Board.   
 

CFO’S REPORT 
 
Per State statute, each year the Authority is required to adopt a Cash Management Plan.  Mr. 
Houck presented a resolution for adoption of the Cash Management Plan for 2014.  The plan is 
the same as last year, except with updated bank information.          
 
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #14-10, adopting the Cash Management Plan for 2014. Ms. 
Napolitani seconded.  The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.   
 
Mr. Houck presented a resolution prepared by Bond Counsel for final authorization of the loan 
for the Oxford WWTF Upgrade.  He said the dollar amount on the resolution was no cause for 
alarm; it needs to be high enough in the event there are change orders.  The interest on the loan 
will be capitalized until the day we borrow the money. 
 
Mr. Niece moved to adopt Resolution #14-11, authorizing the issuance of an amount not to 
exceed $13,000,000 in Wastewater Revenue Bonds through the New Jersey Environmental 
Infrastructure Trust Financing Program.  Mr. Scott seconded.  The motion passed unanimously 
on a roll call vote.   
 
Mr. Houck left the meeting.   
 
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Tipton had nothing to report. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
Oxford Permit Exceedence:  On behalf of the Authority, CPE submitted an Affirmative Defense 
Claim in January to the DEP.  In response, the DEP denied our claim.  The Authority’s assertion 
was that the Belvidere and Oxford samplings were inadvertently switched.  Mr. Wauhop 
provided historical data in effort to prove this claim.   Unfortunately, the lab had already 
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discarded the samples so retesting was not possible.  Therefore, the DEP deems this as 
circumstantial evidence and they cannot approve the affirmative defense.  The Authority could 
have been fined $5,000, but CPE negotiated a settlement of $1,000.  This is the minimum fine 
that can be imposed by the DEP.  The DEP incorporated this settlement into the Administrative 
Consent Order (ACO) for the Oxford WWTF.  There was further discussion as to whether the 
testing lab should be held partially culpable and pay half the fine.  Mr. Wauhop will contact QC 
about the matter. 
 
In correspondence was the Draft Administrative Consent Order from the NJDEP.  The current 
compliance date to meet the new permit limits is March 1, 2014.  In response to the Authority’s 
request for relief from this date, the DEP agreed to extend this deadline to May 1, 2015.  Upon 
execution of the ACO, CPE will submit a force majeure request for further relief based on the 
weather.  Mr. Donati stressed that by the Board agreeing to the extension they are also agreeing 
to pay fines if the extension date is not met.  However, the contract with Tomar Construction has 
liquidated damages of $1,500 for every day they exceed the date in the contract, which is earlier 
then the permit compliance date.   
 
Mr. Tipton stated the force majeure provision in the ACO is very beneficial to the Authority and 
quarterly progress reports are required.  The Authority will also be very diligent in formally 
informing the contractor if they miss a milestone in the contract.   
 
Mr. Donati presented a resolution authorizing the Chairman to sign the ACO in its final form. 
 
Mr. Piazza moved to adopt Resolution #14-12, authorizing Chairman Chamberlain to sign the 
Administrative Consent Order with the NJDEP for the Oxford WWTF, subject to review and 
approval of a final version by the Authority engineer and general counsel.  Mr. Scott seconded. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg recommended a letter be sent to QC Labs requesting them to pay half the $1,000 
fine and for the letter to accompany the ACO.  After further discussion, Chairman Chamberlain 
said that he viewed these issues as two separate matters and suggested voting on the resolution 
for the ACO separate from the letter to QC Labs.   
 
The above motion for Resolution #14-12 carried.  Roll call was as follows: 
 
Mr. Deutsch  Yes   Mr. Piazza   Yes 
Mr. Kiszonak  Absent   Mr. Rosenberg  No   
Ms. Napolitani Yes   Mr. Scott   Yes 
Mr. Niece  Yes   Chairman Chamberlain Yes 
Ms. O’Connor  Yes 
 
Mr. Rosenberg moved that the Authority send a letter to QC Labs seeking reimbursement of half 
the $1,000 fine.  Mr. Piazza seconded.  Mr. Wauhop will use QC’s own letter as a starting point 
for his follow up letter seeking a $500 credit against our new contract for future lab tests, at $100 
a month for the next five months.  Mr. Tipton suggested mentioning to QC that they could have 
assisted the Authority when they saw the anomaly by not discarding the sampling.  Mr. Wauhop 
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agreed and he will assert that QC should have alerted us when they saw the results.  He will have 
Mr. Tipton review the letter beforehand.  The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.       
 
Upgrade Construction:  Tomar has continued with the shop drawing submittal process.  For the 
most part, the equipment they have been submitting on is what was specified.  However, on one 
piece of equipment, the blowers, which are very important, they have submitted a substitute.  
This has caused some issues and the substitute equipment was rejected.  Mr. Niece felt there was 
no “or equal” for the specified blower.  Mr. Donati said Public Contract Law is involved in the 
process.  The sound from the specified blower and substitute blower is significantly different 
said Mr. Niece.  Mr. Donati suggested visiting a plant with these blowers.  The Authority has to 
prove the substitute is not equal.  Mr. Wauhop said the issues for us to define are the decibel 
level, the enclosure that it is encased in, and access to the equipment.   
 
Upgrade Payment Request:  Tomar has submitted a payment request for $112,700.  This is for 
their bonds and insurance.     
 
Upgrade Financing:  Closing for the interim loan occurred on January 21.  CPE submitted the 
first request for reimbursement, which is for 50% of the Planning and Design Allowance.   
 
Axford Avenue Pump Station:  Mr. Donati gave an update of the schedule for the rehab project.   
 
AUTHORITY CONSULTANT    
 
Mr. Wauhop distributed his report prior to the meeting.     
 
Due to the extreme weather this past month, the operations staff at Oxford has spent most of 
their efforts in keeping the plant running efficiently.  
    
At the Belvidere plant, routine maintenance was performed on the process pumps and the 
blowers.  However, there has been a real issue with the cold weather this year and the foam on 
top of the aeration beds.  Foam has been an issue since the process began in 2004, but because of 
the duration of this year’s extreme cold weather the foam accumulates and freezes.  It has been a 
real struggle for the operators to clear the foam from the beds.  Mr. Wauhop said the challenge 
this year would be to fix this plant.  Sampling has been done.  He suspects grease may be 
involved.  Currently, polymer is being used in an effort to keep things under control.  The 
aeration beds are finicky.   
 
The other thing he would like to see done this year is for the operators to take their tests for 
licensing. 
 
Mr. Wauhop continues to monitor the Oxford plant.   
 
On February 11, Mr. Wauhop met with White Township council members about the sewer 
billing issues.  He also met with the Belvidere Town Council last night.  Both meetings were 
similar.  The Belstra matter was resolved.  Beginning in 2014, the Authority billed White 
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Township for that resident and will continue to do so going forward.  Belvidere will issue a 
credit to White Township for a payment made by Belstra in 2013.  Mr. Tipton is working with 
the attorney for Belvidere.  
 
Thomas Bartha Excavating has completed the job of raising the manholes in Oxford Township.  
He did a great job and he cleared the property so that we have access to the manholes.   
 
Laboratory Analysis Contract:  Mr. Wauhop presented the resolution and agreement authorizing 
the award of a non-fair and open contract for professional services for laboratory testing to QC 
Labs, Inc.   
 
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #14-13, awarding the non-fair and open contract for the 
professional services of laboratory testing to QC Labs, Inc.  Ms. Napolitani seconded.  The 
motion carried.  Roll call was as follows: 
 
Mr. Deutsch  Yes   Mr. Piazza   Yes 
Mr. Kiszonak  Absent   Mr. Rosenberg  Yes   
Ms. Napolitani Yes   Mr. Scott   Yes 
Mr. Niece  No   Chairman Chamberlain Yes 
Ms. O’Connor  Yes 
  
As part of the Authority’s costs for the Oxford WWTF Upgrade, we are responsible to pay the 
testing lab to do the test cylinders on all concrete poured there.  CPE had three testing labs 
submit quotes and the lowest was from Certified Testing Laboratories, Inc.   
 
Mr. Niece moved that we award the contract to Certified Testing Laboratories, Inc.  Ms. 
O’Connor seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Wauhop displayed one the four respirator sets purchased for the Confined Space Entry 
Program.  Due to weather and the issues in maintaining efficient operation of the plants, we have 
not had a chance for training and certification.  We extended an offer to the Belvidere 
Department of Public Works to participate in those classes and they accepted our offer.  They 
would be certified and could borrow our equipment and, in exchange, they would give us a van 
they are not using and needs work.  The van can be used to keep the Confined Space Entry 
equipment at the ready.  Ms. Napolitani stated that she is the liaison for the Belvidere DPW and 
she will pose this idea at the next council meeting.  She does not see a problem with it because 
they were thinking of getting rid of the van because it really needs work and Belvidere would 
save money by not having to purchase their own equipment and training.  Mr. Rosenberg asked 
if the Oxford DPW was extended the same offer.  Mr. Wauhop stated yes but he was unsure of 
their decision.  He will approach them again.   
 
The polymer being used at the Belvidere plant may cost us a couple thousand dollars a month 
until things are under control.   
 
FINANCE (TREASURER) 



 
WCMUA minutes                                                        7       February 19, 2014

 
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #14-14 (Certificate No. 331: $94,159.04) be approved to pay 
all bills from the Operating Fund.  Mr. Scott seconded.  The motion passed unanimously on a 
roll call vote.    
 
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #14-15 (Certificate No. 339: $134,888.17) be approved to pay 
all bills from the Capital Improvements Fund.  Ms. O’Connor seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously on a roll call vote.     
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Chairman Chamberlain instructed the Insurance Committee to develop a timetable, methodology 
for the selection process, advertising and interviewing for insurance options and come up with 
three recommendations for the Board.  They should contact Ms. Kaspereen or our risk manager 
for further information.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
There was no executive session.   
 
As there was no more business to come before the Authority, Mr. Piazza moved and Mr. Scott 
seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All in favor, motion carried.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 
 

Patricia Kaspereen 
____________________                                                      
Patricia Kaspereen 
Administrative Assistant  
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