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Welcome
Message from Your President
Photos from Past

Dear Members,

Meetings

What’s in a name? When I first started buying orchids the only names I really knew were
Cattleya, Phalaenopsis and Dendrobium. As the years have gone by and I’ve become more of a
“collector” I’ve found that the acronyms attached to some of the newer hybrids are confusing to
say the least. AOS to the rescue! See below for a list of some common orchid hybrid
abbreviations I found on the AOS website.
Our Monthly Meeting via Zoom
Our speaker will be Peter Lin from Diamond Orchids in California
His Topic: The Three A’s of the Orchid World
Date: Wednesday, May 12, 2021
Time: 7:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting , click here.
Meeting ID: 883 8548 0035
Passcode: 280711
There’s no business like “Festival Business” New Name, Same great orchid event. Proposed
New Festival Dates: Saturday October 23 and Sunday October 24th with load-in and set up on
Friday, October 22nd.
Thank you to everyone who turned out to make our first “festival” meeting a huge success. We
filled most of the positions for chairpersons.
If you’re interested in becoming more involved in your society, please reach out to me via
phone (954) 695-7889 or email molovesorchids@gmail.com. We welcome everyone in order to
make this festival a success for our society.
Orchid Judging
Congratulations to last month’s twenty Blue, Red and CCM Ribbon winners and we thank all
our members for submitting their lovely flowers for judging. Joan Connors, AOS Judge,
continues her excellent presentation of all orchids submitted.
Please be sure to send in photos of your orchids for judging – it’s thrilling to see what our
members are growing at home. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to show us the orchids
that you normally wouldn’t be able to bring into the meeting – such as those that you have
growing on trees. Thank you Joan. We all enjoy your incredible presentations!
Here comes summer! Watch out for that rainy season!
See you on Wednesday , May 12, 2021 at 7:00 pm.
Michele Owens, President
Delray Beach Orchid Society
MoLovesOrchids@gmail.com
954 695-7889



APRIL BLUE RIBBON WINNERS



Jumellea densifoliata
Grown by Russ

Paph.(Makuli-Curtisii)-Maudiae x
Maudiae ‘Napa Valley’ HCC/AOS
Grown by Larry

LC Fire Dance 'Blanche'
Grown by Judith C.

Dendrobium aphyllum

Paph. Hsinying Macbeth 'Y-18' x Hung
Shen Macbeth 'Miao Hua'"
Grown by Chickie

C. Mount Dora
Grown by Judith C.

Grown by Larry

Aranda Prapin Spot
 Grown by Barbara S,

Den. Violet Yamaji 'Puanani'
Grown by Chickie

MAY SPEAKER
THE THREE A'S OF ORCHIDS WORLD
We welcome Peter T. Lin, who will be presenting an information lecture on The 3 A’s of the Orchid
World: Angraecum, Aerangis and Aeranthes. This fast paced PowerPoint presentation will showcase 3 of the
main genera in the Angraecoid family of Orchids, as well as some of the lesser genera. Along with the species,
we’ll also take a look at some of the beautiful hybrids that have been made over the years.
Peter started growing orchids over 35 years ago, and is the winner of numerous AOS Awards He is an
accredited judge with the American Orchid Society and a hybridizer of mini-catts. He also has thousands of
photos of his orchids that he maintains on Flickr. To view Click here
You can review his exceptional rochids for sale on his website: For the month of May, 2021, DBOS members
will recive a 10% discount. Please contact Peter by email: or cell: 909-573-6751.

Orchid Hybrid Name Abbreviations
Aranda: Aranda Arachnis x Vanda
Ascandopsis :Ascdps Ascocentrum x Vandopsis
Ascocenda: Ascda Ascocentrum x Vanda
Ascovandoritis: Asvts Ascocentrum x Doritis x Vanda
Beallara: Bllra Brassia x Cochlioda x Miltonia x Odontoglossum
Brassocattleya: Bc Brassavola x Cattleya
Brassochilus: Brchs Brassia x Leochilus
Brassoepidendrum: Bepi Brassavola x Epidendrum
Brassoepilaelia:Bpl Brassavola x Epidendrum x Laelia
Brassolaelia: Bl Brassavola x Laelia
Brassolaeliocattleya:Blc Brassavola x Laelia x Cattleya
Brassotonia: Bstna Brassavola x Broughtonia
Doritaenopsis: Dtps Doritis x Phalaenopsis
Epicattleya: Epi Cattleya x Epidendrum
Epilaeliocattleya: Eplc Cattleya x Epidendrum x Laelia
Miltassia: Mtssa Brassia x Miltonia
Phalandopsis: Phdps Phalaenopsis x Vandopsis
Potinara: Pot Brassavola x Cattleya x Laelia x Sophro

American Orchid Society
Monthly Check list for May and June
Cattleya
The last of the spring-flowering types -- those that flower from a ripened
hard pseudobulb -- will be finishing, while the first summer-blooming
types will be showing buds on their rapidly growing, soft pseudobulbs.
Both may need potting, as signaled by deteriorating mix, this month. The
spring bloomers present no problems, as you will be dealing with fully
ripe, well-hardened pseudobulbs. They will be ready to root on the
mature front pseudobulb and will establish quickly. The summer

bloomers, will be brittle and may be in bud. Nonetheless, experienced
growers know that unless potted now, they may not root later, as this
type tends to be seasonal in its rooting behavior. Stake the lead growth
to avoid breakage.
May can still present some changing light conditions that can lead to
burning of the foliage if the plants have not been properly acclimatized.
Allow them to build up their tolerance to higher light gradually. Changing
light and temperatures can also be the source of some frustration when
trying to determine when plants need watering. While cattleyas will be entering into a period of rapid growth
starting this month, they have still not built up sufficient momentum to be significantly slowed by your missing a
day or two of watering owing to dark weather. As always, it is safer to err on the dry side than on the wet. It is
important, though, especially to the summer bloomers. Too much shade will cause rapidly developing
inflorescences to droop unattractively.

Phalaenopsis
Except for the latest-spiking plants, all phalaenopsis should be ready for potting or already potted. Because
phalaenopsis are tropical plants, they tend to be seasonal in their rooting behavior. The critical point for potting
is when new roots emerge from the base of the plant. This is absolutely the best time to repot a phalaenopsis.
The summer-flowering types, based on Doritis background, have ideally already been potted and are becoming
freshly established, ready to support their soon-to-emerge spikes for the summer season. Phalaenopsis potted
at the right point in their growth cycle will reestablish almost immediately, with fresh roots growing into the new
medium nearly uninterrupted. As soon as the flush of new root growth is seen, begin regular watering and
fertilizing to make maximum use of the major growing season. Do not get over-exuberant with your watering,
though, allowing water to splash between plants. This can be a source of infection for both water-borne
pathogens and viral contamination. Phalaenopsis are much more susceptible to virus than was previously
thought. Take extra care to keep your collection free of bacterial and viral problems, which you can accomplish
by maintaining a clean growing area.
What is the best potting media? see photo above
Aliflor, an expanded clay product, is popular on its own as a potting media, or used as an additive to
mixes. AKA: Clay Media (aliflor) Hydroponic, Hydroton Med
A fresh, fast-draining, but water-retentive medium is essential to the healthy root system necessary for good
growth. Whether a bark-based mix (which drains well, is forgiving of watering errors but breaks down rather
quickly), a peat-based mix (which retains moisture well but requires more careful watering and frequent repotting) or some inorganic, basically hydroponic method, orchids have been grown successfully in a variety of
media
Reprinted from the the American Orchid Society. To read the entire article, click here:

MAY GROWING BY DR. MOTES

This April has been a li le drier than average and a li le cooler as the enormous
cold fronts which ravaged the North, delivered extended periods of high pressure
and deligh ul weather over South Florida. These large systems produced nearly the
usual amount of rain but in more concentrated doses. This has been good news for
our orchids, allowing them to properly dry out and getting them off to a disease-free
start on the growing season. Careful watering in May ll the rainy season begins
mid-month will continue this positive dynamic.
The cooler weather with temperatures seldom lingering in the upper 80’s
has not been to the liking of our ubiquitous enemy the Thrips. As temperatures rise
toward the 90’s, they are likely to return with a vengeance. Be ready to control them when they arrive with the methods set
forth in Florida Orchid Growing. A preventa ve spray before any damage to ﬂowers or root

ps is observed is highly

recommended.
Snails have had an extra long winter’s sleep under the cool dryness of this April. The ﬁrst solid rain of May will wake
them into ac on just as our sympodial orchids are all in lush new growth. Be ready to apply snail bait lightly with both the ﬁrst
and second rains of May and you should achieve thorough control in your growing area. By the me the heavy rains of June,
which allow snails to travel large distances from our neighbors arrive, our plants will be harder and less vulnerable.
Even if the nearly ideal growing conditions persist for a few more weeks, the arrival of summer with its rains is
inevitable, so beginning the preventive spray program delineated in Florida Orchid Growing, should start now.
 Florida Orchid Growing: Month by Month , Sale Price:19.95 Original Price:29.95
NEW SECOND EDITION! On sale until the end of May.
Just buying the book? Use the code: BOOKONLY at checkout to eliminate the shipping charge
Meanwhile, continue to enjoy one of the most pleasant climates on the planet.
Dr. Martin Motes
Motes Orchids

RAINWATER COLLECTION?

Question
I collect rainwater into 150-gallon tanks under my greenhouse benches for use in watering.
Sometimes the water is held for two to four weeks before use and can get pretty rank. Is there
anything I can do to minimize the growth of algae in the water? I use a quaternary ammonium
product in my swamp cooler and I am not impressed with the results. - John Hyatt
Answer
Rainwater properly stored should be able to be held for a long time. If the tanks are under the
bench and not covered, they can easily be contaminated by runoff from plants above and the
combination of nutrients and light are ideal conditions to support algae. Proper handling of
rainwater includes the following:
The collection area must be kept clean. In Bermuda, most houses depend on rainwater for all
their needs, so when the rainy season starts, they let the first few showers wash away the
dust and dirt from their white roofs before the start of collection.
The storage tank must be covered to prevent any contaminants from entering. Once
contaminated, it is no longer rainwater.
The storage tank should also be relatively light-proof, as any light will promote algae
growth.
Thomas Sheehan, PhD
From the American Orchid Society
www.AOS.org

Help raise funds for DBOS by using
Amazon Smile .
Did you know that you can help support
DBOS
by
using Smile.Amazon.com.

Check out the
American Orchid
Society's web site for
plenty of interesting

Amazon Smile will donate a portion of
the eligible purchases to DBOS, just
name Delray Beach Orchid Society as
your favorite charity and shop at
Smile.Amazon.com

articles and photos on awarded orchids.
Pests, fungus, cold, rain damage? Click
here:
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Board Members

Upcoming Events

President: Michele Owens

Veteran's Park continues to be closed and we do not
have a reopening date. As for now, our monthly

Programs: Judith Cohen

meetings will be held using ZOOM . If you have any
questions, please contact our President, Michele, or

Membership: Chickie Tobias
Treasurer: Priscilla Roper
Asst. Treasurer: Martha Combs
Recording Secretary: Donna Holt
Corresponding Sec.: Bernadette Garfinkel

Judith Cohen, Program Chair or one of the Board
members. They are ready to help you.
Scheduled Meetings:
May 12 — Peter Lin , Diamond Orchids, Calif. — 3A’s
Angraecum Aerangis Aeranthes

Trustees:
Nancy Boyle
Pamela Boyle
Barbara Shaw
Buddy Rapaport
Ilene Shulan

June 9 —Bill Thoms The Incomplete Guide, From

A to WHY.
July 14 — Wendy Mazuk — "The Amazing Leafless
Florida Native Ghost Orchid"

Newsletter Editor: Valerie Smith
Club Photographer: John Morris

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this newsletter, please feel free to
contact our President, Michele Owens at at 954-6957889 or email.
If you have special event in your life or know of a
member who is ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary,

Bernadette

Garfinkel

at

561

398-

6315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or phone number? We
don't want to lose contact with you. Please contact our
Membership Chair, Chickie Tobias

