CITY OF OSKALOOSA, KS
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
212 W WASHINGTON STREET
JUNE 18, 2025 * 7:00PM
*********************************************************************************************************************

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS PRESENT
John Norman, Mayor
Ken Newell, Council President
Mike Herzberg, Council
John Metzger, Council
Aron Boyce, Council
Chauncey Young, Council

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Patty Hamm, City Clerk
Nathaniel Copp, City Superintendent
Paul Bolinger, Chief of Police
Todd Luckman, City Attorney

PUBLIC PRESENT
Samantha Herzberg, Stephanie Spencer, Kim Herzberg, Doug Bond: Oskaloosa Public Library
Garrett Tufte, American Surveying
Santiago Moralez, 802 Liberty Street
Douglas Thomas, 403 Cherokee Street


CALL TO ORDER
John Norman, Mayor, called the regular meeting of the Oskaloosa City Council to order at 7:00pm.

PUBLIC

Library
Samantha Herzberg presented the 2026 Library Budget to the City Council noting the budget reflects a 13% increase due to a decrease in grant funds. The amount requested from the City is $42,000. John Norman asked why the library was not requesting the full amount of mills allowed. Samantha replied the additional mills would bring new requirements for additional personnel which the library does not need. John thanked Ms. Herzberg for the information and advised the City will take their request into consideration when figuring the City’s budget in the upcoming months. 

Zoning Replat
Garrett Tufte was present to inform the City Council of a proposed replat by Mr. Joel Yoder at the west end of Hamilton Street, Herkimer Street and Warren Street. Nathaniel Copp replied there is no access to sewer on the southern half and lift stations will have to be installed.

Code Enforcement: 802 Liberty Street
Patty Hamm reported that Mr. Moralez has submitted a building permit application for a chicken coop and fencing, however approval is on hold due to code enforcement issues. Mr. Moralez updated Council on the items remaining in his yard that will be brought into compliance as follows: tarp on front porch removed after chickens are moved to coop, chevy cab removed, mower under tarp removed and remaining mower in working condition. John Metzger made a motion to grant the building permit on the condition that all code enforcement issues are brought into compliance no later than July 16, 2025 at which time the Council will revisit a possible extension on the motor vehicle restoration permit. Aron Boyce seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried.
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Code Enforcement: 403 Cherokee Street
Mr. Douglas Thomas advised that the truck on his property cannot be tagged due to the previous owner having a lien on the vehicle. Council agreed to issue Mr. Thomas a three month motor vehicle restoration permit that will expire on September 17, 2025, to allow time to resolve the title dispute.

POLICE / CODE ENFORCEMENT / ANIMAL CONTROL
Patty Hamm reported that surrounding cities are interested in collaborating with the City for an animal control officer if the City can figure out where to impound any animals that are caught.

Todd Luckman updated Council on the Code Enforcement issues at 902 Westview stating that Mr. Barnett appeared in municipal court today and will begin to receive a $50 per day fine beginning June 19, 2025 for each day that the property remains in non-compliance with the foul ordinance. John Metzger asked for clarification on the ownership of the property. Patty Hamm replied that both Mrs. Barnett and Mr. Barnett own the property. Todd Luckman responded that for this issue he has addressed only Mr. Barnett but in the case of zoning and building violations both parties will be addressed in the complaint.

MAINTENANCE
Nathaniel Copp reported that a swimming pool valve had to be replaced.

Nathaniel Copp reported that there was a storm sewer collapse at the City lot next to City Hall that had to be fixed and filled in.

Nathaniel Copp reported that the maintenance staff has been preparing for the Old Settler’s Reunion festival.

John Norman advised that he has received a complaint regarding the amount of water that is washing out an alley along side the rental property of Dennis Reiling at 616 Liberty Street. Nathaniel Copp advised the tube has become buried over time. Stephanie Spencer noted that the same issue has happened in the alley behind the library leaving large ruts to drive across. Nathaniel Copp replied the library alley would be a major job to install a drainage tube due to the amount of utilities located in that alley.

Nathaniel Copp reported he is waiting on a timeline from Bettis Asphalt for this year’s street improvement project. The streets on the list for this year are Columbia Street/Warren Street intersection, South Elm Street, and part of Delaware Street. Paul Bolinger noted that Cherokee Street is in need of repairs. Nathaniel Copp replied Cherokee Street is a concrete street.

John Norman requested the City Shop area be cleaned up and the piles of metal be hauled off to salvage.

PARK & POOL
John Norman reported that a meeting is being planned with the pool staff to address issues of kids being out of control and not following the rules or lifeguards instructions.

Patty Hamm reported she is waiting on a response regarding the surfacing of a pickleball court.

LEGAL COUNSEL
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the contract renewal with Rural Water District No. 7 as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried.

Ken Newell made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-05, 814 Delaware Street as presented. John Metzger seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried.

Resolution No. 2025-06, 301 Liberty Street was tabled; no action taken. John Norman reported quite a bit of the property violations have been resolved and he will go visit with the homeowner regarding the remaining items.

Resolution No. 2025-07, 403 Cherokee Street was tabled; no action taken. Mr. Douglas Thomas was previously granted a motor vehicle restoration permit.
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ZONING
Council members reviewed the Jefferson County Telecommunications Tower Permit Application. Council had no issues or concerns regarding the permit. No action taken.

MEETING MINUTES
John Metzger made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2025 regular Council meeting as written. Mike Herzberg seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried.

FINANCE
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the financial report and vouchers as presented. John Metzger seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Patty Hamm requested letters of support for the Jefferson County Safe Street for All (SS4A) grant application.

John Norman advised that he visited with the Jefferson County Attorney regarding the theft of the Carnival staff’s golf cart during last year’s event and the County Attorney will proceed with charges.

Paul Bolinger informed the Council that the beer garden area has been extended this year and he will have a hard time patrolling that large area with the limited staff he has for the event. Ken Newell suggested Patty Hamm contact Matt Miller and have the fencing be moved back to the west behind the general public seating area.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Ken Newell made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:45pm for 15 minutes for personnel exception; municipal court. Mike Herzberg seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0; Motion Carried. Public Session resumed at 9:00pm. John Norman announced no binding action taken.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, Ken Newell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:05pm. Mike Herzberg      seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=5, No=0 Motion Carried.


							
John Norman, Mayor


ATTEST:
							
Patty A. Hamm, City Clerk


Minutes Approved: 	JULY 16, 2025			
