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U.S. Billion-dollar Weather and Climate Disasters
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Different Ways to Measure Disaster Impact
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To capture losses requires a broad array of public and private data
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Important International disaster loss databases
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U.S. Billion-dollar event frequency, annual cost, 5-year cost average (1980-2017)
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Cumulative billion-dollar disaster frequency (year-to-date) for all years 1980-2017
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U.S. Billion-dollar Weather and Climate Disasters
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The Nation is weather and climate conscious...for good reason,
as each geographic region faces unique hazards
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For interactive data, charts, mapping and event summaries, see:
www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions

See new article on: “2017 U.S. billion-dollar weather and climate disasters: a historic year in context”

www.climate news-features/bl nd-data/2017-us-billion-dollar-weather-and-climate-disasters-histori r
$ B 9

For more detail on data, methodology and uncertainty, see:

- Smith A.B. and J.M. Matthews, 2015: Quantifying Uncertainty and Variable Sensitivity within the

U.S. Billion-dollar Weather and Climate Disaster Cost Estimates. Natural Hazards, 77, 1829-1851
(https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/docs/smith-and-matthews-2015.pdf)

- Smith, A.B. and R.W. Katz, 2013: U.S. Billion-dollar weather and climate disasters: Data sources,
trends, accuracy and biases. Natural Hazards, 67, 387-410

(https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/docs/smith-and-katz-2013.pdf)



Backup slides



Cumulative billion-dollar disaster cost (year-to-date) for all years 1980-2017
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From 1980-2017, the U.S. South/Central and Southeast regions experienced a
higher frequency of billion-dollar disaster events than any other region
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From 1980-2017, the U.S. South/Central and Southeast regions experienced a
higher cost from billion-dollar disaster events. CA, NY, NJ, PR and V.I. as well.
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