While this text has two phrases SLIDE

we will all probably see on Christmas cards this season, 

we also need to hear the diagnosis of the issue at play.  


We will make it to the hope that comes with the light breaking in.  


We will get to the justice that will occur with 



“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 



Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” coming.  


But first we need to acknowledge why we need the light.

It is not as easy today 


to pretend in America that we are not living in darkness.  

Yet if we close off national and world news.  

If we look at most of our everyday actions, 


we can pretend we are not living in darkness, 



other than the physical darkness of Alaska in winter.  SLIDE

As long as we hold this view 



that everything is just fine, 


we are not going to really be prepared for Jesus.  

The reason being, 


we see no reason to prepare.  

Everything is moving along fine, 


we don't know that there is anything better out there.  

One of the issues we face 


is how often we don't realize that we are lost.

Now one of the first rules in the wilderness is, 


when you realize you are lost, 



what do you do?   SLIDE

You are supposed to sit down 



and not move.  

It is key to note, 


that when Matthew uses this text 



to talk about Jesus' coming, 

the people are not walking in darkness,  SLIDE

but sitting.  

They are following the first rule about being lost.  


Now we could focus on the fact that they are so far from God, 



that they have lost the desire to continue to move around, 



the hope is lost.  


The other side of that coin is, 



they have realized how lost they are  SLIDE



and have concluded they can't save themselves.  

Hope is not necessarily lost.  


Hope just no longer is resting in themselves.  

From a lost point of view,  SLIDE

those sitting 



are actually more prepared to be found.  

Debriefing the people that we found 


when I was on search and rescue, 



a pattern usually appeared.  


“I realized I was lost,  SLIDE


but I thought if I did this, 




I would find the trail.  



If I followed this, 




I would be okay.”  

The issue around Skagway is 


you often cliff out.  

We got the call 


when people got themselves to the point 



where they could go down any further 



nor back up from where they came.  

It was finally at that point 


that the cell phones came out 


and they called for help.  

AB Mountain had this happen a few times, 


but Upper Reid Falls became notorious for it.  

We put up signs saying this would happen 


and people walked past them 



“because they were more skilled than most.”  


Only to find that signs were there for a reason.

So while sitting in darkness is more lost, 

further from God than walking in darkness.  


It is also closer to the light breaking in.  

If you are still walking in darkness, 


you are still pretending that you can fix it 


and don't need the light yourself.  

So we hear that when Isaiah wrote 


700 years before Jesus, 

the people thought they could still fix things themselves.  


Wandering in the wilderness without God's leading 



for another 700 years 


finally had the people in a place where they were prepared for help.  

They finally sat down 


and stopped going further and further from God.  

Have you and I done that basic step 


of dealing with the darkness?  

Have we prepared for the gift of the birth of Jesus Christ 


and the return of Jesus Christ,  SLIDE
by stopping our walking in darkness 


and moved to sitting in darkness?  



If not, 



why not?  

Is it because we think we are going to fix it ourselves, 


that a switch is going to flip 



and everything will be okay 



because of what we have done.  

If that is the case, 


we are not prepared, 


we are not ready for the light to come.

So how do we prepare for this light to come into the world?  

A first step  SLIDE

is to understand what the light will do, 


how things will change.  

Just like a person stranded on a remote island knows 


that most likely it will be a plane looking for them,  SLIDE


so they write help on the shore, 


the have a signal fire ready to start if they hear or see a plane.

When this light broke into the world,  SLIDE

he shattered the yoke on our shoulders.  

What was that yoke, 


the very thing that caused the darkness.  


Thinking we had to save ourselves.  

But look at the verse two.   SLIDE

What did the people do?  



They see the light, 




but they did not cause or create the light.  



Light dawning 




is something another force besides us creates.  



Verse 3 again  SLIDE



is not speaking about the lost, 




but someone else enlarging the nation.  




Even someone else increasing their joy.  

What they do is to react, 


to rejoice.   SLIDE
Joy is a noun, 


a person, place or thing 



that they have more of.  

Rejoice is an action 


caused by the increase of the noun that Yahweh provides.

What often causes me to rejoice 


is the news that something I was not looking forward to 


or was going to be hard to do, 



I don't have to do.  

Not having to provide for our own salvation 


should create joy. SLIDE
Our oppressors losing power over us, 

battles being no more 


should bring us light, hope, joy.  

So why is that sometimes not what we are experiencing?  


This child described has come, 


why aren't we experiencing this?

What is becoming clearer to me everyday  SLIDE

is that we put ourselves in bondage,



 even when we have been set free.  

Being an accountability partner over the last ten years 


has made this clear to me.  

At times, 


I am describing a struggle I am having 


and Peter will ask,  SLIDE


“Are you still doing this?”  


You know, 



the thing that had freed me from the struggle in the past.  


I will usually have to say, “No.”  

In his great wisdom, 


he will suggest, 



“Maybe you should try doing that again.”  


We are reminding each other of the same things over and over.



Because we keep putting ourselves in bondage over and over.

On a large scale, 


I see the cycle of wanting to put our faith in a human being 


and serving them popping up all around the world.   SLIDE
That great high calling of Abraham 


to be a blessing to the nations, 


to other people is decreasing.  

We are wanting to move from serving our fellow man, 


to serving a false god or idol.  



It is easier.  


But it is not what Jesus rescued us from.  

When we move towards this false god or idol, 


we are putting on yoke, 


adding a bar, 


giving a rod to your oppressor 



with which to strike you with.

This can be put on 


with something as simple as our words.  

My sister was sharing a conversation she had with someone.  


They were talking about how they had not been the most competent parent, 


how they were struggling to interact with their adult child.   SLIDE
The phrase, “I have been,” 


kept being repeated.  

She gave them the keys to unlock the shackles 


by simply reminding them,  SLIDE


“Just because you have been something, 




does not mean 




or require you to continue being something.”  

How often do our words 


lock us into shackles 



that Jesus never wanted us to be in?  

Words like,  SLIDE

“I have to” 


“I Must” 


“We always do this” 

and the reigning emperor at our house, 


“It's tradition.”

These shackles, 


this yoke that we are putting on, 

rather than living into the reality that Jesus created, 


with light instead of darkness, 



do not belong in a world  SLIDE
where our, “Wonderful Counselor, 


Mighty God, 


Everlasting Father, 


and  Prince of Peace.” exist.  

God doesn't need us to do anything for him.   SLIDE

These titles tell us He knows everything.  


He has the power.  


His reign is not ending.  


He oversees our shalom 



and that of all creation.  

So he does not need us to do anything for him.  


God's zeal alone will accomplish all 



that gives us hope and light in this passage.

Our calling is to see the light, 


see it breaking over the darkness that has surrounded us for too long, 



and rejoice.  

To acknowledge and live into the gifts we have been given.  


To do what light is most famous for,  SLIDE


to reflect the light that is breaking in all around us.  

We don't need to save anyone.  


That is Jesus' job.  

We need only share as we rejoice, 


where that light has broken into our world, 



like we did last week.  

So if you need to,  SLIDE

be still.  


Realize how lost you are.  

Then look for the light breaking into your situation 


and move towards it.  

Let us do that all the more 


in this season of darkness. 
2
The people walking in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death

a light has dawned. 
3
You have enlarged the nation 

and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as men rejoice 

when dividing the plunder. 
4
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor. 
5
Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

will be fuel for the fire. 
6
For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7
Of the increase of his government and peace 

there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness 

from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 

