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A WORD OF WARNING

Perhaps a little dlscussion at this time would not be amiss
on the subject of our archaeology of Wyomimg and more particularly
to our Wyoming Archaeological Soclety, and our present laws and
proposed laws. As most of you are aware, the blg archaeologists
of our country are a group of trained scientists who have spent
much time and money in fitting themselves for the responsible posi-
tions most of them hold today. Therefore, it is only reasonable
to suppose that they might, as a body, slightly or otherwise frown
upon any group of amateurs who might invade their chosen field,
and justly so for in many instances through our entire country much
valuable scientific data has been completely destroyed by the so
called "pot hunter! or by those worst of all dispoilers, who com~
pletely wrecked many mounds and habitations, of our pre-historiec
dweller purely for obtaining whatever monetary value they could
get for whatever artifacts they obtained and sold.

T hereby mention the above facts for the purnose of bringing
before our group a very specific point. Namely, we have had
rather hard going as far as breaking the ice of recognitlon is
concerned, up to last year, when our president, Dr. Bentzen, at
Lincoln, Nebr., last Thanksgiving, delivered before a most august
assembly of noted archaesologlsts a complete report on our diggings
in the Big Horns, Since that time we have been in the lime-light,
but there i1s still a specific catch to the problem. I think I
have noted a proposed trend of unlty between some of the archaeolo-
gical societies and the historical societies of our own state, so
let it be remembered that we as an archaeological group are still
a minority group and if we were to unite with any larger group, we
would then in all probability be swallowed up by the larger one,
and in the end lose our identify or our ability to fight an legis-
lation that may b¢ proposed that would impair our serious effort
toward obtaining valuable archaeological data or scientific re-
search work within our state of Wyoming.

This is the note of warning I sound to each and every member
of our group, Let us, each and every one, acguaint ourselves with
our pregent archacological laws, both State and Pederal, and then
determine whether or not we need legislation., When you do, I
think you will find our present laws are adequate in every way
with possibly one or two exceptions, and in my opinion tae exception
would be to further tighten and regulate the taking out of the
state of any and all artifacts gathered within our state by out-
of-state institutions and individuals, and furthermore, the
governing body or representative at least should be one or more of
our own group. There is muech scicntific work to be done here in
our state of Wyoming, along archaeological lines, and in all right-
ful thinking, our own Wyoming Archaeological Soziety group shoulic
be the right one to do this job, so let all contribute ocur bit.

Let us not have our group purely a social one. TLet us bulld for a
good sound institution of archaeological scilence.

Written by Fred Hilman
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OVER THE CAMPRIRE
Part T

On May 17, a group consisting of Glenn Swecm, Don Grey,
Robert Sowada, Ray Bentzen, Louls Allen and daughter Shirley,
drove out to Kaufmann cave and spent the day surveying and con-
touring the contiguous arca.

In spite of a high wind and the presence of rattlesnakes,
(Jerry Kaufmann killed a big one near the cave that morning, and
shirley nearly stepped on a snake), everyone had an enjoyable time
and acquired varying degrecs of sunburn. Mr. Allen, who 1s a
professor of engincering and mathematics at NWCC, used the very
fine transit and level of the college to Iimplement our work., He
regrets that he will bo tied up with summer school at Laramie at
the time of our excavation.

Don Grey, who is profesgor of physics and math at NWCC, is
a new member of our society, and we are happy to add his talents
and enthusiasm to our group,

on the afternoon of May 25, Louis Allcn and Ray Bentzen
mapped the interior of Kaufmann cave, so now w¢ are ready to pro-
ceed with the excavation, This will take place on Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday, July 4, 5, and 6, All members are welcome to
participate for all or any part of this time. A map of the cave
location, which was prepared by Don Grey, is attached to this issue.
Jeeps or pickup trucks can bec driven to the site, but those who
drive sedans should not attempt to drive past the third and last
gate., It is only & short walk from there. Rring your own sleeping
equipment and food, but slecping on the ground is not advisable
because of snakes. A long handled shovel, leather gloves, and a
supply of drinking water should be taken along.

Qur June meeting was postponcd until sunday, the 15th, so it
could be held in the form of an all-day vicnic for those who so
desired. Tris and Trudy Colket have opcned up thelr beautiful
ranch at the mouth of Blg Goose Canyon, just below the city water
intake, for this mceeting. Mcmbers may take picenic lunches, go
garly in the day, hike, explore, ctce At 3 pe.m, a regular business
meeting will be held, after which the membership will be guests of
the Colkets and Mrs. Wolf for refreshments,

Don't forget that all moembers of our society have been in-
vited by Dr., Mulloy to visit or participate in the University field
party excavation at Glendo from June 15 to July 15, Dr. Bentzen,
Glenn Sweem, Jr., and Robert Sowada are planning to work the first
week with Dr. Mulloy's crew.

Part IT
The Wyoming Archaeological Society, which was organized in
1953, has had three presidents. Past presidents were Fred Hilman
and Robert PFrison, and our prosent president 1s Dr. Ray Bentzen,
Secretarics were Mrs. Pauline McIntosh Yost, Mrs. Vic Powers, and
Mrs. G. L. Nantkes who serves as our present secretary.

second place in the KWYO "unusual conditions under vh ich KWYO
was heard" contest went to Fred Hilman. He related how he heard
KWyo while digging for artifacts on the socicty's dig last summer
on Little Bald Mountain -~ - ~ thus linking the old with the modern.



OVER THE CAMPFIRE, Continued
Mr. Hilman won an album of phonograph records.

Two new mcmbors of our soclety are Mlss Vivienne Hesse of
Buffalo and Mrs. Pauline Yost of Ten Sleep, Wyoming.,

A group of fifty people from the Beckton arca recently
visited Mr. and Mrs, Fred Hilman to view theilr Indlan artifacts.
They were the children and teachers of Bedton school along with
the mothers who accompanied the group. At noon a plenic lunch
wag eaten on the patio., The teachsrs of the Beckton school are
Mrs. Chester Marguess and Mrs. W. H. Kendall, Others in the group
were Mrs. Waldo Leach, Mrs. Don Cox, Mrs. Virgil Nelson, Mrs. Wil-
liam Alderson, Mrz. Sally Forbes, Mrs. Don Davics, Mrs. Robert
Tate and Mrs. John Landon.

Now that summer is nigh many an ardent archaeologist will
take to the hills to sesarch out artifacts hidden these many
years from the eyes of the world. Remembers»we are interested
ih these excursions and would lilke to hear of them. Send
information to Mrs. Zane Hilman, Rt. 1, Sheridan, Wyo. The
Smoke Signal 1s your papoer so let us hear from you and the very
best of luck to you during your summer outings.

CASA GRANDE MONUMENMENT

The Casa Grande, which ig located two miles north of
Coolidge, Ariz., is the name of the ruin of a four-story
watchtower~-apartment house of which it is the most dominating
feature of the group of pueblos which surround it. Casa Grande
is 40 feet wide, 60 feet long, forty feet high and it contains
11 rooms in all with the outside walls made of a%obe containing
calich which are 4 feet thick at the bottomard 18 inches at
the top. The Pima Indians who Inhabited the place when the
Spanlish came attributed the bulilding of the pueblos to the
Hobokam #the ancient ones) who farmed in the Gila Valley. It
was buillt in the 1l4th century.

Investigations conducted by J.W.Fewkes of the Smithsonian
Institution in 1392, 1906 and 1908, and later studies show
that the builders created guite a complex culture. However,
they were lorced to leave when thelr lrrigation soured the land
and also flooded them out.

Thatts it for this tim .

June 1958



