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Commander’s Corner H H H
Dr. Ron Stried

H

My wife Jan and I have been reassigned. We are moving to Katy,
Texas, in June, to be closer to our family.
We’ve lived in Austin since 1971, and
we are both in good health, but we have
decided to take advantage of the hot
real estate market and leave Austin.

Veteran programs, which Post 326 deemed worthy of
support. I appreciate your friendship and camaraderie,
as it made my job much easier. I will not name individuals that have stepped up to work time and again, but you
know who you are. Vice Commander Stan Lipinski will
assume the duties of the Commander for the remainder
of my term.

I want to thank all members of Post 326 Onion Creek
for allowing us to be a part of a fantastic group of caring Veterans. You deserve a big “thanks” for your hard
work and enthusiasm whenever called upon to support

I “Salute” each member of the Post for your service to this
great country and your willingness to be a member of
Post 326 Onion Creek. H

Save Post 326!

I t ’s u p t o y o u .

Bob Pillmore
It was two years ago that the Executive Committee (EC) was tasked with producing a new slate
of officers, when a discussion was opened about the future of Post 326. At that time, the EC first discussed the
option of closing the Post and what would become of the $100,000 in the various accounts. The EC felt that our
Post would want some say in how that money was dispersed. With the help of Past Commander Clyde Walls and
At-Large member Bill Welch, a slate of officers was formed with the understanding that if participation were not
increased, the EC would develop a plan for closure of the Post.
Two years later, we find ourselves in the same situation again. It is now up to our Post membership to step up and save the Post, or our only other option is to close our Post. Yes, the pandemic shut us down
in April 2019. The Executive Committee soldiered on, continuing to support our Veteran programs. Despite the
pandemic, we held the July 4th parade with a few members, in addition to the EC participating. When it came
time to elect officers for the 2020-2021 year, one additional member, Bill Baran, stepped up to serve as Service
Officer, replacing Bob Jordan who had stepped down. Per our bylaws, we held an in-person meeting at the Onion
Creek Club to elect our officers. It was attended by seven members. Earlier this year we tried to re-open General
Membership meetings online with guest speakers. The first, held in February, was attended by 13 members and
spouses. The second attempt in April was attended by 17 members and spouses.
continued on page 2
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Save Post 326,

continued from page 1

The EC is again seeking members to fill the Executive Committee.
Here is our starting point:
• Commander: Ron Stried is leaving town and must relinquish his position.
Stan Lipinski will fill his open slot.
• First Vice Commander: Open
• Second Vice Commander: Open
• Adjutant: Bob Pillmore would like to step down but would be willing
to remain on if the decision is to close the Post. He will help transition a new Adjutant.
• Finance Officer: Tom Harder wishes to step down but will continue on if no one steps up to replace him.
• Sergeant-At-Arms: Mike Jackson is willing to continue in this position or another role.
• Service Officer: Bill Baran will continue in this role.
• Chaplain: Emmett Thomason has agreed to continue as Chaplain.
• Historian: Open
• At-Large Officer: Bill Welch
• At-Large Officer: Larry Hohl will step down from 2nd Vice Commander.
• Open Chairmanships: Membership, Webmaster, Boys/Girls State, Fundraising, & High School Scholarships

Post 326 Adjutant’s Report
MEMBERSHIP

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

I am sad to report that Post 326 lost a longtime member and my neighbor, Joe Marquez,
who passed away in April. Joe finally lost a
battle with cancer at age 93. You may remember Joe from his participation in the annual
golf tournament. He was out on the course as
a ball spotter. He is survived by his wife
Kathy, who lives in Village on the Park Onion
Creek with a number of other senior Post members.
Our membership drive for 2021 has come to a close, and
our current 2021 membership is 117. Compare this to last
year when we were at 128 members. We are far from our goal
set by the Department of Texas at 149. Hopefully, when we
get to a more “normal” level of participation, we will be able
to encourage more participation in our Post.
The 2021-2022 membership drive begins in July.
Renewals are for the 2022 calendar year. You can renew your
membership on the Post’s website Membership page using
your credit card or PayPal account, on your MYLegion
account, or you can send a check for $46 to the Post mailing
address: PO Box 314, Manchaca, TX 78652.

2

by Bob Pillmore, Adjutant, Webmaster

During the recent meeting of the Executive Committee, the
big topic was the future of the Post. With Ron Stried’s resignation, thoughts went to what a new Executive Committee
would look like. There was a dead silence when the topic
of a new Commander was raised. We all agreed that the
Commander needed to come from the current or past EC just
to have the background to perform the job. Stan Lipinski as
First Vice Commander will assume the Commander position
at least until an election can be held. The key to Stan’s continuation as Commander is how he can fill the open positions
on the committee. Tom Harder has agreed to continue as Finance Officer if no one else steps up. As Adjutant, I am reluctant to continue unless I sense that the Post shows that
there is potential for increased participation in the management of the Post. Right now, both the first and second Vice
Commander positions are open. These positions are important as an indicator of the willingness of Post members to
support the administration of the Post.
The response from members that we see in the next month
will determine the future of the Post. As members of Post 326,
the future is up to you. I look forward to a positive response.

FMI: bob.pillmore@reagan.com or 512-921-5952
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Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps Awards
American Legion Post 326 continues to provide certificates and medals to deserving students
from Bowie, Lehman, and Hays high schools who are members of the Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps (JROTC). Post member Carl Becker generously provides the certificates and medals for the presentations.
Normally, the high schools have live award ceremonies, but because of the Covid-19 pandemic this year, the
ceremonies were different.
Bowie High School: Lt Col, USAF (Ret) Anthony A. Gussman Senior Aerospace
Science Instructor.
Cadet Lt Col Lianna Tidwell received the prestigious American Legion Military
Excellence award. She and two other cadets were the only ones attending in-person
during the presentation ceremony. The rest of the cadets attended virtually—such is
the life during the pandemic.
Cadet Tidwell has demonstrated outstanding leadership and commitment during
her three years in AFJROTC. She has been a member of the Marks-manship team
and was the top female shooter. Last year, she was a Flight Commander and this
year a Deputy Group Commander. And in light of her outstanding performance and
leadership, she has been selected to be Corps Commander next fall. She also has an
excellent academic record and is in the top 25% of her junior class.

......................
Lehman High School: LCDR, USN (Ret) John K Berry, Senior Naval Science
Instructor. Post Commander Ronald Stried presented the awards to the Lehman High
School students at the awards ceremony on April 29, 2021.
• Cadet Petty Officer 2nd Class Yliana Barron received the Military
Excellence award.
• Cadet ENS Conner McHale received the Scholastic Excellence Medal.

......................
Jack C. Hays High School: Lt Col, USMC (Ret) Donald K. Wimp,
Senior Marine Instructor. Hays High School provided a virtual award
ceremony. The school did not have an in-person presentation.
• Sydney Zapalac received the Military Excellence award.
• Jay Bera received the Scholastic Excellence award.

a student as long as you still have something
“Beto learn,
and this will mean all your life.
”
—Henry L. Doherty

Top–bottom: Dr. Stried presenting
award to Cadet Petty Officer 2nd
Class Yliana Barron; Dr. Stried presenting to Cadet ENS Conner McHale
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Retiring Your U.S. Flag with Dignity
Content provided by Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Jackson

The United States Flag Code, Title 4, Section 8k states, “The flag,
when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem
of display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.”
Flag Retirement is the term used to define the proper, dignified way of destroying
U.S. flags that are no longer fit to serve the nation.
How do you know your flag
should be retired? Sometimes your
flag will only need to be cleaned to
restore its original appearance. Regular
cleaning of your flag can extend its life
considerably. Flags can be machinewashed with a mild detergent in cold
water and should be hung to dry or laid
flat. Do not fold the flag if it is damp.
If it is possible, mend a tattered flag
at early signs of wear. The edge furthest
from the staff, known as the "fly" end is
usually the first part of the flag to show
wear. The fly end may start to unravel
due to weather conditions.
It is really up to you to decide when
your flag is ready to be retired. If the
flag is unable to be repaired or is too
tattered then the flag should be retired.

dignified event. There is no one official
ceremony required or recommended.
What are your options if your
municipality prohibits open fires
and/or the burning of flags? If
you live in such a community, you will
need to find an organization that provides flag retirement services. Contact
your local chapter, Post, or unit of such
a community organization.
An alternate option is to separate
the blue star field from the stripes and
then to separate the stripes from each
other. Once completed, the material is
no longer a flag and the pieces may be
respectfully interred as part of the ceremony.

Is it permissible to cut up the
American flag? Yes, some organizaHow to destroy an old, worn,
Top – Bottom: Example of official flag
tions
even recommend cutting the flags
frayed and/or faded U.S. Flags retirement; Post 326 members retiring flags
into smaller pieces before placing them
in a dignified way: The preferred at one of their annual ceremonies
in the incinerator/fire. When doing this
and most dignified way to destroy old,
please
keep
the
union
of blue intact. Doing so symbolizes
worn, frayed, and/or faded U.S. flags is by burning them.
that the unity of our union should never be broken.
Isn't burning the flag an act of desecration and a
Recommended Precautions:
sign of rebellion? No, throughout history, burning or creWhen burning flags made of synthetic fibers, be aware that
mation has long been considered a dignified way of paying
they may burn quickly and emit noxious gases into the air.
respect to the deceased and to objects worthy of veneration.
Handle such flags with care. It is important the fire be sizable,
Burning has been applied to flag retirement to offer the most
preferably having burnt down to a bed of red hot coals to
reverent method of final tribute.
avoid bits of the flag being carried off by a roaring fire, yet
Who is authorized to retire a U.S. Flag? Anyone. The be of sufficient intensity to ensure complete burning of the
Flag code does not authorize any particular organization flag. Make sure that the fire is safely extinguished before
with the duty of retiring unfit flags. Any one person or group leaving the location. H
can do it. However, flags should be retired in private at a
non-public location and the ceremony should be a solemn,
Post 326 maintains a box in the lobby of the Onion Creek Club for you to deposit your unserviceable U.S. flags.

The Post will properly retire flags on Flag Day, June 14, at 10:00

4

AM

• Manchaca Fire Station, 665 FM 1626
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Finance Report

by Tom Harder, Finance Officer

Post financial position as of May 1:
• Operating Account contains a total of $13,861.29 after receiving $11,600 via our Operation
Jumpstart ‘21 fundraiser, $2,298 from Membership Dues, $685 from General Meetings &
Seed Monies, and $201 from C.D. Dividends/Bank Interest.
• Expenditures during the March and April period included $803.50 for generation/mailing of
two 6-page Legionnaire Newsletters and $93 for National Headquarters Membership Dues.

• Scholarship Account contains $5,405 after providing a total of $17,000 in grants to 11 Veteran
students and a total of $1,500 to two JROTC students in order for them to attend colleges or universities of their choice. Veterans April Niles and Tonia Smith have not yet cashed their $1,000 checks. For the
2020-2021 fiscal year, Post 326 has donated a total of $18,500 for thirteen worthy students.
• Operations Savings Account has $64,717.21 after the transfer of $7,000 to the Scholarship Account.

• Investment Fund has a single 0.15% C.D. currently valued at $20,182.91, generating about $8/month.
• Post 326 now has a Total Value of $104,161.

Bob Pillmore submitted an updated Bonding/Financial Security proposal for five of our Post Officers. I will follow
up with the insurance company that provided this proposal. And, I expect this expense will be less than $300 for
three years of coverage.” H
Tom

Post Member Carl Becker

Long-time Post 326 member Carl Becker has worked behind the scenes,
providing the certificates and medals for the JROTC — A valuable endeavor
and just one of the volunteer efforts which make this Post special.
American Legion Post 326 presents
medals for Scholastic Excellence and Military Excellence to deserving individuals
from the Junior Reserve Officers Training Corp at the four high schools supported by the Post (Lehman, Hays,
Aikens, and Bowie). Carl is responsible
for acquiring these awards and printing
the certificates. He started this program
in 1997, working with Hays High
School.
Carl has lived in Austin for 32 years
and has been a Post member for 29

years. During that time he has served
as Adjutant for four years, Service
Officer, and At-Large board member.
He spent four years in the Army as a
Vulcan Air Defense gun mechanic from
1978-1982. In 1979 he was sent to
Schwabach, Germany, for two years
and then returned to Fort Bliss. He entered the Vulcan school at Fort Bliss
and was an instructor for the remainder
of his Army career. After leaving the
Army, he went to Devry in Phoenix for
three years and worked at Vandenberg

AFB as a Design Engineer. He later
moved to Austin in 1989 to work for
Applied Materials as a Customer Service Engineer. He retired in 2015 from
the semiconductor industry.
Post 326 appreciates Carl Becker for
providing this valuable service. We
thank him for his time and valuable
contribution for so many years. Next
time you see Carl, tell him “Thanks.”
HHH

And Don’t Forget:
Every Thursday through July, all online orders at CraigO's Pizza Onion Creek, using promo code AL326
will be credited to our Post, and we will receive 10% of all sales. To order: Go to CraigO’s website at
www.craigositalian.com/ and place your order using Promo Code AL326. Local delivery is available.
~ Enjoy the food and support the Post. ~
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OPERATION JUMPSTART ‘21
As of May 6, we’ve raised $11,600. Without a golf tournament
or other fund-raising activity, we are dependent on donations
from our membership and the community.

We wish to thank and acknowledge
those who have donated to date:
PLATINUM
H H-E-B Operation Appreciation
H Virgil & LaFern Swift
H Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Stried
H Robert Snook
GOLD
H Bob & Mary Jane Caudill
H Bruce & Barbara Brigham
H Howdy Honda
H Kurt & Gloria Rech

$2,000.00
$1,500.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$500.00
$500.00
$500.00
$500.00
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$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00

BRONZE
H Rusty & Christy Wallace
H Eliza Walls

$50.00
$50.00

H Vicki Johnston

$50.00

H John A. Sires

H Frank Fugate & Joan Coyle

SILVER

H Mr. & Mrs. Jim Corcoran
H Stan Lipinski
H Mr. & Mrs. Rowland Greenwade
H Jack W. Meyer
H Janet Carrick
H JoAnn Nettles
H Jerry E. Patterson
H Bob & Kathy Pillmore
H Insurance Auto Auctions
H Floyd J. Clark
H Bill & Sara Baran
H Cathy B. Miller
H Jessica L. Killgore
H Mr. & Mrs. Larry Hohl
H William R. Van Meter
H OCC Ladies Association
H Thomas M. Braniff
H Dean Goodnight
H Mr. & Mrs. Tony Nuccio
H Mike & Tammy Jackson
H Mary Cook & William Gough
H Tom Harder
H Susan Blanche

SILVER, continued
H Diane Gordon
H Jim Sammons
H OCC Ladies Association
H Don & Michele Wyatt

$300.00
$250.00
$250.00
$200.00
$200.00
$200.00
$200.00
$200.00
$200.00
$150.00
$120.00
$120.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00

H Bradley A. Nye

$50.00
$50.00
$35.00

H Ethyl C. Rye

$25.00
TOTAL

11,600.00

OPERATION JUMPSTART
2021

$35,000
$31,500

$28,000

$24,500

$21,000

$17,500

$14,000

$11,600

$10,500

$7,000

$3,500
$0.00

May 6, 2021
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American Legion Post 326
P.O. Box 314
Manchaca, TX 78652-0314
www.alegiononioncreek.org

Postage

Published by Cathy Miller

There will be no General Membership
meeting this June.
A special meeting will be held by the Executive
Committee in place of the General Membership
meeting to review and discuss the responses from
the committee and membership about participating on the board. The outcome of this meeting will
determine the slate of candidates for our next election and also determine the fate of Onion Creek
American Legion Post 326. All members are invited
to attend.
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FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY
Post 326 will properly retire worn
and damaged U.S. flags on Flag Day

June 14 • 10:00 AM
Manchaca Fire Station • 665 FM-1626

CURRENT OFFICERS

AT-LARGE MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Commander – Dr. Ronald O. “Ron” Stried
(512 )

496-6745 • rstried@aol.com

First Vice Commander – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com

Current Officers Plus:
At-Large – Charles R. “Bob” Caudill
(512 )

At-Large – William O. “Bill” Welch
(512 )

810-9179 • billwelch@sbcglobal.net

Second Vice Commander – Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl
(512)

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@reagan.com

Finance Officer – Thomas L. “Tom” Harder
(512 ) 656-7410 • hardertom999@gmail.com

Sergeant-at-Arms – Michael R. “Mike” Jackson
(512 )

282-2712 • mjackson1000@yahoo.com

Service Officer – William B. “Bill” Baran
(512 )

( 469)

At-Large – OPEN

523-8532 • larryhohl@austin.rr.com

Adjutant – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

295-4741 • billb397@gmail.com

282-6807 • mjctexas@aol.com

Membership Chair, Webmaster – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512 )

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@reagan.com

High School Scholarships – William B. “Bill” Baran
(512 )

295-4741 • billb397@gmail.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Fundraising, Boys/Girls State – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com

HHH

Chaplain – Emmett L. Thomason
438-7426 • emmett_thomason@hotmail.com
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