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GAM News
Legislative Advocacy and
Professional Development!

This spring promises to be an exciting time
for gifted students and educators in the
state of Missouri!  We continue to work with
the state legislature to shape the future of
gifted education in our school systems and
need your support through the season when
it comes to contacting representatives and
senators.  Additionally, GAM Day at the
Capitol is quickly approaching and will
provide an opportunity to show your
students governance firsthand on February
26th.  On an individual level, GAM districts
have put together a marvelous series of
professional development opportunities for
the spring, with even more to come.  Enjoy!
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Upcoming Events
  February 10         Speaker Series - Ms. Christine Nobbe in LIndbergh, MO
 
  February 14         Student Legislative Letter Contest Deadline
 
  February 26         GAM Day at the Capitol
 

      March 7                Mini-Conference in St. Louis, MO
 
      March 30              Gifted Mini-Conference in Joplin, MO
 

  April 4                  Gifted Pathways Institute Workshop at                  
                           Northland Innovation Center
 

  May 1                    Vicky Bennett Scholarship Nominations Due
 
  July 27-28            New Teacher Workshop

 
 



Letter from the President

Ms. Peggy Pennington
 
 
Welcome, GAMbit readers, to a new year, a new decade, and a
renewed determination to support gifted students in the state
of Missouri! The upcoming year is setting up to be an exciting
one as The Gifted Association of Missouri has many events in
the works for the upcoming year.   
 
GAM Day at the Capitol - February 26, 2020
 
First up at the end of February is GAM Day at the Capitol.  This
special event is an opportunity to teach students about how to
have a role in the legislative process.  When I first started
working with the Gifted Association of Missouri, I was nervous
about contacting my legislator and being involved in the
legislative process.  I thought, “They don’t want to hear from
me. Will what I say even make a difference?”  Yes. It does.
What I share with my legislator does make a difference.  I have
the confidence that my legislator knows and understands my
point of view.  If you are bringing students to the day, take the
time to contact your legislator in advance and set up an
appointment to meet with him or her.  We are also adding a
registration form to our website for groups/schools that are
attending so that we can recognize the schools that are
attending.
 
Student Letter to a Legislator Contest
 
GAM will also have a student contest in conjunction with the
day.  Last year’s Letter to a Legislator Contest was so
successful that we are doing it again. 



Winners will be recognized during the GAM Day at the Capitol
event. Check out the GAM website to find more details. The
deadline to enter student letters is February 15.  We hope to
see an inbox full of letters!
 
Legislative Updates 
 
GAM also has legislative issues that are on our priority list. The
first is House bill 1317 sponsored by Representative Chrissy
Sommer (R-St. Charles) and Senate Bill 645 sponsored by
Senator Denny Hoskins (R-Warrensburg) which have been
filed. This legislation would require that every school in
Missouri provide state approved gifted education programs for
students identified as “gifted” under section 162.675 and that all
program services are provided by teachers with a valid
certification in gifted education.
 
A second important legislative issue is to support funding for
the Missouri Scholars Academy and the Missouri Fine Arts
Academy for the fiscal year 2021.  The Scholars Academy is a
three-week residential program at MU for 330 high school
juniors who are academically gifted and The Fine Arts
Academy is a three-week residential program at MSU for 150
rising high school juniors and seniors who are gifted in the arts.
Please use your voice to help us support both important
causes.
 
New Teacher Workshop
 
Another important event that we have coming up in 2020
will be our New Teacher Workshop which will be held at the
SAGE Northland Innovation Center in Gladstone which is part
of the North Kansas City School district.  It will be held on July
27-28. The workshop is intended for teachers in before or



after their first year of teaching gifted, but anyone is invited to
register and attend. The workshop focuses on issues from
identification to certification to curriculum.  It is a great way
for teachers that are new to gifted to start to build a network
of resources.  Registration will be available soon via our
website.
 
Vicky Bennett Outstanding Student Award
 
Also don’t forget that May 1st is the deadline for the Vicky
Bennett Outstanding Student award.  The award recognizes
with a $250 scholarship a gifted student in grades 3-8 who has
distinguished himself/herself in academic study, leadership,
and/or the field of art/performance.  You can find more
information on the nomination process on the website under
the Events tab.  
 
Check out www.mogam.org for more information on the
events above and to keep up to date with GAM’s happenings.











Legislative Update

Ms. Kyna Iman
 
GIFTED ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI
2020 State Advocacy Agenda
 
The Gifted Association of Missouri requests your
advocacy on the following issues:
 
FUNDING FOR GIFTED EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Support legislation that requires every school in Missouri
provide state approved gifted education programs
for students identified as “gifted” under section 162.675
and that all program services are provided by teachers
with a valid certification in gifted education.
 
MO SCHOLARS ACADEMY & MO FINE ARTS ACADEMY
Support state funding for the Missouri Scholars Academy
and Missouri Fine Arts Academy for June,
2021. The Scholars Academy is a three-week residential
program at MU for 330 high school juniors who are
academically gifted; The Fine Arts Academy is a three-
week residential program at MSU for 150 rising high
school juniors and seniors who are gifted in the arts.
 
MISSOURI SCHOOL FOUNDATION FORMULA FUNDING
Support increased funding for the Missouri School
Foundation Formula. Support $3.9 billion appropriation in
House Bill 2 for the Department of Elementary &
Secondary Education.
 
 



OTHER GIFTED FACTS & FIGURES
$24,870,104 was appropriated for gifted education in
FY2006. There were 295 school districts with state
approved gifted programs. In FY2007, this amount was
rolled into the new foundation formula. Without this line
item providing earmarked funding for state approved
gifted programs, those funds can be spent on other
programs, and there are now only 215 school
districts offering state approved gifted programs.
 
GAM DAY AT THE CAPITOL IS WEDNESDAY, FEB. 26, AT
11:00 AM
You can find your legislators by visiting the Missouri
Senate website Legislative Look-Up:
www.senate.mo.gov/llookup/leg_lookup.aspx
It will give you contact information and a webpage on
your Legislators. If you have questions, please contact
GAM’s Governmental Consultant, Kyna Iman, at
kynaiman@earthlink.net
 











GAM Day at the Capitol

Instructions for Students and Visitors
 
9:45 - Gather on the 4th floor to enter the Chambers to be
recognized
 
10:00 - House and Senate Chambers - Introduction of
students in House and Senate Gallery across from rooms
414 and 416
 
10:15 - Return to Rotunda
 
11:00 - 11:45 - Presentation of GAM contest awards and
legislative briefing
 
12:00 - 2:00 - Visit with State Representative and State
Senator (Please call your representative and senator
beforehand to make an appointment.  You can even invite
them to eat lunch with you!
 
Additional Notes:
 
Security - Please plan for at least 30 minutes for security
screenings and bag searches.
 
Buses - Typically drop students off at the west end of the
Capitol.  Currently the only security entrance open is on the
south side.
 
Bills to Discuss:  House Bill 1317 sponsored by Rep. Chrissy
Sommer (R-St. Charles) and Senate Bill 645 sponsored by
Senator Denny Hoskins (R-Warrensburg).







Current Gifted Education Bills
Under Consideration

 
House & Senate 

Versions Included

 

Look up your representative and senator at
https://www.mo.gov/government/elected-officials/

















Vicky Bennett
Distinguished

Student Award
 

Nomination Deadline: May 1

The Vicky Bennett Distinguished Student Award is awarded to one
student each year from Missouri. Recipients are given a $250.00
scholarship along with a Certificate of Excellence by the Gifted

Association of Missouri (GAM). Students selected for the award are
between grades 3 and 6 and have distinguished themselves

in academic achievement, leadership, and/or the arts. 
 

Applications must be postmarked by May 1 to:  
 

Gifted Association of Missouri 
Executive Secretary - Vicky Bennett Award 

P.O. Box 3252  
Springfield, MO 

65808





A Most Welcome Change

Ms. Jerra Gillespie
 
I watched as the students thought out loud, buzzing with ideas,
discussing possible solutions for building a ship with only the
given materials. All my time teaching in Florida this is what I
envisioned a gifted program should look like.   During my
teaching career in Florida I taught many different subjects and
grade levels; for 10 years I was the gifted coordinator for the
middle school where I taught. This was a frustrating position
because teachers and administrators were uneducated about
gifted students, and honestly, not really interested in learning
how to best meet their needs.  There were no true gifted
programs; in fact it was more of a “keep us legal” mentality
and the students were placed in classes based on their
standardized test scores with no enrichment opportunities.  As
a result, many gifted students were misunderstood and
teachers actually said to me, “Are you sure they are gifted?  I
see no signs they are smart”.  I provided research based data,
articles on gifted education, and designed a gifted program,
all of which fell on deaf ears.  
     When I was offered a job at Phelps Center for Gifted
Education in Springfield Missouri,  I didn’t know what to expect. 
The difference between my Florida experience and my
Missouri experience is astonishing, to be frank.  Springfield
Public School System offers a variety of programs throughout
the district that are a benefit to gifted students. Phelps
specifically offers gifted students everything we know they
need to be successful.  Affective education, thinking skills, and
a choice of what they get to learn. The teachers are well-
trained to support the needs of gifted students, not only
academically, but emotionally as well.  The teachers are
passionate and work to understand the varying needs of 



 
each student.  One thing I have learned over the past twenty
years is teacher passion makes all the difference.  As an
outsider observing the interactions between the teachers and
students, the students excitement over using thinking skills to
complete a building challenge, seeing the growth in their
ability to work cooperatively and finding ways to manage their
emotional needs, has renewed my faith that we can truly
provide educational programs, within the public school system,
that meet the needs of our gifted population.  I applaud
Springfield Schools, and the state of Missouri for striving to
meet the needs of all students, and understanding the
uniqueness of gifted education.
 
Jerra Gillepie
NBTC, ‘08
M.Ed, ‘11
Gfited Education



GAM District Reports
District 1 - Planing to hold a mini-conference in August.

 
District 2 - Dr. Richard Courtright will be providing a workshop this spring.

 
District 3 - Holding the "Gifted Pathways Institute Workshop" on April 4th at the
Northland Innovation Center.  Speakers, parent sessions, student sessions, and
vendor exhibitions will all be provided.  

 
District 4 - No report at this time.
 
District 5 - Will be partnering with District 3 to hold the Gifted Pathways
Institute Workshop.
 
District 6 - Developing a Facebook page and planning a guest speaker.

 
District 7 - Working with District 6 to plan a combined conference on March
30th in Joplin, MO.

 
District 8 - Hosting a mini-conference in Lindbergh on March 7th with several
presenters for teachers and parents.  Also developing a speaker series for
throughout the year.
 
District 9 - Reaching out to gifted program educators and trying to make
connections and collect feedback.
 
Contact your District Directors to get involved!  Their emails can be found
at: http://www.mogam.org/gam-board-members.html

 
 



Submit an Article
 for the next GAMbit!

We would love to hear from you!
 

Please submit all articles and
advertisements to

pagnani@ucmo.edu 
by April 15, 2020  

 
See you in the Spring!


