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Volume 3, Issue 2
NEWSLETTER
To the Members of the
Nevada Federation of
Republican Women:
At our Spring Board of
Director’s Meeting in
April, the NvFRW voted
to partner with the Arizona Federation of Republican Women
(AzFRW) in the planning and operation of
the 2015 National Federation of Republican Women’s Biennial Convention in
Phoenix. It was voted that we would
assist both financially and with volunteers. After our April meeting, I asked
Lynne Hartung to chair the special committee for the 2015 convention. She has
graciously accepted and several members have volunteered to help as committee members.

preorders with nothing more than a crude
drawing. Once we know what the New
Mexico Federation plans are, I will be
sending the graphic drawing I made to a
jewelry designer for a proof. The design
should be ready for our Fall Board
Meeting on November 9-10. I want to
leave it a surprise until then.

Months ago I was invited by Douglas
County Republican Women Membership
Chairman Michelle Stevens to speak at
their Membership Tea at the Governor’s
Mansion on July 18th. I felt honored to
have been asked and immediately
accepted. I’m so glad I did. It was a
beautiful tea with about 70 members and
guests in attendance. Members donated
their china so that each table was decorated with its own unique color scheme.
Members even made the delicious finger
AzFRW President Mary Williams
sandwiches that were served. I got a
invited Lynne and me to attend their
chance to speak with several guests and
summer board meeting on June 15-16 in they were so happy with the tea that they
Prescott. We attended on behalf of the
were planning to join the club. The meetNvFRW and were treated very well by the ing was so much fun and I am happy I
Arizona ladies. They were excited to have was asked to join them.
our assistance with the convention planWhen I accepted the speaking
ning process. On August 10-11 we will be
engagement on July 18th, I decided that it
attending the New Mexico Federation of
might be fun to take that week and do
Republican Women’s (NMFRW) Board
some sight-seeing around the state. It
Meeting in Albuquerque. We will be meethelped a lot that the Nevada State
ing with Mary Williams and Margo
Republican Central Committee (NSRCC)
Treece, AzFRW Convention Co-Chair,
Meeting was being held in Elko on July
as well as NMFRW President Elaine
21st. Linda Bronstein, NvFRW Bylaws
Miller. The purpose of the visit is to gain
Chair, was able to travel with me and we
the support of the NMFRW Board of
left Boulder City the morning of July 16th.
Directors to partner with the AzFRW and
We drove to Tonopah and spent the night
NvFRW in planning the 2015 NFRW
at the Mizpah Hotel. The Mizpah origiConvention.
nally opened in 1907. It has been
While Lynne and I were in Prescott,
completely remodeled with 47 rooms
we developed an idea for a fundraiser
ready for the weary traveler. I highly
that all three state federations could use recommend stopping to eat in the hotel’s
to raise money for the 2015 Phoenix
restaurant. If you’re there at dinner time,
Convention. The Arizona ladies were so
do yourself a favor and try the Chicken
excited that we already have several
Continued on page - 2 -
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Continued
Cutlets. You won’t be disappointed.
The next day we drove to Fernley by way of Tonopah
to Manhattan to Austin. That evening, we attended the
meeting of Fernley Republican Women, which was very
informative. They invited both of their Republican Justice
of the Peace candidates to answer questions from
the members. Anita Trone invited Linda and me to see
their new campaign headquarters. It was a fun evening
and I thank all the ladies in Fernley for their hospitality.
On the 19th, Linda and I spent the day shopping and
sight-seeing in Virginia City with Janet Freixas, NvFRW
Americanism Chair, and Michelle Stevens. It was so nice
spending the day with friends doing something fun. On
Friday the 20th, Linda and I convoyed to Elko with Janet,
Michelle and Brenda Robertson, NvFRW Boutique and
P.E.M. Chair. We stopped at the Martin House in Winnemucca for lunch on our way to Elko. It was a good drive.
The NSRCC meeting was scheduled the same day as
the Days of Liberty Picnic in Elko. The meeting recessed
to let everyone enjoy the festivities. I’d like to thank Elko
County Central Committee (ECCC) Chairman Marla
Criss and the rest of their Executive Board for their
hospitality. The food and the company were exceptional.
It was a nice way to break up the day. ECCC Chairman
Criss even invited me to address the participants to ask
their assistance with restarting an Elko Republican
women’s club. I have the name of a lady who is

interested in helping, but she won’t have time until after
the first of the year. At least it’s a start.
I did have some women speak to me about the possibilities of clubs in Storey County and Lovelock. I gave
them my business card and I hope they’ll contact me. I’m
also trying to gauge the interest in starting a club in
Tonopah. I’ll keep you updated on the progress.
I look forward to seeing all of you at our Fall Board
Meeting on November 9-10 at the Atlantis in Reno.

Maraya Evans

Left to Right:
Lynne Hartung, NvFRW 2015 Conv. Chair
Mary Williams, AzFRW President
Maraya Evans, NvFRW President
Margo Treece, AzFRW 2015 Conv. Co-Chair

“Put America on the Right Track, Vote Republican!” was the theme of the BCRW float entry in the July 4th
Boulder City Damboree Parade.
Ellie the Elephant, our club mascot, was conductor of the train with Vicki
Keller and Sue Mazzola in the cab. Riding the float and representing American
icons were Jay Richey as Lincoln, Jason McGuinness as Uncle Sam, Kirstie
McGuinness as Lady Liberty, Russ Wheeler, U.S. Marine Corps, Maraya Evans,
U.S. Army First Cavalry Division, and Beverly Mazza as Betsy Ross. Lori Piotrowski
and Kathy McGeHee-Hansen carried the BCRW banner in front of the float.

Members of Senator Dean Heller’s campaign and BCRW members
Ellen Koczka, Sara Weber, Joyce O’Brien and Linda Bronstein
accompanied Ellie and handed out American flags for parade watchers
to wave all day long, as a symbol of our “Land of the Free and Home
of the Brave”! UNLV College Republicans and members of Southern
Hills Republican Women joined in the fun, walking in the parade with
Congressman Joe Heck. Congressman Heck, State Senator Hardy, BCRW
members and campaign supporters staffed a booth in the park for
Damboree visitors to meet our Republican candidates.
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As we approach the half way mark in 2012, what a
busy first six months it has been. We just held our
“Freedom Fest” barbecue in July with great attendance,
great food and music at Glen Eagles Restaurant. We
honored our own Helen Weimer who managed the
Governor's Mansion for so many years. She and her
wonderful husband Stan are leaving NV for California
due to health reasons. We also had a presence at both
the Carson Rendezvous and Open House at the Carson
Airport in June in addition to our normal meetings.

With Carolee Berglan as our Caring for America chair,
we have been involved with Advocates to End Domestic
Violence providing the necessary items they require and
with CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) providing suitcases, fleece throws and stuffed animals for the
children. In addition to these worthwhile causes, we
have also donated to the Community Pregnancy Center
and to the Wounded Warrior Project through donations
from our members. Our members are generous and
amazing!

Our members have spent many hours volunteering at
Republican headquarters, walking precincts, registering
voters and making many, many phone calls. We are also
involved with Team Nevada, helping out in both Carson
and Lyon counties. This election is crucial - as we all
know.

Under the auspices of Alicia Eidel and her literacy
committee, we will again be working with a number of five
year old ‘at risk’ children who will attend a weekly reading
session along with a parent. To watch how quickly they
adapt and pick up the English language is a sight to
behold. Thanks be to these dedicated women!

August 4th is our President's birthday. To celebrate
this occasion, we thought it fitting to hold a “Barack
Obama Retirement Party” on this special day at the
Weaver Hanger at the Carson Airport. It is open to the
public with music and a live feed from 99.1FM Talk radio.
Our sponsors, Weaver Hanger, Western Representative
PAC and 99.1FM Talk, are excited about this “no charge”
event to be held from 8:00-10:00am. Please join our
local politicians and candidates and help us celebrate.

We've also published our first cookbook, “CCRW
Presents Recipes to Remember 2012” and they are
available for sale at $14 each.
Our plates are full but we never lose sight of the goals
we have set. We could not do it without our wonderful
members. I am grateful to be associated with this organization and I appreciate all they have done to make
CCRW the outstanding club that it is.

BBQ at Glen Eagles
Restaurant Honoring Helen Weimer.
Pictured are Janice
Baldwin Past President, Helen Weimer,
Mary Burgoon, Past
President, and Sandy
Markoe, President

In September, we will have the honor to have Earl
Taylor from the National Center for Constitutional Studies
as our speaker. October 27th is Nevada Day. We again
will participate in the parade along with Central
Committee and host our Pancake Breakfast at the
Governor's Mansion prior to the parade. This event
funds our two scholarships for the following year for two
deserving seniors from Carson and Dayton schools.

Upcoming NvFRW and Nevada Republican Party events:
November 9 & 10, 2012 - NvFRW Fall Board of Director’s Meeting
Atlantis Hotel & Casino, Reno
November 17, 2012 (tentative) - Fall Nevada State Republican Central Committee Meeting
Pahrump

I predict future happiness for Americans if they can
prevent the government from wasting the labors of the
people under the pretense of taking care of them.
Thomas Jefferson

V O LUME 3 , I SSUE 2

For those of you who missed the Conservative Leadership Conference in June, I have to say that it was just
what the doctor ordered for me. I left feeling optimistic
about the November 2012 Election, and our chances to
win. As Vince Lombardi liked to say, “There is no substitute for victory!” To this end, we must each assess our
own calendars and abilities, and then volunteer to the
max! It is going to take a synergistic approach – all of us
working together – to cross Nevada’s RED finish line!
Perhaps the one speaker that energized me most was
former Libertarian Vice Presidential Candidate and sports
odds-maker Wayne Allan Root. Mr. Root said, “Forget
the polls. My gut instincts as a Vegas odds maker and
common sense small businessman tell me this will be a
historic landslide and a world-class repudiation of
Obama’s radical and risky socialist agenda. It’s ReaganCarter all over again.”
Mr. Root backs up this conclusion predicting Obama
voter erosion in these demographics: 1) Jewish voters
will likely drop from 78% to the low 60s due to Obama’s
weak support of Israel. 2) Obama’s endorsement of gay
marriage has alienated many religious Blacks and may
result in a decline from 96% to 88%. 3) The nation’s
youth turned out in large numbers in ’08; however, now
many have graduated from college and cannot find jobs.
Others are disillusioned, frightened and broke resulting in
a much lower voter turnout. 4) Obama won Catholics by
a majority. Now the Catholic Church is suing. The majority is lost. 5) Small Business owners… I am a small businessman myself; I know literally thousands of small business owners. 40% of them voted for Obama. None will
this year – not a one. 6) Suburban Moms are worried
about putting food on the table and fear for their children
– not contraceptives. 7) McCain won Veterans by 10
points. Romney will by 24. 8) Blue collar white voters:
White working class voters are about as happy with
Obama as Boston Red Sox fans feel about the New York
Yankees. 9) If Romney picks up Rubio as VP running
mate, the GOP may pick up an extra 10% to 15% Hispanic vote. (Post speech: Now given Obama’s Executive
Order to give work permits to children of certain illegals,
Hispanic voter erosion will depend on how Romney and
the GOP handle the result of the Order).
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radio broadcast from 3 p. m. to 6 p. m. weekday afternoons. To people who say fiscally conservative reforms
will not work, Roger says, “that is BW: Before Wisconsin.
We are now living in AW: After Wisconsin.” Skeptics
actually took a look; and, here is what they found. When
the union health insurance contract went out to bid,
money was saved. When “open shop” reforms were instituted making unions collect their dues instead of forcing
employers to “auto draw” from paychecks, public sector
union membership declined by 1/2 and the teachers
union declined by 1/3. And all those teacher lay-offs
predicted by the unions, there were none. Instead, teachers were added and class sizes shrunk. Wisconsin’s
fiscal house is now in order and operating in black ink!
On the heels of Wisconsin came two conservative
victories in California, not exactly a state known for conservatism! In San Jose and San Diego public employee
pension reforms were placed on the ballot. The reforms
won. In both cities public services were getting slashed,
libraries were closing and roads were full of potholes.
Roger believes that when conservative principles are put
on the ballot, conservative principles will win.
I hope you too see the relevance in ending with these
words spoken by Ronald Reagan, the man not yet president, in his “no pale pastels” speech to CPAC on March
1, 1975.
“A political party cannot be all things to all people.
It must represent certain fundamental beliefs that
must not be compromised to political expediency, or
simply to swell its numbers. Our people look for a
cause to believe in. Is it a third party we need, or is it
a new and revitalized second party, raising a banner
of no pale pastels, but bold colors which make it
unmistakably clear where we stand on all of the
issues troubling the people? Let our banner proclaim our belief in a free market as the greatest
provider for the people.
Let us explore ways to ward off socialism, not
by increasing government’s coercive power, but by
increasing participation by the people in the ownership of our industrial machine.

It is time to reassert our principles and raise them
Since our President sees people through a demoto full view. And if there are those who cannot subgraphic lens, we must hope that these odds become
scribe to these principles, then let them go their
facts on Election Day. To read more about Mr. Root, see:
way.”
http://godfatherpolitics.com/5763/why-president-obamawill-lose-landslide/#ixzz1ykEDAh9P.
Five years later, Ronald Reagan became our 40th
President. Let’s hope Wayne Allan Root is right and it
Another speaker that lifted my spirits was Roger
really is Reagan – Carter second verse!
Hedgecock of the Roger Hedgecock Show, a syndicated
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FRW is just charging through the year. Our membership now stands at 32 regular members and 29 associate
members and we are holding steady. With the election
coming up fast, we are getting more and more interest in
what we do. We were honored to have a visit from
NvFRW President Maraya Evans at our July 17th meeting. Traveling with Maraya was Linda Bronstein. Our
meeting agenda was jam packed and I think Maraya got
an appreciation for how much work our small club does.
All the standing committees are working hard to meet
their goals. The FRW was very excited to award our first
scholarship of $1,000 to recipient Katie Draughon of
Fernley High School. Katie will be studying childhood
education and political science at the University of
Nevada, Reno.
Our Caring for America /Adopt a Soldier Committee
Chairman Peggy Zinski, along with Betty Mayne and
Mary Fimbres, continue to collect items for our adopted
soldier and the Fernley food bank. Each month a package is sent to our soldier and food is delivered to the food
bank. Both projects are fully supported by our membership. FRWs Relay for Life contribution this year went to
support team “Firefighters for Life” organized by our
member Linda Carr. Linda is scheduled to walk July
21st.
The 4th of July Committee is chaired by Jane Lewis.
The parade theme was “Proud to be an American,” but
we took it one step further and had some fun by adding
“Republicans are Super Heroes.” Our members were
dressed in great costumes and there was no lack of “red,
white and blue.” We were honored to have Mitt Romney
and Dean Heller campaign staff walking with us and
Nevada Assemblyman Tom Grady riding on our float.
Along with the float project, the Ways and Means Committee Chairman Cindy O’Toole and her crew set up a
booth in the park and sold our wares for hours in the hot
sun. Way to go!!
The Website Committee is one which does not get
much recognition; however, changes are constant and
Julianne Colombe really works hard to keep our website
up to date and looking nice. We all owe her a big thank
you since the rest of us are not quite as skilled!!
The Americanism and Literacy committees are in
progress and will finish in September right on schedule.
The real excitement is our campaign office. Wow!
We were scheduled to have a grand opening celebration
on August 11th but our Campaign Committee Chairman
Anita Trone received a call from the Romney Campaign
asking us to have it just two days after we signed the

contract for the space. So, in the FRW way, everyone
pitched in and away we went. We all were amazed at
what we had accomplished in such a short time. The
opening was complete with the Romney bus, hotdogs,
chips and soda. Not only are we very proud that Fernley
was chosen as the Lyon County campaign headquarters,
but also that we were added to the Romney bus tour.
We are all excited about being part of Team Nevada.
Lyon County Team Nevada coordinators (and FRW
members) Elayne and Mike Logue hit the road running
and the FRW is behind them all the way.

Left to Right:
Jane Lewis, VP,
Linda Bronstein
Maraya Evans
Connie Stevens, Pres.

Left to Right:
Connie Stevens
Katie Draughon
Cindy O’Toole
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This year, the club decided to focus its membership meetings on
meeting as many of the candidates in our area as possible. Even if
a legislative candidate did not represent a Sparks district, we have
invited the candidate to speak. We recognize that once these
Republican candidates are elected, he or she will represent all
Nevadans - we want to know who they are.
State Senator Michael Roberson and Assemblyman Pat Hickey
addressed our club about the 2012 election and how the results of
the election will affect us in the 2013 Legislature We have also been lucky to have a number of candidates join either
as a full or associate member of the club.
Currently the club is planning a Labor Day barbeque. We have pledged up to $1.500 for an event to attract
Republicans and independents to listen to speakers, meet the candidates, register to vote and, hopefully, join
Sparks Republican Women. We are inviting a constitutional speaker as well. All food (hamburgers, hot dogs, chips
and soda) will be free to those attending.
Our key Caring for America project, veteran gift bags, has been very rewarding and successful. On June 11 th, we
held a work day which resulted in 60 gift bags filled with 11 toiletry items being put together. Each bag included
travel/personal size bottles of shampoo, conditioner, body wash, hand/body lotion and shaving crème. Other items
include razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and floss. There were also bags filled with puzzle books, pencils, socks,
emery boards, chap sticks, and combs. Absolute Dental donated 144 toothbrushes and floss as well as 72 tubes of
toothpaste. A photographer from KTVN Channel 2 showed up and our efforts were shown on the news that evening.
On June 26th, we delivered all these items to John Howard, Coordinator of the Reno VA Hospital Volunteer Services
office for the use of the veterans at the hospital. We are planning another work day later in the summer so that we
can deliver more bags to the hospital by the end of the summer.

In October, our annual fundraiser raised over $3,000 for our Caring for America projects. In June, we were able
to give three $500 scholarships to female members of the JROTC – one each at the high schools in Sparks. These
funds recognize their accomplishments for their entire high school experience as well as the recommendation from
the JROTC school commandants.

We could certainly slow the aging
process down if it had to work its
way through Congress.
Will Rogers
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People all over the world recognize Uncle Sam – the tall, white-haired
gentleman dressed in red, white, and blue – as a symbol of the United
States. Where did this old fellow with the top hat come from?
No one knows for sure, but tradition says he first showed up during the War
of 1812. Businessman Samuel Wilson of Troy, New York, who was known
to friends as Uncle Sam, supplied the Army with beef in barrels. The barrels
were labeled “U.S.” to show they belonged to the United States government. Somewhere along the way, it is said, folks began to joke that the
“U.S.” stood for Uncle Sam, and a national symbol was born.
Uncle Sam’s stars-and-stripes costume originated in political cartoons of
the nineteenth century. The best-known image first appeared on July 6,
1916, during World War I, on the cover of Leslie’s Weekly magazine with
the title “ What Are You Doing for Preparedness?” The artist, James
Montgomery Flagg, based his portrait of Uncle Sam on his own likeness to
save the cost of hiring a model. The picture was so popular, the U.S.
Government eventually turned it into the famous recruiting poster of Uncle
Sam declaring, “I Want You.”
From “The American Patriot’s Almanac; William J. Bennett and John T.E. Cribb; 2008, 2010

Dear State and Club Presidents:
It is no secret that interesting programs are one of the top reasons that women join Republican women’s clubs
and continue to stay involved in clubs. Programs are the key to successful club meetings. Good programs make club
members feel Empowered, Engaged and Educated.
Over the past several weeks, NFRW Program Committee members have been working on a program survey.
Members serving on the Program Committee are: Nancy Mazza, Vice Chairman, Phyllis Bracken, Andrea Caffery,
Rosan Hall, and Rosemary Licata.
This survey is to seek your input on successful programs in your state federations and clubs so that the
committee may compile a comprehensive list of sample program ideas to be accessed by state federations and
clubs on the committee’s new web page.
The survey information we receive back will help the Program Committee provide you with a list of program ideas
for your consideration in planning your programs. We respectfully ask that you complete two tasks:
1.

Take the survey and submit your responses no later than July 31st. Click on the link to begin
the survey. http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e65ehafph4o6cmee/start

2.

The NFRW is asking all state program chairmen to take the survey. Club presidents are also
asked to forward this message to your club program chairman and ask them to participate in the
survey.

On behalf of the Program Committee, I want to thank you for participating in this survey and for helping to
contribute to the success of the NFRW.
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NvFRW’s Caring for America Project

“Honor Flight Program”
All proceeds will help to financially support sending
our Nevada WWII Veterans
To the WWII Memorial in Washington, D.C. in September 2012

Patriotic Wine Bag Promotion
Cost to each club:

3 for $25.00
Distributed in lots of 21
Clubs have the ability to charge an additional amount i.e., $10 per bag

To order please complete this form and forward by email or fax as follows:
Mendy Elliott - Nevada Federation Fundraising Chair
Email:
mendy.elliott@gmail.com

FAX:

775-851-7485

Name of Club:

_________________________________________________

Contact:

_________________________________________________

Mailing Address:

_________________________________________________
_________________________________ zip ____________

Telephone:

_________________________________________________

Bill for bags to be invoiced to (if different from above):
Name of Club:

_________________________________________________

Contact:

_________________________________________________

Mailing Address:

_________________________________________________
__________________________________zip____________

Telephone:

_________________________________________________
Thank you for your support
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So far this election year of 2012, we have seen tremendous growth in our clubs statewide.
The most exciting of this growth has been the addition of two new clubs! Laughlin Republican
Women chartered March 9, 2012, and then North Vegas Valley Republican Women chartered
July 14, 2012. Combined, these clubs are representing 45 NEW Republican Women into our
Federation! Many of their collective 34 Associate members are federated members from other
clubs, an outpouring of support which is so much appreciated! Please join me in welcoming
these new clubs to the NvFRW and to their Executive Board:
Laughlin Republican Women
President Cheryl Crow
1st Vice President Pee Dee Leavitt
2nd Vice President Francine Conklin
Secretary Sharon Martinez
Treasurer Franzette Johnson
31 Full Members, 18 Associates and 6 Patrons

North Vegas Valley Republican Women
President Mary Houghtelling
1 Vice President Carole Long
2nd Vice President Malania Hughes
Secretary Bernadette Dottero
Treasurer Sancy King
14 Full Members and 16 Associates!
st

Keep up the great work everyone! This election will be the most important one in our lifetimes!!
Thank you ALL for what you do for your clubs, NvFRW and NFRW!

“In politics, If you want anything
said, ask a man. If you want
anything done, ask a woman.”
Margaret Thatcher
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Building Your Club
Ideas from the NFRW Membership Committee
__________________________________________
Membership Mentor Program
Do you have questions about how to build membership? Want new ideas? NFRW Membership
Committee members are ready to serve as “mentors” for your club! They will share exciting ideas to help
build membership. Any state and/or individual club can request a mentor for their membership efforts –
we are waiting to be asked! Just send your email and we will assign a member of the Membership
Committee. If you need assistance – we will help you get it!
Contact: Tonya Stiel, Chairman tonyastiel@bellsouth.net • Sharon Barnes shronbarnes@yahoo.com •
Jac Beigel jac@ccservices.com • Lynne Hartung lynnehartung@att.net.

New Clubs Chartered Since January 1st!
Hats off to the following state federations!
Florida Federation
Alabama Federation
North Carolina Federation
Missouri Federation
Mississippi Federation
Nebraska Federation
Nevada Federation
Ohio Federation
Texas Federation
South Carolina Federation

Cindy Graves, State President
Elois Zeanah, State President
Dena Barnes, State President
Kathy Chinn, State President
Nell Frisbie, State President
Lona Ferguson, State President
Maraya Evans, State President
Jean Turner, State President
Carolyn Hodges, State President
Charm Altman, State President

3 New Clubs
2 New Clubs
2 New Clubs
2 New Clubs
1 New Club
1 New Club
1 New Club
1 New Club
1 New Club
1 New Club

__________________________________________________________
New & Updated Membership Tools!
The Membership Committee is working on updating the membership tools which are now available to
help state federations and clubs. Later this year we will have available:


NFRW Membership Handbook: the second edition will include an orientation packet for new
members for local clubs. It will be also have a new chapter named, “Be A Membership Success
Continued on Page - 10 -
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Story” to highlight new membership recruitment ideas submitted by your state federations and your
local clubs. Note: information on Retention, Satellite clubs and more are contained in the Membership Handbook.



Guide to Forming a New Club – the second edition will include an installation of officers for the new
club charter celebration as well as a sample press release for announcing the new club.



Don’t forget! Tri-fold Club Brochure Great hands-on brochure to help local clubs with membership
recruitment.



Coming Soon! Membership Poster for State Federations – create a sample poster to highlight the
rewards of NFRW membership that regions/districts/state federations can post at Republican headquarters or other locations to call attention to local clubs.



Coming Soon! Virtual Clubs – Ideas and Resources for online clubs – A collection of resources
and examples of different ways you can add an online satellite, start an online club or add online features to your existing club.

__________________________________________________________
NEW! NFRW Website for Membership Recruitment
Potential Members Push a Button to Connect with Local Club!
The NFRW wants to help your clubs to increase their membership. So the NFRW website has a new
addition - a web feature that includes a profile page for every Federation Republican women’s club. Each
week, dozens of women come to the NFRW website looking for state federation and club information.
They want to find like-minded women and have a voice! This addition to the website will make it easier
to find your state’s clubs and increase membership recruiting efforts.
Has your club accessed the NFRW website and updated their club’s profile page? Is your club president correct on the website? Please be sure to encourage your club president and membership chairman
to be sure your club site is up to date. The NFRW needs your help to get these potential members connected to your clubs!
Go to www.nfrw.org and click “find a club”.

1. Use the tool to find your state or club page.
2. At the bottom is a “login” button – select that link.
3. You can login in or request your password.
Enter the information about your club as well as your club president's bio.
Here are some samples of the emails from the website, Please help us recruit these ladies by getting
out the word to update your club information on www.nfrw.org.

“I just moved here and am interested in joining…
“I am interested in getting involved but not sure what club is right please send me information….
“What day do you meet? I would like to attend a meeting”
Continued on Page - 11 -
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“I am driving across country in my RV would like to know if there’s a meeting while I am in your
area”
“I worked for Republicans in high school and want to help Romney win...please tell me how”

NFRW Membership Incentives
Are your club officers and members aware of the NFRW's 2012-2013 Membership Incentives? The
NFRW Membership Committee has so many incentives to reward your members, clubs & state federations. Do you have some success stories already this year? Do you have a membership campaign in
place?
Club Incentive Awards:

1. “Light the NFRW Torch!” - The Recruit 10 new members between January and December of
each year incentive has returned. Each member whose form is submitted and verified by the NFRW
receives a pin from the committee
2. 100% Membership Increase for Local Clubs – Plaques are presented to the club to acknowledge
this accomplishment. This is also a calendar year incentive.
3. “Be a Membership Success Story” – Submit a membership tip or success story from a local club to
be spotlighted on the Capitol Connection and NFRW Membership website. The tip will be included in
the second edition of the NFRW Membership Handbook. The winners will receive a Certificate of
Appreciation and $25 check.
4.“Catch the Wave” – Your state’s clubs can tell us how they have caught the technology wave to recruit
new members, increase participation or had a successful fundraising project online. One club’s
success story will be spotlighted on the NFRW Capital Connections and the NFRW website as well as
included in the second edition of the NFRW Membership Handbook. The winners will receive a Certificate of Appreciation and $25 check.
State Federation Incentives:
1. Highest Membership Increase for a State Federation with small, medium, large & extra-large levels
at the end of each year. State Federation with receive $500 and Certificate of Appreciation.
2. Outstanding Membership Campaign- Spotlight State Federation– Certificate and $100 incentive
presentation for outstanding membership campaign.
3. Outstanding State Federation Membership Newsletter – Awarded $200 and receive a Certificate of
Appreciation.
Biennial Incentives – to be presented at 2013 Convention:
1. Biennial Membership Recruitment: State Federations submit their most outstanding Member for
Membership recruitment. Award based on Membership Recruitment Campaign & Membership Recruitment Excellence. Honoree recognized at NFRW 2013 convention with $100.
2. Best Radio Ad for Local Club or State Federation: $250 prize
3. Best Newspaper Ad for Local Club or State Federation: $250 prize
4. Best Television Spot for Local Club or State Federation: $250 prize

Continued on Page - 12 -
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Membership Building Idea - Minute Moms Project
Courtesy of Morgan County Womens Republican Club

As Moms with busy lives at home and the many concerns that face families today, they, too, want to
help make our communities and country a great place to live. Moms continue to be one of the most important people to influence lives.
The Minute Mom Project is for Moms who are interested in sharing information that would better their
communities and country by taking just a minute of their valuable time to email, text, twitter, or call a
friend, family member, neighbor or an acquaintance.
Start by organizing a team of two Moms to coordinate the project. Information regarding club projects,
political events, etc., are given to the Minute Moms to pass on to other MOMS! Examples: email or text a
poll: “Are we more or less safe with the Obama administration? Do you think Obama will get health care
passed- how will it affect your family?”
MOMS could become a satellite group of your club functioning like a committee. Groups could be
formed, such as, Working Moms, Toddlers’ Moms, Breastfeeding Moms, Teenage Moms, Stay at Home
Moms, Military Moms, and Blended Family Moms. Moms united for the cause of making America a great
nation for their families to grow up in. At meetings and events, Minute Moms handout M&Ms candy with
messages to share!

HOW TO RETAIN MEMBERSHIP
NFRW Membership Committee
Recruitment is the most important activity for membership development, correct? Not necessarily.
You’ve heard of “A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush”? Although recruiting new members is certainly
important – if you want your Club to thrive, membership retention is more important!!
Start with retention and follow with recruitment. It takes less effort to keep a member than to find a new member.
Recruitment gets the attention, but retention will make your Club stronger.
High retention rates are a signal that you have happy, satisfied members and those happy, satisfied members
tend to share your Club story with others. If you get retention right – you will have built the basis for recruitment. A
low retention rate is a signal that there are some serious problems in your Club. If you can’t keep your members,
than you are wasting time recruiting them until you fix the Club. If you can’t retain, recruitment will burn through your
prospects because they won’t join a second time.
1.

MAKE MEMBERS FEEL SPECIAL:
A.
B.
C.
D.

Always, always, always make members aware that they are very special and appreciated i.e., thank
you emails or notes, birthday cards, recognition of length of membership, etc.
Recognize and thank members that are in the audience at your meeting. Personally welcome each
member into the Club with a welcome packet.
Consider providing a member mentoring matching using current members to ensure that new
members are getting the most out of their membership.
Just be sure that members know they are extraordinary for all they do.
Continued on Page - 13 -
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2.

SURVEY MEMBER INTERESTS:
A.
Try surveying your members at the beginning of the year. This survey can cover member interests,
events, topics for programs, volunteer opportunities, etc.
B.
Knowing what your members like to do and discuss is very important in keeping interest in the Club
high.
C.
Work with your new members – either as a group or one-on-one – to determine what they want out
of their membership.

3.

TALK TO THEM! Get out there and visit with your members to find out what they like, dislike and what
topics would be most helpful to them from a program. Make sure you address the needs of all your
members.

4.

HAVE FUN: Above all else, make sure your members enjoy your Club and are having fun. Just because
we take on the important issues facing our communities, our State and our Nation, does not mean we have
to be serious all the time. Network with ALL your members, not just the Executive Committee.

5.

REACH OUT: Communication with members is vital.
A.
Stay in constant contact with your members via newsletters, email, updates, etc.
B.
If you can’t figure out why certain members are not participating, contact them! Reach out to them
and ask them to get involved. Many will not have time to act as a committee chair, but would be
happy to take on one small project per year.
C.
Remind them of the benefits of belonging to your Club – at the local, State and National levels.
D.
Reach out to your new members with targeted communications during the first year that would
include information on specific programs that might be of interest to them.

6.

DON’T GIVE UP ON MEMBERS: It is always discouraging when a member drops from the roster. Reach
out to that member to ensure you have done everything possible to keep that person as a member.
A.
ASK – First, send out an email reminding them that they have not renewed (some members just
need a gentle reminder).
B.
If they don’t renew, call the member and ask why they are not renewing. LISTEN to their concerns
and make a note of them to provide to the President but also be sure to ask them to reconsider.
C.
Have your Club President send a note or call the member and ask her to reconsider again and
address her concerns. Additionally, be sure to let her know that the Club values her membership
and wants her to continue to grow with you. Make sure you exhaust all three of these methods
before giving up. The personal ask always has tremendous power in retention.

7.

FOLLOW-UP:
Whether a member does or does not rejoin after asking, make sure someone is responsible for following up
with either a “Thank You” or a “We’ll Miss you” note or email. Making the member feel wanted and valued is
crucial to future interactions. Sincere follow-up leaves the member with a good impression of the Club and
the former member will be more likely to reconnect. Consider sending them an Exit Survey. This may help
you determine why you are losing members.

8.

RECONNECT:
Revisit your old member lists and reconnect with members who have dropped in the past five years.
Send them “We miss you” post cards or emails, an invitation to an event, etc. Former members know the
importance of the Club and are more likely to rejoin than those not familiar with the Club. (Retain these old
members.)
•
•
•
•
•

Retaining members is a key performance indicator of how well you are meeting the needs of your
members.
Each interaction with a member may determine if she stays or goes.
Building loyal members is the work of the entire Club and not just the Membership committee.
The best way to retain members is to never have them consider dropping in the first place.
Club members who are engaged, are having fun and are fulfilled by the time they spend with the Club
will be the ones who will stick with the Club.

The bottom line is that recruitment is important for your Club, but retention must be your first priority. Get
retention right – then move on to recruitment.

