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Colleen Thayer, MA. APR, CRPC, Executive Director
of the National Alliance on Mental Illness. She will address mental illness in the time of COVID.
Colleen’s experience is focused in public relations and
political advocacy, having worked for the Florida Legislature, for a regional community mental health agency, in public affairs for the Southwest Florida Water
Management District before joining the NAMI Sarasota NDS Manatee Counties affiliate. She holds an
undergraduate degree in political science and a master’s in management and leadership. She is Accredited in Public Relations and is a Certified Public Relations Counselor.
NAMI Sarasota Manatee NAMI advocates for nondiscriminatory access to quality health care, housing,
education and employment for people with mental illness, works educate the public about mental illness
and eliminate the stigma of mental illness.

October’s Speaker
Colleen Thayer

Welcome Back!

DWC Luncheon
October 12th
11:30 am

Please note our new
meeting location.
Cipriano’s Restaurant

Please make your reservations and meal
choice by Noon October 7th, 2021

3561 53rd Ave W

Call Joanie LeBaron at 941.243.0169

Bradenton, FL

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com
Menu choices are on the next page.
Cost is $24.00 CASH ONLY
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President’s Message October 2021
I am asking each one of you to be at Vern Buchanan’s Manatee County office on Saturday, October 2nd at 11 am. to let him know we care about women’s choice and support our right to make our own decisions about our bodies. We need to stand solid in our effort opposing the Texas-style legislation
We need him to vote for legislation to protect women’s right to terminate a
pregnancy.
Tom and I will be carrying the Democratic Women’s Club Banner. Make signs if you can. They can
say anything. Be creative. Even if you can’t make a sign, just come and stand with us. Buchanan’s
office is at 1015 Manatee Ave, West, Suite 305 (located by the Old Courthouse Park).
If you are unable to attend, please call his office at 202 225 5015. If you need a ride or want to
carpool, please contact me at 941 243 0169 or Patty Benson at 941 228 4030.
Yours in solidarity, Joanie

Menu Choices and Important Information On
Our In-person September Meeting
There are some rules we must follow. First, you must be vaccinated to attend! Wear masks.

fies the air.

What’s important for you to know is that the owner, chef and all the wait staff
have been vaccinated. We will be isolated in our own special section. Plus,
we are in a restaurant with a state-of-the art air handling system which puri-

Cost is $24 per person.
This is a cash event, no credit cards or checks will be accepted. The cost of the meal is the
cost of the meal with no markup from our club.
Meal choices are:
1. Sauteed Organic Chicken Sinatra. Sauteed with artichokes and mushrooms in a Brandy cream
sauce, with a side of pasta.
2. Baked Eggplant Rollentine. Eggplant filets filled with fresh ricotta cheese and marinara, with a
side of pasta.
3. Fish and Chips. Lightly battered and fried flounder, served with fries.
4. Cipriano Burger. Served with fries.
5. Baked Gulf Shrimp Parmagiana. Baked with fresh mozzarella and marinara sauce, served with
a side of pasta.
6. Gnocchi with marinara sauce
All lunches are served with an endless salad and choice of coffee, tea or soda.
Deadline for reservations is Thursday, October 7th. Please email Joanie LeBaron,
joanielebaron0108@gmail.com or call her at 941-243-0169 and be sure to let her know
whether you want Meal 1, 2, 3, 4,5 or 6.
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Texas Bill: Death Penalty For Women
Who Have Abortions
Texas Republicans, fresh off their high of implementing
sweeping voter restrictions laws and the horrific 6-week abortion ban (effectively overturning Roe v Wade) have decided to
add another law to their toolbox. This one is actually insane,
even by Republican standards. The Hill is reporting that a Republican lawmaker has introduced a bill that would allow the
death penalty for women who have abortions.
You read that right. The self-declared PRO-LIFE party has decided that state-sanctioned murder of
an autonomous living human is the correct response to said autonomous living human exercising
health care decisions about their own body.
Texas State Rep. Bryan Slaton declared proudly on Twitter: “Today, I filed HB 3326 to Abolish
Abortion in Texas. The bill will end the discriminatory practice of terminating the life of innocent children, and will guarantee the equal protection of the laws to all Texans, no matter how small."
Just a reminder, embryos and fetuses are not "children". But you know, words are hard. Science is
hard. Biology is hard.
Under this law, a person who has an abortion - or someone who performs an abortion - could be
"charged with assault or homicide, which is punishable by death." So, state-sanctioned murder. of a
living human.
This is not the first time that a Texas GOP lawmaker tried to enact a law that would make the death
penalty the punishment for abortion. In 2019,
The bill would also ban abortions at fertilization, whereas most abortions in Texas are prohibited after 20 weeks. Rep. Tony Tinderholt introduced a similar measure that actually classified abortion as
a "homicide."
BY: Red Painter, Crooks & Liars

Duval Schools data shows COVID-19 cases
are slowing. Doctors say it's because the
mask mandate is working
The number of new COVID-19 cases reported within Duval County
Public Schools has tapered off significantly within the last week.
Doctors say it's an indicator that the school district's stricter mask
mandate is working.
The 2021-22 school year started off with a mask requirement that students' families could easily opt
-out of online. About 10 percent of the student population or 12,500 students opted out within weeks
of the school year. Cases of the coronavirus on campus quickly multiplied, though the district isn't
tracking masked versus un-masked cases.
Effective Sept. 7, Duval Schools' policy was strengthened to only allow medical opt-outs. Less than
one percent of the student body had opted out under the new policy as of last week.
School district data analyzed by the Times-Union shows that the day-to-day count of new cases reported is trailing off.
The district reported an average of 135 new cases each day the week (Aug. 30-Sept. 3) before the
stricter mask policy went into effect. The district reported an average of 36 cases a day last
week (Sept 13-17). BY: Florida Times-Union’s Emily Bloch
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A Great time was
had by all as we
meet in person
once again. Come
join us at the
October Meeting
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VOTE BY MAIL PROCEDURES ARE
DIFFERENT THIS YEAR
Vote by mail ballots will be coming out on September
24th! You must request a ballot every year under the Republican voting rule changes.
Call today @941-741-3823 or go to Supervisor of Elections website at https://www.votemanatee.com to check if you will be getting your absentee
ballot or to sign up for an absentee ballot.
You need to mail it or go directly to the Supervisor Of Elections office and drop it inside.
There will be no drop box this year except for:
9/27/2021- 10/22/2021 from 8:30 a.m. -6 p.m.
10/23/2021-10/30/2021 From 8:30 a.m. -6 p.m.
11/01/2021 From 8:30 a.m. -6 p.m.
11/02/2021 from 8:30 a.m. -7 p.m.
The only early voting site will be the Supervisor of Elections.

Calling all Manatee Democratic
women (and other Choice
supporters)!!
We need to speak loudly and let our voices be
heard. Come out on October 2nd to let our US
Congressman, Vern Buchanan, know that we
care about women’s choice and support our right
to make our own decisions about our bodJOIN MANATEE COUNTY DEMOCRATIC
ies. We need him to vote for legislation to
WOMEN IN ACTION
PROTECT women’s right to terminate a pregnancy, not oppose it. This is a National ACTION
If you can’t join us on Oct 2nd, please conand we can be a part of it locally!
tact Rep. Buchanan – (202) 225-5015 https://
Saturday, October 2nd, 11: a.m.
buchanan.house.gov/contact - and let him know
Vern Buchanan's Manatee County Office that you support a woman’s right to choose and
1051 Manatee Ave W
you oppose the draconian measures like those
(located by the Old Courthouse Park)
imposed recently by Texas which even now are
being contemplated in Florida and in Manatee
Bring your own homemade signs to wave:
County.
We don’t need vigilantes intimidating
Women's Bodies, Women's Choice
women who make the hard choice to end a
Protect Safe, Legal Abortions
pregnancy.
Protect Access
We don’t need an arbitrary 6-week reBans Off our Bodies
striction when most of us don’t even know
Reproductive Choices Can I Cut off we are pregnant.
Yours?
We don’t need government overriding
If you cut off my reproductive choices, our personal choices in these matters.
can I cut off YOURS?
(coat hanger drawing) NEVER AGAIN!
Please stand with us!!!
(or your own pro-choice slogan)
Manatee Democratic Women’s Club
www.dwcmanatee.com
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What are Jim Crow Laws

were attacked and forced off their land all
across the South.

Jim Crow laws were a collection of state and
local statutes that legalized racial segregation.
Named after a Black minstrel show character,
the laws—which existed for about 100 years,
from the post-Civil War era until 1968—were
meant to marginalize African Americans by
denying them the right to vote, hold jobs, get an
education or other opportunities. Those who attempted to defy Jim Crow laws often faced arrest, fines, jail sentences, violence and death.

At the start of the 1880s, big cities in the South
were not wholly beholden to Jim Crow laws and
Black Americans found more freedom in
them. This led to substantial Black populations
moving to the cities and, as the decade progressed, white city dwellers demanded more
laws to limit opportunities for African Americans.

The roots of Jim Crow laws began as early as
1865, immediately following
the ratification of the 13th
Amendment, which abolished slavery in the United
States. Black codes were
strict local and state laws
that detailed when, where
and how formerly enslaved
people could work, and for
how much compensation.
The codes appeared
throughout the South as a
legal way to put Black citizens into indentured
servitude, to take voting rights away, to control
where they lived and how they traveled and to
seize children for labor purposes.

Jim Crow laws soon spread around the country
with even more force than previously. Public
parks were forbidden for African Americans to
enter, and theaters and restaurants were segregated. Segregated waiting
rooms in bus and train stations were required, as well
as water fountains, restrooms, building entrances,
elevators, cemeteries, even
amusement-park cashier
windows. Laws forbade African Americans from living in
white neighborhoods. Segregation was enforced for public pools, phone booths, hospitals, asylums, jails
and residential homes for the elderly and handicapped.

The legal system was stacked against Black citizens, with former Confederate soldiers working
as police and judges, making it difficult for African Americans to win court cases and ensuring
they were subject to Black codes. These codes
worked in conjunction with labor camps for the
incarcerated, where prisoners were treated as
enslaved people. Black offenders typically received longer sentences than their white equals,
and because of the grueling work, often did not
live out their entire sentence.

Some states required separate textbooks for
Black and white students. New Orleans mandated the segregation of prostitutes according to
race. In Atlanta, African Americans in court were
given a different Bible from white people to
swear on. Marriage and cohabitation between
white and Black people was strictly forbidden in
most Southern states. It was not uncommon to
see signs posted at town and city limits warning
African Americans that they were not welcome
there.

During the Reconstruction era, local governments, as well as the national Democratic Party
and President Andrew Johnson, thwarted efforts
to help Black Americans move forward. Violence was on the rise, making danger a regular
aspect of African American life. Black schools
were vandalized and destroyed, and bands of
violent white people attacked, tortured and
lynched Black citizens in the night. Families
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One of the first defiant acts against Jim Crow
Laws was the “sit in” at the Woolworth’s lunch
counter in North Carolina. Here’s a short docu-

Reflections on the Greensboro
Lunch Counter
mentary featuring one of those four brave men.

Judges block an important part of
DeSantis’ “sanctuary city” law

campaign ad depicting him building
a wall with his son.
The legislative debate on the bill was very emo- Through his official
tional and occurred when then-President Donald statement, he perTrump prioritized crackdowns on undocumented petuated the story
of the threat of imimmigrants. DeSantis also promised to ban
migrants. For the
sanctuary cities during the 2018 Governor’s
exclusion of sanctucampaign.
ary jurisdiction, “the
Proponents advertised the law as helping to im- judge wrote.
prove the security of the community.
Bloom pointed out issues such as expert testi“This is about the rule of law,” DeSantis said
mony on racial profiling by police to support her
when he signed the bill. “It’s also about public
conclusions about the discriminatory consesafety.”
quences of the law.
However, Democrats and other opponents have
partially argued that the bill is focused on cultivating a conservative political foundation, rather
than solving real problems.

“The testimony supports the finding that there is
a direct link between racial profiling and aggressive crackdowns, which affects racial and ethnic
minorities disproportionately,” she said. wrote.
“The described 'immigrant threat story’ further
“This is a fearful and aggressive bill,” said Senaexacerbates racist law enforcement practices. “
tor Darryl Luson of D-St. Petersburg said when
the bill was passed. “It’s not, but it hangs around Early in the case, Bloom issued an injunction
ghosts.”
against some of the laws dealing with state and
local law enforcement officers transferring peoBloom included in her decision a reference to
ple with migrant detainees to federal facilities.
the famous DeSantis campaign ad about immiShe said some of them were “preempted” by
grants and comments in her 2019 inaugural adfederal immigration law, resulting in unconstitudress.
tionality.
“While running for his current position, Governor
Judges block an important part of DeSantis’
Desantis also expresses his support by associat“sanctuary city” law. Source: Florida News Times
ing” illegal immigrants “with” lawless “with a

Florida Representative Looking to Follow
Texas’s Lead, Files “Heartbeat” Abortion Bill
Florida Representative Webster Barnaby (R) has filed the “Florida Heartbeat
Act,” legislation that would prohibit abortions once a fetal heartbeat is detected,
only allowing them to be performed if the mother’s life is in danger.
The bill would empower citizens to sue anyone who induces or performs an
abortion against the bill’s guidelines.
The Florida measure essentially mirrors a Texas law that went into effect after the Supreme Court
voted 5-4 not to block its implementation, saying abortion providers had not met the burden required for a stay of the law.
It prohibits virtually all abortions after a heartbeat is detected, which is typically after six weeks of
pregnancy and empowers citizens to file lawsuits against abortion providers suspected of violating
the new policy.
The law, referred to as a “fetal heartbeat bill,” would also allow citizens to file lawsuits against abortion providers suspected of violating the new policy.
BY: Alan Ryland, PoliticusUSA
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Now that we are meeting in person again, please remember our
charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda
House. The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as
dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal and
more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers
such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name just a
few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both men
and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to
our luncheon. Together we can make a difference.

The Red/Blue Divide in COVID-19 Vaccination Rates
There continue to be differences in COVID-19 vaccination rates along partisan lines, a gap that
has grown over time. We’ve documented this in our COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor surveys of the
public, and we’ve been tracking county-level data to assess vaccination rates in counties that voted for Trump in the 2020 Presidential election compared to those that voted for Biden.
As of September 13, 2021, 52.8% of people in counties that voted for Biden were fully vaccinated
compared to 39.9% of Trump counties, a 12.9 percentage point difference (Figure 1). While the
rate of vaccination coverage has slowed in both county groups, the gap has widened over time
(Figure 2). BY: KFF

We the assault on women’s right to an abortion, watch these Republican legislators give their
opinion on abortion, presented by Meidas Touch called “Despicable”. The second video is produced by the Lincoln Project titled “The Real Antifa”.
The Real Antifa

Despicable
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joanie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Mary Bass
marygbass@gmail.com

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative

Mary Duda

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Patty Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

mcmduda@aol.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

