
October 25, 2020 
Reformation Sunday 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE: Thaxted (Gustav Holst) 
Trent DeVerter, Trumpet; Lucy Kay Osborne, Organ 
 
MEDITATION:  
 

Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

 
Now to the Holy Spirit let us pray 

for true faith most needed on our way: 
Guide us and defend us when life is ending 

and our journey homeward is tending. 
Lord, have mercy! 

 
O sweetest Love, your grace on us bestow; 

set our hearts with sacred fire aglow, 
that with hearts united we love each other, 

ev'ry stranger, sister, and brother. 
Lord, have mercy! 

 
Transcendent comfort in our ev'ry need, 
help us neither scorn nor death to heed, 

that we may not falter, nor courage fail us 
when the foe shall taunt and assail us. 

Lord, have mercy! 
 

Shine in our hearts, O Spirit, precious light; 
teach us Jesus Christ to know aright, 

clinging to our Savior, whose blood has bought us, 
who to our true homeland has brought us. 

Lord, have mercy! 
 



GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY – Ashlyn Noel 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 
the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 
Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING SONG: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW 504) 

 
 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

THE WORD: 2 Samuel 7:1-17 – Paul Flatness 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 
rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet 
Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 
stays in a tent." 3Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the LORD is with you." 
4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell 
my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a 
house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up 
the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about 
in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the 
people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of 
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why 
have you not built me a house of cedar?" 8Now therefore thus you shall 
say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 
9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 
more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the 
LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12When your 
days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up 
your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will be a father to him, 
and he shall be a son to me. When he commits iniquity, I will punish him 
with a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings. 
15But I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, 
whom I put away from before you. 16Your house and your kingdom shall 
be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established 
forever. 17In accordance with all these words and with all this vision, 
Nathan spoke to David. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 



 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD: O Magnum Mysterium (M. Lauridson) 
Concordia University, Nebraska A Capella Choir 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Jackie Schnarre 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  Built on a Rock (ELW 652) 

 
 
RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Trevor Coble, 
Ryan Mass, Ashlyn Noel and Morgan Thomas, one with us in the body of 
Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism. 

I present Trevor, Ryan, Ashlyn, and Morgan, who desire to make public 
affirmation of their baptism. 



Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for these siblings in the faith, whom you have 
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them 
to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished 
them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought 
to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 
faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this 
world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue 
in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, do you promise to support these siblings in the faith and 
pray for them in their life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

Stir up in Trevor, Ryan, Ashlyn, and Morgan the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Karen and Ray Thomas 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where 
the church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, 
strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the 
working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care 
for this planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples 
and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in 
our own land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all 
in harm’s way. We lift up those on our southern border whose families 
have been torn apart by our government just because they were seeking a 
better life. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. 
Grant healing touch to those who are ill especially those who are dealing 
with COVID-19. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained 
firm in their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered 
in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks 
for our ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin 
Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for 
whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains 
us and all of creation. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for self-reflection. 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own 
ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your 
gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our 
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen.  



God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God 
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ. Led by the 
Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERTORY: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (Martin Luther) 
St. Olaf Choir, Directed by Anton Armstrong  
 
OFFERING PRAYER – Morgan Thomas 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these 
gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish 
us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 
midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world 
in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your 
people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the 
grave, we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to 
serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the 
body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER – Ryan Mass 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 

COMMUNION: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION – Trevor Coble 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with 
food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this 
place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away 
the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same 
Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
Mothering God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into 
the way of truth and life. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: The Church's One Foundation (ELW 654) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 



 
POSTLUDE: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (Martin Luther) 
arr. Michael Helman 
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