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It seems that Jude, the tiny letter in the New Testament that comes just before Revelation in the canon, is a neglected specimen. Nobody reads it, nobody quotes from it, and good luck finding any reference to it in the lectionary. But it has its own particular value. In looking at it recently, I became obsessed with (and then involved in researching) the part of it that very briefly deals with the burial of Moses. 
As it states in Deuteronomy 34, Moses died at the age of 120, and was buried in Moab (on the eastern side of the Jordan River); but not before being granted by God a chance to see the Promised Land from a high vantage point there. In verse 6 of that chapter, we read that “no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.” Well, that was then, this is now – and we still “knoweth not.” 
Archaeologists have spared nothing in searching for Moses’ actual grave. But, at best, they can only say that certain 4th-century A.D. monastic buildings at the summit of Mt. Nebo (Arabic name Siyagha, in Jordan) are thought to have been built purposely on his burial site. That’s more folkloric than factual, though – soft indication rather than hard evidence.
There’s even a long-standing dispute about whether Moses was buried on Mt. Nebo or in the valley below. And that’s a big valley. To add to that confusion, here’s a quote from Paragraph 357 of the Hebrew Devarim (the 44th reading in the weekly cycle of Torah): “And it once happened that the emperor's house sent (a deputation, telling them) "Seek out the grave of Moses." They went. When they stood above, it (his grave) seemed to be below. When they stood below, it seemed to be above. They then divided themselves into two groups (one above, and one below), but to those who stood above, it seemed to be below; and to those who stood below, it seemed to be above — this in keeping with "and no man knew his grave." So we see that even two groups of what amounted to the Roman Legion “Corps of Engineers” had no luck, and we note that Deuteronomy doesn’t spell out every known thing about the matter.
OK. But it gets even more complicated. There is the theory that God sent Michael the Archangel to bury Moses in secret to prevent the Jews from erecting a shrine to him. Tis goes to Jude verse 9: “Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.” 
The dispute was caused when Satan tried to tell Michael that Moses was not worthy of such a Godly burial – but Michael, instead of getting lengthy or defensive, simply told Satan, “The Lord condemn you.” But verse 9 comes almost as a disjointed interjection in the letter, and nothing direct is added to it because Jude’s purpose was not to explain Moses but to make an example of Michael’s rebuttal. Although certain Jewish apocrypha offer a bit more, no great clarification ensues. 
But 120-year-old Moses, taken by God for reasons known only to God, buried in secrecy at God’s command in an undefined place in a country not the land of his dreams - how’s that for a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma?
