Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful #145 v. 1&2 or all 3

Scripture: Luke 2:8
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.

First Candle: Esme & Lisa
We light the first candle, acknowledging that most of our life is routine.  A repetition of patterns happening day in and day out.  Wake up, get dressed, eat breakfast, go to school or work, eat lunch, back to school or work, head home, eat dinner, evening activity, brush our teeth, go to bed, repeat again tomorrow.  It at times has gotten so common place, we loose track of days, weeks, months, or even years.  We look forward to breaking out of our routine for a trip or vacation, but often miss some of our constant rhythms, for they give us the ability to deal with the exciting or different days.

Response: Angels We Have Heard on High 131 v 1

Gift: Toothbrush
Hymn: #128 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear #128 v.1, 3, 4

Scripture: Luke 2:9-10
9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.

Second Candle:  
We light the second candle in recognition that usually, when routine is disrupted, Fear follows  The appearance of an angel in the dark of night is terrifying.  As is any unexpected light, sound, smell, sight or feeling.  Before we can take in any experience fully, we are wired to ensure safety exists so that we can continue to enjoy the experience.

The questions we could be asking is, why were the shepherds afraid of the light?  The truth is, light breaking into the world brings judgment.  We see clearly where we stand.  Most of us could hold our own in a human court, but the angels are part of the heavenly court.  So the shepherds have every reason to be afraid, as you and I both have the same reasons to fear God's judgement.

Response Angels We Have Heard on High  #131 v. 2

Gift: Fidget
Hymn  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus #124

Scripture Luke 2:10-14
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
14
“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 
3rd Candle:  JJ & Su
We light the third candle for joy.  What is the cause of joy?  Good news for all people.  Those who just feared their brokenness would be exposed and found wanting, don't need to worry anymore.  A savior has been born, the anointed one, the Lord has come.

This news is overwhelming and seems to much, so how can we confirm this?  We are just shepherds.  How are we to infiltrate to the highest levels of our Kingdom, how are we to enter the palace to see this child when we are not even clean enough to uphold basic ceremonial laws of purity?  We don't know much about the lives of Kings.

To this the angels respond, “Do you know what a manger is?”  That is where the King is.  He has come to your level.  You do not need to rise to his.  This is where our joy comes from.  Judgement is addressed by our Savior and Messiah.  Shalom is upon us, because God has come among us.

Response: Angels We Have Heard on High  #132 v .3
Scripture Luke 2:15-16
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.

4th Candle: Sheryl
We light this fourth candle for curiosity.  We love good news, but it can at times be unfathomable.  Usually good news is good news, because it is not what we expected in our heads.  The cancer was deadly, spreading across the body last I heard, so how can it be gone?  When we talked last year, you had just broken off the relationship with someone, how are you now married?  We want an explanation.  We want confirmation of what we have been told.  Tell someone you are engaged and you will soon be asked to show the ring that confirms it.

The shepherds were given a sign that they could see that would confirm this great news.  That would let them know that this news was true.  So they set out at once to confirm it.  The news of a savior, of the Lord, the Messiah coming as a child to people who would place him in a manger was too curious to sit on, so they set out at once to confirm what the angel had said and found it to be true.

Response Angels We Have Heard on High #132 v 4

Scripture: Luke 2:17-20
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

Christ Candle: Ryan
We light the Christ Candle, signifying the wonder that our Savior, Messiah, and Lord came to be with us as an infant that could be found lying in a manger.  The word Amazed can also be translated, wonder or marvel.  Signifying acts that are not explained by the common occurrences of man in our everyday routine.  So we have names like the Amazing Spiderman, Wonder Woman, and Captain Marvel.  Characters who can do more than you or I thought possible.


Does the same Mavrvel, Amazement, and Wonder exist in our hearts tonight?  This news that not only did God come down among us, that this child is our long awaited Messiah, the one who would save us from our sins, the one who would rule the earth forever.  But he came as a mystery.  In an unexplainable way, as a child born to Mary who was a virgin.


In case we are almost connecting the dots and rationalizing how this could happen.  We remember who this news was given to first.  The shepherds.  The least among us.  Least because their routines and callings, the society they lived in and held up, did not allow them to practice the laws and customs of the righteous.  Just as those who in one breath we will admonish for not taking Christmas Day off will also be the ones performing CPR, unfreezing our pipes, or keeping the lights on.  The shepherds most likely took care of the temple flock.  But they could not go into the temple due to uncleanliness.


This is who our God brought this news to, because it is news for all people.  It is news that can be preached from the pulpit, but that is not where the shepherds went.  They shared it in the markets, at the watering holes, in the streets, where the people were instead of where the people went.  


This is amazing news and is in line with how the Kingdom of God is intended to work.  We all want excuses for why something is not for us.  Our world loves the story line that only the rich, the powerful, the chosen deserve the good things in life.  The concept of Karma plays with this idea.  You are given what you deserve from previous experiences.  The Good News of Jesus' birth cuts all of these ideas off at the knees.  Jesus came not as a powerful ruler, but an infant.  He came not to the rich and powerful, but to a couple who were not organized and connected enough, even in their own family, to get a proper room for a very pregnant woman.  News of this event, Matthew's gospel tells us later will reach Herod.  But the first to know, the most important for the God of Heaven to tell, was shepherds, the common human being.  That is who salvation is for.  Each and every person gathered here tonight and every person in this valley and world.  No one is to low for this news and no one is to high for this news.


This should make us all wonder, because it goes against everything our world, our culture, our society, our newsfeeds are trying to tell us. Eugene Peterson reminds us how we are to approach this night.  “Wonder is the only adequate launching pad for exploring this fullness, this wholeness, of human life. Once a year, each Christmas, for a few days at least, we and millions of our neighbors turn aside from our preoccupations with life reduced to biology or economics or psychology and join together in a community of wonder. The wonder keeps us open-eyed, expectant, alive to life that is always more than we can account for, that always exceeds our calculations, that is always beyond anything we can make.”  May we wonder this night.

Response: I wonder as I Wander #139 v. 1,2,&4
Gift: Manger/Bubbles/Jesus

Book: Song of the Stars


Silent Night
