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A GRADUATED TAX RATE IS A FAIR TAX RATE!
— by Kathy Tate-Bradish
Joined by OPAL, WiseUp and the Evanston Public Library, LWVE
hosted a presentation on the reasons to vote YES for a fair tax on the
Illinois ballot in November 2020.
Why is this so important? The Illinois constitution mandates a flat
tax on income which is where everyone, regardless of income,
pays the same percentage in state taxes. The more equitable and
effective way to tax income is using a graduated rate, the same
way that the federal government and most states levy taxes. With
a graduated rate, or fair tax, people who earn less pay a smaller
percentage of their income in taxes and people who earn more pay
a higher percentage. The League, along with over 300 other member
organizations of the Responsible Budget Coalition, is working to get
the constitutional amendment passed allowing the State of Illinois to
use a graduated rate income tax.
November 2020 will be the first time Illinoisans have had an
opportunity to decide whether to keep the regressive, flat tax or
amend the constitution. The LWV has studied the issue of flat income
tax vs. graduated rate income tax and urges a YES vote.
The most important points to remember are:
•
Illinois doesn’t have a spending problem — it has a revenue
problem. Spending in core areas such as education, healthcare,
social services and public safety have been cut an average of
over 20% since 2000 because of the lack of adequate revenue.
Illinois needs more revenue and the flat income tax doesn’t
collect enough money.
•
Our state needs more money and a fair tax will help address
the growing income inequality in Illinois while collecting more
revenue. It is estimated that a graduated rate income tax could
raise an additional $3 billion annually, without over-burdening
any income level of taxpayer. In fact, 97% of Illinois taxpayers will
pay the same or a lower rate than they pay now and even the top

Fair Tax Event sponsors: Eleanor Taylor, Wise-Up, Alyce Barry, OPAL,
Kathy Tate-Bradish, LWVE and Heather Norborg, Evanston Public Library

•

•

income earners will pay lower rates than some of our neighbors
in Iowa and Minnesota.
Millionaires won’t leave the state because of taxes. No matter
what we read in editorials about taxes, people actually leave
states for several other reasons: jobs in another state, family
reasons, weather or housing prices. In the years following
California’s 2013 change to the highest top marginal tax rate
in the country, the state saw a net IN-migration of millionaires.
There simply isn’t a correlation with taxes.
A graduated rate state income tax won’t hurt the economy. To
the contrary, states like Minnesota, which have raised their top
marginal rates, have reduced unemployment and increased
state revenues.

Please support a YES vote for the fair tax constitutional
amendment. Tell your friends and neighbors and invite the
League to make a presentation to groups in your network.
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are getting shorter and the holiday
season is approaching. The League
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offers two holiday activities aimed
at bringing members together,
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recognizing the season and also
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reflecting the many ways in which we
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gather — connect with old and new
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friends and promote our mission.

Treasurer Betty Hayford

The first event centers on good cheer and building fellowship. LWVE board
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members, Mark Tendam and Karen Hunt, are planning our annual holiday
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reception for Wednesday, December 11 at Mark’s home. This will be a festive

Observer Corps Facilitator Jessie Feldman

occasion for meeting league friends and making new ones. Later in the month,

Development Chair Karen Hunt

December 14 and December 20, League members have a chance to wrap
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books for shoppers in our two local book stores. Eileen Lowery will coordinate

Communications Chair Katie O’Neil

shifts so league members can provide a service to shoppers and raise funds

Members-at-Large
Candice Dalrymple
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to support League efforts. Specifics about these fun events are described
elsewhere in this issue.
The new year will bring heightened political activity and opportunities for us to
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ramp up voter registration efforts and sponsor candidate forums. One major part

Chair Jennifer O’Neil

of our Local Program for 2019-2020 relates to climate action. Our commitment

Member Geri Sizemore

to this issue is reported in this and all issues of Intercom in the feature Climate
Corner. Board member, Candice Dahlrymple, is providing us with suggestions for
actions we can take in response to our growing understanding of the impact of
climate change. And, on January 15, 2020 Kumar Jensen, Evanston Sustainability
Coordinator, will speak at our lunch program.
While League members recognize the importance of voting, we also know it is
a complicated process. Jennifer O’Neil and her committee are setting up focus
groups to probe reasons young voters may decide not to vote and will follow up
with research and analysis identifying ways to reach out and encourage reluctant
voters. At the same time, the local government group is educating itself about
a voter initiative being considered in Evanston promoting referenda as a more
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regular and influential aspect of Evanston government. Government by popular

MISSION STATEMENT

referendum generates both praise and criticism and LWVE needs to be prepared

The League of Women Voters, a

to lead a community discussion on its merits — before it appears on a ballot.
League members love to talk about politics and we have a strong record of
informed action as well. We encourage all of you to reach out and join one or
more of these projects. We welcome your participation!

LWVE Executive Committee: Julianne Dieterich, VP for Communications;
Mary Kelly, VP for Membership; Lois Taft, Secretary

League of Women Voters of Evanston

encourages informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major public
policy issues and influences public policy through
education and advocacy.

— Betty Hayford, Treasurer
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EYES ON CITY COUNCIL
— by Betty Hayford
The regular city council meeting
on October 28 adjourned at 12:25
AM. That was far later than most
meetings, and one of the most
complex topics on the agenda,
discussion on the proposed
FY2020 budget, was postponed
until November. If you were
unable to attend this meeting you
can watch the discussion online or
read the regular observer report prepared by members of the LWVE
local government group on our League’s web site at lwve.org.
The budget was presented in early October and has been discussed
at several public meetings and ward meetings. League observers will
be at other city council discussions and the anticipated council vote at
the end of November. The outlines are clear and aldermen generally
seem comfortable with the proposals.
The proposed budget is balanced and includes no program cuts
or layoffs, avoiding a repeat of last year’s contentious discussions.
It includes one important organizational change — proposing to
consolidate offices that provide social services to Evanston residents
in a newly configured Human Services Department. In addition, funds
for human services will be collected in a new human services levy,
separate from the general fund levy. This reflects a shift in levies,
and only a modest increase in total taxation, but it clarifies, and, to
some extent, protects these important programs for the most at risk
Evanstonians. LWVE has long advocated for the importance of these
programs and closely followed the work of the Mental Health Board
which distributes funds to Evanston’s service agencies.

Human Services, Administration and Public Works and Planning
and Development. In past years, observers attended the Economic
Development Committee and noted its evolution to a more explicit set
of guidelines and expectations for evaluating its assistance programs.
We have followed developments of the Equity and Empowerment
Commission since its inception two years ago.
Observing long meetings can be tedious, but being present for
these discussions helps us understand how aldermen wrestle with
the priorities for economic development, how city staff work to clarify
financial concerns for aldermen with limited fiscal experience and how
residents from different neighborhoods characterize their concerns to
win support. Attending meetings helps us navigate the city’s web site
to get the details of a proposal or the justifications for an unpopular
decision. Writing up reports forces observers to think precisely about
the most important decisions or interactions. Members of local
government compare notes on meeting discussions as we determine
whether the League should weigh in on a pending ordinance.
Additional observers are always needed and we encourage more of
you to join us. Most observers volunteer once or twice a month and
substitutes are available to accommodate travel or other absences.
The LWVE provides training and encouragement. If you would like
to know more about how Evanston government works or how your
alderman reflects your views, please contact Jessie Feldman at
jessie23tf@gmail.com.

In addition to a modest increase in the property tax, new revenues
include an increase in parking fees and taxes on recreational cannabis
which is expected to be available in Evanston in January. The increase
in parking fees was approved a year ago, but many aldermen are
uneasy with it and may seek to review that decision. The budget also
proposes to hold open some vacant positions in the Police and Fire
Departments.
At council, Hitesh Desai, Chief Financial Officer of the city, explained
the budget and has attended several ward meetings. He emphasized
that although many home owners have received new assessments
significantly higher than before, his staff believes the actual tax
increases will be much smaller because of a shift in assessing
residential and commercial property. The size of any tax increase can’t
be known until the bills arrive.
To carry out the League’s mission to engage citizens in their
government, the local government group keeps an eye on key city
bodies like city council and standing committees including Rules,
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LWVE HOLIDAY GATHERING
Join us for warm fire, hot mulled wine
and scorching dialogue!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
6:30 to 8:30 PM
Hosted by Karen Hunt & Mark Tendam
The street address for the location will be
provided for those who RSVP that they plan
to attend. Please RSVP by December 4 to
LWVEvanston@gmail.com
Please bring your in-kind donations of new and
gently used clothing to benefit the YWCA
Evanston/Northshore through sale at its Encore
& More resale shop in Wilmette plus, full-size
toiletries and household items for the YWCA’s
women’s shelter. For more information and a list
of in-kind donations for the YWCA, visit
www.ywca-ens.org/in-kind

PFAS ARE HAZARDOUS TO OUR WATER SUPPLY
— by Elizabeth Kinney

regions of Michigan. One such
plume has fouled an estimated 13

The annual meeting of League

trillion gallons of ground water.

of Women Voters Lake Michigan

Agricultural wastes have polluted

Region (LWVLMR) was held on

drinking water at thousands of sites

October 25 and 26, 2019 in Lakeside,

in Michigan, as contamination from

Michigan. LWVLMR is an Inter-

leaking storage tanks and industrial

League Organization made up of

facilities continue to be discovered.

48 local Leagues within the Lake
Michigan watershed and regional

PFAS are groups of chemicals

planning areas and four state

formerly used in thousands of

Leagues. It is an integral part of

applications

throughout

the

and operates under the natural resources position of the League

industrial, food and textile industries. They have been used in

of Women Voters of the United States. LWVLMR promotes political

non-stick cookware, water-repellant clothing, stain resistant fabrics

responsibility through informed and active participation of citizens

and carpets, cosmetics, firefighting foams and products that resist

and acts on selected governmental issues affecting the Lake Michigan

grease, water and oil. Slow to break down in the environment,

watershed. LWVLMR does not support or oppose any political party

PFAS are highly soluble and can easily migrate through soil into

or candidate but it does advocate for and testify on water issues

the groundwater.

(www.lwvlmr.org). Membership in LWVLMR is automatic when you
join a local League in one of the member states — Illinois, Indiana,

PFAS are chemically complex, often composed of thousands of

Michigan and Wisconsin.

compounds. They are difficult to test for, requiring special sampling,
analysis and special labs. They are found in landfills and can pass

Last year LWVLMR held 37 public education events and posted

through water treatment facilities. Unlike PCBs, they are highly

events by other Leagues on its website. And upon request, it provides

mobile and, unlike organic solvents, they are highly stable.

speakers for local Leagues
As to the regulatory history, the Toxic Substance Control Act of 1976
In terms of advocacy last year, most of its work was through the Healing

grandfathered in many PFAS. However, in 2005, the EPA designated

Our Waters Coalition which included lobbying in Washington, D.C.

PFAS as likely carcinogenic. In May 2018, the EPA conducted a

and getting LWVUS approval to “sign on” to seven letters, such as

summit and hearings to begin regulatory development, however,

one opposing EPA’s proposed dilution of the Clean Water Act and

nothing has been done yet.

another supporting funding for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.
In November 2017, Governor Snyder (R-MI) created a Michigan PFAS
The focus of the presentations at the annual meeting was on ground

Action Response Team “to ensure a comprehensive, cohesive and

water and polyfluoroalkyl and perfluoroalkyl substances, known as

timely response to the continued mitigation of” PFAS sites across

PFAS. Liz Kirkwood, Executive Director of FLOW (For Love of Water)

the state. In January 2018, the Department of Environmental Quality

spoke about ground water. She pointed out that about 42% of the

established a legally enforceable cleanup standard for two PFAS

water in the Great Lakes comes from underground sources. The

chemicals, PFOS and PFOA. In December 2017, the legislature

volume of ground water in the Great Lakes watershed is roughly equal

appropriated $23.2 million as a first step toward dealing with PFAS

to the volume of Lake Huron. It is often overlooked because it is out of

and other contamination issues. The funding has supported extensive

sight but it is a great asset and life-giving resource. In Michigan about

testing and studies. As a result, in 2019 an action plan was developed

45% of the state’s population depends on groundwater as its source

and draft rules for seven PFAS compounds were issued in October 2019.

of drinking water. Of the 50 states, only Michigan lacks a statewide

These rules should be finalized in April 2020. According to Suzanne

law protecting ground water from septic problems. Michigan also

Dixon, a LVWLMR Board member from Michigan, the populations at

has over 3000 ground water sites that are so contaminated that

most risk with these contaminants are the elderly, people with immune

state law bars their further use. Giant plumes – waves of chemical

disorders and young children. After learning about the dangers of

contaminants moving in ground water – are spreading across several

PFAS, it would seem time to take action in Illinois!
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FOR ETHS STUDENTS
— by Elizabeth Kinney

for both college and career.
ETHS, which has about 3500

On October 15, 2019, Shelley

students, gives each incoming

Gates,

chair,

student a Career Pathways Study

Careers and Technical Education

Guide which links courses with

Department

possible careers.

department
at

Evanston

Township High School (ETHS)
spoke to the League’s members

Gates works with the Mayor’s

about career opportunities for

Employer Advisory Council. Sixty-

ETHS students. Her focus is on

five companies participate on the

providing choices for all students,

Council. The Youth Job Center

not just those planning to attend

also works with ETHS and the

college. (About 20% of ETHS

Mayor’s Council to help students

graduates do not go on to a
4-year college.) She pointed out

find their own career path.
Speaker, Shelley Gates and Betty Hayford, LWVE Board Member

Evanston has a metal fabrication

that the idealization in recent years of getting a B.A. degree has led

plant, Ward Manufacturing, which hires students as apprentices

to students not considering other important options. She pointed

learning tool and die work. Both Evanston hospitals work with ETHS

out that many students leave college with large debts. In fact, in the

in placing students in positions which do not require a college

United States more than three million senior citizens are still paying

degree. Gates’ department seeks to place students in positions in

off student loans!

which they can succeed and avoid the feeling of failure if college is
not a good fit for them. She said that many students say that they are

At this time, there is a national epidemic of “floundering” among

taking a “gap” year either to save money or to avoid the stigma of

young people in their 20s. Consequently, it is more important than

not going to college. Her focus is on a career “lattice” not “ladder”.

ever for students to fully understand their options. For example,

Soon ETHS will be working more closely with Oakton Community

some may flourish by having an apprenticeship in a construction

College which is opening a campus in Evanston.

trade or on-the-job training. In her view, schools need to go beyond
academics and provide students with opportunities for career

Gates pointed out that the career planning process begins with each

exploration. The Illinois legislature recognized this need, passing

student understanding their interests and abilities — stressing that it

legislation in 2015 requiring that students be better prepared

is very important for students is to make a career plan and celebrate it!

IT’S A WRAP SESSION WITH LWVE FRIENDS! CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!
Gift-wrapping season is almost here and the League is once again planning

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14

to wrap books for customers of Evanston’s two book stores, Barnes & Noble

Bookends & Beginnings

and Bookends & Beginnings. It’s a great opportunity to increase the LWVE’s

1712 Sherman Avenue (Alley)

visibility, provide a kindness to harried holiday shoppers and FUN FOR US!

Evanston

Our wrapping services are free of charge to book purchasers, so there will be
a large LWVE donation jar displayed prominently on the table. The stores will
provide the paper, tape, table and chairs. The League provides ribbons and
bows! There are many choices of dates and time shifts which are either 1.5
hours or 2 hours with two volunteers at each shift.
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Noon - 1:30 PM
1:30 – 3:00 PM
3:00 - 5:00 PM
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20
Barnes & Noble
1630 Sherman Avenue

If you would like to participate in this festive activity, please check the

Evanston

schedule to the right and contact Eileen Lowery at e.m.lowery1@gmail.com

9:00 – 11:00 AM

or 773-882-1637 to let her know which shift you prefer. You’re welcome to

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

bring a friend, partner or relative to wrap with you.

1:00 – 3:00 PM

League of Women Voters of Evanston
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EVANSTON WOMEN’S HISTORY PROJECT
— by Lori Osborne, Director, Frances Willard House
Museum and Evanston Women’s History Project
Community partners are planning a series of
events during the next year leading up to a festive
celebration in Fountain Square on August 26, 2020
— the 100th anniversary of the 19th amendment
— giving women the right to vote. The Evanston
History Center will sponsor several talks and an
exhibition featuring the role of Evanston women
in the suffrage movement. In April, a local group
will present suffrage songs and recitations. The
Evanston Public Library will sponsor a suffrage film
festival and the annual EvanstonHistory Center
Mother’s Day House Walk will feature women’s
history sites.
WOMEN’S VOTE 100 EVANSTON —
COMMEMORATION PLAN

On September 20th, LWVE joins ETHS
students and other groups for the Fountain

Evanston women were integral to the local, state

Square participation in the national

and national women’s suffrage movements. A group

demonstration demanding action against
climate change.

of community partners (listed below) has gathered
to plan for this anniversary. Our goal is not simply
to celebrate, but activate. We recognize that voting
restrictions existed long after the 19th Amendment
was ratified — and still exist today.
We will commemorate this significant milestone in women’s history remembering that a central
and ongoing question in democratic societies is citizenship and who is a citizen. Our goal is to
tell the story of the long struggle for women’s right to vote and promote understanding of the
importance of citizenship.

CALLS TO ACTION

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

PARTICIPATE! Use your citizenship!

City of Evanston

REGISTER to vote, get educated, vote!

Downtown Evanston

GET COUNTED in the 2020 U.S. Census!

Evanston Community Foundation

PROTECT voting our rights!

Evanston History Center

CITIZENSHIP IS WELL WORTH FIGHT!

Evanston Made

REMEMBER TO RENEW
YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Our office staff are anxiously
awaiting your renewal
applications and checks. Let’s
keep them busy for the next
few weeks. You may also renew
online at www.lwve.org

Evanston Public Library

Additional information can be found
at the following state and national sites:

Evanston Women’s History Project

League of Women Voters of Illinois
lwvil.org

League of Women Voters

Frances Willard House Museum
North Shore Convention
and Visitor’s Bureau

State of llinois
suffrage2020illinois.org
Votes for Women —
National Centennial Commission
womensvote100.org 2020centennial.org

Shorefront
Woman’s Club of Evanston
YWCA Evanston/North Shore

EVANSTON WOMEN’S HISTORY PROJECT
www.evanstonwomen.org

#WomensVote100

#WomensVote100Evanston
League of Women Voters of Evanston
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CARP AT ONE YEAR
A year ago, the City of Evanston passed its
Climate Action and Resilience Plan (CARP)
to address climate change issues facing
the Great Lakes region and Evanston. The
plan envisions an environmentally friendly
Evanston by 2050, in which the city is
carbon neutral, has achieved a zero waste
strategy and has equitably distributed
green infrastructure throughout the city.
Kumar Jensen, Evanston’s Sustainability
Coordinator, will report on the first year’s
progress at the LWVE January 15, 2020 lunch at Three Crowns Park.
(Look for an eblast with more information closer to the event.)

CLIMATE
CORNER

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 ~ 9:30 AM–12:30 PM
LWVIL AFFORDABLE HOUSING WORKSHOP
Shriver Center for Poverty Law
67 E. Madison Street, Chicago. RSVP at LWVIL.org
MONDAY, DECEMBER 9 ~ 9:30–11:30 AM
LLWVIL PEOPLE POWER AND FAIR MAP TRAINING
332 S. Michigan Avenue, Suite 634, Chicago. RSVP: LWVIL.org
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11 ~ 6:30–8:30 PM
LWVE HOLIDAY RECEPTION
Home of Mark Tendam & Neal Moglin, Evanston
See page 3 for details.
LWVE HOLIDAY GIFT WRAPPING EVENTS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 ~ 12 NOON–5:00 PM
Bookends & Beginnings
1712 Sherman Avenue (Alley), Evanston
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 ~ 9:30 AM–3:00 PM
Barnes & Nobel
1630 Sherman Avenue, Evanston
Information: Ellen Lowery e.m.lowery@gmail.com
See page 5 for details.

LEAVE THE LEAVES!
Meanwhile, it’s leaf collecting time
and here is a “news you can use” idea
to contribute to Evanston’s goal of
reducing waste of all kinds. Every fall,
armies of leaf blowing squads spread
out over the city to collect leaves and
take them to a local landfill, in the
process, contributing to air and noise
pollution, increased electricity and gas
use for leaf blowers, more landfill costs
— all the while releasing methane,
a powerful greenhouse gas, into the
atmosphere. But there is another way:
leave the leaves!

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15 ~ 11:45 AM
PROGRESS OF EVANSTON’S CLIMATE ACTION
AND RESILIENCE PLAN (CARP)
Speaker: Kumar Jensen, Evanston Chief Sustainability Officer
Three Crowns Park, 2323 McDaniel Avenue, Evanston
$20 at the door. Please reserve by January 12 to LWVE office.
See article to the left for details.

Leaves are a natural mulch and fertilizer that improve soil health.
While they have to be cleared from sidewalks for safety reasons,
piling them around shrubs and flower beds can provide great
compost for landscaping. Piling them in wind-protected areas
of your yard provides habitat for butterflies, bees, beetles and
native ladybugs that overwinter. Seed heads and berries are often
interspersed within the leaves offering a food supply for birds in
cold weather. The National Wildlife Federation advises against
shredding leaves since small creatures attach to them and avoiding
leaf blowing if possible because it’s like sandblasting to emerging
insects — not to mention a source of terrifying noise to birds and
mind-numbing frustration for people.
Why do leaves piled in landfills produce methane, but composted
yard waste avoids that negative impact? Find an explanation here.
And here is an upcoming climate action event for your consideration.
Join Climate Reality’s Rachel Rosner, Citizens’ Greener Evanston
and fellow Evanstonians for 24 Hours of Reality: Truth in Action, a
presentation followed by panel discussion tackling the climate crisis
on a local level. Mark your calendar for Wednesday, November 20,
6:30-7:30 PM at the Morton Civic Center, room 2402.
If you have suggestions for future Climate Corner pieces, please
contact Candice Dalrymple at cdalrymple@jhu.edu
— Candice Dalrymple, LWVE Climate Action Issue Leader

UPCOMING EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 ~ 11:45 AM
VOTING RIGHTS:
CITIZENSHIP AS FOUNDATION FOR RIGHTS
Speaker: Richard Sobel, Northwestern University
Three Crowns Park, 2323 McDaniel Avenue, Evanston
$20 at the door. Please reserve by February 9 at LWVE office.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
LWVIL 100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
In Chicago. Details to be announced.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 ~ 9:00 AM–3:30 PM
LWVIL ISSUES BRIEFING
Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU)
5500 N. St. Louis Avenue, Chicago (new location)
Details to be announced.

— LWVE BOARD MEETINGS —
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8 ~ 7:00 PM
and WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 ~ 7:00 PM
Evanston Civic Center, 2100 Ridge, Evanston, Room 2404
Members are always welcome to observe.
Email lwvepresident1@gmail.com for advance materials.
Unless otherwise indicated, please RSVP for events to:
LWVEvanston@gmail.com or 847.859.7883
www.lwve.org click on Calendar. Follow us on Facebook.
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