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HOLY COMMUNION 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 28, 2024 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for 
God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the 
church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ 
actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we 
gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, 
freeing us to follow Jesus. 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
PRELUDE: 
 8:00 am:  Prelude on With the Lord Begin Your Task Hansen (piano solo) 

 10:30 am: With the Lord Begin Your Task Weber 
Augustus Handbell Choir 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE) 
Stand 
HYMN: With the Lord Begin Your Task  

Printed on the next page. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Kneel/Stand 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
O God, you know that we cannot withstand the dangers which surround us. 
Strengthen us in body and spirit so that, with your help, we may be able to 
overcome the weakness that our sin has brought upon us; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son our Lord. 

 
C Amen. 
 
Sit 
Later service only: 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 
Sit 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the 
law for the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here 
Moses assures the people that God will continue to guide them through prophets 
who will proclaim the divine word. 

A A reading from Deuteronomy. 
[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you 
requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you 
said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this 
great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they 
have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own 
people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them 
everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the 
prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet 
who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a 
word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Later service only: 
PSALM 111 (The congregation’s verses are in bold face type.) 
 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation. 
 2Great are the deeds | of the LORD! 
  They are studied by all who de- | light in them. 
 3His work is full of majes- | ty and splendor, 
  and his righteousness en- | dures forever. 
 4He makes his marvelous works to | be remembered; 
  the LORD is gracious and full | of compassion.  
 5He gives food to | those who fear him; 
  he is ever mindful | of his covenant. 
 6He has shown his people the power | of his works 
  in giving them the lands | of the nations. 
 7The works of his hands are faithful- | ness and justice; 
  all his command- | ments are sure. 
 8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  because they are done in | truth and equity.  
 9He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his cove- | nant forever; 
  holy and awesome | is his name. 
 10The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom; 
  those who act accordingly have a good understanding. His praise en- |  

dures forever.  
 
 
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in 
Christ as license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging 
example to other, impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to 
each other that their behavior does not cause another to sin. 

A A reading from First Corinthians. 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to 
know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who 
loves God is known by him. 
 4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the 
world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there 
may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and 
many lords—6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and 
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for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and 
through whom we exist. 
 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become 
so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food 
offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not 
bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if 
we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, 
eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be 
encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge 
those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin 
against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you 
sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat 
meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The congregation sings the Acclamation. 

 
 
The choir sings the Verse. 

 
The people who sat in darkness have seen | a great light; 
for those who sat in the shadow of death | light has dawned. 
 
The congregation repeats the Acclamation. 
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GOSPEL Mark 1:21-28 
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they 
recognize Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these 
forces to leave and people are amazed at his authority. 

P The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he 
entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in 
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you 
to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come 
out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, 
came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, 
“What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the 
surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
SERMON Pastor Weleck 
 
Stand 
Later service only: 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

Printed on the next page. 
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Stand 
The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 
APOSTLES CREED 
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly 

baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our 
growth in grace.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase 

of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and 
among peoples.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of 

war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, 
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day 
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts... 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and 

especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete 
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Worshippers do not greet one another. The service continues with the Offertory. 
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.  
OFFERTORY 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks: 

 
 
The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE: 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the minister continues with 
the preface for the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
The assembly sings the SANCTUS: 
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The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther 
himself composed specifically for this purpose. 
P IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED, 

OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS; 
BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING: 
TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY + BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 

AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS, 
AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING: 
THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY + BLOOD, 
SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

C Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 
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Sit  
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
R Amen. 
 
We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and 
substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We 
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another 
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing 
to come forward for a blessing.  
 
Music during Communion: 
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 
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Later service only: 
ANTHEM: Covenant of Thy Steadfast Love Powell 
 
O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like thee in heaven or on earth; 
who keeps his covenant, and showeth mercy to his servants 
who walk before him with all their hearts. 
May thine eyes be opened on this house day and night, 
upon the place where thou hast put thy name; 
to hearken to the prayer which thy servant prayeth in this place. 
 
 © 2017 St. James Music Press.  Reprinted and podcast under SJMP License 12372. 
 
 
Stand 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, 
that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. 
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 
in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 
BLESSING (BENEDICTION) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

Printed on the next page. 
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OFFERING 
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.  
 
POSTLUDE: Toccata on With the Lord Begin Your Task Stellhorn 
 

+ + + 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License # SAS017622. 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain. 
 

+ + + 
 
The Christmas Cycle celebrates the events surrounding Christ’s coming — the 
prophecies, his birth, his manifestation (epiphany) to the Gentiles, and his baptism 
— through the Advent season, the Christmas season, and the Epiphany season. 
 
On Sundays for which the color is green, it is appropriate to omit either the 
Kyrie or the Hymn of Praise, reserving both together for festival seasons. 
 
The liturgical color green, symbolic of growth, is used for the season after 
Epiphany and after Pentecost. 

+ + + 
Worship Assistants 
Ushers: Scott Halteman, Karl Stefan, Dick Allebach, and Brooke Rush 
Elevator Attendant: Mike Taylor 
Lector:  
Communion Assistant: Sonya Sowards 
Acolyte: Colin Smith Crucifer: Graham Anderson 
Altar Guild: Becky Quirk 
Offering Tabulation: Shane Elison, Alison Fishell and John Kochel 
The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by Rich and Dot 
Opperman in memory of loved ones. 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Janet Rhoads in memory of 
loved ones. 

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mrs. Nancee Clelland in 
memory of loved ones 
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Pasta Buffet Dinner at Augustus on February 3rd 

You, your family, and friends are invited to a delicious meal of Penne Pasta with 
Meat Sauce, Spaghetti, a variety of Soups, Salad, Fruit and home-made desserts in 
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, February 3, 2024.  Dinner will be served between 5 
p.m. and 7 p.m.  Reservations are not necessary, and you may arrive at your 
convenience.  There is no cost for the meal; however, you may donate towards the 
Augustus Soup Kitchen Outreach.  There will also be information for anyone who 
wants to learn more about volunteering for the Soup Kitchen.  We serve lunch to 
the needy on the second Wednesday of every month at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Norristown.  Plan now to drop-in for dinner at Augustus on February 3rd 
to support this important outreach and to enjoy the fellowship. 

SOUP SALES!!  The Sr. High Youth Group soup sales have begun! Proceeds will 
be used to fund Sr. Youth programs including their summer mission trip. Soup 
Sales will be held after both services on February 18 and March 17. If you haven’t 
tried any of their soups, this is the time to do it! They always get rave reviews! 

2024 Congregational Meeting Part 1: Please plan to attend the Annual Meeting 
of the Congregation on February 11, 2024 following the 10:30 am service. 
Committee reports will be presented during this meeting. All members are 
encouraged to attend. 

Pancake Supper: Put our annual Pancake Supper on your calendar for Tuesday, 
February 13, 2024. The Sr. Youth Group will prepare their delicious pancake 
supper with all the trimmings! This dinner is free and open to the public. Donations 
will be accepted in support of Youth programs.  

Ash Wednesday Service: Can you believe Lent is right around the corner? The 
Ash Wednesday Service will take place on Wednesday, February 14, 2024 at 7:00 
pm. The Confirmation Students will participate in this meaningful service to mark 
the beginning of this most holy season.  

New Newsletter Delivery Coming! Beginning in February 2024, our church 
newsletter will be delivered via e-mail. If you don’t think we have your e-mail 
address, please drop a line to office@augustustrappe.org to get on the list! If you 
don’t use e-mail, please call the church office to let Karen know that you would 
like to continue receiving your newsletter in the mail.  


