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WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
Welcome to the new season.  Will it have surprises in store for us or will the favourites win everything?
In the Premier League, Doubles title holders Geoffroy Buffetrille & James Rondel will be hoping to make it back to back title wins with Geoffroy hoping to make it three in a row, but they will have to contend with Jake Romeril & Ross Payne who have won the title three times already or will Matt Pinel & Toby Northern finally shed their runners up tag and take the title.
But are they the only three or could Alan Oliveira & Craig Kelly bring back the glory days having won the title in the first Winter season 2011-2012 or, David Ibitson & Matt Ryan who won it in the Winter 2012-2013 Season.

Or could it be a first win for Alice & Brigitte Ibitson, David Le Gresley & Paul Bell, Alan Mitchel & Mike Robinson, Helene Retrosi & Neil Selby, Callum & Cassie Stewart or are they more likely to be fighting relegation?

Division 1 favourites should be Brian Harris & Paul Le Moine who drop down from the Premier League having been relegated last winter, but some new partnerships as well as other experience teams could see some surprises this season.
Colin Myers & Steve Simpkin will be looking at making it back to back titles having won Division 1 title in the summer.  Laurent Pellaton probably 2019’s star player & Matt Hutchings but also Keith Pinel is teaming up with Grantez team mate Graeme Follain who have had a lot of successes together.

Gary Cowburn & Wendy Ritzema and John McGaw & Nick Pallot could spring a few surprises as could Alex & Jean Stewart playing together again.

Could be tough a season for Branden De La Haye & Tim Jackson or they could become the Leicester City of Petanque!!!

SINGLES
Well this season could be wide open in the Premier League as both Summer champion Andrew Bellamy-Burt and Matt Pinel are taking a break so on paper (or rankings) current winter champion Geoffroy Buffetrille should be favourite but four other top ten ranked players are in the Premier League in Neil Selby, Callum Stewart, Matt Buesnel and Ross Payne.  Will one of these take the title?
Or will the 2012 -2013 champion and last winter’s runner up Matt Ryan take it.  Not forgetting Toby Northern who has won 3 winter titles (5 in total) 2011-12, 2014-15 and 2016-17.

Newly promoted Laurent Pellaton will have gained a lot from playing in the Premier League in the summer and will be hopeful of making headway this time round.  Paul Bell and Brigitte Ibitson are playing in the Premier League for the first time and Andrew Limbrick and James Gennoe, how will they fair making the step up?

Division 1

This division see’s Brian Harris aim for another promotion as he along with Keith Pinel and Alice Ibitson were relegated.  

So a very strong line up with anyone above able to win the title, who would you go for?

Cassie Stewart, Mo De Gruchy and Matt Hutchings making up the field.  Chris Le Gallais also will be dusting off his singles skills re-joining this season.  Jean Stewart, Lorna Limbrick, Daniel Villalard, Tim Jackson, Branden De La Haye and Stephen Stoneman will be trying to spring a surprise or two.  

SEASON STARTS SATURDAY 26TH OCTOBER 2019 
AT 10AM - DOUBLES LEAGUE
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WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   1 – 26TH October 2019

DOUBLES LEAGUE
Welcome to the new season and what a start for Alice & Brigitte Ibitson who have played two matches already, winning both.  
This weeks scheduled match was against David Le Gresley & Paul Bell with the first game going down to the wire 13 – 11, but the second one was much easier, on paper any way 13 – 5.  They also played their match against Helene Retrosi & Neil Selby early winning this one convincingly 13 – 6, 13 – 3.

A shock result in week one as Alan Mitchel & Mike Robinson beat David Ibitson & Matt Ryan for three big points.

The Winter 2018-2019 Champions Geoffroy Buffetrille & James Rondel started off in great style in the first game against Ross Payne & Jake Romeril winning 13 – 3.  Unfortunately though they lost the second game 13 – 6 so start the season off with a draw.

In Division 1 there was only one match played as Alex & Jean Stewart outscored Laurent Pellaton & Matt Hutchings by two points in a draw so top the table.
 NEXT WEEK

-
2nd November 2019 - SINGLES LEAGUE
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WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   2 – 2nd November 2019

SINGLES LEAGUE
What a wet start to the Singles League and with strong winds made for very difficult playing conditions.

Pre-Season favourite Geoffroy, got off to the best possible start with two wins, against Alex and Toby but he is in 2nd place behind Neil who also has two wins over Paul and David, but the latter was a match played in advance as Neil lost to doubles team mate Ross.

Premier League newcomer James Gennoe, drew with Matt Ryan in a 13 – 12, 12 – 13 result and then also drew with Ross for a good start to the season.

David Ibitson also drew two with good results against Matt Buesnel and Callum Stewart but having lost the advance match to Neil has a big point deficit.

Alex lost his second match against Matt Ryan meaning he is bottom after one week also with a big point deficit.

Brigitte Ibitson had a great start to the season taking all three points against Paul and then drawing with Laurent.  Laurent also drawing an advance match against Paul.

Division 1 saw the expected good start for experienced player Brian Harris who overcame Daniel and Branden to take maximum points.  Alice Ibitson also won her first match as these two will fight it out for the title with a few others.

Cassie beat Mo for maximum points and Mo beat Daniel who has had a tough start to the season.

Matt Hutchings beat Branden in a match played in advance meaning Brandon has lost all three so far, the only way is up.

 NEXT WEEK

-
9th November 2019 - DOUBLES LEAGUE
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WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   3 – 9th November 2019

DOUBLES LEAGUE
Wet wet wet so far ths season as the horrendous down pour made for incredibly difficult conditions.

Two teams coping really well though is Alice & Brigitte and Alan & Mike both on 100% record before this weekend but played each other and no surprises as it was a close match ending in a draw.  Alice & Brigitte remaining top having played a match more but looking really good this season.

Current champions Geoffroy & James got their first win of the season with two 13-6 wins over Callum & Cassie to move up to second place above Alan & Mike and Neil & Helene on points difference.

Neil & Helene got their first win in the Premier League with a good performance against the experience pair of Alan & Craig.

Matt & Toby got their campaign off to a great start beating Matt & David.  The first game won with a for point end after Matts Carreaux gave himself and Toby 4 points to win 13 – 2 followed by a 13 – 9 win.  Matt& David now bottom having lost their first two matches and -25 points difference.

Only one match played in Division 1 as two promotion hopefuls played out a good draw, although Keith & Graeme were close to winning the match just losing the first game 13 – 11 to Laurent & Matt.
NEXT WEEK

-
16th November 2019 - SINGLES LEAGUE

Club email address
-
liberationpc@gmail.com
Club Website

-
www.liberationpetanque.co.uk
Kind Regards

Toby Northern

Chairman

Liberation Petanque Club
WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   4 – 16th November 2019

SINGLES LEAGUE
The 3rd and 4th fixtures were played this weekend so a lot of points up for grabs and no easy matches in either division.

Geoffroy played his Island Doubles champion partner Matt Buesnel, in what should have been a close match.  It certainly was with the scores 13 – 11 and 13 – 12, but both in favour of Matt who inflicted Geoffroy’s first defeat in 11 matches and Matt now leads the way on 10 points after also beating Alex in a match played in advance.

Geoffroy then drew with Callum who is undefeated so far.

Paul has been struggling so far with just two draws from 5 matches but one was this week with a good result against fellow Premier League newcomer James.

Top of the table going into this week was Neil who had played David in advance with a convincing win too, who also played Laurent currently without a win.  This ended in a draw, Laurent’s third one in a row meaning Neil lost top spot to Matt Buesnel.

Andrew lost to Matt Buesnel and Toby in catch up matches.  

Premier League - Outstanding Matches

Week 1

Laurent Pellaton



v


Callum Stewart

Week 3

Alex Stewart



v


Toby Northern

Matt Ryan




v


Ross Payne

Andrew Limbrick



v


Callum Stewart

Brigitte Ibitson



v


David Ibitson


Week 4

Ross Payne



v


Alex Stewart

Matt Buesnel



v


Toby Northern

Paul Bell




v


Matt Ryan

Laurent Pellaton



v


James Gennoe

Brigitte Ibitson



v


Andrew Limbrick

In Division 1 we saw Keith play his first match against Matt Hutchings in a catch up match, which was close but Keith made it count when it mattered to start with a win.

Matt though did beat Lorna to make up for it with two wins from four matches.

Two of the top Division 1 players were pegged back by up and coming Tim, who held both Brian and Alice to draws and they both dropped their first points of the season.  Alice did though beat Lorna, but only just as the second game went to 12.

Chris Le Gallais got his season off to a good start with a draw against Daniel before winning his second match against Branden who is looking favourite for the wooden spoon with four defeats from four so far.

Division 1 - Outstanding Matches

Week 1

Keith Pinel




v


Lorna Limbrick

Week 2
Tim Jackson



v


Lorna Limbrick

Chris Le Gallais



v


Cassie Stewart

Week 3

Jean Stewart



v


Cassie Stewart

Brandon De La Haye


v


Mo De Gruchy

Week 3

Keith Stewart



v


Cassie Stewart
Daniel Villalard



v


Jean Stewart

NEXT WEEK

-
23rd November 2019 - DOUBLES LEAGUE
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WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   5 – 23rd November 2019

DOUBLES LEAGUE
Well, Neil and Helene are top and with a minus points difference, however they have played a match or two more than most but is points on the board that matter not matches in hand.  This was after they drew with David & Matt who scored their first point of the season with this result.

Climbing up the table is Jake and Ross who had two wins on the day, their scheduled match against Alan and Mike who suffered another defeat and Jake and Ross also won a catch-up match against David and Paul to make it 7 points from 9 and sit in second place.

Current champions Geoffroy and James also moved onto 7 points from 9 with a close win over David and Paul, just taking the first game 13 – 12.

Alan and Craig got their first point of the season with a draw against Callum & Cassie, but bth teams without a win so far.

In Division 1 Graeme & Keith take top spot with a draw against Brian & Paul and a win over Brandon & Tim in a match played in advance.  Gary and Wendy are second in the league despite playing just one match.  This was a win over Colin & Steve but very very close 13 – 12, 13 – 11.  Colin and Steve also drew with Alex & Jean.

Brian and Paul made it two draws from two with another against Laurent & Matt Hutchings who have drawn all three of theirs so far.

NEXT WEEK

-
30th November 2019 - SINGLES LEAGUE
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WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   6 – 30th November 2019

SINGLES LEAGUE
Geoffroy is back at the top of the league in his quest to defend and retain his title.  He had wins over Brigitte (her first loss in the Premier League) and Neil who suffered his second loss after a promising start to the season.

Ross moved second having played two matches less than Geoffroy after a win over Paul who is finding it tough in the Premier League.  This followed by a win over Laurent who suffered his first defeat of the season after drawing his first five matches.  Laurent will be gutted though as the second game was lost 13-12.

Laurent had previously drawn with Matt Ryan in a close match.  Matt  followed this by beating doubles team mate David to move into third place.  This was David’s second defeat of the day as James got his first win of the season.

The results above leave Andrew, David and Paul in danger of relegation, could dryer conditions also turn around their form, lets hope so for them.

The big match of the week in Division 1 was certainly Alice v Brian with both players having significant Premiership experience and so big expectations on a promotion place.  Would either player take advantage this early in the season?  The answer was yes as Alice took the win with the score line suggesting an easier match than expected.  This mean’s Jersey Petanque Club’s player of the year (Brian) is now 5 points off a promotion place in Division 1, so has some catching up to do.

Alice also beat Mo to move top of the league, but this is helped by playing a match more than her nearest rivals who are yet to drop a point.

Keith had a good chance of making it four wins from four playing two of the bottom three players in Daniel and Brandon and he did just that to move into second place.

Another player on 100% record is Jean with another win, this time over Branden who has lost all 7 matches so far.  Onwards and upwards Branden.

Mo and Tim played out a draw, which was Tim’s fifth in six matches but he took points off both Alice and Brian last time out.

Tim also played Chris who was on four points from his first two matches and another draw was the result but Tim lost the second game 13 – 12 to miss out on his first win of the season.

Mo beat Daniel in another match for a second win of the season.

Cassie had only played one match so far prior to this week with outstanding ones against Keith, Chris and Jean.  Cassie also played Matt Hutchings who was looking for his third win of the season but it was Cassie who just took the win 13 – 12, 13 - 11.  Matt also played Daniel and won this one to make it three wins and three losses so far and is now in fourth place.

Outstanding Matches – Premier League

Week 3

Alex Stewart



v


Toby Northern

Matt Ryan




v


Ross Payne

Andrew Limbrick



v


Callum Stewart

Brigitte Ibitson



v


David Ibitson


Week 4

Ross Payne



v


Alex Stewart

Matt Buesnel



v


Toby Northern

Paul Bell




v


Matt Ryan

Laurent Pellaton



v


James Gennoe

Brigitte Ibitson



v


Andrew Limbrick
Week 5

Toby Northern



v


Callum Stewart

Neil Selby




v


Andrew Limbrick
Week 6

Toby Northern



v


Brigitte Ibitson
Callum Stewart



v


Matt Buesnel

Andrew Limbrick



v


James Gennoe

Outstanding Matches – Division 1

Week 2
Chris Le Gallais



v


Cassie Stewart

Week 3

Jean Stewart



v


Cassie Stewart

Week 4

Keith Pinel




v


Cassie Stewart
Week 6

Brian Harris



v


Lorna Limbrick
NEXT WEEK

-
7TH DECEMBER 2019 – 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY DOUBLES OPEN
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Winter 2019 / 20 Season

Charity Christmas Doubles Open

Saturday 7th December 2019
A perfect 16 teams entered this year’s competition helping raise £276 towards Jersey Children’s Charity, this means we have now raised £451 this year despite having less entries than last year. 

Four rounds of matches were played before the top eight were split into the main and the plate competition.  
In round one, Harrison Marie & Percy almost beat Matt Pinel & Mark Nicol just losing out 13 – 11 after a 5 on the final end for Matt & Mark.  Another close result was Keith Pinel & Graeme Follain who just pipped Daniel & James Villalard 12 – 10.  Playing in their first Liberation competition were Christine Joshua & Dave Souter who play for St saviour’s Parish team.  They beat Gary Cowburn & Wendy Ritzema 11 – 9 who were runners up last year.
Big wins, all 13 – 4 for Jake & Ross over Tommie & Peter, Matt Buesnel & Toby over Chris & Ted (who were 4 – nil up) and Andrew Limbrick & Stephen over Martin & Mo.

Christine & Dave beat Matt & Toby 11 – 10 in round two after Toby took the coche out on the final end.  There were two 13 – 12 results as Matt & Mark survived another scare beating Andrew & Stephen and Cassie & Jean beat Chris & Ted.  

Tommie & Peter just won a timed out match against Martin & Mo 10 – 9, but there was a big win for Colin & Helene 13 – 4 over Jake & Ross and Keith & Graeme beat Brian & Paul Harris 13 – 2.

The third round saw Matt & Toby beat Cassie & Jean 11 – 10 despite conceding a four on the final end.  This was the same score line as Brian & Paul overcame Tommie & Peter.  Jake & Ross lost again, this time to Gary & Wendy.

Chris & Ted won their first game, over Harrison & Percy as did Martin & Mo, over Daniel & James.  Geoffroy & Laurent gave themselves a chance of getting through with a win over Andrew & Stephen.

The final round saw a host of teams looking for a top four spot.  Matt & Toby gave themselves a great chance by beating Gary & Wendy 13 – 0.  This proved vital as despite Geoffroy & Laurent big win 13 – 3 over Christine & Dave they finished fifth by four points on points difference to Matt & Toby.

Keith & Graeme finished top winning all four matches after they beat Matt & Mark 13 – 12.  Colin & Helene also made the top four finishing third with a win over Brian & Paul.

Making the plate competition was Andrew & Stephen after their win over Ross & Jake 13 – 2, they were joined by Cassie & Jean and Christine & David.

In the Plate competition the semi-finals were as follows:

Geoffroy Buffetrille & Laurent Pellaton 

v
Cassie & Jean Stewart

Andrew Limbrick & Stephen Leathem

v
Christine Joshua & Dave Souter

Geoffroy & Laurent won a close game 13 – 9 over Cassie & Jean to make the final as did Andrew & Stephen who handed out a 13 – 0 defeat to Christine & Dave.  The final wasn’t close though as Geoffroy & Laurent won 13 – 3 for victory in the Plate competition.

In the Main competition the semi-finals were as follows:

Ranked 1st
Keith Pinel & Graeme Follain
v
Matt Buesnel & Toby Northern
Ranked 4th
Ranked 2nd
Matt Pinel & Mark Nicol

v
Colin Myers & Helene Retrosi
Ranked 3rd 

Neither Semi-Final was close as undefeated Keith & Graeme lost out 13 – 2 to Matt & Toby with a crucial over the top boule to boule carreaux by Toby at 10-2 helping get the three points needed on that end to win.

Matt & Mark had already beaten Colin & Helene in round three 13 – 5, this time they didn’t even give them a point as Matt & Mark ran out 13 – 0 winners.

So, four of the Islands top players in the final, it was going to be close.  Although Matt & Mark lead most of the way it was never by much and with Toby pushing his own boule up to give himself and Matt three points to make it back to 10-11.  Unfortunately, on the next end Mark placed one next the coche and although Toby hit it the boule moved with the coche and despite Matt Buesnel placing next to it Mark managed to get his next boule in for the two points needed to win the match and the tournament.
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Thank you to all those who helped organise, played and donated on the day your support was amazing for a great Charity.
WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   8 – 14th December 2019

DOUBLES LEAGUE

Current Champions Geoffroy & James were looking to end the year in top spot.  They needed to beat tough opponents in Alan & Craig.  It turned out to be very close, with the first game just going in favour of the champions 13 - 12, but Alan & Craig took the second for a good draw.  Alan & Craig also drew with Matt Pinel & Toby for two good results.

Alan & Mike had started the season off well but having lost three matches already would have been hoping for a good result against David & Paul who were yet to get a point this season and they did just that with a good win to move onto 7 points.

In Division 1 two top matches saw Gary & Wendy take on Brian & Paul and a draw did neither team a favour and with Brian & Paul also drawing with Nick & John they made it four draws from four matches.

Division 1 actually has four teams who have draw every match with John & Nick with two draws and Laurent & Matt Hutchings three draws so wins can really make a big difference in this league with two thirds having been drawn so far.

Also experienced players Alex & Jean took on Branden & Tim and did get the win as did Gary & Wendy over the same pair to top Division 1 early on.

In some singles catch up matches Jean Stewart moves top in Division 1 with her fifth straight win, this time over daughter Cassie, who also drew with Chris.  It’s certainly looking interesting in Division 1.

In the Premier League Toby beat Matt Buesnel to dent his title hopes but keep his own on track.

NEXT WEEK

-
21st December 2019 – SINGLES LEAGUE
Club email address
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Toby Northern

Chairman

WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   9 – 21st December 2019

SINGLES LEAGUE
Well what a difference a day makes, especially for Ross Payne, who was in fine form with three wins and a draw, however Ross suffered two heavy defeats, first off to David Ibitson who got his first win of the season and in a catch up match Ross suffered a 13 – 0 defeat to Matt Ryan as he only scored 11 points in four games which see’s him drop out of the top three but not out of title contention.

David also got his second win of the season in a catch up match with wife Brigitte but it was close with another game going to 12.

Matt Buesnel returned to the top of the league with a win over Brigitte and a draw with Callum.  This was Callum’s fifth draw in a row this season and he is one of only two players undefeated.  Matt however lost to Toby in a catch up match played last week.

Despite Matt Ryan’s big win over Ross, he lost to Andrew Limbrick who won his first ever Premier League match, well done Andrew.  Matt Ryan in second place as a result.

James Gennoe drew his catch up match with Andrew and is the other player still undefeated, but 5 draws from six matches leaves him just off the pace of the top three.

Next Week is a Free Week so chance for some outstanding matches to be played.

Brigitte Ibitson

v

David Ibitson

Alex Stewart

v

Toby Northern

Alex Stewart

v

Ross Payne

Matt Ryan


v

Paul Bell

Andrew Limbrick

v

Neil Selby

Brigitte Ibitson

v

Toby Northern

Alex Stewart

v

Callum Stewart

Neil Selby


v

Toby Northern

Division 1 saw four matches played as Brian Harris only just took three points from his match against Mo, with the first game going to 12.  This keeps Brian’s promotion hopes alive.  

Keith Pinel lost his 100% record as he dropped points in a draw with Cassie Stewart who is five points off a top three spot and Alice Ibitson also dropped points with a draw against Chris Le Gallais who is proving a decent singles player undefeated in his first five matches.   Alice though would be disappointed having just lost the first game to 12.

Outstanding Matches

Lorna Limbrick

v

Brian Harris

Lorna Limbrick

v

Cassie Stewart

NEXT WEEK

-
28th December 2019 – FREE WEEK
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WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   10 – 28th December 2019

FREE WEEK
NEXT WEEK
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WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   11 – 4th January 2020

DOUBLES LEAGUE
A New Year and another win for Alice & Brigitte, this time over Callum & Cassie and move 4 points clear at the top of the League after James & Geoffroy drew against Alan & Mike in a match of two half’s.  The first game won by Alan & Mike 13 – 3, before James & Geoffroy recovered to take the second game 13 – 2.

David & Paul gained their first point of the season in a draw  against Matt & Toby and Alan & Craig gained their fourth draw in six matches against Matt & David.

In a catch up match John & Nick drew with Gary & Wendy in Division 1 doubles, with the latter retaining the league lead.

In a catch up singles match Neil Selby beat Andrew Limbrick to move into contention for the league title in what will be a big week next week as it’s a double fixture week so big points up for grabs.
NEXT WEEK

-
11th January 2020 – SINGLES LEAGUE
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WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   12 – 11th January 2020

SINGLES LEAGUE
The last of the double fixtures were played this weekend so a final chance to make a big impact with six points up for grabs.

There were some really big matches as well.  In Division 1 league leader Jean Stewart took on Alice Ibitson in her first match in a first v second place tie, this was a yet another win, six in a row for Jean.   Jean then took on another big promotion candidate in Brian Harris with the result this time a draw with Jean losing he 100% record, but has a three point lead over Keith Pinel.  

Keith had played Tim Jackson despite not feeling well and only just beat Tim 13 – 12, 13 – 11 and could move joint top within an outstanding match against Alice who remains third but only on points difference over Brian Harris who also beat Chris Le Gallais.

Chris did beat Mo and is just four points of a promotion place.

Cassie Stewart had a good chance of making ground but could only draw against Branden De La Haye who finally got his first point of the season, well done Branden.

Matt Hutchings was also hope to keep up the pace of the top three with a win over Tim Jackson but found the going tough as Tim got his first win of the season moving him up to 8th place.   

In the Premier League there were also some heavyweight matches as last years first and second place played each other with Matt Ryan top of the table prior to this week before playing Geoffroy Buffetrille in joint third place.  Geoffroy took the win as he switched from his usual shooting to a placing game and took a valuable three points.

Second placed Matt Buesnel took on Neil Selby who was also in contention in their first match and won with two 13 – 5 wins.

Undefeated James Gennoe took on Toby Northern in joint third place, would in be James seventh draw in eight matches?  No as James become the third player to lose their unbeaten run to Toby after Matt Buesnel and Callum Stewart.  The first game James was 5 – 0 up before going 12 – 6 down but then got it back to 12 – 12 before losing, the second game saw Toby lead 11 – 2 before James pulled off some great shots to bring it closer before ending 13 – 9.

Toby took on Matt Ryan in his second match in another huge game as the title race really hots up.  Toby took the first 13 – 7 before Matt’s placing gave him the second.

Toby also won a catch up match against Neil Selby to move to 20 points and lead the table, unfortunately for Neil the second game was to nil as he became only the second player this season to get a certificate after Ross’s loss to Matt Ryan.

Callum Stewart needed a win against Brigitte Ibitson to give him any hope of the title but found himself 10 – 0 down in the first game before a great comeback to win 13 – 11 and then took the second for a valuable three points.  Callum then played Neil but this was a draw and an important one for Neil after losing seven games in a row on the day.

David Ibitson was hoping to capitalise on his recent wins with a match against Paul Bell but Paul got a good draw especially after losing the first game 13 – 3. 

Matt Buesnel played James in his second match with the second game going to 12, but in James favour as he recovered from his loss to Toby to move to 6th place.  Despite Matt’s loss he is only three points off top spot and sits in third place.

Geoffroy took all three points off Ross Payne, to move to second and could move top with a good result in his outstanding match against James Gennoe.

Alex played Brigitte needing a win but Brigitte is placing really well this season and took the win moving above Alex and out of the relegation zone.
NEXT WEEK

-
18th January 2020 – DOUBLES LEAGUE
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Chairman

WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   13 – 18th January 2020

DOUBLES LEAGUE
Alice & Brigitte were blazing away at the top of the Premier League going into the week 6 fixtures, but played a tough team in Alan & Craig who had lost only one in six matches and harboured their own title aspirations.  Alan & Craig claim close to winning this match just losing the first game 13 – 11, before a comfortable win 13 – 5 in the second one.

Another top team with titles already under their belt was Jake & Ross, who with seven points from three matches, they played Callum & Cassie who have been finding the going tough so far with just two points from five matches.  Could they spring a surprise result? Well yes they could as despite Jake & Ross winning the first game 13 – 7, Callum & Cassie won the second one 13 – 1.

Matt & Toby have had a bad start to the season with just five points from four matches, could they rediscover their form against Alan & Mike.  Yes they could despite some great placing from Alan & Mike, Matt’s shooting was on top form with Toby placing well to gain a valuable win.

Matt & Toby then played Jake & Ross in a catch up match and their form continued as they moved second in the league with 6 league points on the day.

Champions Geoffroy & James where hoping to keep the pressure up on Alice & Brigitte with a win over David & Matt who were in the relegation zone prior to this week’s matches.  They lost the first game though to 2, before winning 13 – 4 for an important win.

Helene & Neil were doing well in their first Premier League season sitting in third place.  Could they capitalise on their position with a win against bottom team David & Paul.  David & Paul though gained their first win of the season which means they moved off the bottom of the table with Callum & Cassie replacing them.

Division 1 saw the top two play each other as Gary & Wendy faced Alex & Jean, who would come out on top, a win for Alex & Jean would have moved them top.  The first game was close, just going the way of Gary & Wendy 13 – 11 and they went on to win the match, only the 5th win all season in Division 1 and Gary & Wendy have three of them.

Graeme & Keith were in third place and played serial draw masters Colin & Steve, so no guessing the result, yes a draw.

Laurent & Matt were another team on 100% draws but could they get their first win against Branden & Tim?  No, this was closer than predicted with Laurent & Matt taking the first game 13 – 11, before Branden & Tim won 13 – 10.

Laurent & Matt then played a match in advance against Gary & Wendy with another draw the result, so 5 draws from 5 for Laurent & Matt.

So Graeme & Keith have a chance to catch the leaders, whom they play next on the 1st February.

Outstanding matches

Premier League

4th January 2020
-
Jake & Ross
v
Helene & Neil

Division 1

4th January

-
Colin & Steve
v
Laurent & Matt

18th January
-
John & Nick
v
Graeme & Keith

NEXT WEEK

-
25th January 2020 – SINGLES LEAGUE
Club email address
-
liberationpc@gmail.com
Club Website

-
www.liberationpetanque.co.uk
Kind Regards

Toby Northern

Chairman

Liberation Petanque Club

WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   14 – 25th January 2020

SINGLES LEAGUE
Pre-Season favourite Geoffroy, remained favourite to retain his title going into this weekend having to play all three players in the bottom three and one more trying to keep themselves above the drop zone.

First up for Geoffroy was Paul Bell who had just three points from 8 matches in his Premier League debut season.  Could Paul provide a shock result?  Well yes, he could as Paul was impressive in the first game winning by a huge margin, 13 – 3.  Geoffroy recovered though to take the second game by a bigger margin 13 – 2.  This was a massive 2 points lost for Geoffroy which could prove pivotal in the title race.  Geoffroy then drew with James Gennoe so although he is one point clear at the top Geoffroy’s main challenger, Toby still has to face old foe Ross Payne who despite a promising start have fallen down the table to 7th place, can Ross bounce back?

Two other players hoping for an opportunity to take the title were third place Matt Buesnel and fourth placed Matt Ryan, both still in with a chance but this was certainly a must win match with just four matches to go and ground to make up.  It was Matt Ryan who moved back into the top three replacing Matt Buesnel with a 13 – 11, 13 – 4 wins.

At the other end of the table there were a number of matches that would have a big impact on final placings at the bottom.  Andrew played Laurent with both in the bottom three and both on six league points a win for either would be a huge result.  So big well done to Laurent who just made it over the line in a very close match winning 13 – 12, 13 – 11, Laurent also drew with David this means that Laurent moves free of the relegation for now.  

Andrew also drew with Ross for a good point to give him hope of avoiding relegation.

Anything but a win for Alex against David would leave Alex looking likely for the drop having already played a match more than most so far.  A win though could drop David into the relegation zone depending on other results.  The result a draw which see’s Alex drop into the relegation zone with David two points above it.

Neil would have been hoping that this week was a much better one after only getting one league point from three matches last weekend.  Neil played Brigitte who despite her league position had been playing really well all season.  Both players needing points to move to safety.  It was Neil who just got over the line winning 13 – 12, 13 – 8 to move clear of relegation and up to 6th place with Brigitte’s points difference keeping her clear of relegation for now.

Both Callum & James had six draws each from nine matches going into this week, so would they draw against each other?  Actually no, this was a good win for Callum taking the first game to 1 before James made it much closer in the second before falling 13 – 11.  Callum now up to 5th just three points off the top three.

Outstanding Singles Matches in the Premier League

Andrew Limbrick

v

Paul Bell

Ross Payne


v

Toby Northern

In Division 1 surprise league leader Jean played Mo De Gruchy hoping to keep her momentum at the top.  Jean though drew her second match in a row which meant she lost top spot on points difference.

Jean’s main challenger now was Keith, who had on paper at least a tougher match against Brian, who was hoping to move into the top three with a win.  Brian played well to hand Keith his first defeat of the season with Brian also playing a match in advance against Matt Hutchings to take six points on the day and is tied for top spot but third on points difference.

Alice was hoping to bounce back after losing to Jean last week, Alice played Matt Hutchings, could Alice hold on to a top three place?  Well yes, with wins against Matt and an advance match against Cassie to move top with a three way tie on 20 points with Jean and Brian.  Keith sits in fourth place but has two matches in hand over Alice and Brian and one over Jean.

Chris Le Gallais was doing well in his first Singles League season for some time, could he pick up three points against Lorna.  Lorna was playing her first match in a while after recovering from injury and played well to take three points against Chris and Daniel to move well clear of the bottom two Branden and Daniel who played each other could one of them get a win?  No as a draw was the result with Daniel just two points on points difference better off.

Outstanding Singles Matches in Division 1

Lorna Limbrick

v

Brian Harris

Lorna Limbrick

v

Cassie Stewart

Lorna Limbrick

v

Mo De Gruchy

Daniel Villalard

v

Cassie Stewart

Alice Ibitson


v

Keith Pinel

 NEXT WEEK

-
1st February 2020 - DOUBLES LEAGUE
Club email address
-
liberationpc@gmail.com
Club Website

-
www.liberationpetanque.co.uk
Kind Regards

Toby Northern

Chairman

Liberation Petanque Club

WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   15 – 1st February 2020

DOUBLES LEAGUE
The top three in the Premier League were not in action, this therefore gave Alan & Craig and Ross & Jake the opportunity to move into the top three, but they played each other.

Jake & Ross were still in with a chance of the title despite their defeat to Matt Pinel & Toby last time out.  Alan & Craig who drew with Alice & Brigitte last time out virtually ending their title chances.  No surprise really as a draw was the result, this was Alan & Craig’s sixth of the season.

Jake & Ross also played a catch up match against Helene & Neil and this also ended in a draw as Jake & Ross’s title hopes suffer a big blow now 4 points off top sport having played a match more.

Division 1 saw the top two play each other with both teams undefeated, could Keith & Graeme beat Gary & Wendy to give them a chance of pipping them to the title.  The result an equal draw with a 13 – 9 win each.

Laurent & Matt Hutchings played John & Nick with every match these two teams had played ending in a draw, so would this one end in a draw too?  Yes, it would for 6 in a row but Laurent & Matt Hutchings also played Colin & Steve in a catch up match and lost this one meaning they have finished their season early and have to wait to find out their fate.
Colin & Steve also played Branden & Tim early and were very lucky to get a draw in this match as Branden & Tim took the first game easily 13 – 5, before Colin & Steve just pipped them 13 – 12 in the second for a draw.

Branden & Tim could move off the bottom of the table and into safety if they win their last match of the season against Brian & Paul on the 29th February.

Outstanding Matches

18th January

John & Nick

v
Graeme & Keith

1st February

Geoffroy & James
v
Matt P & Toby

David & Matt

v
Alice & Brigitte

David & Paul

v
Callum & Cassie
Brian & Paul

v
Colin & Steve
NEXT WEEK

-
8th February 2020 – SINGLES LEAGUE
Club email address
-
liberationpc@gmail.com
Club Website

-
www.liberationpetanque.co.uk
Kind Regards

Toby Northern

Chairman
Liberation Petanque Club
WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   16 – 8th February 2020

SINGLES LEAGUE
Paul Bell, who drew with Geoffroy last time round played Toby, could he swing the title pendulum back in Geoffroy’s favour?  Well not quite despite some excellent shooting not missing a boule in the first game Paul won 13 – 8, however a change of terrain saw Toby storm back taking the second game 13 – 2.  This means Toby takes top spot by three points on points difference.

Pre-Season favourite Geoffroy has an outstanding match with Laurent whilst Toby still has Ross to play in catch up matches.

Matt Ryan is therefore still in with a good chance just three points off the top spot, Matt also has an outstanding match against Callum

Matt Buesnel’s hopes had virtually ended but a win over Ross could give him a chance of a top three place, however he lost 13 – 12 in the first game so despite ending with a draw his hopes of a top three are starting to look slimmer.

Alex played Neil with a good draw for both players but Alex now looks likely to go down facing a must win match against Andrew next time up.  Andrew had a good day beating both David and Paul to move three points clear of relegation.  Paul looking certain to be relegated.  Brigitte played James Gennoe with James coming through this one to move up to fifth in the league.

In Division 1 Lorna could make big strides towards the top three with a win over Branden and wins in her outstanding matches.  Lorna beat Brenden but then drew with Mo having lost the first game 13 – 12.

Keith was also looking to move top with a win over Mo De Gruchy and a catch up match against Alice.  Keith beat Mo as expected to move within 1 point of the top three with Alice still to play.

In a catch up match Matt & Toby beat last years champions Geoffroy & James to move level on points with Alice & Brigitte at the top of the table, but the latter have a match outstanding against David & Matt.

Alice & Brigitte have the following fixtures:

David & Matt

Geoffroy & James

Jake & Ross

All previous title winners so not an easy ride towards their first title.  Matt & Toby have the following:

Helene & Neil

Callum & Cassie

Another league going to an exciting finish.

 NEXT WEEK

-
15th February 2020 - DOUBLES LEAGUE
Club email address
-
liberationpc@gmail.com
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www.liberationpetanque.co.uk
Kind Regards

Toby Northern

Chairman

Liberation Petanque Club

WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   17 – 15th February 2020

DOUBLES LEAGUE
We are now at the business end of the season with the last scheduled double fixtures being played on the 29th February! but everything is still up for grabs.

Callum & Cassie played Alan & Mike with both teams needing points to avoid relegation.  Alan & Mike though finished their season early and with a win that should see them stay in the Premier League.  This unfortunately meant that Callum & Cassie are the first casualties of the season as they are 7 points from safety with only two matches left to play.  Commiserations Callum & Cassie.

Alice & Brigitte were top of the table going into this week but faced last year’s champions in Geoffroy & James who needed a win to keep their own hopes of retaining their title alive.

Alice & Brigitte took the first game though, despite leading by a big margin early Alice & Brigitte were pegged back before just seeing out the win.  The second game was also close but this time Geoffroy & James won for a draw.

Matt & Toby were hoping another win this time over Helene & Neil would keep the pressure on Alice & Brigitte.  The first game was incredibly close with Neil shooting really well, but it was a fire by Helene, albeit a carreau of her own boule onto the Coche that took the first game 13 – 11, in a big turn of fortune.  The second game was also close, but this time a number of missed chances saw Matt & Toby win 13 – 12 for a valuable draw.  They now have to wait of Alice & Brigitte results to see if they have a chance of taking the title.

Jake & Ross were looking at a top three finish but faced tough opponents in David & Matt, despite their league position.  However, David & Matt will now need to beat Alice & Brigitte in their catch up match or they will be relegated after losing this match.

Jake & Ross are still in with a chance of the title but they also must beat Alice & Brigitte in their final fixture on the 29th February to have a chance.

David & Paul were on an upward trend but played Alan & Craig who don’t lose many matches at all, but equally don’t win many!  They did this time as Alan & Craig finished their season early with a win but finished outside the top three.

In Division 1 Laurent & Matt had already drawn their match with Gary & Wendy and the same was for Branden & Tim against Colin & Steve.

Alex & Jean played tough opponents in Brian & Paul with a promotion place up for grabs.  It was comfortable in the first game for Brian & Paul who won 13 – 1, however the second game went down to the wire but a 13 – 12 win for Brian & Paul move to third place and a chance of the title if they win their final two matches.

NEXT WEEK

-
22nd February 2020 - SINGLES LEAGUE
Club email address
-
liberationpc@gmail.com
Club Website

-
www.liberationpetanque.co.uk
Kind Regards

Toby Northern

Chairman

Liberation Petanque Club

WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   18 – 22nd February 2020

SINGLES LEAGUE
It was advantage Geoffroy going into this weekend after Toby drew with Ross in a catch up match.  However Geoffroy was playing David who had beaten Geoffroy in two out of the last three matches against each other with a draw in the other one.

So could David beat Goliath again? Unfortunately not as Geoffroy took a long first game 13 – 9, before David’s choice of second terrain only ended up a bigger win for Geoffroy 13 – 4.  David now needs to beat Toby in the last match of the season to guarantee staying up.

Geoffroy then beat Laurent to seal his second successive Winter Premier League title.

Congratulations

Geoffroy Buffetrille

Could Matt Ryan catch the top two off guard?  He played Brigitte, with a win ensuring he stayed in contention but Brigitte excellent placing in the second game saw he gain a good draw 13 - 3.  Matt needs to beat Callum in a catch up match as he is now just playing for a medal position.  Brigitte needs to beat Ross to stay in as it remains tight at the bottom of the league

Toby played Laurent who needed the points to stay up.  Laurent took the first game 13 – 6, but he then chose to change terrain, which turned out to be a mistake as he lost the second game to Toby 13 – 5.  Laurent must win his last match against Matt Buesnel to guarantee a Premier League place next season.

Alex was playing his last match of the season and it was a must win one or he would be relegated.  Could he overcome Andrew, unfortunately no but results mean he has to nervously wait to see if he survives. 

Matt Buesnel win over Paul Bell meant Paul was relegated after his first season in the top flight, with Matt moving up to third in the league.

James played Neil with no surprises as another draw, James 8th in the league.

Ross played Callum and suffered a heavy defeat and now has a points difference of -43 the second worst in the division but two wins in his first three matches should see Ross survive.  Callum moved up to 5th after the 13 – 2, 13 – 6 win.

In Division 1, Alice had already beaten Cassie.  Only two other results as both Matt and Mo were on 9 points before they played each other, Mo and Matt shared a remarkable 13 – 12 win each for a good draw.  

Cassie also drew a catch up match with Daniel who moves one point off the bottom spot as a result.

NEXT WEEK

-
29th February 2020 – DOUBLES LEAGUE
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Chairman

Liberation Petanque Club

WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   19 – 29th February 2020

DOUBLES LEAGUE
So, the last scheduled date for Doubles fixtures was this weekend.  The biggest match of the weekend and probably the Doubles season was Alice & Brigitte v Jake & Ross with Alice & Brigitte aiming to become the first all-female champions.

However, this match was played on the Sunday, with Alice & Brigitte playing their catch up match against David & Matt on the Saturday.  David & Matt had to win and hope Neil & Helene lost in order to stay up.

In a huge result David & Matt, not only beat Alice & Brigitte they won comprehensively 13 – 2 and 13 – 0.  This big loss and the huge points difference meant Alice & Brigitte needed a big win over Jake & Ross to have any chance of the title, the latter though are three times champions and could have moved above Alice & Brigitte with a win and a chance to win the title themselves.

Alice & Brigitte won this match though and now have a nervous wait for Matt & Toby result against Callum & Cassie.  Jake & Ross finishing third place.

Record Breaker Update

David & Matt now hold the record for the most certificates handed out (12) whilst Alice & Brigitte hold the opposite record for the most certificates received (6).

Last year’s champions Geoffroy & James were already out of the running for the title but were looking to make the top three.  They played Helene & Neil but despite winning the first game comfortably 13 – 5, Neil & Helene took the second game 13 – 10 and this was a vital result that kept them in the Premier League and relegated David Ibitson & Matt Ryan.

David Le Gresley & Paul Bell could give themselves hope of staying up in a big relegation match with David & Matt.  One team certain for relegation, which would it be.  Well a draw meant both teams join Callum & Cassie in dropping to Division 1 next Winter.

Alan & Mike had already played Alan & Craig with the latter taking all three points for a fourth place finish.

In Division 1 Colin & Steve could not make the top three after drawing with John & Nick, no surprise considering both teams records for draws.

Brian & Paul took on Branden & Tim for a top three place and won to make the top three and gain promotion to the Premier League, congratulations Brian & Paul.

Top placed Gary & Wendy, who finished their season early are still waiting for Keith & Graeme to play their last two matches to see if they can hold on to the top spot.

Outstanding Matches

Premier League

Callum & Cassie

v

David & Paul

Callum & Cassie

v

Matt & Toby

Division 1

Graeme & Keith

v

John & Nick

Graeme & Keith

v

Alex & Jean

 NEXT WEEK

-
7th March 2020 - SINGLES LEAGUE
REMINDER SEASON FINISHES SUNDAY 15TH MARCH
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WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   20 – 7th March 2020

SINGLES LEAGUE
Well with the title already Geoffroy’s who would make up the rest of the top three?

Toby ensured Runners Up spot with a win over David Ibitson who lost his last three matches of the season, as a result is relegated to Division 1, this was also aided by his wife Brigitte whose draw against Ross Payne meant Brigitte stayed up by three points on points difference over Alex Stewart who also joined Paul Bell in dropping to Division 1 next Summer.

Matt Buesnel suffered a big loss to Laurent Pellaton who survived relegation as a result.  This meant that Matt Ryan’s draw with Neil put the two Matt’s on the same points but Matt Ryan took third by 1 point on points difference, what a close finish!

Only one outstanding match in this Division between Geoffroy & Andrew Limbrick but will have no impact on the top or bottom positions.

In division 1 Alice Ibitson beat Daniel Villalard to move 2nd in the league, but a number of big matches outstanding.  Brian Harris has been promoted but matches involving Jean, Alice and Keith mean the final two places and the Division 1 title have yet to be decided.

Keith Pinel

v

Alice Ibitson

Keith Pinel

v

Jean Stewart

Keith Pinel

v

Chris Le Gallais

Jean Stewart
v

Chris Le Gallais

Tim Jackson
v

Branden De La Haye

What a way to celebrate International Women's Day as Alice & Brigitte Ibitson become the first Ladies Doubles Team to lift the Doubles Premier League Title. 
Doubles Premier League 

Champions

Alice & Brigitte Ibitson

SEASON ENDS SUNDAY 15TH MARCH 2020

NEXT WEEK
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Club email address
-
liberationpc@gmail.com
Club Website

-
www.liberationpetanque.co.uk
Kind Regards

Toby Northern

Chairman

Liberation Petanque Club

WINTER 2019 – 2020 SEASON
WEEK   21 – 14th March 2020

FREE WEEK
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