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“No money shall be drawn from the Treasury but in Consequence of 
Appropriations made by Law…” – US Constitution, Article 1, Section 9
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Agriculture FY23 Bill Markup, House Appropriations 
Committee; 6/23/22

What is being considered, where does this fit in the 
process, and who is in the room? 



Member requests/ 
Community project 
funding
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What is being considered 
and amended: 
FY23 Ag Appropriations Bill 
and Report 



Terms to Know

Bill language – Includes program funding levels and 
direction that becomes law.

Report language – Describes how funding should be 
used or brings attention to an issue. Tables are included 
in reports.



Committee 
Organization

Organization:  12 Subcommittees and 

the Full Committee

• Full Committee –Leadership and White House 
negotiations, sets 302(b)s, supplementals and 
continuing resolutions.

• Subcommittees –Budget analysis, Hearings, drafting 
bills, reprogrammings, evaluate member requests.

• Members serve on at least two Subcommittees. 

• Each subcommittee staff is made up of a 
Democratic and Republican clerk, several 
professional staff, and may have a detailee



Who are the 
Appropriators?

Dual Constitutional Roles:  Spending and Oversight

• Appropriators fund discretionary programs

• Both roles fundamental

• Oversight: GAO, OIGs, in-house investigators, travel

Membership:  “There are Democrats, there are Republicans and 

then there are Appropriators”

• Smaller than most other Committees, comprised of more senior 

Members, more bi-partisan.

• House:  59 Members (33 Maj/26 Min), Senate: 30 Members (15 

Maj/15 Min).

HAC and SAC “Big 4” have major influence (CT, TX, VT, AL)

Subcommittee on 
Agriculture, Rural 
Development, FDA and 
Related Agencies

House

Subcommittee Chair –
Sanford Bishop (GA), 
Ranking Member – Andy 
Harris (MD

Senate 

Subcommittee Chair –
Tammy Baldwin (WI), 
Ranking Member – John 
Hoeven (ND)



Appropriations 
Committee Staff

Who are they, where do they come from, 
and how do they think?

• Professional budget experts, usually from 
agency budget shops, OMB and/or GAO.

• Senior staff, with years of program and 
budget experience. 

• Make recommendations to Chairs

• Balancing Act: Good government, Solid 
investments, Member interests

• Handle broad portfolios



Congressional Budget Resolution

• Sets overall 302(a) budget allocation for the 
Appropriations Committee: 

House 302(a): $1.6 trillion in budget authority (BA) in FY 
2023

• 302(a) used for congressional enforcement of 
discretionary spending

• On June 8, the House set its FY23 level in a “deeming 
resolution” by vote of 218-205
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Dividing
the Annual 
Funds, or 
302(b) 
allocations

• House 
version

• Senate 
version

• Conference 
version

25.1 

728.5 

197.0 

127.6 

FY22 Enacted Appropriations* by Subcommittee, $B

Ag

Commerce Justice

Defense

Energy & Water

Fin Svcs

Homeland

Interior

Labor HHS

Leg Branch

VA Milcon

State Foreign Ops

Transportation

Total $1.47 
trillion

$689B Non-
defense

$728B 
Defense

*Base funding only, does not include emergency, supplemental, or OCO funds



FY2023 Appropriations Status

House 
 6 bills through full committee and ready for the full House (floor)  

 6 bills through subcommittee and planned for full committee by 
6/30

 Senate is conducting hearings but has no markups 
scheduled 

$$ Disconnect
 House deeming resolution (or “Topline” number) not likely to be same 

as Senate, and H/S will have different splits of Defense/Nondefense and 
302(b)s

 These $ differences need to be reconciled to conference the bills 
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Questions?
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