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GAM Conference a Success!
GAM's annual conference was held
October 11th and 12th at Ritenour High
School in St. Louis, in partnership with the
Innovative Technology Education Fund.
Hundreds of students, parents, vendors,
and educators of the gifted were treated
to fantastic breakout sessions and
keynotes from national leaders in gifted
education. Thank you to all who attended!
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Letter From the President
By Peggy Pennington
Struggle = Growth
When I was hired to teach gifted classes in my district 14 years ago, I remember
thinking, “Gifted classes are going to be fun to teach.” I was right. My gifted students
can find connections, have discussions, design solutions, and create in ways that are far
above what happens in the other regular education classes that I teach. As a teacher,
watching these thought processes happen is an absolute joy. Teaching gifted students
has been very rewarding for me, but something has become more and more evident
through the years that I have taught, the workshops that I have attended, and the books
that I have read -- gifted kids are an at-risk population.
Just recently I ran into one of my former students who is an adult in my community now.
I was pleased that even though he was in a hurry, he wanted to take a moment to share
a brief update of what was happening in his life. I have been lucky enough to hear many
times in writing and in person, “Your class is what helped me get through middle
school.” As much I would love to believe that it was because I was such a fabulous
teacher, I know that is probably untrue He remembers my class and me fondly
because my class was tailored to his abilities and needs.
Why are gifted programs so important and why are gifted students an at risk
population? Gifted kids do learn in regular classrooms, but what they learn is often
accomplished without a tremendous effort. Professional football players get big and
strong by lifting heavy weights. They don’t get strong by lifting 5 pound weights.
Struggle = Growth. Gifted kids often aren’t used to struggling and struggling doesn’t feel
good, especially when students are not used to it. Someone who hasn’t lifted weights
for 5 years, probably isn’t going to like the feeling of those weights, but someone who
lifts weights daily will have a more positive view of the feeling. Gifted kids need the
mental weight lifting struggle that gifted classes provide to fully develop their
mental muscle.
My student that stopped me was lucky enough to go to school in a district that
recognized and supported his need for gifted programming. Not all students in the
state are as lucky. Unless they attend one of the few all day gifted programs in the
state, most gifted students spend a large chunk of their day in classes that are not

designed for them. I look back at my years as a full-time regular education teacher, and
I rue that I didn’t do enough for the gifted students in my classroom. I also think,
though, about how stretched I was as a regular classroom teacher for time to complete
all that was required of me. As good as my intentions were, I wonder if I would have
had the time and creative energy even with a better understanding.
Changing Funding and A Drop in Gifted Programs
The first year that I started teaching gifted classes, my school district received dedicated
funding for our gifted program. This was funding from the state that could ONLY be
spent on the district’s state-approved gifted program. During the next school year, the
state altered how schools received their funding. All the money was rolled into one
foundation formula. School districts that had gifted programs before the funding
change, still received the same money that they did for their gifted programs, but no
longer did that money HAVE to be spent on gifted programs. School districts have had
more control over that money ever since. In 2003, right before the funding change,
there were 333 state-approved gifted programs in Missouri. In 2018 there
were 239 school districts with state-approved gifted programs.
Gifted Legislation
Last year with GAM’s support, Representative Chrissy Sommer introduced legislation in
the Missouri House of Representatives that became House Bill 112. It would ensure
that gifted students throughout the state have access to gifted programs. The
legislation moved through the house and was voted to successfully move from the
house on through an overwhelming majority of Representatives voting for the
legislation. The bill stalled as it moved to the Senate and was unable to get another vote
in the Senate before the end of the legislative session. Our goal is to give this legislation
another try in this year’s legislative session. Watch for Legislative Updates and Action
Alerts from GAM as the Missouri Legislative Session starts again in January. It is
important that we (supporters of gifted students) are willing to contact our Missouri
legislators. They can’t make fully informed decisions about what is best for gifted
students if they don’t hear their side.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve our gifted students for another year as President
of this organization.

Kyna's Corner - Legislative Updates
Hello GAM Advocates – GAM is preparing for the upcoming 2020 State
Legislative Session. At the GAM Conference, advocates wrote over 200
postcards to their State Representative and State Senator asking them
to support gifted education programs in ALL Missouri schools. You can
help do your part by writing your legislators before session starts in
January (if you don’t know who they are, you can look them up
at https://www.senate.mo.gov/LegisLookup/Default.aspx).
Check out the GAM Advocacy Agenda to educate yourself on GAM’s
legislative priorities! We need your Voices to make a difference for gifted
students. If not you…..who will?
Thank you!
Kyna Iman
Legislative Consultant

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TODAY
BY CONTACTING YOUR
STATE LEGISLATORS ABOUT
GIFTED EDUCATION

GAM Conference '19 Recap!
The 2019 GAM Conference was a great success. Over 240 teacher, parent, professor,
and administrator attendees were part of the conference that was held at the beautiful
Ritenour High School Performing Arts Center in St. Louis on Friday, October 11 and
Saturday, October 12. The conference planning was spearheaded by Conference VicePresident Ashli Eaves and Ritenour Gifted and STEAM Instructional Facilitator Michael
Dragoni along support from the GAM Board. The conference was a whirlwind of over
60 sessions on a variety of topics such as: competency-based education, twice
exceptional (2E) students, social-emotional needs of gifted students, robotics
technology, and a variety of classroom teaching units.
Supported by a grant from the Innovative Technology Education Fund, conference
organizers had the opportunity to bring in featured speakers Chris Holmes (Former
Missouri Teacher of the Year), Dr. Donna Ford (Vanderbuilt University Professor), Dr.
Thomas Hebert (University of South Carolina Professor), Dr. Erinn Floyd (Director of
Professional Learning--NAGC), Dr. Kathryn Fishman-Weaver (Mizzou Academy, Director
of Academic Affairs and Engagement), Karen Brown (Educational Consultant and Gifted
Program Mentor) as well as many other wonderful presenters from within and outside
our state.
Our vendor hall was packed to the brim this year with groups offering books and
materials suitable for gifted classrooms, organizations for gifted students and parents,
and colleges and universities that offer gifted program and gifted certification programs.
New Gifted Association of Missouri Board of Directors were elected at the Friday Caucus
meetings held by region. The new Board of Directors are:
Region 1 Crystal Koenig (D), Brein Bishop (AD)
Region 2 Tiffany Rogers (D), Justine Rogers (AD)
Region 3 Cassie Fogel (D), Jennifer Blank (AD)
Region 4 LeeAnn Collier (D), Tracy Murphy (AD)
Region 5 Breanne Preston (D), Sophie Chambers
Region 6 Jennifer Hawkins (D), Michelle Bobo (AD)
Region 7 Kayla Fultz (D), Megan Pinney (D)
Region 8 Tracy Bednarick (D), Hannah
Noale-Ruebling (AD)
Region 9 Marissa Cochran (D), Jennifer Wahn (AD)

Congratulations to our new board members and thank you to those that participated in
the board during the last year.
Saturday’s luncheon offered the opportunity for Gifted Association to honor the
following people that were nominated for our GAM awards: Vicky Bennett
Outstanding Student Scholarship--Aden Cox, Sikeston R-6 School District; Norine
Kerber Parent of Gifted Award--Dawn Tedrick, St. Clair School District; Delma Johnson
Outstanding Educator Award--Deborah Clary, Springfield Public Schools; Bob Roach
Scholarship for New Teachers of Gifted (Sponsored by Drury University Pre-College
Programs)--Deborah Dorman, North Kansas City Schools. Nominations for the 2020
awardees are open. Deadline for the Vicky Bennett is May 1 and the remaining awards
have a deadline of September 1.
We would also like to thank our major sponsors for the event: Innovative Technology
Education Fund, Ritenour High School, Maryville University--Center for Access and
Achievement, Drury University Pre-College Programs, Springfield PAGE Parent Group,
Toth and Associates, the St. Louis Robotics Association, and Duke TIP.
To find out more about applying for a grant through
the Innovative Technology Fund, check out their website at https://innovteched.com/.

Photos from GAM Conference '19!

2019 GAM Award Recipients
Vicky Bennett Outstanding Student Scholarship
Aden Cox
Sikeston R-6 School District

The Gifted Association of Missouri acknowledges one student each year to receive the
Vicky Bennett Student Scholarship. This $250 scholarship was designed to recognize
student achievement in academics, leadership, and/or the arts. We believe the
scholarship like Vicky, inspires children to achieve their fullest potential, while
highlighting high-ability students, and drawing attention to the educational needs of our
nation's gifted and talented students.
This year’s scholarship recipient was Aden Cox from Sikeston. Aden’s teacher, Anne
Crader wrote, “It’s Aden’s well-roundedness that sets him apart. Yes, he is involved in
school activities and academic teams, but it’s his community involvement that
demonstrates his maturity. Aden is a deep-thinker and he will make a difference in the
world.”

Norine Kerber Parent of Gifted Award
Dawn Tedrick
St. Clair School District

Norine Kerber was a parent of gifted children and instrumental in founding the GAM
organization in 1981. Her tireless work is memorialized in the Parent of Gifted Award
presented annually at conference.
This year, GAM recognized Dawn Tedrick, St. Clair School District. “Dawn is a huge
advocate for gifted education and teaching ALL kids to meet their full potential. In
addition to serving as our PTA president, she speaks to teachers, administrators, and
board of education members about the importance of gifted education and offers tips
for recognizing twice-exceptional students. I’m very thankful for Dawn’s constant
support and dedication to gifted education and our gifted education program.”

Delma Johnson Outstanding Educator Award
Deborah Clary
Springfield Public Schools

Delma Johnson was a teacher of gifted and a founding member of the GAM
organization. Her passion for gifted education is memorialized in the Outstanding
Educator Award presented each year at conference.
GAM recognized Deborah Clary, Phelps Center for Gifted Education, Springfield Public
Schools. “Mrs. Clary is always looking for ways to make meaningful connections with her
student she takes the time to form person-centered relationships with her students.
Once a child is in Mrs. Clary's class, they are her student for life.”

Bob Roach Scholarship for New Teachers of Gifted
Sponsored by Drury University Pre-College Programs
Deborah Dorman
North Kansas City Schools

In 1999, GAM created the New Teacher Scholarship to promote the certification of
teachers in the field of gifted education. In 2007, the GAM Board voted to rename the
scholarship after the Gifted Educator and Advocate, Bob Roach. In 2010, the gifted
community lost this life-long educator and friend. In his memory, the Gifted Association
of Missouri continues to award the Bob Roach Scholarship each year to a teacher new
to the field of gifted education.
This year, the Bob Roach Scholarship for New Teachers of Gifted was awarded to
Deborah Dorman, Northland Innovation Center, North Kansas City Schools. “Deborah
treats each one of her students with great dignity and respect. She is dedicated and
compassionate. Deborah’s ability to listen responsively to students and staff has
contributed to the respect she is grated by those who work with her. It is an honor to
work with her.”
Congratulations to all of our 2019 Awards and Scholarship recipients! Please remember
to apply and/or nominate candidates for the 2020 GAM Awards and
Scholarships. Information can always be found on our website: www.mogam.org.

Dawn Tedrick
Norine Kerber Parent of Gifted Award Recipient

To the board of GAM...
I was reflecting today on the GAM conference and all the incredible information
shared there. I thoroughly enjoyed my experience this weekend and in retrospect
wish I had taken a moment to say thank you to the organization and teachers for all
the work you do for our kids. I was so honored to be named as the recipient of the
Norine Kerber Parent of Gifted Award. When I received the letter with the news I
was deeply touched (and surprised) to have been nominated, and then selected to
be the beneficiary of the award. So, thank you!
I also feel the need to share those thanks to my sons Cameron and Kyle without
whom I would not have found the voice to fight for and support gifted
programming. Their unique needs have prompted my involvement and
participation. Their struggles and successes have, in reality, been a gift to me. I also
want to take a minute to shine the spotlight back on you. Without GAM and all the
amazing teachers we have in our gifted classrooms, our kids would not have the
many non traditional and enriching opportunities they have.

GAM plays a monumentally important role in promoting and securing funding and
legislation for gifted programming, without which, this award would not exist. But we
can’t overlook the many dedicated teachers who work with our kids every day.
Constantly finding unique and challenging opportunities to keep them engaged and
passionate about learning… Encouraging them to reach for the stars and explore
their potential… Staying late on countless nights, giving up untold personal (and
unpaid) time to travel with them on weekends and evenings for competitive
experiences, and tolerating all their quirks and idiosyncrasies with love and
compassion.
It is easy to be a supportive parent. I have a vested interest and a great desire to see
my kids grow, be challenged, and find success. It is those of you who are making
personal sacrifices for the collective gifted community that deserve the thanks. It is
the very least I can do to support that journey in any way I can, which really has not
been a burden for me. I have enjoyed (almost) every minute of the many experiences
I have gotten to share with Mrs Hawkins and the kids in our district’s program. (Even
unloading all those competition props from the bus at midnight…) My efforts and time
spent supporting from the wings is intended to demonstrate my gratitude for all that
you do to benefit my children. I was humbled and deeply touched to receive the
award. My thanks and gratitude to GAM, to our Gifted teachers and to everyone who
fights for the futures of these kids.
Sincerely,
Dawn Tedrick

Springfield Student Advocates for the Homeless
Carter Meints, a 7th grade student in the Springfield Scholars Program, was
recently interviewed on KOLR 10's Ozarks Tonight program for his work advocating
for the homeless. "I don't like injustice and inequality," Carter stated, "for example,
if somebody is brave enough to serve our country in the military, then I don't think
it's right that they would have to sleep on the street, or in a shelter, and have no
place to call home."
Carter has been involved in fundraising and advocacy efforts for this issue for over
four years and received an award last year for his accomplishments.

Gifted Educator wins Teacher of the Year
Amy Kruger, teacher of the gifted at Maplewood Richmond Heights School
District, won the Middle School Teacher of the Year Award this past
September. Amy's principal described her as being continuously focused
on both students' academics and their socioemotional well being and
praised her for reaching out to students and creating an "instant sense of
belonging."

Submitting an Article
Want to share an interesting lesson or activity? Have good news to
pass along? Interested in telling us about your students' successes or
what's happening with gifted education in your part of the state?
Please contact Alex Pagnani at pagnani@ucmo.edu about writing a
short article for the next issue of The GAMbit!

