Editor, lMarguerite Wright e Decenber, 1943

TO 4 ROADRUERER
Brown £s the sands that whirl ebout you,
Swift as thce winds that buffet and flout yogf—
Lonesome the desert werc without you,
Runncr of desert lands.

Ruby /fllen .

THE DECHEWBER HMEETING .

The fifth amnivcersery of thc club was obsorved ot the meeting on”
Saturday night, Dec, 4, 1943, ot the home of HMrs. d. Owcn Allen., Miss
Mary Belle Keefer ravicwed the history of the club. Mrs. Lena McBee
gove a report of birds soen by her and ¥rs, Wright on the trip to
Chihuahua, Mcxico, at Thanksgiving. Plens wore initiated for the
Christmes bird oount, Dec. 19, Visitors wcre Mr. J. Owen Allen, Mrs,
¢. F. Boutin and Sargoant and Mrs, Goorge M. Bradt. Scrgeant Bradt's
illustrated artiglc from NLEURE MAGAZINE of May, 1943, cn "1l in the
Life of o Swainson Howk" rcceoived favorable attention,

Y

The next meeting of the Club will be held at 7:30 P. M., Honday,
Fcbruery 6th, at thc home of Hrs. Slatcj, 516. Prospcet Avcnuc,

Miss Gracc Rosc is o neﬁ mombecr of thce Club,

Dr. Anton Berknan plotted the route of the Christmus count this yecor,
toking for the center of & circle of scven and o helf miles'! radius, the
stonc quarry on Scenic Drive, Territory covercd includes McKelligon's
Canyon, thc Country Club area, Dr. Randel's Pool, Cecnent Loke, *crorisl
Bark, and sn erc of the lower wvelley, extending from the E1 Puso dairy
ond Ascerate Park to the Rio Grande. ’

_ Club members who teok part in the count are: Mrs. J. Owen Allcn, HMrs,
.. B. Eynon, Licut. £.E. Eynon, Miss “ury Harper, liiss liary Bello Keefer,
iirs, Hurguerite Wright, Mrs. E, McElory Slater,.and irs. Lcna McBee.

Officoers for 1943-44 cre: Mrs, Horgucrite K, Wright, President;
Mrs., J. Owen Allen, Vice-President and Mrs. Lena M&Bee, Secrctary-
Trecsurers B -

The next issuc of THE ROADKUNKER will carry an atticle by Scrgesnt
George H. Bradt-on "Raptores of the El: Paso Lrca", cnd another by Hrs.
Carolyn mcKee Bortlett of La icsa, New 4exico, on the bird visitors of
her garden. ‘ ; ’

5 reviscd Check-list of El Paso Birds is soon to be printed.
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CHRIST:.LS BIRD COUNT

4 compilotion (made for the Ludubon lingazine by Lisut. A.E. Eyron),
of birds scen on the Christies 3ird Count included thé following spceics:

Picd-billed Grebe, 2; Greet Bluc Heron, 12; Bleck-crowned Night Hcron,
2: Gadwcoll, 23; Beldpete, 48; Pintail, 18; Showveller, 3; Redheaod, 1;
fnerican ¥organser, 5; Cooper's Howk. 1;Sharp-shinned Hewk, 2; Red-tailed
Howk, 3; Harsh Powk, 125 Pigeon Howk, 1; Sperrow Eawk, ©; Scaled Quail,Z2l;
Gembol's Quail, 15; Florida Gellinule, 1; Killdecer, 6; Wilson's Szpipe, 1;
Loost Sondpiper, 35; Mourning Dove, 86; Roadrumncr, &; Horned Owl, 8:,40.
Short-carcd Owl, 1; Belted Kingfishor, 2; Ded-shafted Flicker, 10; Dowmy
Woodpocker, 1; Cactus Woodpesker, 1; Blask Fhocbe, 2; Sey's Phocbe, 2;
Crow, 25; Whits-nockcd Raven, 4653 Verdin, 7; Bush-tit, 1; Bewick'!s Wren,l;
lorsh Wren, 3; Crissal Thresher, 1; Chostnut-backed Bluebird, 5; Plumbcous
Gnatcatchor, 2;Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 10; fLmerican Pipit, 7; White-rumped
Shrike, 14; Ludubon's Warbler, 7; Westorn Mceadowlsrk, 253 Yellow-hzsaded
Blackbird,26; Red-wing,960; Brewer's Blackbird, 20; Pyrrhuloxis, 2;
English Spurrow, 620; House Finch, 357; Arkansas Goldfinch, 7; Groen-
tailed Towhee, 2; Spotted Towhee, 3; Conyon Towhee, 5; Lark Bunting, 180;
Szavannah Sparrow, 8; Scott's Sparrow, 3; Desort Sporrow; 155 Schufeldt
Junco, 35; Pink-sided Junco, 16; Gray-headed Junco,Z; Chipping Sparrow, 2;
Brewsr's Sparrow, 3; Black-chinned Sporrow, 1; Gambel's Sparrow, 751;
Song Sparrow, 19. ' .

Club rocords show thet scveral common species were not observed this

yecar. These arc as follows: Coriion 1allard, New kexican Black, Green-
winged ond Bluc-winged Tenl, Convas- back, Lesser Scoup, Turkcéy Vulture,
fmericen Rough-logged Hewk, Prairie Feleon, Sora, American Coot, Greater

;:d-ﬁ?;lgﬁ Lesserlegs, Pectoral snd Seni-palmeted Sandpipers, Long-billed

Dowiteohcr, Western Sandpiper, Ring-billed Gull, Burrowing Owl, Woodhousc's
Jay, Red-breozsted Nuthatch, W. Housc Wren, Cotus Wron, W. iockingbird, -
ilountain Bluebird, Cassin's Purple Finch, W. Sawannah Spoarrow, W. Vesper
Spuarrow, Sagc Sparrow, snd White-crowned Sparrow.

Less common species seen in former counts arc: Common Loon(Kirksey),
Jmerican Bgret, Osprey, Spotted Sandpiper, Barn pwl, W, Yellowthroat
(Keefer),, Pale Goldfinch ond Slate-colored Fox Sparrow,

‘Compiléd from Club notes by Ruby Zllen

CHIHUAHUL BIRDS AT THANKSGIVING

The BlPeso-Chihushua bus rolled southward, (Nov.26, 1943) through
cloudy, chilling weether, Vulture, Sparrow Hewk and Mourning Dove seemed
rot to mind the drizzling rain, During the afternoon & tinid sun,
intcrmittently lighted the countryside. Horned Lark, Westcrn Robin,
Fnite-ruaped Shrike znd Moadowlerk were in evidence,

Eerly on the two following mornings, two nembers of the El Paso Bird
Study Ylub texied out to La Junte, a natural picnic ground loccted at the
junction of two streons. The grove of cottorwood, selt cedars cnd willows
wore the green and yellow of autunan, The grasscovered hills showed an
occasional clup of bare thorncd mcsquite. The first norning wos dismal
and cold and drizzling; the second cloudy,’ but with a reluctant sun =
brightening the last hour. The list db@sinjggdn the two mornings (about -.#
fivc hours) was a followss R g

Turkey Vulturc; a large Buteo (probably Ferruginous Roughleg) ;
Kildecr; viestcrn Mqurning Dove; Vhite-winged Dove; Ince Dove; Belted
Kingfisher; Red-shafted Flicker; Rcd-nuped Sepsucker; Downy Woodpecker
(Bacheldor's 7); Golden-fronted Woodpecker; Black Phoebe: Vernillion Fly-
cutcher; Yiestern Croaw; Thite-ncckcd Raven; Thite-breasted Nuthatch; Rock
“ron; westorn ilockingbird; Ruby-crovned Kirzlet; Wwhite-ruaped Shrike;
Audubon's “Jarbler; 3lack-ard white ~erbler(?); Rrewer's Blackbird; Grect-
teited Grickle; Pyrrhuloxia, Cessin's Purple Finch, Purple Finch;
hLrkenses Goldfinch; Green-tailed Towhee; Canyon Téwhee; Desert Sparrow;
"Pink-sided Junco; Rcd-backed Junco; Gray-hcaded Junco; ilesterr Chipping
Sperrow; Cley-colored Sparrow,

The Brewer's Blackbirds and Grest-tailed Graeckles dominated the
grove, celling and singing noisily to one another; the Yiecstern Mourning
Doves were nunerous in the bordering cotton fields, the Juncos, in &
considerable flock, fed in & tanfle of wild sunflowers.

Harguerite iiright
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THE EL PASO BIRD STUDY CLUB -

It wes on Dec. 4, 1938, that & smell group of birdlovers met ot the
home of Dr, and lrs. Epstein to form &n orgenization. The ncme was
chosen for the club and the following officers were elected:

Presidert, Dr. I.¥,Epstcin, Vice-President, ¥rs. F. 4. Snidow (who
wes very shortly succeeded by Yrs. .7, .Wizmberly): Secretery, Hiss ¥ary
5c¢lle Keefer; Treasures Mrs, Jusper Harowey, :

The ainms of the club were set forth cs follows:

To guicken intersst in birds

- To cooperate with agerciss of kindred nature

To report findings to the Fish and Wildlife Service

To get Naoturc Study taught in the City Schools
7, To get the cooperation of agencies now destructive to bird life, as
mosguito exterminators and land owners who burn coverage

Tc procure o bird reLuEe neer El Peso .

To cosperate with the College of Mines in getting ornltholovwcal
specciznens for the museun

While We can not soy that these sims have been reelized, let us
review very briefly some of the activities of the club, -

Our most intersive efforts werc put into the procurenent as n bird
refuge of some 500 acres nesr El Paso on the west side of the Rio Grande,
extending from the settlenent of Courchesne to the Courntry Club Road, which
cane into the possession of the Federnl Govermnnent with the straightening
of the river, At one tinme we were.to5ld that the lsnd wnos to he set aside .
for this purpose, but after three yeers the finel steps have not been itsken
end we do not know if they will ever be,

L Christmes bird count has been made by the club every year except in
1942 end the report has appecred in the fudubon Negezine.

Informotion has been furnished to Dr. Oberholser, formerly of the
Fish end #ildlife Service, on unusual bird records for this region which
he mode use of in-his book on "Birds of Texas", .still a¥npublished,

L check 1list of the birds of the El Pasc rsgion wes complied by the
late Tom Miller Kirksey end lirs, Lena McBee for use by the club nembers.
and others interested.

In January, 1942, the first number of THE ROLDRUNNER made its
eppearance; & three-poge bullentin which was alnost entirely the work of
Fom willer Kirksey. Its purpose as announced by the editor was; To
preserve ond dispense information sbout birds; to serve as a source of
reference and as a notive of club meetings. THE ROADRUNNER continues to
be published; since Tom's death it has been &ably carrled on by Mrs, .
wright, Iirs, licBee, and lrs, Allen,

Meetings were formerly held monthly except for the :sunmer months,
Fow for the duration, they are called at the discretion of the president.
The progrems are varied. There hove been peapers by the nenbers sone
bird movies, and = few out-of-town spcakers, .

The club has not grown much in membership, but we are holilng our
own, /[ nunber of our men are in the zormed forces; but we ere trying to
keep the organization alive until the time, if and when the Government
sees fit to geant the Bird Refuge, If we obtain thet, we shall at least
£¥dl- thet we have justified our existence.

-~
.

¥ery Belle Keefer

The sezsons chaenge, the winds they shift and vesr;

The gress of yesteryear

Is dead; the birds depart, the groves decay;
—-Enpires dissolve and peoples disappear;

ong passes not awmy,

Willipm “Watson
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The Geme Birds and Memmels of the San Lndres Refuge, New liexico

Written for THE ROADRUNIER, puElication of the
F1 Peso Bird Study Club. Dccember, 1943

by

Lrthur F. Helloran
Refuge Menoger

The Sen hndres Natiormal Wildlife Refuge of the fish and Wildlife
Jervice U, S, Dspariment of the Interior was creeted by executive order
of the President, Jsnuary 22, 1941, The primery purpose of the refuge
is to incremse the remnant herd of Mexican bighorn or mountain sheep
(Ovis canndensis rmexicana) in the San indres Mountains of south-centrel
New Mexico., Sportsmen through out the world have long recognized the
bighorn sheep &s omne of the finest big-game animals of this continent.
Men interested in the perpetuation Of this native wild sheep recently
found but three native herds left im New Mexico, The native sheep of -
Texas too have bsen found to be on the decline, The San Angres Refuge,
then, is oné of a series of Federal big game refiges created tp learn .
riore of the bighorn sheep and to protect it so that this enimal may
not disasppear from our faune. }

The messive curved horns of the bighorn ram are well-known to most
people interested in natural history. The slender, bsckward-curving
horns of the ewes, however, have not been piptured es often, and cre less
well known. Also the ewes are much smaller than the ranms, their weights
have been estinated at Ewoig-100 to 150 pounds. Rams up to 350 pounds
are recorded in the litersture. ) ' .

Present i:dications are thet under protection the bighorns on the
Sen Andres Refuge ere slowly increasing, The present estimate is at
least 60 hezd. - - .

The groy mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus crooki) is elso present on
the refuge. This aninel is common and is frequently seen even from the
nain trails in the early morning and late afternoon hours of the dey.

Tn order to insure an adequete forage crop for our increasing sheep

and to keep the deer herd from overrunning the range, special permit
deer hunts have been inaugurated on the fefuge, Both in 1942 and .1943 &
linited number of deer of both sexes were removed by hunters in cooper=
ation with the New Mexico Geme and Fish Department. w -

Four types of game birds have been noted on the ares. .These
birds are given full protection at all tines. Both the Arizonsa scaled
gqueil end the Ganmbel queil can be found in the vicinity of water.
Generally spesking the two species keep to themselves, but rarely one
ney find coveys that, for the time being at least, include both species.

In addition to these common residents the bend-teiled pigeon and
the elusive Mesrns' queil have bothe been noted twice on the refuge.
Plants of Hungarian partridge heave been made in the pest, (previous to
1941 by cther agencies) but were not successful and no locel birds

can be found of this exotic species. No old or recent records of ,.m:’

turkeys in the San findres Mounteins have been found so we mey "¥Wessune
for the present at least that this fine gene bird was not a part of
the native fauna of this rugged area,



