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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Because [ was a physics major in college, people sometimes ask me how I reconcile science and religion. My
answer to that question is quite simple. I don’t. As a Lutheran, science and religion have two (2) fundamentally
different goals. Science answers fundamental questions about cosmic order; i.e., how does the universe func-
tion. Religion answers fundamental questions about cosmic purpose; i.e., how do we live properly in the uni-
verse. Science and religion complement each other. If we believe that God is the creator of all good things that
exists, then people of faith view science as a gift from God to help us better see and understand God’s marvel-
ous handiwork in the world around us.

There is also a fundamental difference between science and religion. Science, the description of how the world
works, is ever-changing and ever evolving. The fundamentals of science change. Just consider what we know
about the usefulness of masks with Covid. We went from proposing any face covering, to wearing any surgical
mask, to finally understanding that only an N-95 mask made a significant difference in stopping the spread of
Covid. Ever-changing knowledge. Or consider that 40 years ago, we thought that protons, neutrons, and elec-
trons were the smallest stable constituents of atoms. We know that is no longer accurate.

The fundamental beliefs of religion do not change. God made us and all that exists. (First Article of the
Apostles’ Creed) Human beings themselves damaged the loving relationship with God and can’t stay out of
trouble. Thus, only God can fix the mess we created, so he sent Jesus, true God and true man, to restore the
relationship with God that we damaged. (Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed) As baptized

children of God, God promises to be with us and care for us with the same love he has for his

Son, Jesus. (Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed) These fundamentals have not changed. This

unchanging reality is supremely expressed in the Lesser Doxology: Glory be to the Father, and

to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Weleck
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Christian Education

Sunday school has begun! We want to thank the adult Bible study group for helping with our kick-off
breakfast on September 8™ and our awesome senior high youth group for hosting the Rally Day cook-
out on September 15™.

In September we learned about the first sin and then Noah’s Ark with crafts, games, cooking, drama
and science. On October 6" we will take a break and bring our pets to church for a blessing on St.
Francis Sunday. Everyone is welcome—invite your friends and neighbors!

We'll finish October learning about Naomi & Ruth and Hannah & Samuel. Reformation Sunday is on
October 27" and we’ll learn all about Martin Luther and how he helped change the world.

Don’t miss the trunk or treat hosted by our senior high youth group on October 26" from 4-6:30 p.mM.
This is another great opportunity to fellowship with each other and to invite friends and neighbors to
your favorite church!

We also have another wonderful group of young people who on September 11" began preparation
to confirm the promises that were made for them at their baptism. Pastor Weleck and | are looking
forward to spending Wednesday evenings with them.

Augustus is blessed with lots of children and young people. Thank you for praying for them and for
encouraging them on their faith journeys.

Grace & peace,

Sonya Sowards, Director of Christian Education




Graceful Generosity

Published to help you grow as a steward of God’s grace.

“Everything
comes from
You, and we
have given
You only what
comes from
Your hand.”

1 Chronicles 29:14

b, A

Over-Spending, Over-Saving,
and Under-Giving Our Money

God has provided the members of this
congregation with more than enough resources
to carry out the Lord’s Great Commission to
make more and better disciples of Jesus Christ.
Compared with most of the world we are rich!

So why are we often short of the finances we
need for our church’s mission and ministry? The
answer is: because of three problems.

T Some of us Over-Spend. We escalate
luxuries into necessities. We don’t “live
within our harvest” (Persian proverb.)
Living beyond our means is poor
stewardship of God-given resources. It leads
to financial disaster and many other
resultant sins and problems. Overspending,
often through credit cards, also limits our
ability to share. Someone once said, “To
become a person of means, one has to live
within one’s means.

7 Others of us Over-Save. We’re so afraid of
material insecurity that we hoard vast sums

of money and hate to part with it. If we save
only for the purpose of amassing money, we
resemble the “Rich Fool” of Luke 12. When
saving becomes an end rather than a means
to reach our financial goals, our money will
not be spent for the purpose for which God
gives it to use in the first place, which is to
use in service to him as a means to help
those in need and extend his kingdom.

¥ Those two problems lead to Under-Giving,
and God’s work languishes from lack of
funds. It’s a good thing God does not under-
give. We are saved for all eternity because
he “loved the world so much that he gave
his only Son . . .” (John 3:16.) When we
give money away, we break its power over
us, meet the needs of others, and glorify
God. We can go be certain that we cannot
be fulfilled unless we are giving of our time,
talent, and treasure. We were designed by
God to give as he gives, and he is more
willing to give us what he can give through
us.

God’s Word addresses the problems of Over-
Spending, Over-Saving and Under-Giving!
Over-Spending

T “In the house of the wise are stores of

choice food and oil, but a foolish man
devonrs all he has” (Proverbs 21:20).

T “The rich rule over the poor, and the
borrower is servant to the lender.”
(Proverbs 22:7)

T “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves breal in and steal” (Matthew
6:19).

T “Watch out! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist

in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke
12:15).



2024 Historic Trappe Free Lecture Series
St. Luke's Church, 200 W. Main Street, Trappe, PA
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Refreshments Following Lecture
For more information, please visit the Historic Trappe Facebook Page

Oct. 22 Trevor Brandt on fraktur + Americana Insights book signing
Nov. 19 Chris Malone on paintings by Charles Hofmann + Americana Insights book signing




Augustus Book Club

The next meeting is Monday, October 21, 2024 at 7:00 pm in the Vestry room.
We’ll discuss The Prince of Tides by Pat Conroy
Contact Karen McClain 610-489-9625 or office@augustustrappe.org




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
7:00 pm Vestry 9:00 am Quilting | 6:00 pm Bell
Meeting 2:00 pm Staff Choir
Meeting 7:00 pm Vocal
c 0 e l ‘ 6:00 pm 3-in-1 Choir
6:00 pm Sr.
Youth Group
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:00 am Holy Communion 7:00 pm Communi- | 9:00 am Soup 6:00 pm Bell
9:00 am Blessing of Animals ty Club Kitchen Choir
9:00 am Adult Bible Study 6:00 pm 3-in-1 7:00 pm Vocal
10:30 am Holy Communion Choir
13 Staff Appreciation 14 15 16 17 18 19
Sunday 7:00 pm Knit- | 9:00 am Quilting 2:00 pm Staff 6:00 pm Bell
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10:30 am Holy Communion
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8:00 am Holy Communion 7:00 pm Book | 7:00 pm Commit- | 6:00 pm 3-in-1 6:00 pm Bell 4:00 pm
9:00 am Sunday School Club tee Night Choir TRUNK
9:00 am Adult Bible Study 7:00 pm Vocal OR
9:00 am Sr. Youth Group Choir TREAT
10:30 am Holy Communion
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Ted Lewis Paul Gallagher Molly Hynes Cormac Miller Eugene Frank Andrew Fisher  Tami Firth
Lizabeth Niskala Tammi King Stephanie Lash Cheryl Imes
Cheryl MacMullen Michael Wells
Tony Mancuso
Ike Matoney
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Michael Krasley ~ Evan Griggs Kelsie Mourar Curt Allen Gavin Strasinski Abigail Catagnus
Dorothy Rieger Mildred Stuffle  Amy Wells
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Jennifer Beattie  Bryan Fishell Kathryn Bubeck Dale O'Hara Alfred Dubeck
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Robert Slauch
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Douglas Sweeney



