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September is Childhood Cancer Awareness Month

CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS
This publication is a product of the Love, Chloe Foundation. It is
done as part of a campaign in September to raise awareness about
children battling cancer. The stories included are about local families
that have been affected by childhood cancer.
A special thank you to Forever Memories for taking all the hero
photos of the children.
For more information about the foundation,
please visit www.lovechloe.org.
Love, Chloe Foundation • 2125 Crawford
Place • Salina, KS 67401 • 785-342-5534
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Chloe ’s Story

Written by Heidi Feyerherm-Smith, Chloe’s Mom
It was nearly 11 years ago that I
heard the words “your child has cancer.” My life as I knew it would never
be the same. My daughter, Chloe, was
diagnosed with Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine
Glioma (DIPG) on Nov. 6, 2006.
DIPG is an aggressive brainstem
cancer that has no option for surgery
and is treated with radiation and chemotherapy. These treatments have not
shown any viable outcomes and children diagnosed are typically expected
Chloe and her mom, Heidi
to survive 10-12 months.
Chloe was diagnosed at 6 years old
I started the Love, Chloe Foundation
and underwent radiation therapy during in 2008 and began my journey as an
her first six weeks. A few months later,
Monkey In My Chair program.
2008
advocate for all children battling cancer.
after her cancer started progressing,
The demand for the program
• March 1 - The Love, Chloe FounThrough the foundation, we are able to
she started treatment with a Phase I
was growing quickly, and this
dation was formed by the family
raise money for local families with chilpartnership would allow the pro- clinical trial.
dren undergoing treatment as well as
and friends of Chloe Feyerherm.
Unfortunately, these treatments did
funding much needed research. I also
gram to continue to grow.
This was on what would have
not save Chloe’s life from this deadly
2012
started a program, Monkey In My Chair,
been Chloe’s 8th birthday. Chloe
disease. She, like so many other chil• January - Love, Chloe starts a
to help children when they are missing
passed away on Oct. 17, 2007,
dren,
could
not
beat
the
odds.
school due to treatment.
local
family
support
program.
after an 11-month battle with DIPG
Chloe passed on Oct. 17, 2007, just
We send a big stuffed monkey along
The foundation provides financial
(Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma).
eleven months after her diagnosis. She with a lot of other items to families all
assistance to area families with
• September - The 1st annual
was 7 years old and had just started
across the country. The monkey goes
children diagnosed with cancer.
Love, Chloe Kickball Jam was
2nd grade at Coronado Elementary.
to school in the child’s place when they
•
June
Love,
Chloe
founder,
held. This was the first fundraisThis was nearly 10 years ago and
are unable to attend. This helps to keep
Heidi Feyerherm-Smith is
ing event for the foundation.
children
are
still
being
diagnosed
each
the child connected with their classselected as a Buck O’Neil Leg2009
day and are still not given any better
mates during this difficult time. The proacy
Seat
recipient
with
the
Kan• January - The Monkey In My
odds of survival. The research is coming gram serves more than 1,200 children
sas
City
Royals.
Chair program was officially
• August - Love, Chloe is featured along, but for children with only months each year.
launched. This program provided
to live, it is not nearly quickly enough.
Childhood cancer has changed my
on the television show, Great
children with a large stuffed monI knew after my experience with
life
in so many ways. I miss my little girl
American Heroes with Trace
key to take their place in school
Chloe’s cancer that my life would conevery minute of every day. I miss her
Adkins. The show aired on the
while they were out for cancer
tinue in a new direction. I did not want
smile, her laugh, her singing and dancGreat American Country channel. any other family to have to endure the
treatments. The program was
ing. I miss her silliness and her hugs.
inspired by Chloe’s love of mon- 2015
pain that I felt having a child go through She had an amazing ability to touch the
• July - Love, Chloe hosts the 1st cancer treatments and passing away. I
keys and school.
hearts of everyone she met. I will do
annual Race Against the Odds
• February - The 1st annual Love,
wanted to help fund new research and
everything in my power to continue her
5K and 1 mile run.
Chloe Crop was held. A crop is
therapies and also help families going
legacy. I will continue to fight until there
2017
an all-day event for scrapbookthrough similar journeys.
is a cure for all of our children.

Love, Chloe Foundation

2010
•
•

2011
•

•

ers, crafters and quilters to come
together and work on projects.
October - The Dancers for Pediatric Cancer was held to benefit
Love, Chloe.
August - Love, Chloe wins a
$25,000 grant for the Monkey In
My Chair program through the
Pepsi Refresh contest.
March - Love, Chloe joins the
DIPG Collaborative. This group
of foundations funds ground
breaking research to find a cure
for pediatric brain cancer.
September - Love, Chloe partners with The Cure Starts Now
Foundation to help fund the

•

•

•

•

April - Love, Chloe’s dance fundraiser is changed to Chloe’s
Dance Extravaganza and has its
most successful year yet, bringing in more than $6,000
July - Love, Chloe’s 5K event
is renamed to the Love, Chloe
Superhero Family Fun Run. The
event honored local children
battling cancer as superheroes.
September - Love, Chloe celebrates the 10th annual kickball jam with a Guiness World
Record attempt.
October - Love, Chloe to host
it’s 1st Annual Pinwheels for Ally
Gala & Golf event. This event
is in memory of Ally Eilert and
inspired by her friends and family.
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chloe

3/1/00-10/17/07
DIAGNOSED with

DIPG

11/2006
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Brett
In October 2016, Brett was having
pain in his left leg. It was thought to
be a fractured femur. His leg was not
getting better, and he eventually he
couldn’t walk.
Brett went back for another x-ray
and MRI on Nov. 3, and that is when
a tumor was discovered. He was sent
to Children’s Mercy in Kansas City
where they did scans and ran test for
the next five days. It was determined
that he had an 11-inch tumor in his left
femor and spots on his right lung.
The plan was to start chemotherapy
immediately, and there was also
discussion of other options such as
amputation and a prosthetic. For the
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prosthetic, it had to be done through
compassionate use and only so many
could be approved each year. They
decided the prosthetic was the best
option but had to wait until February
for it to be approved. While waiting for
the surgery, Brett was in a lot of pain.
He was not able to put any weight on
his leg and ended up in wheelchair.
On Feb. 22 Brett was able to get
the surgery at the KU Medical Center
where they removed his bone and put
in a prothestic.
On April 5 they were able to do a
thorocotomy to remove the spots in
his lung. This procedure was a success, and he continued with chemo
treatments. Although Brett’s treatments
are supposed to be weekly, they are
frequently delayed due to low blood
counts. He has had two lengthening
procedures and will continue to get
them four times a year to lengthen his
leg until he stops growing.
As a single parent, Brett’s mom
has to juggle her time with Brett at
this treatments in Kansas City and his
older brother. She has been fortunate
to have friends and family step in to
help.
Although dealing with the cancer
diagnosis and treatment has been dificult, Brett’s mom feels fortunate to be
able to spend so much time with Brett.
The family has also dealt with
another tragedy in 2009 when Brett’s
dad died in the line of duty while bat-

Katie

11/9/89-1/17/07
DIAGNOSED with
Medulloblastoma and
Brain Stem glioma

1996 and 2006

tling a fire in Wisconsin.
Brett’s mom says that the hardest
part has been watching Brett in pain.
She does feel blessed that they were

Brett VanHandel
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given the option to get the prosthetic.
Brett’s has not been able to attend
school since last Halloween. He has
a homebound teacher that comes to
help him stay up on his school work.

Age: 10
Battling: Osteosarcoma since November 2016
Loves: Green Bay Packers, Flash and Captain America

You can follow Brett’s
story and help his family at
www.youcaring.com - Brett
VanHandel’s Cancer
Fighting Fund
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kendra

DIAGNOSED with

Pilocytic
Astrocytoma
11/1996
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Kaiden
Kaiden was diagnosed in May 2009,
a few months after his 4th birthday,
with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL). He was in remission
four weeks later.
Oct. 2010 - He is almost a year
and a half into treatment when
he relapses. Kaiden is back into
remission four weeks later and
receives high dose chemo treatments about every week, to cure
his leukemia.
Nov. 2012 - Kaiden relapses again.
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Jan. 2013 - Kaiden is back into
remission! He needs to have a
bone marrow transplant.
Feb. 28, 2013 - Kaiden receives a
bone marrow transplant from his
4-year-old sister.
Nov. 14, 2013 - Kaiden relapses a
third time, and starts treatments
again.
Jan. 2014 - Kaiden is back into
remission and working to get into
a clinical trial at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP).
June 2014 - Kaiden receives two
doses of his modified T Cells at
the Children’s Hospital at Philadelphia.
Sept. 2014 - Kaiden receives a third
dose of modified T Cells in Philadelphia.
March 2015 - Kaiden has another
relapse. The search for new treatment options starts.
June 2015 - Kaiden starts high dose
chemo, followed by another bone
morrow transplant.
Aug. 2015 - Kaiden has his second
bone marrow transplant, with his
dad as the donor.
Nov. 2015 - Results show Kaiden
has 100% donor cells, and is
doing well!!
March 2016 - Kaiden relapses for a
fifth time.
April 2016 - Kaiden starts low dose
chemo to hold off his disease as
long as possible so he can be a

jesslyn

DIAGNOSED with

neuroblastoma
9/2002

kid and enjoy things!
June 2016 - Kaiden starts a new
trial drug in hopes to kill the leukemia cells. Special FDA approval is
required for him to take this medicine.

July 2016 - Kaiden is in remission
and continuing the trial drug Inotuzumab for six cyles.

September 2017
Jan. 2017 - Kaiden receives his last
dose of Inotuzumab and is doing
well!
July 2017 - Kaiden relapses for the
sixth time, and is starting low dose
chemo to hold off his disease while
the search to find another treatment for him ensues.

Kaiden Schroeder
Age: 12
Battling: Leukemia
since May 2009
Loves: K-State and The
Royals

You can follow
Kaiden’s story at
www.caringbridge.org/
visit/kaidenschroeder
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chelsea

DIAGNOSED with

Astrocytoma
7/2003
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Greg
After complaining of leg pain in April
2017, Greg went to the doctor to see what
was going on. They did a biopsy and a
cancerous tumor was discovered in his
right fibula. He was diagnosed with Osteosarcoma on April 26, 2017.
After four chemotherapy treaments,
Greg has surgery in August to remove the
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tumor. He will continue the treaments for
the next four to five months.
Greg is a junior at Salina Central High
School. He plays football for the Mustangs,
but due to his diagnosis, he has to sit out
this year.

Greg Gibson

Age: 16
Battling: Osteosarcoma
since April 2017
Loves: LSU and the New
Orlean Saints
His heroes: parents,
Coach Hall and
Frenchie Buckner
(XCel Mentor)
You can follow Greg’s
story and help his family at
www.gofundme.com/
greg-drayce-gibsonscancer-fund
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Kyson

DIAGNOSED with

Embryonic
Carcinoma
4/2003
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ethan

3/22/99-3/3/05
DIAGNOSED with

rhabdoid tumor
12/2004
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Superhero Run

On Saturday, July 15, 2017, Love,
Chloe hosted the Superhero Strong
Family Fun Run event in Salina. The
event included a one-mile walk and a
5K run/walk.
This annual event brought together
people from all over the state to
support the fight against childhood
cancer. Love, Chloe has designated
this event’s proceeds to fund much
needed research. The research that
is funded is through the Cure Starts
Now Foundation and the DIPG Collaborative. The mission of The Cure
Starts Now Foundation is to work to
find the “Home run cure” for cancer.
This strategy focuses on finding a
cure for
the more
difficult
cancers
to treat,
which will
in turn
lead to a
cure for all
cancers.
Love,
Chloe has
been partnering with
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Chloe’s dance

extravaganza
Dancers from all across Kansas
came together on April 30 to raise
money for childhood cancer. This
was the eighth year for the event.
The event was previously known
as Dancers for Pediatric Cancer,
but was renamed to Chloe’s Dance
Extravaganza.
This fundraising event consisted

of the dance showcase, raffles,
silent auction, mystery grab bags
and a lot of vendors. This year’s
event also included a professional
photographer, Katherine Scheck, to
document the event for the dancers.
The event featured dancers from
several studios and raised more
than $6,000

The Cure Starts Now since 2011 with
the Monkey In My Chair program and
funding research. They are based out
of Cincinnati and have 32 chapters
across the United States.
The Cure Starts Now is an organization with great efficiency and effectiveness, operating with only a 3%
overhead. The foundation has funded
more than $2.8 million in research.
The race brought together more
than 300 particpants and raised more
than $18,000. Many of our local cancer families were able to form teams
with family and friends to support
this cause. We honored many of the
children in our community that are
currently in the fight with childhood
cancer. These brave children were
the true superheroes at this event.

darby

DIAGNOSED with

Myofibrosarcoma
12/2010
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Morgan

4/22/99-11/21/14
DIAGNOSED with

dipg

2/2013
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Kicking for a
World Record
This year’s 10th annual Love, Chloe
Kickball Jam will be a record setting
event. Everyone is invited to join in
on the fun and help set a Guinness
World Record.
The world record
attempt is for the
most people kicking
a kickball simultanously. The goal is
to get 500 people
for this record. Each person that participates is encouraged to donate $5,
and they will get to keep a custom
kickball from the event. The attempt
will take place at noon on Saturday,
Sept. 16 at the East Crawford Playing
Fields on Markley Road. Participants
are encouraged to arrive by 11:30
that day to ensure that there are
enough people for the attempt.
Once the attempt is documented,
it will be submitted to the Guiness
World Record for approval. The
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approval for the record can take 12 to
15 weeks.
Each year, teams come together to
play in this double elimination co-ed
tournament. The kickball jam is one
of the Love, Chloe Foundation’s most
successful events and has raised more
than $75,000 in the past 9 years.
Teams are encouraged to do fundraising for the event to help boost the
amount that the event brings in. Participants are then eligible to win prizes
for their fundraising efforts.
Teams are also encouraged to show
their team spirit and compete for the
Team Spirit Trophy! This is always a
lot of fun and many of the teams show
a lot of creativity with their team spirit.
The event also features raffle baskets and mystery grab bags. The public is invited to attend this fun event.
There will be Love, Chloe awareness
items for sale as well.

reed

10/15/09-3/3/11
DIAGNOSED with

Rhabdoid Liver Cancer

10/2010
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crafters gather
for a cause
The Love, Chloe Foundation
hosted its ninth annual scrapbooking and crafting event in February
2017. This event is an 18-hour crafting retreat for scrapbookers, crafters
and quilters.
The event includes food, prizes,
goodie bags and raffles for everyone that attends. There was also
a vendor fair on Saturday that
included more than a dozen businesses.
Next year’s event is set for March
2-3, 2018. Registration will be open
in Janaury. For more information on
this event, visit www.lovechloe.org

Childhood Cancer Walk

Thursday, September 14, 2017

6:30 pm

Start at Genesis
(601 N. Main, McPherson, KS)
In r
o
hon

Speakers
Refreshments
Childhood
Cancer Info

Melissa

DIAGNOSED with

LEUKEMIA
7/2012
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Riley
Riley fell down the stairs in 2014
and hurt her back. After a visit to the
ER, the doctor said that everything
looked fine.
Two years later, in March, she was
saying her back hurt again. Since it
was possible that the injury from the fall
had not healed, she went back to her
pediatrician. After an MRI, it showed
what was thought to be an enlarged
spleen.
Then, after a visit to a hemotologist
in Wichita, he ordered more scans.
This was when is was discovered that
she had a tumor on her adrenal gland.
She was sent to Children’s Mercy in
Kansas City in May 2016.
The doctor at Children’s Mercy said
that Riley had pheochromocytoma and
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needed surgery to remove the tumor.
She was in a lot of pain and started
losing her ability to walk just days
before surgery.
In June, after weeks of medications
to prepare for surgery, she was told
that pheochromocytoma is rarely cancerous, and she should be fine after
surgery.
Testing of the tumor after surgery
showed it to be benign. Riley wasn’t
getting any better so her mother took
her back to the pediatrician for more
scans that could be sent to Children’s
Mercy.
In August, the orthopeadic doctor
said she had osteonecrosis and that
it should clear up on its own in a few
months.
Riley’s mother wanted answers and
asked that they conduct more tests
and scans. After much persistance,
they agreed to do more scans in Kansas City.
In September, they were told she
had cancer in her bones and her bone
marrow. The scans showed 80% of her
bones were full of cancer.
After beginning treatment, it was
decided at the end of October that she
had neuroblastoma and not pheochromocytoma. This changed everything.
Currently, Riley is receiving chemotherapy and antibody treatments.
The cancer is out of her bone marrow.

ava

DIAGNOSED with

ependymoma
9/2013

They hope to go to Fort Worth, Texas,
for her MIBG radiation therapy at
Cook’s Children’s Hospital.
Riley is very strong and loving. Her
brother is great and helps her with
everything to the point he annoys her
but they love each other.
“Things have been hard, but I have

September 2017
a supportive family, and my home town
and the kids’ school and so many others have been so kind and giving. The
few fundraisers that have been done
helped so much. I am just so thankful
to everyone for the kind thoughts and
continued prayers for Riley and my
family.” says April Tow, Riley’s mom.

Riley Scott

Age: 11
Battling:
Neuroblastoma
since June 2016
Loves: Her new
hairless cat,
Truth Kit Kat
Nohaira

You can follow Riley’s
story on Facebook
Support for Riley
(group name)
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oscar

DIAGNOSED with

osteosarcoma
9/2013
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Hayden Ballou

Hayden
Hayden was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastomic Leukemia on Jan. 5, 2016.
Upon diagnosis, his blood work was so bad
that he was lifeflighted to Kansas City.
His official diagnosis was on the 6th by
Children’s Mercy. They started the standard
treatment, but after 30 days, it was not
working as well as they hoped. Hayden was
put in the high risk treatment and that was
much more effective.
Hayden traveled to Kansas City once or
twice a month for the first nine months for
regular treatments. During this high dose
methotrexate phase, he would stay in the
hospital several days at a time.
Hayden had a very rare side effect from
this chemo. He got second and third degree
chemical-type burns on his arms and face.
This cause Hayden to be in terrible pain.
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Age: 8
Battling: Leukemia
since January 2016
Loves: Captain
America and KU
Wants to be:
Firefighter and
Diesel Mechanic

He was assigned a burn unit team in hopes
that he wouldn’t have to be moved to the
burn unit.
After getting through all of that, he
ended up being flown back to Kansas City
for a high fever. During this stay, he then
added an infectious disease team to his
long list of doctors. He had nodules growing
in his lungs.
They did not do a biopsy because the
risk of infection was greater than the nodules as they were going away with strong IV
antibiotics and an anti-fungal IV medicine.
Hayden was admitted a couple more
times with fevers, but was declared in
remission after a 90-day biopsy.
He is currently on maintenance chemo
and will continue this for a little over a year.
Hayden battles blood sugar ups and downs
every month due to taking steriods.
He has had many CT scans, a lot of
heart tests, adrenal gland testing, kidney
tests, sonograms, lumbar punctures, bone
marrow biospy, port placement surgery and
x-rays.
He takes oral chemo every day as part
of the maintenance phase of his treatment.
Once a week, he also takes methotrexate
orally, but it doesn’t effect his skin since it’s
a low dose.
Hayden travels to Kansas City once a
month for IV chemo and a medication to
help prevent a pneumonia that immunocompromised kids are prone to. He is doing
so great; if you didn’t know he was sick,
you’d never guess it.

browynn
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(just like his dad)

You can follow
Hayden’s story on
Facebook Hope for Hayden
(group name)
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Michael

9/5/12-2/19/15

8/27/08-5/17/15

ETANTR

dipg

DIAGNOSED with

8/2014

DIAGNOSED with

9/2014
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Ike

On June 15, 2017, Ike and his
parents walked into the doctor’s
office hoping to hear that they had
ruled out leukemia and would move
on to less scary diseases that would
explain his headaches, fevers and
abnormal blood counts.
They were very sad, disappointed
and shocked as Dr. Rosen began
to put a name to his leukemia and
tell them what was going to happen
next. There is no way to prepare for
that, but they quickly moved from
the office to the hospital and got to
work.
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Ike Bauer
Age: 12

Ike had a spinal tap, a bone marBattling: Leukemia since June 2017
row sample taken, was inserted with
a PICC line and started his chemoLoves: Kansas City Chiefs and Royals and KU
therapy all within 48 hours.
His hero: Eric Berry
After just a month of treatment,
on July 20, Ike’s leukemia was in
remission. Ike and his family were
thrilled to know that the treament
was working.
He then prepared to have surgery
to replace the PICC line with a portacath. This would allow for easier
maintenance and access for his
chemotherapy treatments.
Although Ike has just begun his
battle with leukemia he has already
endure several spinal taps and a
blood transfusion. These are procedures that will become a regular
occurance with his journey with leukemia. The plan is to continue the
intense treatment for the next year.
Ike deals with the side affects of
the treatment on a daily basis. He
struggles with nausea and fatigue
but continues on with his stubborn
and strong personality.
He has been missing
a lot of school but conYou can follow Ike’s
tinues to stay involved
story at www.caringas much as he can. He
loves to play basketbridge.org/visit/
ball and travel with is
ikesjourneytohealthy
family.

ALLY

5/17/11-2/15/15
DIAGNOSED with

LEUKEMIA
1/2015
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dracon

DIAGNOSED with

Anaplastic Large
Cell Lymphoma
10/2015
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Andy

Andy was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia in December 2011.
After three and a half years of chemotherapy, he was told that he was done
with treament.
He was off of the chemotherapy for
one year and just getting routine check
ups. While at one of Andy’s routine doctor visit, they noticed some bruising on
his legs. They ordered blood work and
later that day it was determined that
Andy had relasped. This was in March
2016.
He was back on treatment and would
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Andy Tran

Age: 8
Battling: Leukemia
since December
2011
Loves: Ironman
His hero: his
brother, Noah

do so for the next three and a half years.
They started him on a more intense chemotherapy to help kill the leukemia.
Andy just recently started with the
maintenance phase of treatment and is
now about half way through his treatment plan.

You can follow Andy’s
story on Facebook
Aiding Andy (group name)
Help Andy’s family on
GoFundMe - Andy Tran Cancer
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ella

6/4/07-11/1/16
DIAGNOSED with

neuroblastoma
1/2016
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carson

DIAGNOSED with

DIPG

5/2016
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Raising Money & Awareness for Pediatric Cancer

The Love, Chloe Foundation is
excited to announce that the 1st
Annual Pinwheels for Ally Gala &
Golf event will be Saturday, Oct.
7 and Sunday, Oct. 8, 2017. This
inaugural event is in memory of Ally
Eilert who battled leukemia in 2015.
Her family and friends have come
together to help raise funds to help
others in the fight. The proceeds
from this event will go to the Love,
Chloe Foundation.
Ally was just 3 years old when
she was diagnosed with leukemia.
Ally could always light up any room
with her bright personality, big
bows and her great sense of style.
Although her battle with leukemia
only lasted six weeks, Ally’s impact
on those around her still continues.
During her fight, she was always
thinking of others and told her family that it was important that “friends
help friends.” This has become the
driving force behind her family to
move forward and help others in
Ally’s honor.
This gala will include a large silent
and live auction as well as a wine
pull and whiskey wagon. There will
be lots of great items available to
win. This event will honor and recognize many of the children in our
community that are batttling cancer.
The evening will be wrapped up
with a live band.
On Sunday morning, there will be
a 4-person scramble starting at 9
a.m. Golfers will have the chance
to win a Ford Mustang and a Kowasacki Mule on a hole-in-one.
Tickets for the event are available
at www.pinwheelsforally.org

Gala/Dinner Auction
OCTOBER 7TH, 2017

6pm - 10:30pm
SALINA COUNTRY CLUB
$40 per guest for dinner & cash bar
$60 per guest for dinner & open bar

Golf / 4-Man Scramble
OCTOBER 8TH, 2017

9:00am start
SALINA MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE
$75 per golfer includes breakfast, lunch, & beer
AUCTIONS
PARTICIPATE IN BOTH EVENTS & SAVE
ACTIVITIES
Gala & Golf $100 OR V.I.P. Gala & Golf $120 ENTERTAINMENT
:
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT
ENJOY
MOBILE
BIDDING AT
THE GALA

PINWHEELSFORALLY.ORG
BUSINESS CASUAL / COCKTAIL ATTIRE

