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HOLY COMMUNION 
Baptism of Our Lord 

January 7, 2024 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of 
God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear 
that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The 
Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved 
children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of 
God’s vision of justice and peace. 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
PRELUDE: We Three Kings Smith 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE) 
Stand  
HYMN: Baptized into Your Name Most Holy  

Printed on the next page. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Kneel/Stand  
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him 
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are 
baptized into Christ faithful in their calling to be your children and inheritors with 
him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
C Amen. 
 
Sit 
Later service only: 
INSTALLATION OF VESTRY 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Sit 
FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-5 
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This 
familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in 
their history. It remains good news for us. God created and continues to create 
new life. 

A A reading from Genesis. 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 
the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Later service only: 
PSALM 29 (The congregation’s verses are printed in in bold font.) 
 
1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6he makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; the voice of the LORD| shakes 
the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. 
 8The voice of the LORD makes the | oak trees writhe 
  and strips the | forests bare.  
 9And in the temple | of the LORD 
  all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as | king forevermore. 
 11The LORD shall give strength | to his people; 
  the LORD shall give his people the bless- | ing of peace.  
 
SECOND READING Acts 19:1-7 
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of 
repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of 
Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers 
them with gifts of the Spirit. 

A A reading from Acts. 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came 
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even 
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you 
baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with 
the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come 
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after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about 
twelve of them. 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The congregation sings the Acclamation. 

 
 
The choir sings the Verse. 

 
A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, | the Beloved,*  
with whom I | am well pleased.”  
 
The congregation repeats the Acclamation. 

 
 
GOSPEL Mark 1:4-11 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on 
whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy 
Spirit. 

P The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 
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“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit  
SERMON Pastor Weleck 
 
Stand 
Later service only: 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized  

Printed on the next page. 
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Stand 
The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 
NICENE CREED 
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge  
   the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly 

baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our 
growth in grace.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase 

of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and 
among peoples.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of 

war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, 
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day 
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts... 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and 

especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete 
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Worshippers do not greet one another. The service continues with the Offertory. 
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.  
OFFERTORY 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks: 

 
 
The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE: 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the minister continues with 

the preface for the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

The assembly continues with the SANCTUS: 

 
 
  



 

 
Page 16 Baptism of Our Lord 

The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther 
himself composed specifically for this purpose. 
P IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED, 

OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS; 
BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING: 
TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY + BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 

AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS, 
AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING: 
THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY + BLOOD, 
SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

C Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 
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Sit  
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you.The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
R Amen. 
 
We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and 
substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We 
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another 
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing 
to come forward for a blessing.  
 
Music during Communion: 
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 
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Later service only: 
ANTHEM: This Is My Beloved Son Uhl 
 
When John baptized the Christ, our Lord, the heavens opened wide.   
The Spirit from on high came down, descending like a dove.   
Assuring those on Jordan’s banks a voice proclaimed these words:  
This is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased. 
 
Come Holy Spirit heavenly dove.  Come now in visitation. 
Renew in us baptismal grace throughout each day, in every place. 
You are the way, the truth, the light.  Lead us to our salvation. 
 
Text and music © 1987 Augsburg Publishing House.  Reprinted and podcast under OneLicense 
#A735208. 
 
Stand 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, 
that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. 
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 
in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING (BENEDICTION) 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN: God, Whose Almighty Word  

Printed on the next page. 
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OFFERING 
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.  
 
POSTLUDE: God Whose Almighty Word Moore 
 

+ + + 
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License # SAS017622. 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain. 
 

+ + + 
 
The Christmas Cycle celebrates the events surrounding Christ’s coming — the 
prophecies, his birth, his manifestation (epiphany) to the Gentiles, and his baptism 
— through the Advent season, the Christmas season, and the Epiphany season. 
 
The liturgical color white, symbolic of purity, joy, and the light of Christ, is used 
on the festivals of Christ. 
 
 

+ + + 
 
Worship Assistants 
Ushers: Scott Halteman, Dick Allebach, Shane Elison, and Brooke Rush 
Elevator Attendant: Mike Taylor 
Lectors:  Lessons: Jen Wentworth  
Communion Assistant: Sherry Jessee 
Acolyte:  Grace Schlegel  Crucifer: Katie Kerr 
Altar Guild: Becky Quirk 
Offering Tabulation: John Kochel, Alison Fishell, and Shane Elison 
The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. 
John E. Schatz, Jr., and family in loving memory of Sister and Aunt Linda M. 
Dieffenbach Killen, Brother and Uncle Paul (Hap) Schatz, Parents and 
Grandparents Warren A. and Jacqueline Dieffenbach, and J. Edgar and Thelma 
Schatz. 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Marie Conver in memory of 
loved ones in Heaven – May God bless and protect you in 2024 and grant you a 
healthy and wonderful year. 

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
Brunswick in thanks for blessings received. 

 


