
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

February 12, 2024
The meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:00 p.m. (1800) by Commissioner Hudson.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 11th, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. (1800).  Present were Commissioner Hudson, Commissioner Pidduck, Commissioner Anderson (Zoom), Chief Berg, Battalion Chief Klinefelter and Secretary Berg. Firefighter Phill Zimmerman, Firefighter Chuck Royal, Firefighter Ryan Berg, community member Andrea Xaver, community member Tammie Grobschmidt (Zoom) and past commissioners Dean Shelton and Brian McMahan (Zoom) were also present.  
Commissioner Anderson made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Pidduck seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
*  January 8th Meeting Minutes

*  Accounts Payable Check #’s 4411-4435 in the amount of $12,607.26
*  Payroll Check #’s 4406-4409 and EFTPS in the amount of $3,090.84
Guest Speaker – Previous Big Lake Fire Commissioner Dean Shelton came to the meeting to give the new commissioners a brief background of the fire district from when he was a commissioner.  Previous Big Lake Fire Commissioner Brian McMahan also added some history from when he was a commissioner including info on the fire service, bonds and the advisory committee from 2022.
Correspondence:  N/A
Public Comment:  N/A
Old Business:  

Levy/Bond Postcard Tally – 2,508 postcards were mailed out to the voters in our District.  We received a total of 201 postcards votes, 135 for a levy and 66 for a bond.  There were a few cards with some feedback and the commissioners looked those over.
Resolution 23-247 – Commissioner Pidduck made a motion to rescind resolution 23-247.  Commissioner Anderson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Resolution 24-254 – (Resolution to replace 23-247) Commissioner Pidduck made a motion to approve resolution 24-254 to increase the levy rate by .25 cents.  Commissioner Hudson seconded.  Commissioner Anderson questioned the process.  Motion passed 2 to 1, with Commissioner Anderson opposed.   Commissioner Anderson feels like the ballot measure is being rushed and Commissioner Pidduck stated that we cannot continue to hobble along.  The new increase will bring the rate to .6391 (instead of the .80 the previous board voted for).  

Call Report – Battalion Chief Klinefelter gave an update on the call volume.  We have responded to 47 calls so far this year, 37 of those were in January.
New Business:  
Resolution 24-253 – Commissioner Pidduck made a motion to approve resolution 24-253, to allow alcohol for the firefighter’s banquet on February 24th from 5:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.  Commissioner Anderson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

Hydrants – Commissioner Anderson was contacted by a community member about the hydrants in our fire district.  He contacted the general manager of PUD who stated that Big Lake Fire is responsible for maintaining their hydrants and Big Lake Fire would have to pay to bring them up to date.  Chief Berg stated that Big Lake Fire does not own the hydrants and they have never been allowed to maintain them.  The commissioners all agreed to have Chief Berg contact PUD to find out how to have the hydrants maintained.

Helitac Crew / DNR – Chief Berg was contacted by the DNR to sign the Helitac crew agreement for this summer.  Chief Berg asked if they would be willing to increase their payment by $200.00 a month and they agreed.  The commissioners thanked him for taking care of this.
Community Event Calendar – Secretary Berg presented a calendar of events for 2024. The first event will be a community CPR class taught by Commissioner Pidduck.  She is also getting mannequins donated for that class.  The pancake feed is March 23rd and there will be a come talk to the assessor event on April 6th.   Commissioner Pidduck would like to also host quarterly classes including a first aid class and a home disaster preparedness class.  

Social Media – Commissioner Pidduck has taken over the fire departments Facebook page.  She will be doing the majority of the posting and will include educational posts.

Chief’s Report:   
· Chief Berg is planning on purchasing five new sets of gear to replace gear that is 19 years old. 
· Both the van and E921 are currently out of service.

· Lieutenant Joe Fleming completed the fire instructor course.

· All drivers are currently getting EVIP tested.

· Twelve volunteers from Big Lake Fire attended a fire engineer class last Saturday and Sunday, here at our station.

Assistant Chief/Battalion Chief Report: 
· The EMS levy will be on the April ballot.
· The wildfire grant will be opening soon.
· Firefighter Dugger is going to be helping out with the wildland classes.
· There was a fatality collision in Lake McMurray, so CISM came to debrief the firefighters.
Executive Session:  N/A
Good of the Order:  Commissioner Pidduck stated she is cancer free!!
Meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. (20:13)
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Herold Hudson, Commissioner Chair


