February 14, 2021
Transfiguration of Our Lord

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE: O Morning Star, How Fair & Bright (J. Pachelbel)
MEDITATION

Rope is a Woven Object
By Tor Kristian Berg

A loom has a weft and warp
through which a shuttle is passed back and forth
to form patterns that mimic life.

Colors are woven to form
images that are pleasant to the eye
as a cover for wall or form.

We are surrounded by these
products that are made by hand or machine
not knowing which is which or care.

Rope is a woven object
of natural or synthetic matter
one does not care when needing one.

Long fibers woven as one
one over the other to bear the same
weight, to be strong and to serve.

Whether through weft and warp
or through braid, both are made with deft fingers
to serve a need or a purpose.

My life has been a shuttle
brought through weft and warp, with another’s hand
through trial and error, a life.

Others are woven with me
braided with me in a kaleidoscope
a perfect life of hue and dye.



GATHERING SONG: O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! (ELW 308)
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GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the
mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and
illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE: Beautiful Savior (ELW 838)
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2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
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he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.
WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

THE WORD: Luke 9:28-45

“Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and
John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. “?’And while he
was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became
dazzling white. *°Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to
him. *'They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which
he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. *’Now Peter and his
companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed



awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. **Just as
they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah” — not knowing what he said. **While he was saying this, a cloud
came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered
the cloud. **Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son,
my Chosen listen to him!" **When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the
things they had seen.

*’0On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great
crowd met him. *®Just then a man from the crowd shouted, "Teacher, |
beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. *Suddenly a spirit seizes
him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the
mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. “°l begged your disciples
to cast it out, but they could not.” “'Jesus answered, "You faithless and
perverse generation, how much longer must | be with you and bear with
you? Bring your son here." ““While he was coming, the demon dashed him
to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed
the boy, and gave him back to his father. “*And all were astounded at the
greatness of God.

While everyone was amazed at all that he was doing, he said to his
disciples, “Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is going to
be betrayed into human hands. “°But they did not understand this saying;
its meaning was concealed from them, so that they could not perceive it.
And they were afraid to ask him about this saying.

Word of God,
word of life.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD: An Cailin Fionn (Phil Coulter)
Cheryl Miller, Flute - June Condra, Piano

CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: How Good, Lord, to Be Here! (ELW 315)
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we  hail your bod -y glo - ri- fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount,come with us to the plain.

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are not alone, we live in God's world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God. We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God's presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all people in need.

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far
and near, and for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world,
let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.



For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and
ocean deep; mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and
unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our stewardship of God’s
creation, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency
responders and security guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants
and leaders of governments, that they witness to mercy and justice
throughout the world, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For all who suffer this day, that Christ our healer transform sickness into
health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into consolation, and
suffering into peace, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved
ones who cannot be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles
we face, that God’s glory is revealed around and among us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly
pilgrimage, that their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living,
let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the
sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades
over all creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence for self-reflection.

Holy God,

you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We
confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— our own sins and the
broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your
outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit



the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even
before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in
your divine mercy. Amen.

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of + Christ
Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own
beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we
are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the
Spirit’s reconciling peace.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS



OFFERTORY: Open the Eyes of My Heart Lord

Text: Paul Baloche, b. 1962
Music: Paul Baloche

Text and music © 1997 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP
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OFFERING PRAYER

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her
child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and
empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.

By your powerful word you created all things. Through the prophets you
called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our
darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly
food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,



your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are
strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished
in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your
name.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy

Spirit the comforter + keep you in peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG: Alleluia, Song of Gladness (ELW 318)
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1 Al-le - lu - ia, song of glad - ness, voice of joy that can - not die;
2 Al-le - lu - ia you are sound - ing, true Je - ru - sa - lem and free;
3 Al-le - lu - ia can-not al - ways be our song while here be - low;
4 In our hymns we pray with long - ing: Grant us, bless-ed Trin - i - ty,

ND

“ | } } }
# ; ; ; ; [ [ T [
| [ | |

(ORI, ——
al - le - Iu - ia is the an-them ev - er dear to choirs on high;
al - le - lu - ia, joy - ful moth-er, bring us to your ju - bi- lee;
al - le - Iu - ia  our trans-gres-sions make us for a  while for - go;
at the last to keep glad Eas-ter with the faith-ful saints on high;
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in the house of God a - bid-ing thus they sing e - ter - nal - ly.
here by Bab -y - lon’s sad wa-ters mourn-ing ex-iles still are we.
for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to you for-ev - er sing-ing al - le - lu-ia joy-ful - ly.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Fairest Lord Jesus (J. Raney)

All liturgy, music & lyrics in this bulletin are covered by copyright licenses for publishing & streaming.

= Copyright ©2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by
permission under license #SAS003678.

= Some music used with permission for publishing and streaming under CCLI License
#2262125.

» Some music used with permission for publishing and streaming under LicenSing #623195.

= New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of Churches of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



