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Triumph Rescue / British Wiring Tech Session April 11 at
Triumph Rescue, Bally, PA
See details inside this newsletter
William Thomas Roadsters is
having a Tech Day for the NJTA on April 26th. See details
inside this newsletter.
Spring Run will be held on
Saturday May 16th this year.
Save the date, details TBD.
Touch of England will be on
Saturday, June 13, 2015 with
a “rain date” of Sunday, June
14. 2015. See attached flyer.
Veterans Show July 11th.
This is a free show to honor
our veterans.
Fallfest for 2015 will take
place on Sunday Sept 20th.
This year will feature a new
venue. Stay tuned for more
details.
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Mission
NJTA has been established for the enjoyment and
preservation of the Triumph automobile. NJTA is
open to all owners of Triumph autos and to those interested in the Triumph brand.

Contact List
Ray Homiski
908-418-2253 : TR3RAY@gmail.com
Cliff Besett
718-442-1756 : Cliffwizard@aol.com
Ken Blair
973-625-5469 : GT6Ken@gmail.com
Ron Weinger
908-575-7064 : sheron@worldnet.att.net
Lillian Blair
Debra Lipp
freyacrue@aol.com
Glenn Schwenker
Gschwenker@verizon.net
Peter Nelson
Eric Boehm
Art Wildman
awildman1@verizon.net
Ray Homiski
908-418-2253 : TR3RAY@gmail.com

Allen Rosenberg 732-742-4642
Steve Bodenweiser 610-207-7651

The New Jersey Triumph Association is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register, the Triumph
Sports Owners Association and the Triumph Register
of America.
Membership dues are $25 for the first year’s registration which includes the official NJTA club pin. Renewal membership dues are $20 annually thereafter.
Dues are to be submitted by April of each year. This
entitles you to participate in all club activities, meetings and elections. You will also receive the Club
newsletter, The Coventry Chronicle, in which you are
able to post free classified ads for a run of three
months. You can find the membership form on the
last page of this newsletter.
The Coventry Chronicle is the official publication of
the New Jersey Triumph Association and is published
monthly.
Technical material is provided for reference only and
should be utilized advisedly.
Opinions expressed are those of the
contributors or correspondents and
are not those of the New Jersey Triumph Association,
its members or its officers or advisors.
Visit us at our web site
www.njtriumphs.org
Please submit articles, letters and information to the
Coventry Chronicle Editor
Ray Homiski
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933
e-mail
TR3RAY@gmail.com

President’s Message
By Ray Homiski

You would think that the off season
is slow for the executive committee of the
New Jersey Triumph Association. Well
let me tell you that we are right in the
middle of the busiest part of the season.
The Board Executive Committee
has to start negotiations for upcoming
events. They must set the dates for all
the events to avoid conflicts. Next the
clubs financial's are being reviewed to
see if we can afford our event schedule.
This includes things like awards, equipment, fees, promotion, insurance and the
like. Then we review and update our regalia, seek and track sponsors, set up
donations in keeping with our non-profit
status.
Venues are scouted, checked and
approved. The web site has to be updated and maintained.
The events themselves have their
own set of responsibilities that must be
covered. Negotiation and signing of contracts, securing volunteers to work the
venue, creation and production of flyers,
produce and running the events.
Here is the good news, we seem to
have several people step up to handle
these processes. That is good because it
is what keeps the club going. We could
not survive without your help and it is appreciated.
We are always looking for help so
please contact any of the board members to become part of the team.

So let me now thank you all for your
contribution to the clubs success. We had
a record year and more events and gatherings then we have had in a long time. We
expect to do even more this year.
We will have several driving events,
attendance at tech sessions, visits to museums, shows, cruise nights, parties and
we are even considering a major overnight
event.
It is all designed to make it possible
for you to make it to at least one maybe
two or more events this year. We are striving to have events take place on Saturdays and Sundays and possible some
during the week.
We are even asking members for
suggestions for other events. Don’t be shy,
you would be surprised that many of our
gatherings were created by folks who just
made what they thought was a small suggestion.
Keep an eye on your club calendar
for details.
Also, keep in mind that at the end of
this year is elections for Executive Board
and President. I encourage our membership to step up and seek office to take the
club forward. There is a lot of talent in the
club and it is healthy for new folks to bring
new ideas into the club. The election cycle
will begin in October and office changes
takes place at the new year. Consider it.
Cheers
Ray Homiski

Laura Mamchur
Laura Mamchur? Yes, the daughter of Dennis who graces our cover this
month has an interesting story about the
TR4 pictured. You can read about it below. You may ask, how did Dennis make
the cover once again this month. That is
easy, he contacted me and gave me the
photo and the story. I am consistently
asking everyone for stories and photos.
I am always looking for interesting stories, photos and vignettes about the Triumph marque.

Unlike most people with beautiful
show cars, Alex's car was no trailer queen.
He drove it hard. In fact, on occasion Bill
would ask Alex what that noise was.

Laura as the daughter of a member is a member herself. That is how our
club works. It is a family membership so
don’t think you are limited in your ability
to get stories into the editor.
Editor's note: Alex Karak was long time member of NJTA who passed away on August 17,
2012. His obituary reports that Alex was a
"proud owner of a 1964 Triumph TR4 that he
restored and entered into concourse competition all over the country. There was nothing
Alex could not take apart and fix. Over the
years he was the neighbor and friend who was
always ready to help."

Story by Dennis Mamchur
"ALEX'S CAR"
Alex Zarak loved his white 1964
TR4. He totally restored it with a new
interior,beautiful paint job and rebuilt engine. And Alex drove it and showed it
everywhere. He usually came home
with a trophy from the numerous shows
he attended. In fact, in 2001, he and Bill
Dewar drove out to the VTR in Breckenridge, Colorado where the TR4 was proclaimed a National Champion.

You may remember, Alex didn't hear very
well, in fact,he wore hearing aids. Alex's
response would be "What Noise". He didn't
care, he just loved to drive his "baby". So
when I purchased the car from Alex's widow, it was getting tired and needed some
attention to get it back to the beautiful it
once was. That was my promise to Alex's
wife. In fact it has done well in some of our
local shows but the best so far was in Hershey this past October. The car earned its
1st Place Junior award plus 1st Place in
the Junior Judges category. This was in a
field of over 1000 cars and "Alex's" TR took
1st Place. To my knowledge,this was the
first time any car took two first place
awards at an AACA meet.
For me, an even bigger highlight occurred this past September when my
daughter Laura asked if the TR4 could be
her wedding car.

Laura Mamchur
Continued
The wedding took place on her
farm in Main, complete with ducks and
chickens running around. And along
with the bride and groom, the car was a
big hit. The top had to go up and down
because of showers that occurred but
the rainbow that appeared at the end of
the ceremony bore an omen of good
luck in their marriage. Now enjoy these
pictures and come visit "Alex's car" at
the next meet.

Editorial & Response
By Ray Homiski

I got to thinking the other day about
what makes me a Triumph Car Enthusiast. I reflected on how I stumbled into the
hobby but what was it that made me
choose the Triumph marquee. The word
enthusiast alone does not explain it. I
then let my mind wander a bit as it has
so often since my retirement.
Car collectors / enthusiasts are a
unique bunch of folks. First lets explore
other collectibles by comparison.
Let’s take the art collector.
Initial value = Low
Long term value = High
Impact of value if restored = Reduced
Size = Fits on your wall
How about coin collecting
Initial value = Low
Long term = High
Value if polished = Reduced
Size = Fits in your pocket
Stamp collecting
Initial value = Low
Long term = High
Value if altered = Reduced
Size = Fits in your pocket
Car collecting
Initial value = Moderate
Long Term = Moderate to High
Value if restored = Increased
Size = Does not fit in your pocket

Now you may have noticed a couple
of things. For one, it is a large item, not
something you can keep in your closet or
have several lying around the house. That
means you need to spend money to just
store it if you get into more than one or two
cars.
Here is the one that gets me. How
many things in this world can you restore to
new and increase the value. Certainly none
of the aforementioned items. I mean, just
polish a coin and you destroyed its value.
Put a piece of tape on that stamp to repair
a tear and poof, value shot. A piece of art.
Even look at it the wrong way and the value
curve turns up side down.
To get serious in any of those collectibles you have to have deep pockets and
be very careful once you own it. For the
average person, this can be way out of
their financial league.
Now a car. Yes you may have to
spend a bit up front but you can buy a budget model with the idea of restoring and
doing much of the work yourself. That
means you can get your hands dirty and
that is where the real value comes into play
for me. I am by no means a skilled mechanic but can spin a wrench with good
results. I am also capable of finding, understanding and fixing many common issues
with a car.
Guess what ! When I do these things,
the value of my car actually increases. So I
get a better item than I started with, more
value and a free therapeutic session every
time I spin a spanner. Not bad huh?

What’s New?

This 1959 TR3A was up for for sale on
eBay. Sold for $2,250 without title. It was
pretty rough as you can see.

This is a1980 TR8 that was recently offered
on eBay at a buy it now price of $8,500 but
only was bid up to $4,900. Reason, there
was a VIN discrepancy that the seller mentioned was caused by this being a factory
prototype TR8 and should have never been
for sale.
1972 GT6 was for sale and received
one winning bid of $2,500. It had
some minor rust issues and you can
see what the paint looked like. Of
particular interest is that it had overdrive.
1964 Triumph Herald ragtop. I sort of like
these, this one came up on eBay and sold
for $4,848 after receiving 24 bids. New
repaint with new sills but still needed
some floor pan and trunk work. There
was a lot done to this car, shame it did
not sell for more.

What’s New?
You will soon receive the 2015 membership renewal request form. There is one
at the end of this newsletter. They will go
out by March 1st and will be due back by
May 1st. I hope to find each of you renewing for another event packed year. I
also hope you can convince others that
you know to join us.

Member Owen Kanzler took these
interesting photos recently when visiting
New York City. Probably the most unusual Triumph photos taken.

A trip to Cuba to see their classic
car scene. Well it is sold out but sounds
interesting. We call them classic cars,
they call them daily transportation.
http://www.aacamuseum.org/aaca-museum-cuba-trip-spring-2015/

I recently read in the October issue
of TR action magazine an article that tells
of a Standard factory still in operation in
Estonia. The story goes on to say that the
factory came into being by purchasing the
Ferguson Tractor rights and tooling also
included was the tooling for the TR2 & 3
cars. Rumor has it that this plant still
makes these cars new for wealthy oligarchs. The factory is set up for tractor
production but will make a new TR side
curtain car for a wealthy person with influence. There is also a photo included in
the article. It shows an industrial setting
with the Standard sign above the building. Strangely I cannot find any reference
to this on the web. No photo, no article,
nothing. It also states that there was a
similar plant in the Ukraine but it was destroyed in the turmoil. All of this sounds
suspect but I am throwing it out there in
case anyone else can validate it.

Here is a video that I stumbled upon that gives a good overview of several
Triumph models. It includes the TR2, 7,
Herald, Stag & Spitfire. Enjoy.
http://youtu.be/49OC9WmIXyM
How about a pair of Triumph police
cars.
http://youtu.be/uhaAgjes6y8

What’s New?
I looked at a magazine in a book store recently and this flyer dropped out.

Join the VTR
The VTR deadline for the two year promotional rate has been extended by a month.
Please consider joining Vintage Triumph Register to keep our hobby thriving.

Join the VTR

Historic Bits

Historic Bits
Continued

Historic Bits
Continued

Historic Bits
Continued

Technical Q & A
No technical questions this past
month. You can submit your questions
directly to me or bring them up in the regular monthly meetings.

Classifieds
Remember, as a member of the NJTA you are entitled to a free posting on classifieds
for 3 months running. Dig out your garage and send photos, description and contact
information to me at TR3RAY@gmail.com and I will get it listed in the next issue.
No classified ads this month. Remember it is free for members and runs
for 3 months so send in your ads with
photos and it will be in the next issue.

Regalia

These items all have the club logo emblazoned upon them. We will be doing more in
the area of regalia so keep a sharp eye out for updated information. The Regalia Director Art Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ) can be contacted should you want to purchase
any of these items.

Item
T -Shirts
Blue

Green

Gray

Polo Shirts
Gray
Red
Black
Blue
Denim Shirt
Blue
Seat Belt Pad
Red
Blue
Patches
Cars Logo
No Cars Logo
Badges
Cars Logo
License Plate
Frame
Owners Log Book

Size

Price

Medium
Large
2X Large
3X Large
Medium
Large
2X Large
Medium
Large
3X Large

$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00

Medium
Medium
Medium
Medium

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00

Medium
X Large
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 1.00
$ 1.00
$ 8.00

–

$ 1.00

–

$ 10.00

Regalia
The NJTA is now selling a new exciting tee shirt. Although it does not have the
NJTA logo it is a very good looking item. We sold about 25 at a recent meeting. That is
good by any measure, so I think we have a hit on our hands. Right now it is available in
three colors. Royal Blue, Navy Blue and Black. The member price is $10 so get yours
now. Order from our Regalia Director Art Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ).
See example below.

Regalia
The NJTA has another set of new items for our regalia. You can purchase T
shirts & sweats with the new design below. We also have new hats with the TRIUMPH
logo as shown on the previous page shirts. Order from our Regalia Director
Art Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ).
See example below.

Events
Check out the Events section of our web site and this newsletter to be up to date on the latest
gatherings, both club and non-club sponsored. We really like to see new members and cars at our
shows no matter the condition or age of the car. Please try and attend one of the club meetings at the
Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette NJ. It happens each month (Except December) on the 4th Tuesday of
that month and starts at 7:30 PM. It is a great venue, you have dinner, talk cars, watch presentations
and share information about Triumph cars. You don’t need an invitation. Drop in, bring a friend and
enjoy your club and all it has to offer.

Have you visited the NJTA web
page lately. It has been updated with
many events that are NJTA sponsored
and others that are not. All NJTA events
start out with the NJTA abbreviation on
the calendar. Take a look.
http://www.njtriumphs.org/shows--events.html

Triumph Rescue Tech Session
Saturday, Apr 11, 2015. Time 10 am to 2
pm. Lunch to be provided. RSVP needed. Location 617 Walnut St Bally, PA
19503. Click below for more details.
http://www.triumphrescue.com/index.php/
news-and-events/58-annual-open-houseand-tech-session.html

March 21, 2015 Saturday 10:00 AM

William Thomas Roadsters is having a Tech Session on Sunday April 26th
at 10:30.
The session will consist of reviewing and discussing “Spring Pre-flight Inspection”. You will get a useful handout
that can be folded up in a glove boxes.
It’s a straightforward check list of things
that should be looked at prior to driving
your British car for the first time of the
season or each time thereafter. After the
checklist is gone through and discussed
in detail, The session will open to a general technical Q&A session. with the entire thing to last 1.5-2.0 hours.
The club address is 843 Route 12
West, Frenchtown NJ 08825. Suite 22B.
Parking in the courtyard. You can also
check out the PGC web site so they have
an idea of what the place looks like.

Annual Motorcar Garage Open House
and Tech Session
Please join me and fellow area British car
club members for my annual shop Open
House and Tech Session. Donuts and
coffee will be served.
This year’s Tech Session will discuss
common problem areas and what to look
for during an inspection.
Let hope for some nice early spring
weather so we’ll see more British cars out
for the day.
www.motorcar-garage.com
42 N Pine Ave
Maple Shade, NJ
856-667-6657

http://www.performancegarageclub.com/

Events
Continued
The MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre,
Inc presents Britfest 2015. At Horseshoe
Lake Succasunna NJ on May 2nd. Click
on link below to view flyer.
http://nebula.wsimg.com/5fe6b7514f73b0
d9e1c801a06dbaa059?AccessKeyId=A4
F5C7A89ECE1FA297B5&disposition=0&
alloworigin=1
It's that time of year again to get the word
out about the Cars and Motorcycles of
England show. You might remember the
previous version, The Brits are Back at
Hope Lodge.
This years show is on Saturday, May
30th, at Oakbourne Mansion, in Westtown Pennsylvania.
Click on link below for details
Steve Klein
Delaware Valley Triumphs club
klassiccar@aol.com
http://www.dvtr.org/CMoE.html;jsessionid
=B4C461F44809CC4176D41D1D1DCE0
E7C

June 7th - 2015
20TH RED MILL BRITISH CAR DAY,
Clinton, NJ - CLUB EVENT
Sponsored by the M.G. Drivers Club of
North America to benefit the Red Mill Museum Village, 56 Main Street, Clinton, NJ
08809 site of the show. Limited to 100
pre-registered British vehicles due to the
size of the show grounds. Info and application contact: Richard Miller 908-7136251, e-mail mgdriversclub@hotmail.com
or website: www.mgdriversclub.com.

New or Renewing

Membership Form

You may use this form to either begin a new or renew your membership in The New Jersey Triumph Association. The NJTA is the premier Northeastern U.S. car club dedicated to the preservation, historical archiving
and educating the public about Standard Motors Triumph Automobiles.
To start or renew your membership, please select the correct box below and fill out the form completely.
Please print clearly and fill out the entire form even if you are an existing member as information changes
over time and we need to keep current to allow you to receive all the benefits of your membership.

New Member $25

Renewing Member $20
Make your check payable to

The New Jersey Triumph Association
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933-0006
This membership includes you and a family member so please include that information below when filling
out this form.

Name(s)_________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone # ( _____)______________ (optional)
E-mail _____________________________________________
Year and model Triumph(s) owned
________________________________________________________________
There have been requests to have the roster available to the membership only. At the
minimum, we will only print name, town, state and cars owned. If you do not
want the following information included please check the appropriate box.
Do NOT include phone number in roster ________
Do NOT include full address in roster ________
(only town and state will be included)
Do NOT include e-mail address ________

