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Sasha Taurke was an officer of the United States Army and retired as a lieutenant colonel. He was an infantryman, a paratrooper and a member of the Special
Forces Green Berets. He then transferred to intelligence, where he was trained
in human and counter-intelligence and strategic and combat intelligence.
Serving in Laos and Viet Nam, as well as assignments in the States Shasa
was not only a counter-intelligence officer, but a Slavic Group Chief at the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California, where he met Vicki. His last
assignment was in Germany, where he advised Soviet Army officers and soldiers
in the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany.
After retiring, Sasha worked as a contractor in the State Department, establishing and leading the Office of Foreign Missions and then became a Senior Fellow in the Institute of Strategic Studies at the National Defense University. There
he lectured and taught courses in terrorism, special operations, and Soviet Army
operations. Just before the collapse of the Soviet Union he was honored to visit
there several times, being the first American who was invited to tour the famous
Frunze Academy in Moscow.

Speaker
Shasa Taurke

Sasha has a BA in Communications with a minor in Political Science from the University of California at
Berkley, and a MA in Comparative Governments from Georgetown University, and an “ABD” (all but dissertation) from Fordham University. Besides lecturing at the National Defense University, Sasha also taught at
the Military Academy at West Point and in the extension program of Chapman University.
The research for his PhD dissertation argued that the Soviet Union would collapse in large part because
of the nationalitie’s problems within the USSR, which is what happened. Sasha feels had he been able to
complete his dissertation (which he was unable to do because he was sent back to South East Asia), he is
sure that he would have become a famous author.
Sasha came to the United States at the age of 14, having spent his childhood in Kyiv, Ukraine, and his
early teens in Austria, which during WWII was a part of the German Reich. He never knew his father, who,
being a russified German and a professor at the Kiev University, was arrested and shot by the Soviet secret
police as a German spy in 1937. He was raised by three wonderful women: his mother, his aunt, and his
grandmother.

DWC Luncheon Is September 8th
11:30 AM
Peridia Golf & Country Club
4950 Peridia Blvd E, Bradenton, FL 34203
Please make your reservations and meal choice by Sept 4h
Call Sandy Gander at 941.720.6662 or email her at
san.gander@gmail.com
Meal Choices Are On The Next Page
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President’s Letter
Here I sit on the day we Democrats vote for the individual who will face off
against Ron DeSantis. It’s an uphill battle but one we just might be able to
win. Roe vs Wade, challenged by so many. A Florida judge agreeing with
plaintiffs, including Ben and Jerry’s that diversity is integral to business success and effectively blocking the enforcement of Stop Woke. The horrible reality that Medicaid will no longer pay for transgender people to get the
healthcare they need. How about our new teaching forces? Rather than pay
teachers what they deserve, he is opening the door for retired police and firemen to teach. I really
don’t want my kid to be taught the latest in statistics, or physics, or science, or English for that
matter by these people who may never have read a 12th grade curriculum. Don’t even get me
starting about redistricting
The time for us to band together is tomorrow. We don’t need to talk about all the wonderful things
President Biden has done, and he has done a lot, we need to talk about how De Santis is systematically trying to take away the rights we deserve and used to have.
Joanie LeBaron

PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATION AND MEAL
CHOICE FOR THE SEPTEMBER MEETING
Deadline to register is Friday, September 4rd.
Call or email Sandy Gander at 941-720-6662 or san.gander@gmail.com
to register.
Please select one of these meal selections
#1 Southwest Chicken Salad
#2 Roasted Ham with apple cider glaze, roasted red potatoes, and chef’s choice of vegetable
#3 Seafood Crepes Mornay with fruit cup
All meals come with rolls and butter, non alcoholic beverage of your choice and for dessert, vanilla
ice cream, with chocolate sauce and whipped cream
Cost is $20 per person payable by check or cash at the door. No shows will be billed.

Quotes on the Mar-A-Largo Raid
“And now they want to make him responsible for having taken classified documents
and preserved them. Really, if you look at the Espionage Act, it’s not really about taking the documents, it’s about destroying them, or hiding them, or giving them to the
enemy. It’s not about taking them and putting them in a place that’s roughly as safe
as they were in in the first place.” - Rudy Giuliani
“I’ve seen enough. The Department of Justice has reached an intolerable state of
weaponized politicization,” “When Republicans take back the House, we will conduct
immediate oversight of this department, follow the facts, and leave no stone unturned.”
- Kevin McCarthy
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MAGA GOP Candidate Says
Teenage Rape Victims Find
'Healing' By Having Baby

that baby,
it's something that
we don't
think
about."

Many of us out there didn't report rape, and Tudor Dixon is a perfect example of why that happens. She would be in your 14-year-old face telling you it will heal you to give birth to your rapist's baby. No, girl. Just no. If you think Republican men are the worst, get a load of Tudor Dixon, the Republican nominee for governor of
Michigan. This Trump-endorsed candidate is a
whole entire bitch.

"We assume that
that story
is someone who was taken from the front yard,
then returned," she told the anchor.

"Those voices—the babies of rape victims—that
have come forward are very powerful when you
hear their story and what the truth is behind
that," she added. "It's very hard to not stand up
for those people."

Via Newsweek:
She described as "fake" stories that there were
no dispensations for women who have, for instance, ectopic pregnancies amid a confusing
legal landscape following the Supreme Court's
overturning of Roe vs. Wade, which had guaranteed a women's federal right to an abortion.

This story feels personal to me. I don't like talking about myself, but screw it -- here goes. I did
not report a rape, and I aborted my rapist's fetus.
Well, it was one of two guys. Dixon is the worst
of society. The thing is that I was suicidal at the
Anchor Roop Raj went there and asked the
time. It was me or giving birth to that violent monMAGA candidate whether she would support ter- ster's baby. I chose me.
minating the pregnancy of a 14-year-old rape victim. And that's a good question considering that Please tell me how Dixon is 'pro-life' because I'm
there are conservatives who support forcing a 10 sick of this shit. There are so many of us out
there. When they overturned Roe, we knew this
-year-old to give birth.
would get ugly, but holy shit, I literally feel sick to
Dixon told Raj that she had talked to people (I'm my stomach. We're talking about kids being
relatively certain that this never happened) who forced to give birth. If I couldn't handle it when I
were the children of rape victims and that "the
was in my early 30s, how in the heck is a 14-year
bond that those two people made and the fact
-old supposed to deal with it? Source Newsweek
that out of that tragedy there was healing through

Herschel Walker skipping debate for
perplexing reason
Georgia GOP senatorial candidate and former Georgia Bulldogs star
running back Herschel Walker has a history of verbal
gaffes, nonsensical language, factual inaccuracies, and a blatant disregard for the truth. And Walker was at it again with a combination of all of
those on Saturday.

Walker recently declined an invitation to participate in a debate on Oct. 13 in Macon against Georgia Senator Raphael Warnock. His reason for declining is puzzling, to say the least.
“I’m not going to respond to anything because you know that’s not a debate, and you know that,”
Walker told 13WMAZ. “You’ve got people that are contributors to his campaign and it’s in this room
that only two people gonna see it on a Sunday night, I think. NFL Football, I am giving you an opportunity to be statewide so everybody can see what it is, see the contrast between the two of us. I
don’t know how you can ask for anything better.”
Aside from the confusing language, the problem with Walker’s rationale is that the debate he’s declining is not actually on Sunday, as he seems to think. It’s on a Thursday night. By Kevin Harrish
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ANTI-ABORTION GOP CANDIDATE LASHES
OUT AT PEOPLE WHO THINK WOMEN
“SHOULD HAVE CAREERS”

“One of the arguments I probably saw 20 times
online today was about rape,” Birk claimed. “And
obviously they always want to go to the rape
card.” Now, it’s at this point that I feel compelled
to make very clear that if the words “always want
Minnesota Republican Matt Birk also said people “always to go to the rape card” come out of your mouth,
want to go to the rape card” to justify abortions.
you’ve already messed up pretty bad — but not
bad enough, in Birk’s case, as things got just a
In the days and weeks since the lopsidedly conservative Supreme Court nullified the federal right little worse when he added that “two wrongs won’t
to reproductive health care, the state of Minnesota make a right.” Charming stuff, really. Oh, and did I
mention the speech in question took place literalhas quickly become a crucial nexus of abortion
ly hours after the Supreme Court’s anti-choice rulaccess for pregnant people across the Midwest
thanks to its constitutionally enshrined guarantee ing? Yeah. This is what passes for a victory lap in
Birk’s world, I suppose.
of reproductive rights.
Predictably, if depressingAnd speaking of Birk’s
ly, the fight to preserve
world — it seems the real
this legally protected
problem here is simply
measure of bodily autonothat We Live In A Sociemy has become one of
ty, maaaaan. “Our culture
the — if not the — main
loudly but also stealthily
issue in state’s upcoming
promotes abortion,” Birk
gubernatorial race, where
paradoxically explained.
the GOP-endorsed candi“They’re
telling
women
they
should look a certain
date and his running mate, former NFL star Matt
Birk, have made their desire to control what preg- way. They should have careers, all these things.”
nant people do with their bodies one of the center- In a sense, this is some refreshing clarity from a
pieces of their campaign.
candidate whose most recent campaign
While Jensen, a licensed physician who has been move was to complain about bike lanes on one of
investigated by the state’s medical board five sep- the wealthiest, fanciest streets in the state. At
least here he’s being upfront about what sort of
arate times for various allegations of medical
society he wants, and from what century — clearquackery, has awkwardly worked to publicly
ly one in which women don’t make up more than
downplay his initial promise to ban abortions in
the state, Birk, his lieutenant governor candidate, 51% of the state workforce, as the Minnesota Rehas thrown that ostensible tack toward the center former pointed out on Tuesday.
into messy, misogynistic disarray.

In a response to the newly uncovered video, curIn just-discovered footage of a recent speech Birk rent Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan blasted Birk for his
“father knows best” overreach into the lives —
gave to the hard-right National Right to Life antiand wombs — of voters.
choice group, the former Minnesota Viking and
BY: RAFI SCHWARTZ, MIC
Harvard graduate compared abortion to slavery,
which also “used to be legal,” and objected to terminating a pregnancy from rape.

Thank You Anthony Fauci For Your Service
Fauci, 81, has led the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases for 38 years,
serving a line of presidents from both parties since the Reagan administration. He has also
served as President Biden’s chief medical adviser since Biden took office. But Fauci, said he
would not be retiring. “After more than 50 years of government service, I plan to pursue the
next phase of my career while I still have so much energy and passion for my field,” he said.
“I want to use what I have learned as NIAID Director to continue to advance science and
public health and to inspire and mentor the next generation of scientific leaders as they help prepare the
world to face future infectious disease threats.”
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New social media mashup
proves GOP and rightwing media talking points in
step with the KKK
I think it’s fair to say that most people in the
Black, brown, Indigenous, and LGBTQ+ communities have long believed that there is scant
difference between the ideologies of Republicans, the right-wing media, and the Ku Klux
Klan. History proves it, and present-day commentary verifies it.

"Blacks and whites are different. When blacks
are left entirely to their own devices, Western
A new video from The Daily Show with Trevor civilization—any kind of civilization—
Noah places right-wing media talking heads— disappears,” Taylor said during a speech at the
like Tucker Carlson and Greg Kelly—alongside American Renaissance event in 2005.
GOP elected officials—like Rep. Marjorie Taylor Green of Georgia and former President
Pennsylvania Republican gubernatorial nomiTrump—and KKK leaders, like David Duke and nee Doug Mastriano has been tied to the farImperial Wizard Bill Wilkinson. The rhetoric of right social media site Gab, known for its white
all three groups is not just similar—it’s identinationist and antisemitic rhetoric.
cal.
The Washington Post reports that Gab CEO
Between the ubiquitous phrases about
(and alleged a Mastriano campaign consultant)
“nationalism,” “Christian nationalists,” “white
Andrew Torba reportedly was heard speakpeople being treated like second-class citiing on a livestream saying that he and Mastrizens,” “handouts to illegal immigrants,” and
ano don’t do interviews with non-Christian mefears of white people being supplanted by peo- dia.
ple of color, the remarks of present-day politicians, media figures, and Klansman prove that “My policy is not to conduct interviews with reporters who aren’t Christian or with outlets who
the current GOP is absolutely aligned with
aren’t Christian, and Doug has a very similar
white supremacy.
media strategy where he does not do interSo, maybe today’s GOP lawmakers aren’t all
views with these people. He does not talk to
really actual members of the KKK, but … there these people. He does not give press access
are a few who are in every way the same, mi- to these people,” Torba said. “These people
nus the hoods.
are dishonest. They’re liars. They’re a den of
vipers, and they want to destroy you. My typiAccording to the Southern Poverty Law Cencal conversation with them when they email
ter, former Rep. Steve King of Iowa and Florida me is ‘repent and accept Jesus Christ as your
Congressional candidate Laura Loomer have
lord and savior.’ I take it as an opportunity to
already signed up to attend American Renais- try and convert them.”
sance’s annual gathering.
Greene, who paid Gab for “digital marketing,”
Founded in 1990 by Jared Taylor, the New
according to the Post, has been open about
Century Foundation promotes misleading and her ties to Christian nationalism, even suggestbogus scientific support to attempt to show that ing the GOP should openly proclaim itself the
Black people are inferior to whites. The group party of Christian nationalism.
is best known for its American Renaissance magazine, website, and annual gather- BY: Rebekah Sager, DailyKos
ing.
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ensure that parents have the means to vindicate
their rights when it comes to enforcing state
standards.”

What is DeSantis’s ‘Stop
WOKE Act’?

Florida’s Board of Education last year banned
critical race theory, which addresses systemic
A federal judge on Thursday issued a temporary racism in the U.S., from being taught in schools,
injunction that partially blocks officials in Florida grouping it in the same category as Holocaust
from enforcing the state’s law against mandato- denial and other “theories that distort historical
events.”
ry workplace trainings about race or sex that
could make some people feel “guilt” or
DeSantis in December said workers in the state
“anguish.”
should also be protected against “hostile” enviThe law, known as the “Stop Woke Act,” where ronments that are created when employers
woke is used as an acronym for “Wrongs to Our mandate implicit bias or sexual harassment
Kids and Employees,” was designed to combat training.
“woke indoctrination” in Florida businesses and
schools by prohibiting instruction that could
make some parties feel they bear “personal responsibility” for historic wrongdoings because of
their race, sex or national origin.

Florida business owners with more than 15 employees under the law could face legal challenges from workers who feel they have been targeted by mandatory trainings or discriminated
against.

Only the private employer provision of the law is Companies also have an expectation under fedblocked by Thursday’s ruling.
eral law to create inclusive workplace environ“Normally, the First Amendment bars the state ments, meaning they could face legal woes
whether they conduct diversity or inclusion trainfrom burdening speech, while private actors
may burden speech freely,” District Court Judge ing or not.
Mark Walker wrote Thursday. “But in Florida,
the First Amendment apparently bars private
actors from burdening speech, while the state
may burden speech freely.”

DeSantis’ office has said it plans to appeal
Walker’s decision.

The measure, which lists eight concepts that
would constitute “unlawful employment practices” should their instruction be required by employers, had been backed by the DeSantis administration even before the official start of the
state’s legislative session in January.
DeSantis in a December statement said the proposal would build on prior efforts to ban from
Florida classrooms the New York Times’ 1619
project and critical race theory, which he called
“state-sanctioned racism.”
“We won’t allow Florida tax dollars to be spent
teaching kids to hate our country or to hate each
other,” he said. “We also have a responsibility to

“Judge Walker has effectively ruled that companies have a First Amendment right to instruct
their employees in white supremacy,” Taryn
Fiske, DeSantis’ communications director, told
The Hill. “We disagree and will be appealing his
decision.” By Brooke Migdon, Changing America
Take a moment and watch this video from
The Hill TV discussing how the Woke Act
affects Schools and Corporations along with
the recent ruling that part of the Woke Act is
unconstitutional.

STOP WOKE ACT

I don’t go by the rule book, I lead from the heart,
not the head. - Princess Diana of Wales
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Democratic lawmakers call for
Attorney General investigation
into FPL

elected officials, and members of the public
who dare critique their practices.”

The four question how FPL could sell liquor
from its secret bar since it doesn’t have a liqFour Democratic lawmakers are calling on At- uor license. Additionally, the story sparked
torney General Ashley Moody to investigate questions about violations of Florida’s legislaFlorida Power & Light (FPL) following repeat- tive gift ban.
ed scandals involving the utility company,
“FPL ratepayers deserve to know whether the
Florida’s largest.
money they are forced to send the utility eveReps. Anna
V.
Eskamani, Joy
Goff- ry month to pay their bills was used to influMarcil, Yvonne Hayes Hinson and Carlos
ence elections and undermine
Guillermo Smith said recent
our democracy through fake
reports have exposed ample
candidates
and
other
evidence of malfeasance at
schemes — and whether FPL
FPL.
broke any laws in its quest for
total political control of our
The scandals began after the
state,” they wrote.
2020 election with three spoiler
candidates. But according to
The scandals followed reportreports, FPL agents have attempted to bribe ing by the Miami Herald, Orlando Sentinel
a Jacksonville City Council member, directed and Florida Times-Union that began with
campaign contributions from dark-money three spoiler candidates funded by “Grow
nonprofits, bankrolled a right-wing news or- United,” which has been linked to FPL conganization and operated a secret bar in Talla- sultants.
hassee.
Moody’s Press Secretary, Kylie Mason, told
“The corruption, influence peddling, and Florida Politics the letter has been referred to
breaches of the public trust by FPL and its the Department of law Enforcement.
senior executives should be of grave conDemocratic
Attorney
General
candicern,” the quartet wrote.
date Daniel Uhlfelder has slammed Moody
“It raises significant questions about the po- for contributions made to her political committential of FPL using ratepayer funds to influ- tee that he linked back to FPL. Uhlfelder has
ence elections and undermine democracy also said he would investigate FPL on his
through fake candidate schemes, astroturfing, first day in office.
and attempted bribes. It also exposes FPL’s BY: Renzo Downey, Florida Politics
tactics to intimidate and smear journalists,

“Is Florida still a swing state? The next 11 weeks will
determine the answer,”
In a state where campaigns are famously hyper-competitive, GOP candidates enter
the general election — led by incumbents Gov. Ron DeSantis and Sen. Marco Rubio
— at a clear advantage, bolstered by a surge in Republican voter registration and recent electoral
trends that have pushed the state to the right. It’s a shift that has left Democrats, headlined by gubernatorial nominee Charlie Crist and Senate nominee Val Demings, trying to prove that their party
can overcome the state’s recent history and still win in Florida. 'A five-point spread for Republicans
is huge in Florida, but I know they’re aiming for that,' said David Jolly, a former Republican congressman who has turned into a frequent critic of the GOP.” BY: USA Today Network-Florida’s John Kennedy
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Now that we are meeting again, please remember our charities,
The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda House.
The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as dried
beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal and
more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name just
a few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both
men and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to our luncheon. Together we can make a difference.
.Do you run away when you
hear a bee buzzing? Many people do. A bee sting hurts and
some people are allergic to
bee venom. But did you know
that bees are very important to
humans? Honeybees do more
than just make honey. They fly
around and pollinate flowers,
plants, and trees. Our fruits, nuts, and vegetables rely on these pollinators. One third of
America's food supply is pollinated by the honeybee.
Have you seen or heard a honeybee lately?
Bees are mysteriously disappearing in many
parts of the world.
The disappearance of the honeybee is a serious
problem. Can you imagine never eating another
blueberry? What about almonds and cherries?
Without honeybees food prices will skyrocket.
The poorest people always suffer the worst
when there is a lack of food.
Mary Bass, Environmental Chair

After Trump decided to take highly classified documents to Mar-a-Lago and wouldn't give them back, Merrick Garland
and the DOJ paid him a visit. And a song was born... Watch this parody of the raid on Mar-a-largo created by Trey
Calloway and Champnella entitled No Escape (The Trump Prison Song) and then take a look at an interview of a woman who,
prior to Wade Vs Roe, recalls her horrifying illegal abortion experience in Detroit warehouse in 1966.

Abortion in 1966

No Escape
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joanie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Mary Bass
marygbass@gmail.com

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Christine Fletcher

cfletcher19521952@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative

Mary Duda

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Patty Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

mcmduda@aol.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

The Manatee County Democratic office is
open once again. Office hours: MondayFriday 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm. To check status, times, dates of events and club meetings,
please visit our Manatee County Democratic
website at www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Biden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/

10

941.708.5660

