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| res ) Gyotaku Original Fish Rubbings.

STORY BY CHRISTINA K. COSDON | Times Corresprondenl

ong before instant photos, Japanese lshermen documented thelr prize catches with ink and
rice paper: The prints created a one-sided mirror image of a fish, an art form Known as gyolaka
or fish rubbing. ¥ Largo resident Gregory Aragon, 56, saw his first gyotaku print in 1978 while
strolling through a small gallery in Key West. A respiratory therapist, he was working at the
time at Florida Keys Memorial Hospital, 5 A lifelong fisherman and art lover, Aragon was captivated by
the intricate detadls of the print and tried to duplicate the arn form with his own fish.

=It didn't come out so good,”
he recalled. Other attempls were
eqpually disappointing and he put it
LS LY

He often thought of the beautiful

print when flshing, cepecially wihwn

his catch [neloded unusoal and Bl
liantly eolored fiah,

¢ In 1993, he decided to try his
hand at fish rubbing once mone.
After reseanch and a lot of trial and
errar practioe with watercolors and
white roe paper, he perfected his
own style and developed the art
fiarm Into & Career.

His signaiune work featires spoc-
tacular deep sea fish, such as golden
tile fish and gqueen snapper, now
painted with more durable acrylics
on a hlack roe paper background.

In the early days, his work found
fts way into the homes of many of
his fizhing buddies.

*I've grown fish lovers into art
lovers," he sald, "The wives love
them because the fishermen anen
putting up dead fish on the walls”™

For his rubbings, he uses fresh
fizsh kept chilled in foe, not froeen,
he said, because Mmeexing causes fish
to lose its sturdiness. The fish usu-

ally come from local fishermen but
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| Aragon uses fresh, chilled fish and acrylics on black rice paper for his rubbings. This is a rubbing of a queon snapper.

gonmie ane o in from as far away
a=x Yenezuela After cleaning off the
fizh, he lets it ool W0 Poon WEmpeers
ature.

“Biost of Uhee timee | do o full color
rubbing of the fish,” he sadd, “5ix W
elght rubbings take up to 16 hours"

Today, Aragon’s work i sald
as framed art, No0r mats, poree-

lain platters and T-shirts. His art, 1[ -
which generally sells for between g
£400 and £500, 15 displayed in res- ||.
taurants throughout the US. and i
abroad in galleries and private col- i
Fisctcns.

Flarida restaurants include Salt
Rock Grill in Indian Shores, Middle
Grounds Grill in Treasare Isiand,
Moon Fish and Charley’s Steak-
house in Orlando, Fish Bones in
Lake Mary and Mangrove Grill in
Pl imetioe.

= =i rubbed a lot of fish for char-

ity Aragon said, like a 233-pound
tarpon last season and a 100-pound
grouper in an off-dhore toumanment.

His lowve of the art continues o
erorw, hie sald, His goal: "o immor-
talize the beauty of the fish”
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Aragon's fish rubbings, like this bust of a 233-
pound tarpon, sell for between $400 and 5800,
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