SPECIAL MEETING

                           



November 13, 2019
Aurora, MN
A Special Joint Meeting of the Town of White Board of Supervisors & City of Aurora was called to order by Vice Chairman Edward Kippley on Wednesday, November 13, 2019 at 2:00 P.M. at the City/Town Government Center:
ROLL CALL:
Present:  
 Supervisors – Anttila, Kippley; Clerk-Knaus; Foreman-Niemi;  

Absent:
 Supervisor Skelton, Treasurer Gross
      Also Present:    
  Doug Gregor, Becky Lammi, Wayne Thuringer, Todd Koneczny, Adam Heikkila, Miles 
 
  Jensen, Mike Larson, Matt Reid
1.) The City of Aurora and Town of White met with SEH Engineering and Project Liaison Todd Koneczny to discuss the East Range Joint Water Project.  Koneczny opened the meeting with introductions and met with SEH prior to the meeting.  
SEH prepared and distributed two project schedules through 2022 and an Exhibit 1 which is a Project Overview Map.  Koneczny stated geological soil borings will need to be done; 30% engineering completed along with the current financial resources we have up to this point are not enough to move forward.  SEH quoted $1,343,050.00 in engineering fees to complete the project in the November 11, 2019 proposal.  Not included in this fee are EIS fees, easements, acquisitions, construction material testing, and metering costs.  Koneczny recommended metering but currently this is outside the project.  
Issues discussed were:  intake site control and type of intake need to be determined; the two parcels of property identified for the intake location are currently leased which may affect bonding money.  Koneczny reached out to Fryberger Law to check into this; St. Louis County told Koneczny ten year lease maximum; if this is the case special legislation would be needed.  
Gregor added the priorities are:  intake, timelines, and City of Biwabik’s raw water line size and intake being installed by Arcelor Mittal.  He believes the City of Biwabik/Arcelor Mittal project should be upsized large enough to allow our project to join theirs to save money and allow all communities to join together in the future to eliminate the number of intakes in the water source.  Koneczny stated unfortunately, Arcelor Mittal will not wait for our project.  If they could put in a 16 inch pipe we could provide them raw water by putting a pump in our pump house and eliminate their barge in the future.  

Mike Larson recommended having Lislegard propose extending the end date of the bonding bill so if we are granted a second bonding bill the expiration dates of both would be 2024.  Otherwise, the first one expires in 2022.  
Koneczny stated a comprehensive rate study will be needed.  Northland Securities would prepare this for a cost.  Jensen stated metering costs approximately $600 per household.  The DNR and Department of Health may require metering.  All present agreed we would like to include metering in the project if possible.  

IT WAS MOVED BY KIPPLEY, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 3:00 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED

The meeting continued without a quorum present.  No Township business was conducted.
Koneczny will try to schedule a meeting with the City of Biwabik and Arcelor Mittal.  The East Range Joint Water Project would move to a barge that would serve both Biwabik and Aurora/Town of White which would be a cost savings to our project.  SEH will talk with the DNR and St. Louis County about the length/terms of the leases.  Koneczny will also try to schedule a meeting with the IRRRB, DNR, St. Louis County, Commissioner Paul McDonald, and members from each community that serve on this committee.  
The meeting ended at 4:00 p.m.  

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED: 

 ______________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

Jodi L. Knaus, Clerk 
 
 
 
                           Edward Kippley, Vice Chairman 
