Last week, 


Jesus summed up the Sermon on the Mount 



by encouraging us towards prayer and not judging.  

This week, 


we hear Jesus' warnings to those who follow him.  

These warnings are to those on the inside.  


Those who think that they are following Jesus, 



but Jesus gives us a few signs to let us know 




whether or not we are on the right track. 



Being off by just a little at the start 




leads to a drastically different location over the course of a lifetime.

We need to hear these warnings and take them to heart.  


Because the consequences are severe.  

The first warning 


if ignored 



leads to destruction, 

the second lead to being cut down and thrown into the fire, 

the third is Jesus saying


 “‘I never knew you; 



depart from me, 




you workers of lawlessness.’” 

and the final warning is a great fall.  

None of these are things where we could say, 


“Well that is not that bad.” 

They are all consequences that we should want to avoid at all costs.

But they are consequences that happen to people 


who think they are on the right track.  

Jesus is not describing people who's sin is obvious, 


who are rude or vicious, 


who's intentions are evil.  

In the warning of the narrow gate, 


he is describing people 



who are doing what the majority of the people around them are doing.  



What is culturally acceptable 




and possibly even popular and celebrated.  
The second warning of wolves in sheep's clothing 


is for people who are doing following someone who is a prophet, 


who seems to be doing the work of God, 



but it is not God's work they are doing.  


They are doing good things that are changing the world, 



but they are not changing it for God.  

The next set are those who are doing magnificent and wonderful things.  


Not small works, 



but grand and mighty things.  


Things that are meant to leave no doubt that God is on the move.  



Acts of power, 




like the prophets of Pharaoh did, 





as they also made staffs become snakes, 





made water turn into blood, 





and called the frogs to infest the ground.  



Or as Simon the Sorcerer had done in the book of Acts, 




amazing the people with acts 





that seemed as if he had the power of God.  

The final one is way more subtle warning, 


as the difference between a solid rock and sand 



differs only in doing.  


But hearing and doing prevents a great fall.

So as Jesus is shaping his disciples, 


what does he want them to do?  


What is he warning them they might be in danger of?  

In the narrow gate and hard road, 


Jesus is warning us not to go with the flow of culture.



The popular way is not necessarily Jesus' way.  

Now the nice thing about the cultural flow 


is that it is easy to stay on course.  

While salmon going upstream is the usual example we would use for this situation, 


I want to share my story of rowing down the Taiya River 



while training for Search and Rescue for body recoveries and rescues.  
The instructor summed up Jesus' words fairly well at the beginning.  


He said, 



“It takes very little skill and thinking to follow the flow of the river.  


But where we are going 


and need to go, 



takes all of your concentration and skill 




being on at all times.  


I have no doubt you could float down the Taiya and be fine.  



But that is not where we need to be.”  

He was right.  


As we made it within inches of every logjam, 


snuck into every eddy, 



we were not to the bridge before my arms were pumped out.  

Jesus is the only way, 


any other way might have lots of people going that way 


and there is plenty of room to go that way.  

But following Jesus 

and Jesus alone is a narrow gate 


and very few travel that road, 



because it takes all of our effort and will to do so.  

The spots I was able to stick that raft were narrow and tight, 


but the reward was so much more than just floating down the Taiya river again 



like I always had.  

There is a reason I had never paddled the river like I did that day.  

There is a reason why the flow of culture is easily accepted.  


But it is a way that Jesus is not traveling 


and neither do his disciples.  

In those places where we are more culture followers than Christ followers, 


know that we can change.  


We can put the extra effort in, 



we can take the risk to get near the snags, 



and we can be willing to lay our life down to Jesus.  

To put this off 

is to put Jesus off 


and cease being his disciple.

We are next warned to be aware of false prophets.  


Which is a no brainer, 



but Jesus reminds us why we keep getting sucked into their orbit.  

Yes, they are wolves, 


but they are wolves dressed in sheep's clothing. 

They know the things they need to do 


in order to keep their claws from showing.  

They will eat grass if they need to, 


if it means a big meal later.  

So, with everyone looking like sheep, 


how do we tell the difference between a true prophet 


and a false one?  

We need to take some time 


and study the fruit that is produced, 


how they act.  

Remember we are not to eternally judge, 


but we are to discern.  

So, in looking at their life, 


what kind of fruit are they producing?  



Is that fruit in line with the gospel? 



 Is it good fruit or bad fruit?  

A tree can not produce both at the same time.  


It may look like it, 



and then you bite into it 



and find out it is rotten.  

This discernment again takes effort.  

It takes time.  

It takes a moment to ask, 


“Why are you doing this?”  

Now, there might be a lot of people following them, 


but that is not necessarily a sign that they are a healthy tree.  



Cancer is a lot of growth happening 




in a place where there should be less.  

Remember, 


the gate is narrow and the road is hard, 


and we can tell a prophet by the fruit they bear, 



their actions over time.  



What kind of character have they demonstrated?

The next warning reminds us of the simple life Jesus calls us to.


Before we think that we have fallen short of being Jesus' disciples, 



because we have not exorcised any demons, 



brought anyone back to life, 



or even had a large number of baptisms, 


Jesus throws us another warning to balance our thinking.  

There are those who cry out “Lord, Lord.”  


Indicating that they recognize Jesus' position of authority in their lives.  



“We prophesied in your name 



and cast out demons in your name 



and performed many miracles in your name.”  




These are great and mighty things.  


They are the type of works that would make us say, 



“The Spirit is on the move!”  

So what does their Lord say to them, 


“Get away, 



I never knew you, 




you workers of lawlessness.”  

It comes down to the question that Pharaoh's prophets 


and Simon needed to ask, 



“Am I using God 



or am I letting God use me?” 

 If we are using God, 


we are doing these great things to build a name up for ourselves.  

If we are being used by God, 


we are letting God's name alone be built up.  

And the frustrating thing for our fallen human nature is, 


that God often works in the everyday matters.  

The fruit that he is trying to produce through you 


come through your every day routines, 



the people you interact with on a regular basis.  




Do you greet the grocery store clerk by name or at least a smile.  




Do you pick up pieces of trash when you come across them?  




Are you willing to help someone on a moments notice?  




Can you be trusted to watch a child for 10 minutes 





while someone goes to the store? 

There is way more glory for us in coming in at the moment of crisis 


and saving the day.  

There is way more glory for God in us being faithful day in and day out, 


and the day never needing saved.

All of these things can be done, 


if we actually do what Jesus says.  

Not just listen to what Jesus says, 


but actually do them.  

You listen to my words for at least 20 minutes a week.  


I sometimes am told that 



“That was a good sermon.”  

As those of you who have braved such a compliment know, 


I often do not let it stand there.  



I ask why?  

My “why” question is one, 


to hear what clicked for you, 

and two, 


what difference is it going to make in your lives?  


What is it going to cause you to do?  

When I hear, 


“I need to go call my sister and apologize” 


or “the weight that I was carrying 



I am finally able to let go 



and let God's love wash over me.”  


Then yes,



 I will agree with you 




that it was a good sermon.  

If I was just enjoyable to listen to, 


that is nice for me, 

but I did not pursue my radio and television broadcasting career, 


I pursued being a minister of Word and Sacrament.  

So my standard for good 

or effectiveness is, 


“Is it causing change?”


“Is it causing you to do anything new or differently?”

Now Jesus' illustration is that there are lots of people in the church 

and outside of it 


that know what Jesus said.  

Anybody in this room could take 6 months 


and be able to recite every word that is recorded in scripture from memory.  

But that is not what Jesus is pursuing.  


He is pursuing people who take his words 



and actually put them into action.  
For sand and rock only differ via size, 


as sand is rock broken down into smaller sizes, 



as our glacier silt demonstrates.  

But you hold Jesus' words together 


and you will be able to withstand the storm.  

Picking and choosing Jesus' words, 


mixing in other words with them, 



and they don't hold up.  

Only Jesus has endured the refining pressure of creation, 

coming from heaven, 

dying an innocent man, 

and returning to the father.  


Any other words mixed into that, 



will not withstand the storms that come.  

Jesus is clear, 


that life will bring storms to both the wise man and the foolish man.  

In the end, 


it is what they have based their lives on 



that makes the difference.  

Job survived his trials, 


because his life had a working relationship with God.  

Will we be able to withstand our storms?  


You and I can answer that for ourselves right now, 



because these warnings have raised many questions for us 




about our relationship with God.  


If there are places of weakness, 



that is what warnings are for.  


To make the necessary preparations 



to be able to endure the trial that lays ahead. 

Invariably, 


to ignore the warning, 



leads to a great fall.  

Jesus does not want that for us, 


so let us heed the warnings 



and follow Jesus along the narrow gate and along the hard  path, 



beware of false prophets and discern the fruit they are producing, 



not be swept up by miraculous signs and wonders, 



and listen to the words of Jesus and actually do them, 




more and more each day.  

That is how a house is built, is it not?  

Adding another board, another nail, to an already poured foundation, 


which is God's word.  
Building it upon anything else is foolishness.
