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22" Sunday in ordinary time

315 August 2025
Weekend Masses Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim Parish £408 £925
Sun 9:00am Gargory 11:00am Dromara Thank you for your continued contributions

Weekday Masses
Mon 9.00am Leitrim 7:30pm Dechomet
Tues 9:00am Dromara
Wed 7:30pm Leitrim

Fri  7:30pm Dromara
The sick & housebound will be attended this week

ANNIVERSARIES
Dechomet
Margaret Ross
Timothy Doyle
Leitrim
Cissie McAnulty
Winnie Savage (Backaderry)
Eddie McAleenan
Eugene O’Hare & Deceased
Family Members
Nicky Duggan & Deceased
Family Members
Fr Jim Keer
Dromara
Daniel Hughes (Derry)
Dan Hughes & Deceased
Family Members (Finnis)
Eileen & Peter O'Hare &
Deceased Family Members
Rossa Kelly
Anne Mullan
Patrick McKey
Pat & John Gordon
ar;
Elizabeth & Patrick McCartan

Sat 30th

Sat 30th
Wed 3
Sat 6th

Sun 31st

Fri 5th

Sun 7th
Sun 7th

St Michael’s Bowling Club
The Bowling season will resume on
Thurs 4th Sept in St Michael’s Hall Finnis at 7:30pm
New Members are warmly welcomed

SVP contact numbers
Dromara 07738 838191/ Drumg 07825 419067

Diocesan Director of Safeguarding
Stephen Sherry 073 0124 6329
safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org

‘We welcome into Drumgooland Parish
Isla Rose Clarke & Aoibh Alice Hynds

New Altar Servers
The forms will be available through the
primary schools in the coming weeks.

All children will be trained, and the parish
follows the safeguarding policies of the diocese.
The forms can be handed in at mass
or returned to the school.

Any altar server who no longer wishes to
serve, please let me know. The help of older
altar servers is greatly appreciated, especially to
help the new altar servers settle in their roles.

Preparation for First Holy Communion
The Do This in Memory material has not yet
been printed but hopefully will be available

later this month. The dates for the programme
will be published as soon as possible.

Parish Council Meetings
Drumgooland Mon 8th Sept 8pm
Dromara Mon 15t Sept 8pm

Planning Ahead
This year it was challenging to get priests to
cover the Sunday masses when I was away.
It will always be my preference to have all
Sunday masses covered but that may not
always be possible in the future
There are a few options:
A reduced mass schedule, e.g. only two masses
I do not take holidays
Prayer services if a priest is not available
No service or mass, people go to another parish
I do not offer those ideas lightly, yet it
is important to be realistic. Please reflect upon
these ideas, feel free to offer other solutions.

Celebration of the Canonisation of St Carlo Acutis
Sun 7th Sept Mass at 5:30pm
Cathedral of Ss Patrick & Colman, Newry
All welcome, especially Families and Young People.
Refreshments afterwards in Newry Parish Centre
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{1417 : o - o R IS EE kingdom are different from thase 1
4 see around me. Yours are the values [
wiould like to have. Help me to have an

attitude of humility and of gratitude.
Amen”
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Today's readings focus on humility. In the Book of Ecclesiasticus, the author advises that “the
= §

greater you are, the more you should behave humbly. There is no cure for the proud person's
malady,” the authaor says, “since an evil growth has taken roat in him.

Inthe Gospel, Jesus advises that If you're a guest at a party, slt at the lowest place, 5o that
when your host amives, you may be told to move higher. When you hoid a party, e goes on,
don't Invite the rich and Influential, whe can rapay you, but rather the poor and Insignifcant.

Examing your values, your aitiudes. Do
YU AIWays expect to be treated better than
others? What sort of opinion do you have
of yoursslr?

Jesus' point Is clear: The Christian mustn't be concemed with Image, power or sialus buf with
Eervice. 3envice of God and nelghbour Is what counts.

JEsuE |5 the best exampile of humility He Identifled with the lieast of all He chose the sick
oer the nealthy, the weak over the powerful, the poor over the fch, sinners over the plous.
He washed feat. He mixed with cuttasts. He emptied nimsal, taking the form of a servant. He
ENDWS UB hiow D llwe.

Dunng hags, pray for a greater awarensss of
WO Utter dependence on God. Pray that the

Stil, It's difficult to be humiie In today's social media warld, with 1ts focus on beauty, bigness  POOT Wil have what they n2ed 1o Ive.

and iolng. Our compatitie emdronment promates Individualsm, vanlty, vaulting ambiltien. Te
Elcced In Ife, you ars told you must be aggregshve, driven, ruthlzss.

Humliity ks different. Humillty |s the opposite of ke FArst It's the ability to stand In the other's
shoes; tD conslder experiences thatare not our oemn. It IS revalving our actions around others
rather than oursslves. it 1s belng least, being servant, being littie, being last Live ke that, Jesus
t2lls 15, and heawven Fwalts us. i

The Christlan is always humble
The Christian trusts In God's geodness and love

Al are equal In the eyes of God

REFLECT
==r==g be humbie Is to have four attftudes  neverto be comtent with howwe look, to |5 larger now than ever In our history, and
writ large. always want more, to ahways be optimising,  expands every day. We have access to
balieving we can never have enaugh. miore knowledpe than ever before - about

First, It Is the honest recognition we
are not perfect. Despite our Dest Intentions,
we §in all the time. ¥Whatewer our rank in
S0clety or chunch, we are not perfect
‘We know we're not perfect. And so the
Rumbie parson doesn't Rave a big head.
The numisle person doesn't rush to |udge,

the brain and matter and the orlgins
of things. Ask Si or Alexa almost any
guestion, and theyll supply an Instant
ANBEWEr. E¥erynna |5 mow an expert or think
they are. This I especially true on platforms
Ie X, TKTok and Facebook. Few an sochl
media admit ta being wreng. You follow

Humlity I bedng satisfied with sUTflclient
It's kmowing our blggest treasure, our
ultimate security, Is God. Always wanting
miore geats In the way of putting God and
others first.

doesn't discrimingte agalnst, Dully, hurt or
axclude. How can | kol down on anather
when | know how Imperfect|am?

We acknowledge this at Holy Communion
whenwe say, "Lord, | am not worthy... |
am not worthy that you should come Into
my house. M Rot worthy to be In your
presence. | dont oeserve you. TRe journsy
to perfection will never be comglete

this side of the grave. Humility Is hanest
awareness of my Imperfection writ langs.

Second, humilty |s simplicity of Iife. It's an
attituge Pope Francis Nas rademarked
since his lection - his refusal to Ive n the
papal apartments. His refusal to wear flashy
vestments. His use of ordinary language.

Durwarld Is greesy and grasping, constantly
Inslsting we need to ook young and perfect,

Simpilcity of Ife s also @ way of cherishing
our endangered earth, and of shawing
solidarity with the poor, wha throwgh others”
greed are denied IMe's basic comforts.
Humiity Is simplicity of ife writ large.

Thirg, humility ts prayerfulness. Archblshag
Fultan Sheen once salc: “Only the humble
£an pray, for prayer presumes we need
EOMBOnE and 5GMEthing.” When we

a5k God for someshing, when we thank
Gaod Tor sometning, we are admittng our
gependence on God, that on our own we
£an do nothing. And 5o we turn to God

In our need, our gratitude, our oy, our
heartbreak. We place ourselves befora
the God whea |6 our sirength. Humliity Is

prayerfulness writ lange.

Fourth, humiity I= knowing | SomT know
everything. The reservelr of human leaming

thoss you agres with; you unroliow those
you disagres with. We have bacomse mons
testy, Inslstent, cogmatic, strident.

Humiliity Is acknowiedging | don't know
everytning and that that's akay. It's how

it ehowld be. The poet TS Blot sald, “The
only wisdom we can hope to acquire |6 the
wisam of numillty” Humilty s admitting
iy Iitations wrik large.

Today's readings arent about shunning
the Imelkght, being Inviskole, staying slient.
They're not aoout not tking legitimate
pride In posttive achisvements - ke a loved
one's ELH'}BEEE\.TT'EF are, rather, a sSuUmmans
to awhoksome, sefiess, QENEnUE way of
Iving that Imitates Jesus, our model, the
servant king. W



