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by Dave Harbin
Hello members and I hope soon to become members,
I hope you all had a blessed holiday season with
family and friends. December was a busy time for the
historical society, starting with the Holiday Extravaganza held on December 2nd. Two of our board
members participated in the parade, riding in past
President Dave Bratt’s Corvette. It’s been many years
since the last Christmas Parade was held in San Dimas, and I hope it
continues for many years to come. The Gift Shop was open throughout
December and did a great business. The money raised is a great boost to
the Historical Society, providing funds for daily operations and special
community projects. The Gift Shop is lead by Kay Hoveland, and Kay does a
fantastic job getting donations of items and marketing them. In 2017, sales
from the Gift Shop provided $8000 to the society’s general fund. Talk about a
fundraiser! Kay deserves a big “Thank You” from all of us.
Some of you may remember my dad, Dick Harbin. He passed away in
December at the age of 97. He spent most of his life in San Dimas, graduating from Bonita High School in 1938. He was a great father and I’m grateful
to have spent so much time with him. I learned a lot about San Dimas and La
Verne from him, and that fueled my interest in history. He often talked about
what it was like growing up around the citrus industry and what the area was
like in the late 20’s, 30’s and 40’s. He liked photography and took many
pictures of La Verna and San Dimas, in particular many of the old Bonita High
School and its students. Also in December, we lost one of the few remaining
charter members of the society, Joe Vaniman. You may have seen Joe
driving his Model A Ford pickup around town or in a parade. Joe was a real
gentleman, soft spoken and kind, a firm supporter of the Historical Society. A
few years ago, Ralph Thomas and I spent an afternoon talking to Joe about
his military service in WW II. Joe was a bomber pilot in Europe, flying B-17’s
for the Eighth Air Force. His stories kept Ralph and I on the edge of our
seats for nearly 3 hours. The generation Joe and my dad were part of lived
through the great depression, fought WW II, came home and started families
and made everlasting contributions to our community and the nation. I’m
very thankful to have
known so many of them.
The claim that they were
the greatest generation
can’t be denied.
God Bless and thank you
for your support,
Dave

Joe Vanimann - Western Days
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Busy Bee Be Busy Again!
By Linda Nelson
In 1906 San
Dimas looked
like a frontier
village of the
Old West.
The streets
were hardpacked dirt,
the buildings
were wood
with the false-fronts typical of construction in the West. In that
year a foundation was laid and materials ordered to build a small
restaurant on the west end of downtown San Dimas. In 1908
construction of this 25'x140' building was completed at a cost of
$150 and Harriet Hyde opened the Busy Bee Café!
Now $150 may not sound like much of a cost for a commercial
building but, even for the only café in town, it was going to take a
while to recoup the construction costs! In 1908 the average hourly
wage was 25 cents – just $10.06 per week! A mug of hot coffee
was 5¢. An order of buckwheat cakes with maple syrup was
10¢ – 20¢ if you wanted country sausage on the side! I’m sure
that the Busy Bee was very busy – it had to sell 2,000 cups of
coffee and 250 deluxe breakfasts to repay the construction
cost – plus the cost of the coffee, buckwheat flour and sausage!
The first photo shows the café with a man in an apron receiving a
shipment of goods in a horse-drawn cart.
The photo below shows the same building in 2018. It is in remarkable condition! The wood false front has been reinforced with
stucco, as has the rest of the building front. How can a structure
from 110 years ago be in such remarkable condition? The answer
is that it was not left vacant. In 1925 it was the business of a
shoemaker and the small shop was occupied ever since. Just like
the example of the Walker House, which was occupied for most of
its existence by the same extended family, when a building is
treated with care and respect it will last to share its memories for
hundreds of years!
Today the Busy Bee is busy once again!
It is the business of Jennifer Baloian and is
open at 225 W. Bonita as the San Dimas
Wine Shop and Tasting Room. Let’s help keep
our San Dimas
treasures in good
condition – stop in
and say hello to
Jennifer – and
taste a glass of
wine, cheese and
crackers. Bring
your friends and
let her know that
you appreciate her
stewardship of this
fine example of
San
Dimas
history!
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New Scholarship Program
The San Dimas Historical Society Scholarship Program is
now established to assist students who volunteer their time to
help the Society. Four scholarships of $250 will be given
annually. Two scholarships will be awarded at the Society’s
spring dinner and two at the fall dinner. Students who are age 16 or older and attend
high school, college or university, are eligible. To participate go to
Sandimashistorical.org and click on
Volunteer in the upper right hand corner.

Year Books

by Julie Glauthier Draayom

Did you, your spouse, or children go to school in San Dimas or La Verne?
Did you attend Bonita High School when it was located
where Damien High School is now?
Did you realize the San Dimas Historical Society has a
growing collection of year books from the “old “ Bonita High
School dating back to 1907?
I am also scanning the class pictures from the elementary
schools into our computer. I need help with names for those
class mates, so future researchers can identify each little
face. If we don’t put names to each child who will?
We have class pictures from San Dimas Elementary School
dating back to 1891. This school was located on South
Cataract where the skate park is now. Three different San
Dimas elementary schools stood on this site. When I
attended this school 1965-1967 it was only 6, 7, & 8th
grades. I have scanned 2 mini year books from this school
into our computer. The building was sold to a private school
when Ramona Junior High was built.
All these resources are at your disposal in our office during
our office hours Tuesdays and Thursday 1-4:00.
When you’re cleaning out the garage to downsize or the
kids have left this old stuff behind, please consider donating
the year books to our collection and letting me scan the class
pictures.
Help us keep a record of San Dimas life as we knew it,
growing up before the digital age.
(Can you pick out David Graef and Julie Glauthier in Ekstran school grade 1, 1960)

San Dimas Historical Society in the Walker House - 2nd Floor

February 10, 2018
10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Docent led tours of the Walker House
are available that day - Please RSVP to the office for a tour

Join the San Dimas Historical Society as we host citrus TASTING and DISPLAY at the Walker
House. This popular FREE event will feature a variety of fresh picked citrus fruits for your tasting.
We are certain that there will be some you have never seen or tasted. Citrus expert
Tom Spellman will be on hand to answer questions about growing citrus. Tom has been in the
nursery business for over 40 years and has worked at many area nurseries.
Currently he is with the Dave Wilson Nursery in Hickman, California. Tom lectures on fruit growing
throughout the western United States, appearing on television and
radio. He is also an accomplished writer, providing articles for Sunset, Westways, the Los Angeles Times
and the OC Register.
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STUDENTS
VOLUNTEERING

GREAT GIFT SHOP!
Do you know how we sustain
Our mission to preserve history
Now for future generations? By
All those who generously give
Time, things and money,
Everything is
Donated!
We have been successful in our
efforts to raise funds to support our mission
because of the TIME people have donated as volunteers, the
wonderful THINGS sold in the Historical Society Gift Shop and the
Christmas Boutique, as well as MONEY large and small.
Volunteer TIME keeps the Gift Shop open every Tuesday and
Thursday during our regular hours of 1 – 4 pm plus an extra hour
early to catch some of the lunch crowd from LucaBella’s restaurant.
Dian Moravek works in the Gift Shop on Tuesdays and Margaret
Tamayo works on Thursdays.
In December we also had the Christmas Boutique in the community room at the Walker House on Saturdays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays requiring extra volunteer hours, time provided by the
Board members and local students. Even more time is needed to
open the Museum and Gift Shop most months on the second and
third Friday and Saturday nights in conjunction with the 2nd Story
Gallery.
The donated THINGS to be sold have proven to be the most
interesting and winning program to date. We are so thankful to
those who have donated their items to keep this ongoing and we
can always use more for our inventory! Please call if you need
anything picked up.
Kay Hoveland

A Great Way to Start
Helping the World
Around You!
By Gracie Goodwin
Over the last decade San
Dimas High School Students
Gracie Goodwin
have been required to complete
sixty community volunteer hours as part of the San Dimas
High School Connection Project which is a presentation
given at the end of senior year as a graduation requirement.
Now retired, former Principal Michael Kelly introduced the
program which I myself participated in just last year. Looking
back, doing my volunteer hours shaped me as a person and
I cannot be any prouder to have done my hours with the San
Dimas Historical Society. On a personal note volunteering
lead me to a student board position my senior year and now
a full-time board position.
We are a purely volunteer based organization and our
student volunteers make a large difference in the community. If you know young people looking to get involved or you
yourself are looking for a wonderful way to get involved in
your community please stop by
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1-4
pm or the second and third Friday
and Saturday of the month. We
cannot wait to meet you.

Thank You Valued Patron
Members that have made donations of $1000 or more to the Patron Program are: (listed in order of participation)
San Dimas Community Hospital, Ralph and Peggy Thomas, Paul and Willa McClure, Tom and Sue Nuss, Ryan Teague, Jean Johnstone Rimpau,
Curt and Glenda Morris, Jeff and Terry Templeman, Sharon Long, Bill and Joyce Emerson, Winifred Rouse Willis, Bob and Connie Brown, Joe Vaniman,
Matt and Julie Draayom, Mark and Linda Nelson, Don and Margie Green, Georgia Florentine, Dick and Mary Lou Harbin, John and Susan Davis
Their generous gifts allow the society to purchase specially needed items to enhance our ability to save and share our history that otherwise would be
unavailable due to limited funding.
To find out how you too can become a patron call the office at (909) 592-1190. Your donation is tax deducible.

Membership Benefits include:
Quarterly newsletters, invitations to two membership dinners with special speakers and programs, discounts at selected local
merchants, invitations to hosted annual Ice Cream Social, and other Historical Society Events.

Check your annual membership type:
Individual…..$25 __ Family (two or more)…..$35__ Sponsors / Business …. $100 ___ Life Membership...$500 per person____
Additional Support / Donation for your Society are welcomed
Name (s) ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________ State _______ Zip _________ Phone ___________________
E-mail _____________________________ Would you like to receive our newsletter by e-mail? Yes ____ No ____
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