Skyline Backpack, Jasper- 44km, 2 nights backcountry camping.
Pat, Janice, Sherry, Skeeter, Sandy, Phil, Steve and Trent

A Saturday drive to Jasper for a backpack starting on Sunday. Arriving in Jasper about 1:30pm
allowed us to stretch our legs with a short hike close to town. Saturday evening, we all
gathered on the Jasper strip for an evening meal before heading to Maligne Canyon Hostel
(8km east of Jasper town site).
Sunday morning, the 8 hikers packed into one vehicle as we left the second vehicle at the trails
end. A 30km drive to the trial head in cold and cloudy weather. It is never a good sign when the
rain gear is put on before hitting the trail. And rain it did, we hiked 12km to our first spot,
Snowbowl camp site.
A full day of rain hiking made for some that “were wet to the underwear”. That is wet from the
outside in not the inside out. The tent pads had puddles but we did our best to sweep away the
water. Snowbowl lived up to its name. No sooner did the tents go up, the big white wet sticky
flakes fell. The snow was insult to injury. Everyone gathered in tree wells, under tarps, in tents,
anywhere to get out of the wet. Changing clothes was an option but gauging how to not use or
let your spare clothes get wet was the challenge we all had.
The worst kind of cold is wet and cold. We had some hikers that were freezing. Warm drinks,
supper and into bed. Most said they were warm and dry in their tents but we did have
mountains of wet gear.

The next morning was mostly cloudy with the no rain. Lots of deep fresh snow at the higher
elevations. With our gear/clothes wet, knowing that our hike would take us to the deep snow
and there was a high probability that our second night out would be in below zero temps, we
decided in the best interest of the group to try the Skyline another day.
We headed back down the trail to the starting point. As we dropped elevation and we hiked in
midday, the sun was out, bringing warm temps that we so dearly needed yesterday. The trail
was a muddy mess, just a reminder of what we were in the day before.
Returning home, we stopped at the Jasper Miette Hot Springs for a one hour warm up. That
was a treat. Could have used a warm soak the day before!

