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LAUGHing ALONG WITH THE LEAGUE!
– by Betty Hayford
The invitation to the Education Fund dinner on April 11 read
“Laugh Along with the League.” The 100 League members
and guests who attended the dinner on a spring-like evening
found many occasions to laugh along as well as extol the
valuable mission of the League.
Gathered at the Unitarian Church for a tasty buffet dinner, the
festive group was entertained by three comedy sets offering a
gently humorous look at human foibles including the earnest
goals of LWVEvanston. Northwestern’s Mee-ow improv
group started off with quick- paced comedy that engaged as
well as amused.
Then the kids from Mudlark Theater, an Evanston treasure
for middle school students, showed they had done their
homework. In response to the question of why anyone should
join the League, Mudlark emphasized our role in providing
information for voters and encouraging civic engagement.
They aimed some clever barbs at the League’s commitment
to achieving consensus before adopting a position, as well as
the rules of observing City Council meetings (watch, listen,
but don’t talk!).
Cook County Commissioner and LWVE member Larry
Suffredin introduced the final act, giving the Honorable John
Cullerton, long-time Illinois legislator and President of the

Sen. Cullerton “presided” with one-liners and a spoof of the League.

Illinois Senate since 2009, a platform from which to surprise
his audience with his prowess as a stand-up comedian. He
poked fun at his colleagues and Governor Rauner, but saved
the last laugh for the League. He called LWVE President Cate
Whitcomb to the microphone and read a resolution he had
introduced praising the mission and work of the League, only
to conclude that unfortunately the measure had failed to pass!
He did promise to introduce it again in two years for the next
Ed Fund dinner.
The dinner was excellent, the program was witty and
amusing, and the evening was a success. As well as creating
an enjoyable gathering, the event raised more than $13,000
to support the League’s educational activities through ticket
sales, a wine pull, and generous contributions. Thanks to all
who attended or contributed to the event, and especially to
the organizing committee: Ellen Browne, Gloria Callaci, Judy
Elsass, Kira Foken, Helen Gagel, Karen Hunt, Patrick KeenanDevlin, Jennifer O’Neil, and Cheryl Wollin.

BIG thanks to our
2015 Corporate Sponsors

Fiona Green, Josie Hansen, and Nathan Straus of Mudlark Theater
came to consensus that joining the League is a great way to get
involved in the community.

President’s Letter
Dear League Friends,
As I pen my final letter to you as President of the League of Women Voters
of Evanston I am in a reflective mood. It has been a busy two years, full of big
plans, some of which I have been able to accomplish and others which I have
not. Still pending is the final cleanup and organization of the LWVE office and
complete job descriptions for LWVE Board positions.
But I read with interest a blog posting by LWV-US President Elisabeth
MacNamara in observance of the 95th Anniversary of the League. She listed
six ways the League has impacted our lives:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Increased access to the ballot
Easier ways to register to vote
Unbiased voter education information
A cleaner elections system
Cleaner air and water
Improved access to health care and protection of reproductive rights

Visit tinyurl.com/nuhgah5 to read the article in its entirety on the Huffington
Post. We all know there are still significant deficits in all six areas and that we
must be constantly vigilant for ways to make improvements.
Ms. MacNamara’s blog got me thinking along similar lines, about where we
can see the past, present and future impact of the League in Evanston:
1. Frequent requests to be present at events to register voters and to join
other organizations in registering voters.
2. Several hundred 7th graders learning creative ways to express their ideas
about the U.S. Constitution.
3. Evanston chosen as the World Wildlife Fund’s 2015 U.S. Earth Hour City
Capital
4. Leadership in campaigns to create a system of small donor campaign
financing as well as a ballot measure to create an independent mapping
commission.
5. Extensive work with the City on the structure, function and procedures of
Boards and Commissions.
6. Leadership and advocacy in abolishing the death penalty in Illinois, and a
successful effort to secure a national LWV position on this issue.
We should all extend our thanks to League members who created these
impacts, and to those who continue to carry on the work. The League is only
as strong as you, as an individual member, can make it. I encourage you to stay
involved, informed and part of the process of our civic lives. It is our right and
our privilege to make democracy work.
I look forward to seeing you all at the Annual Meeting, Thursday, May 21, at
5:30 pm at the King Home. The Annual Meeting Kit is included with this issue
of the Intercom.

Cate

Editor’s Note: On behalf of all
League members, here’s a shout-out
to Cate Whitcomb for her leadership,
and to Casey Christensen, and Mary
Morris, who will retire from board
service (but not the League!) at the
Annual Meeting.
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A tribute to Janet Otwell

“The effect of her being on those around her was incalculably diffusive”
– by Helen Gagel
The March — April Intercom
reported the death on
February 23 of Jan Otwell,
a League leader at the
local, state and national
levels. In this issue we offer
a tribute to Jan, whose life
of leadership and service
was honored by friends and
family at a memorial service
In addition to a lifelong on April 18. Jan Costello,
commitment to public service,
who worked with Jan at
Jan Otwell was an ever-faithful
the Illinois Department on
and hopeful Cubs fan.
Aging (and succeeded her
as its director) remembered her as “an advocate’s advocate.”
Ms. Costello and other speakers made frequent reference to
Jan’s love of books, especially George Elliot’s Middlemarch,
which she had finished reading yet another time shortly
before she died. Its closing line describing an “incalculably
diffusive effect on those around her” could have been written
about Jan. That effect was well documented in the Evanston
League’s nomination of Jan for the Carrie Chapman Catt
Award, the highest distinction awarded a League member. Jan
was honored in 2007. Here are excerpts from the nomination,
which was submitted by then-President Karen Telser:
“Through her work with the League, as well as in state
government and many social service organizations, [Jan] has
inspired tens of thousands of Illinois residents to a greater
awareness of, and participation in, public issues and the
democratic process.
“Jan was a member of the State League’s Board from 1968
to 1981, and president from 1977 to 1981. During this time
she spearheaded the League’s effort to ratify the Equal Rights
Amendment in Illinois, and directed the Illinois Juvenile
Court-Watching Project. In 1982 she was elected to the board
of the League of Women Voters of the United States, where
she served as the Social Policy and Litigation chair.
“Jan’s deep, gentle wisdom is invaluable to the entire
Evanston League. She is an endless source of creative ideas
and practical advice, but she is never presumptuous, never
egotistical or boastful about her many accomplishments. Her
quiet style, her unfailingly on-target, respectful guidance,
her great generosity of spirit, have won the affection and
admiration of all of us. She becomes a mentor to all who
have the good fortune to work with her.”

Jan served on numerous advisory and advocacy bodies,
including: Task Force on the Future of Illinois; Bureau
of Employment Security Advisory Board; White House
Conference on Families; Governor’s Task Force on Children;
Department of Children and Family Services Advisory Council.
In 1984, Jan took the helm of the Illinois Department on
Aging, a post she held for 7 years. She then went on to serve
as Midwest director of AARP, where she directed activities in
10 Midwestern states for about 1,000,000 members. She also
created and chaired the Committee of Ninety for the ‘90’s, a
group of 90 statewide leaders addressing the effects of an
aging society.
Upon retiring from AARP, Jan took on a new set of community
service posts focused on improving the lives of children,
women, and the homeless, including Voices for Illinois
Children; the Good News Partners; and Deborah’s Place.
She also renewed her commitment to the League, joining
the Evanston LWV board and as Karen Telser described
it, “promptly volunteered to resuscitate our moribund
newsletter, the Intercom. She set to work overhauling it
from top to bottom, resulting in a revitalized publication fit
for a 21st century League.” Jan also served on the Local
Government Committee and wrote and edited Observer
reports on the City Council and its committees.
Jan was married for 60 years to Ralph Otwell, former editor of
the Chicago Sun-Times, who recalled she was his first boss in
her post as managing editor of The Daily Northwestern, for
which he was a reporter.
The program for Jan’s memorial service included a “collection
of snippets of thought, scripture, philosophy and poetry which
mean a lot to me,” assembled by Jan in 2000 as her own set
of Lessons and Carols. One selection reads, “There’s more. . .
each experience, each moment, each relationship, each
encounter has within it the seeds of grace to be brimmed to
overflowing.”
Clearly, Jan Otwell was a woman of
“incalculably diffusive effect” on her
world. The Evanston League was
honored to have her among us for
so many years. And her legacy lives
on in a generous bequest she made
to our League, which will be put to
good use in advancing the work of
the organization that she held close
to her heart.

Privacy in the Digital Age
– by Val Krejcie

Mr. Staum explained the “third-party legal theory” which
allows banks, phone companies and Internet service providers
to collect data without a warrant because people have
voluntarily provided this information to these “third parties.”

On March 5th the Evanston League
hosted “Privacy in a Digital Age,“
presented by Kathryn Callaghan
and Jeremy Staum of Restore the
Fourth, an organization working to
end unconstitutional surveillance
of digital communications. Mr.
Staum began with a review of
how the Fourth Amendment
became part of the Bill of Rights.
The framers’ intent was to protect
citizens from warrantless searches
of their homes.

Ms. Callaghan described how current technology presents a
challenge to privacy of phone and Internet activity. Cameras
with facial recognition software can be located throughout
the community, and our movements can be tracked and
recorded. ALPR – Automatic License Plate Recognition
cameras collect data while other cameras are used with facial
recognition software.

Government surveillance of US citizens has expanded
tremendously since 9/11, as authorized by the USA Patriotic
Act and the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act. The
Washington Post has revealed that nine major Internet
companies have opened their servers to government
surveillance, including Google, Facebook, Apple and
others. Members of Congress, editorial writers and many
organizations have spoken out against this violation of the
right to privacy.

The presenters did not deny that the government has some
legitimate needs to investigate crimes and terrorism. What
worries them is the volume of data being collected and
stored, the length of time it is being kept and who has access
to this information. They felt there was promising reform
taking place at the state and local level, but it was unlikely
that Congress would address these issues in the near future.
Illinois State Senator Daniel Biss has been a leader in raising
awareness of this issue among the public and in the state
legislature. He played a key role in recent legislation restricting
Illinois law enforcement from using GPS data and drones.

League Eyes on Economic Development
Editor’s note: The City of Evanston’s economic development
agenda has been on the League agenda for a number of
years. As the economy recovers from the 2008 downturn,
activity is once again picking up in Evanston, and the League
is monitoring, observing, and commenting as called for in our
local program. During the past year, our Local Government
Committee has taken the lead in this arena. Our thanks to
Julianne Dieterich, who wrote a detailed report on the City’s
economic development goals and activities. It is excerpted
here and will be published in full in future issues of the
Intercom.

for businesses seeking to upgrade their appearance; the
Merchant Grant Program, which provides funding to merchant
associations in six business districts for plantings, banners,
holiday decorations, and promotional activities. The City also
supports Special Service Areas -- incremental tax districts that
generate revenue to keep the district visually appealing and
support advertising and promotions. Downtown Evanston is
one such area.

LWV activities: We met with Johanna Nyden, Economic
Development Division Manager; observed meetings of
the Economic Development Committee and City Council;
reviewed the City’s website and social media; and invited
Annie Coakley, Executive Director of Downtown Evanston, to
speak at a November 2014 League luncheon.

Evanston now has six Tax Increment Financing Districts that
finance redevelopment activities. Two new TIFs have been
established in the past year, one to develop the Dempster/
Dodge shopping area, a high priority after the closing
of Dominick’s, and the other to shape and coordinate
development at the Main and Chicago intersection.

City Economic Development Goals & Activities:
Five core goals are stated in the current City budget:
1) Attraction and retention of retailers; 2) Workforce
development partnerships; 3) Support of arts and
entertainment-‐focused businesses; 4) Entrepreneurship, and
5) Support of the City’s Quality of Place initiative. Among
the programs in place to support these goals are: Facade
Improvement Grants, which provides limited matching funds

The Economic Development Committee and City Council
oversee the City’s economic development activities, which
are managed by a four-member staff.

The City also invests in business acquisition and retention.
Recent examples include the Autobarn, ZS Associates, Little
Beans Play Café; Trader Joe’s, the Peckish Pig and Ward 8.

Want to get involved in the League’s economic
development study and other Local Government
activities? Contact Jessie Feldman at jessie23tf@gmail.com
or Cate Whitcomb indiacate@gmail.com.
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