
+ THE CONFESSION OF ST. PETER +
Divine Service Setting One ~ LSB 151

January 18, 2026 

As We Gather: Losing Ourselves in the Confession of the One Name of Salvation

St. Peter speaks for all disciples when he confesses, “You are the Christ” (Mark 8:29). 
This confession is the bedrock of the Church, which Christ Himself builds (Matt. 16:18), 
for “this Jesus,” the stone rejected by earthly builders, “has become the cornerstone” 
(Acts 4:11). This was a scandal even to Peter. The Christ must suffer, be rejected, be killed 
“and after three days rise again” (Mark 8:31), for through this work of salvation received 
by faith, God’s “precious and very great promises” are granted, “so that through them you 
may become partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4). Wherever Jesus is the Christ, His 
disciples deny themselves, take up their crosses and follow Him (Mark 8:34). They have 
been cleansed from their former sins and increase in faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, 
steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection and love, effective and fruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:5–9). All who trust in Jesus, the Christ of 
Peter’s confession, will save their life, though for His sake they lose it (Mark 8:35). “For 
there is no other name … by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

As the Cross, a symbol of our redemption, enters the sanctuary, God’s people stand and fix 
our eyes upon it. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 



have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn ‘By All Your Saints in Warfare’ LSB 517 sts. 1, 10, 3 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823–1913, alt. 
Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day Confession of Peter 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, You revealed to the apostle Peter the blessed truth that Your Son 
Jesus is the Christ. Strengthen us by the proclamation of this truth that we too may 
joyfully confess that there is salvation in no one else; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
  
Please be seated. 
 
First Reading Acts 4:8–13 
 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if 
we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what 
means this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of 
Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that 
was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.” 
 13Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been 
with Jesus. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Introit              Psalm 89:1, 5, 15–16; antiphon: Psalm 119:46 

 
I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 
 and shall not be | put to shame. 
I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, for- | ever;* 
 with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all gener- | ations. 
Let the heavens praise your wonders, | O LORD,* 
 your faithfulness in the assembly of the | holy ones! 
Blessèd are the people who know the | festal shout,* 
 who walk, O LORD, in the light | of your face, 
who exult in your name | all the day* 
 and in your righteousness are ex- | alted. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]* 
 and shall not be | put to shame. 
 
Epistle 2 Peter 1:1–15 
 1Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 
 To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of 
our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 
 2May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord. 
 3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4by which he has 
granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world 
because of sinful desire. 5For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith 
with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control 
with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are 
increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having 
forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10Therefore, brothers, be all the more 
diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will 
never fall. 11For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 



 12Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and 
are established in the truth that you have. 13I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to 
stir you up by way of reminder, 14since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, 
as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15And I will make every effort so that after my 
departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel Mark 8:27—9:1 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter. 
  

 
  
 27And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the 
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they told him, “John the 
Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29And he asked them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30And he strictly 
charged them to tell no one about him. 
 31And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. 32And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
 34And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever 



would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will 
save it. 36For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? 37For 
what can a man give in return for his life? 38For whoever is ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 1And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Hymn of the Day ‘At the Name of Jesus’ LSB 512 

 

 

 



 
 
5 In your hearts enthrone Him; 

    There let Him subdue 
All that is not holy, 
    All that is not true: 
Crown Him as your captain 
    In temptation’s hour; 
Let His will enfold you 
    In its light and pow’r. 

 
6 Christians, this Lord Jesus 

    Shall return again 
In His Father’s glory, 
    With His angel train; 
For all wreaths of empire 
    Meet upon His brow, 
And our hearts confess Him 
    King of glory now. 

 
D 7 Glory then to Jesus, 

    Who, the Prince of light, 
To a world in darkness 
    Brought the gift of sight; 
Praise to God the Father; 
    In the Spirit’s love 
Praise we all together 
    Him who reigns above. 

 
Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817–77, alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon                          "The Truth of God is Not Human Opinion"          Mark 8:27-9:1 
 
Please stand as you are able.  
 



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Installation of Officers and Board Members 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 



Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, 
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 
Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 
Preface LSB 160 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Proper Preface (Full) 
 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
      as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated. 



Distribution Hymn ‘Lift High the Cross’ LSB 837 sts. ref–6 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt. 
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879 

 
Distribution Hymn ‘Built on the Rock’ LSB 645 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Please stand as you are able.  
 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
 



Benediction LSB 166 

Closing Hymn ‘“Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake’ LSB 688 



Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Guests: Welcome! We are so glad to have you with us today! If you are visiting us for the 
first time, please sign our guest book, or a guest card in the pew and place in the offering 
plate before leaving. Please join us for fellowship after the service.  

Communion Statement: As we learn from 1 Corinthians, when we commune together, we 
make a confession of our oneness in doctrine & understanding of God’s Word. Since those 
who show publicly that they agree with the teachings believed, taught, & confessed by the 
Pastor & congregation at which the Sacrament is distributed, we ask that those who are not 
members in good standing of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, or one 
of our sister churches to please refrain from partaking of the Sacrament. Instead, if you would 
like to receive a blessing, you are more than welcome to come to the altar rail & please 
indicate you would like to receive a blessing by crossing your arms in front of your chest. A 
list of church bodies with whom we share Altar & Pulpit fellowship is posted on the bulletin 
board in the hallway. If you would like to visit about this doctrine & practice, please talk to 
Pastor or an Elder. For further study on this matter see Matthew 5:23, 18:15-35, 26:26-39; 
Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20 & 1 Cor. 11:17-34. Thank you. 

Clarification on Individual Cups for Communion: The Individual Cups in the middle of 
the tray during the Lord’s Supper have a lighter color to them, as they are a few drops of wine 
mixed with water. The practice is to dilute the wine for those who have wine allergies or wine 
sensitives. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Koepp. 

Loose Giving Envelopes are available in the pews and on the entryway table for visitors 
and for regular churchgoers who may have forgotten their offering envelopes. 
Congregation members, please place your offering inside the envelope that has been 
designated for you. Thank you. 

We encourage members to consider electronic giving. It is a secure and convenient way 
to provide consistent financial support to our church. We would love for you to get started! 
Pick up an authorization form on the entryway table and return to the church secretary. 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and gifts. We are blessed to be in a congregation that 
goes way above and beyond taking care of their pastor and his family. We are grateful for 
all of you. May the Lord bless and keep you in the coming year. ~ Pastor Koepp and 
Family 

Please check your boxes for your 2025 Giving Statements. 

Voters’ Assembly today after the Divine Service. 



Sunday School: We are looking for Sunday School teachers for 2025-2026. There is a 
sign-up sheet on the back table. 

Sunday School: This week, we will study “The Last Call.” Jesus describes His second 
coming, when the Father will separate believers and unbelievers. He tells how the faithful, 
by faith, fulfill God’s will, and how the unfaithful will find themselves banished to eternal 
punishment. John records the words of the risen and glorified Christ in the last chapter of 
his revelation. There, Christ promises once again to return and gather all believers to 
Himself: “Surely I am coming soon” (Revelation 22:20).   

Stewardship: Ephesians 5:27 – “So that he might present the church to himself in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish.” Our Lord has cleansed us with His blood — in His sight we are now pure and 
holy. He has given Himself, laying down His life for us. Now we are His spotless and 
beautiful bride. By His sacrifice, we are moved to sacrifice. By His cleansing, we find a 
desire to ourselves be clean and live blamelessly as He is blameless. 

Building Healthy Families: Life can be hard, and relationships can cause pain. When 
someone hurts you, you may find it difficult to trust again. Through all life's challenges, 
God never breaks His promise: "I will never leave you; I will never forsake you." (Hebrews 
13) He does not abandon you in the pain but promises to stay with you – and puts people in
place to be there, including pastors and counselors who are available to help with troubled
relationships and the pain they leave behind. Remember, you’re not alone and (no matter
what your German genes or your American individualist pride tells you) it’s okay to ask for
help. God put us here to be good for one another. ~ www.LutheranFamilyService.org

A Life Quote: “Our task is to make sure that our fellow Lutherans and our neighbors know 
how much God loves us just as we are. Look at this fingerprint: God made each of us 
unique. There is no one else just like you. God knew you before you were born (Jeremiah 
1:5). He knitted you together in your mother’s womb. You were fearfully and wonderfully 
made, and God had a plan for your life even before you took a breath in this sinful, 
beautiful world that He created for you (Psalm 139:13-16).” Diane Albers, President of 
Lutherans For Life ~ A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

Lutheran Hour Ministries for Jan. 25th: Hear "Cross Words–Words of Power" based on 
1 Corinthians 1:17-18 by guest speaker Rev. Dr. Daniel Paavola. A crossword puzzle uses 
an answer only once, but Christ is the answer for all people in every place and time. ~ 
Listen next Sunday on 600 WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190 KFJB at 8:30 a.m., WHO-1040 at 
7:30 a.m.



EXPERT GUESTS, EXPANSIVE TOPICS, EXTOLLING CHRIST... Issues, Etc. is a 
podcast and radio talk show produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and 
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  Recent subjects include: The Return of the Jewish 
Question; Fact-Checking Sermons; Strengthening the Hyde Amendment; Jesus as Prophet, 
Priest & King; Luther’s Large Catechism and more.  You can listen on-demand 
at issuesetc.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple HomePod, TuneIn, the LPR mobile 
app and a podcast provider. 

A Life Thought in the Church Year: Life issues (abortion, suicide, sexual identity, 
physician-assisted suicide to name a few) can often be the result of a person trying to solve 
their own problems or fulfill their own needs instead of relying upon the Lord to help them. 
The appearance of our Lord as the sacrificial Lamb of God (John 1) reminds us that God is 
always faithful (Isaiah 49:7), even at the cost of His own blood. By faith in Christ, we can 
and should wait patiently for the Lord (Psalm 40:1) and make Him our trust (Psalm 40:4) in 
any and every situation, and we should invite our neighbors to do the same. 

KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, shares 
Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology 
studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. Find programs on demand 
at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! CHRIST FOR YOU this week on 
KFUO AM850 & kfuo.org: We're continuing our study through the book of Genesis on 
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m. CT)! Tune in as we discuss chapters 4-7. Join us on The 
Coffee Hour (weekdays at 9 a.m. CT) this Wednesday as we welcome Dr. Cameron 
MacKenzie back to the show for our latest history series, "The Battle for the Augsburg 
Confession." On Concord Matters this Saturday (1/24 at 10 a.m. CT), we'll be looking at 
the 6th Petition of The Lord's Prayer. What do we do with temptation? Find your favorite 
programs on demand at kfuo.org or in the KFUO Radio app! 

CONFIRMATION MEMORY WORK FOR JANUARY 21st 

5th & 6th Grades 
3rd Article & Meaning 

7th & 8th Grades 
Confession: What is Confession? What sins should we confess? Which are these? 

https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Nr03vkcfSNw3IlVqDghil6gbVuSRPvC_DoQME-3ExlXJzG4X3B7Jjp7jzt6KlzQFuwIiWurV9Qp3jagXWoko9cKNpJRokXriirJ1PxkzkNUd5n1VrcL9atXz-YD7ERECHa34ed_P8L1XD7Ipg50xF1Xq8JKeJz9A&c=EbiN__pCohCvpYymZLL7JzH1cpC23agvsXS71ugvyKGdnyrcZWbezA==&ch=d6jcABSDv7P3AekOMcl42AR4AdhcTTzwIIVFX6O6IMUFgKNykG1Gzw==
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=76c1fa48d4&e=37517c5216
http://kfuo.org/
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=1974bc2c3b&e=37517c5216






Our Gifts to God (given at Immanuel) 
For the Week of January 11, 2026 

Attendance 50 

Calendar of Events for This Week 
Today  9:00am  The Confession of St. Peter 

10:30am  Voters’ Assembly / Sunday School 
Greeter: Baker 
Usher: Lucas B. 
Servers: Julie M. & Lindsey W. 
Acolyte/Crucifer: Thomas & Elsie 
Elder: Derrick J. 

Monday 11:00am Board of Evangelism & Missions 

Wednesday  4-5:30pm  7th/8th Grades Confirmation 
  5:30-7pm  5th/6th Grades Confirmation 

Thursday   9:30am  Confessions Study Holy Cross in Carlisle 

Next Sunday 9:00am  The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
  10:30am  Bible Study / Sunday School / Popcorn Sunday 

Greeter: Bayer 
Usher: Keith T. 
Servers: Sue F. & Robin M. 
Acolyte/Crucifer: Alivia & Sophia 
Elder: Joe W. 
Food Pantry Sunday 


	Introit              Psalm 89:1, 5, 15–16; antiphon: Psalm 119:46

